To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
Y MY LORD, 5 + 
b V many favours and civilities (received from you in a private 


H hope, excuſe this preſumption ; but the jultice I, as a Spectator, »we 
your character, places me above the want of an excuſe. Candour and 


W openneſs of heart, which ſhine in all your words and actions, exact the 


higheſt eſteem from all who have the honour to know you; and a 
= winning condeſcenſion to all ſubordinate to you, made buſineſs a 
= pleaſure to thoſe who executed it under you, at the ſame time that it 


baving it conveyed through your hands. A Secretary of State, in the 


pliſmed with a great facility and elegance in all the modern as well 


© riſhing a condition, as makes all other princes and potentates power- 
ful or inconſiderable in Europe, as they are friends or enemies to 
© Great-Britain, The importance of thoſe great events which happened 
during that adminiſtration, in which your Lordſhip bore ſo important 
a charge, will be acknowledged as long as time ſhall endure ; I ſhall 
Y not therefore attempt to rehearſe thoſe illuſtrious paſlages, but give 
this application a more private and particular turn, in deſiring your 
W Lordſhip would continue your favour and patronage to me, as you 
tre a gentleman of the moſt polite literature, and perfectly accom- 


dem: who is, with the greateſt truth and reſpect, 


My Lond, 5 
| Your Lordſhip's obliged, obedient, 
UE ee And humble Servant, 


THE SPECTATOR, 


CHARLES EARL or SUNDERL AND. 


capacity) which I have no other way to acknowledge, will, I 


W heightened her Majeſty's favour to all who had the happineſs of 
intereſts of mankind, joined with that of his fellow-ſubjects, accom- 


as ancient languages, was a happy and proper member of a miniftry, 
by whoſe ſervices your ſovereign and country are in ſo high and flou- 


pliſed in the knowledge of books and men, which makes it neceſſary. 
do beſeech your indulgence to the following leaves, and the author of 
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No CCCXCV. TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 1712. 


cos xXc ATI ET, IMP ANTE UT. 


Oui. 


"-T1$ REASON NOW, TWAS APPETITE BETORE. 


© TEWARE of the Ides of March,* | 


D faid the Roman augur to Julius 
Cæſar. Beware of the month of May, 
fays the Britiſh Spectator to his fair 
countrywomen. The caution of the 
firſt was unhappily neglected, and Cæ- 
far's confidence coſt him his life. I am 
apt to flatter myſelf that my pretty read- 
ers had much more regard to the advice I 
gave them, fince I have yet received very 
ew accounts of any notorious trips made 
in the laſt month. | | 
But though I hope for the beſt, I 
ſhall not pronounce too poſitively on this 
point, till IL have ſren forty weeks well 


over, at which peried of time, as my 


good friend Sir Roger has often told 


me, he has more buſineſs as a juſtice of 


peace, among the diſſolute young peo- 
ple in the country, than at any other 
ſeaſon of the year. > | 


Neither mutt I forget a letter which I 


received near a fortnight ſince from a 
lady, who, it ſeems, could hold out no 
longer, telling me ſhe looked upon the 
month as then out, for that ſhe had all 
along reckoned by the new ſtile. 
On the other hand, IL have great rea- 

n to believe, from ſeveral angry let - 
ters which, have been {ent to me by diſ- 
appointed lovers, that my advice has 


buen of very ſignal ſervice to the fair- 


ſex, who . according to the old proverb, 


were ! Fore warned, forearmed. 

One of theſe gentlemen tells me, that 
he would have given me an hundred 
e rather than I ſhould have pub- 
iſhed that paper ; for that his miſtreſs, 


who had promiſed to explain herſelf to 


him about the beginning of Viay, upon 


reading that diſcourſe, told him that 


© ſhe would give him her anſwer in 
June.“ 5 


Thyrſis acquaints me, that when he 


deſired Sylvia to take a walk in the fields, 


ſhe told him The SpeRator had for- 


© bidden her.“ 


found his ufual treat very much 


changed for. the worſe, and has been 
forced to feed ever ſince upon green tea. 
As I begun this critical ſeaſon with a 


caveat to the ladies, I ſhall conclude it 


with a congratulation, and do moſt 
heartily wiſh them joy of their happy 


deliverance. 


They may now refle& with pleaſure - 


on the dangers t 


hey have eſcaped, and 
look back with as much ſatisfaction on 
the perils that threatened them, as their 

| Rs | great 
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Another of my correſpondents, wha 
writes himſelf Mat Meager, complains, 
that whereas he conſtantly uſed to break. 
faſt with his miſtreſs upon chocolate, 
going to wait upon her the firſt of May, 
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8 grandmothers did formerly on the 
burning plough-ſhares, after having 
paſſed through the ordeal trial. The 
inſtigations of the ſpring are now abat- 


ed. The nightingale gives over her, 
© love-Jaboured ſong,” as Milton phraſes 


it, the bloſſoms are fallen, and the beds 
of flowers {wept away by the ſcythe of 


the mower. 
Is ſhall allow my fair readers to 


return to their romance and chocolate, 


provided they make uſe of them with 
moderation, till about the middle of the 
month, when the ſun ſhall have made 
ſome progreſs in the Crab. Nothing is 


more dangerous than too much conh- 


dence and ſecurity. The Trojans, who 
ſtood upon their guard all the while the 


Grecians lay before their city, when 


they fancied the ſiege was raiſed, and 


the danger paft, were the very next 
night burnt in their beds. 
obſerve, that as in ſome climates there 
is a perpetual ſpring, ſo in ſome female 
conſtitutions there is a perpetual May: 
theſe are a kind of valetudinarians in 
chaſtity, whom I would continue in a 
conſtant diet, I cannot think theſe 
wholly out of danger, until they have 
looked upon the other ſex at leaſt five 
years through a pair of ſpectacles. Will 
Honeycomb has often aſſured me, that 
it is much eaſier to ſteal one of this ſpe- 
cies, when ſhe has paſſed her grand cli- 
macteric, than to carry off an iq girl 
on this ſide five and twenty; and that a 
rake of his acquaintance, who had in 
yain endeavoured to gain the affections 
of a young 
made his fortune by running away with 
her grandmother. 1 
But as I do not defign this ſpecula- 
tion for the Evergreens of the ſex, I 
ſhall again apply myſelf to thoſe who 


would willingly liſten to the dictates of 


reaſon and virtue, and can now hear me 


I mult alſo 


lady of fifteen, had at laſt 
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in cold blood. If there are any whs 
have forfeited their innocence, they muſt 
now conſider themſelves under that me- 
lancholy view, in which Chamont re- 
gards his fiſter, in thoſe beautiful lines: 


Long ſhe flouriſh'd, 

Grew ſweet to ſenſe, and lovely to the eye: 
Till at the laſt a cruel ſpoiler came, | 
Cropt OT role, and rifled all it's ſweet. 
neſs 8 


Then caſt it like a loathſome weed away. 


On the contrary, ſhe who has obſerr- 
ed the timely cautions I gave her, and 
lived up to the rules of modeſty, will 
now flouriſh like * a roſe in June, with 
all her virgin bluſhes and ſweetneſs about 
her. I muſt, however, defire theſe laſt 
to conſider, how ſhameful it would he 
for a general, who has made a ſucceſſ- 
ful campaign, to be ſurpriſed in his 
winter quarters: it would be no leſs 
diſhonourable for a lady to loſe, in any 
other month of the year, what ſhe hay 


been at the pains to preſerve in May. 


There is no charm in the female ſex, 
that can ſupply the place of virtue. 
Without innocence, beauty is unlovely, 
and quality contemptible ; good-breed- 


ing degenerates into wantonneſs, and 


wit mto impudence. It is obſerved, 
that all the virtues are repreſented both 
by painters and ftatuaries under female 
ſhapes, but if any one of them has a 


more particular title to that ſex, it is mo- 


deſty. I ſhall leave it to the divines to 
guard them againſt the oppoſite vice, as 
they may be overpowered by tempta- 
tions; it is ſufficient for me to have 
warned them againſt it, as they may be 
led aſtray by inſtint, 


I defire this paper may be read with 
more than a attention, at all 
tea-tables within the cities of London 

and Weſtminſter, 5 x : 


Ne CCCXCVI. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4. 


BARBARA, CELARENT, DARIT, FERIO, BARALIPTON ®, 


He a great deal of buſineſs 
upon my hands at preſent, I ſhall 
beg the reader's leave to preſent him 
with a letter that I received about half a 
year ago from a gentleman of Cam- 


A barbarous verſe, invented by the logiclans 


bridge, who ſtiles himſelf Peter de Quir. 
1 have kept it by me ſome months, and 
though I did not know at firſt what to 

make of it, upon my reading it over 
very frequently, I have at laſt diſcovered 


$veral conceits in it: I would not there- 
fore have my reader diſcouraged, if he 


TO MR. SPECTATOR. | 
FROM zT. JOHN'S . COLLEGE, CAM» 
BRIDGE, FEB. 3, 1712. 

vIRgs | | | i : 
TAE monopoly of puns in this uni- 


vilege of the Johnians; and we cannot 
help reſenting the late invaſion of our 
ancient right as to that particular, by a 
little pretender to clenching in a neigh- 
bouring college, who in an application 
to you by way of letter, a while ago, 
ſtiled himſelf Philobrune. Dear Sir, as 
you are by character a profeſſed well- 
wiſher to ſpeculation, you will excuſe a 


for the Brunette has ſuggeſted to a bro- 
ther theoriſt: it is an offer towards a 
mechanical account of his lapſe to pun- 
ning, for he belongs to a ſet of mortals 
who value themſelves upon an uncom- 
mon maſtery in the more humane and 
of this ſpecies of females ous a very 
odd turn to the intellectuals of the cap- 
tivated perſon, and very different from 
that way of thinking which a triumph 
from the eyes of another, more empha- 
tically of the fair-ſex, does generally oc- 


aſſemblage of ſuch ideas and pictures as 
are hardly any thing but ſhade, ſuch as 
night, the devil, &c. Theſe portraitures 
very near overpower the light of the un- 
derftanding, almoſt benight the facul- 
ties, and give that melancholy tincture 
| to the moſt ſanguine complexion, which 
this gentleman calls an inclination to be 
in a brown-ſtudy, and is uſually at- 


love is the moſt witty paſſion in nature, 
do offer at ſome pert Kalles now and then, 
| by way of flouriſh, upon the amiable in- 

chantreſs, and unfortunately ſtumbles 
upon that mongrel miſcreated (to ſpeak 


ed the pun. It would not be much amiſs 
| to conſult Dr. T.. W (who is 

certainly a very able projector, and 
| whoſe ſyſtem of divinity and ſpiritual 
mechanics obtains very much among 
the better part of our under-graduates) 
whether a general inter- marriage enjoin- 
ed 8 „between this fiſterhood 
ef t olive - beauties, and the fraternity 


does not take them at the firſt peruſal. 


verſity has been an immemorial pri- 


remark which this gentleman's paſſion 


polite part of letters. A conqueſt by one 


cahon. It fills the imagination with an 


tended with worſe conſequences, in caſe 
| fa repulſe. During this twilight of en- 
telle&s, the patient is extremely apt, as 


min Miltonic) kind of wit, vulgarlyterm-_ 
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of the le called Quakers, would not 
be a very ſerviceable expedient, and abate 
that overflow of light which ſhines with- 


in them ſo powerfully, that it dazzles 


their eyes, and dances them into a thou- 
ſand vagaries of error and enthuſiaſm. 
Theſe reflections may impart ſome light 


towards a diſcovery of the origin of pun- 
ning among us, and the foundation of 
it's prevailing ſo long in this famous 


body. It is notorious from the inſtance 
under conſideration, that it muſt be 


owing _ to the uſe of brown jugs, 
muddy belch, | 


and the fumes of a cer- 
tain memorable place of rendezvous with 
us at meals, known by the name of 
Staincoat Hole: for the atmoſphere of 
the kitchen, like the tail of a comet, 
predominates leaſt about the fire, but re- 


ſides behind and fills the fragrant re- 


ceptacle above-mentioned. Beſides, it 
is farther obſervable, that the delicate 


ſpirits among us, who declare againſt 


theſe nauſeous proceedings, ſip tea, and 
pu up for critic and amour, profeſs 


ikewiſe an equal abhorrence for pun- 


ning, the ancient innocent diverſion of 
this ſociety. After all, Sir, though it 


may appear ſomething abſurd, that I 
ſeem to approach you with the air of an 
advocate for punning, (you who have 
juſtified your cenſures of the practice in 


a ſet diſſertation upon that ſubje& ;) 


yet I am confident, you will think it 


abuncantly atoned for by obſerving, 


that this humbler exerciſe may be as in- 


ftrumental in diverting us from any in- 
novating ſchemes and hypotheſis in wit, 
as dwelling upon honeſt orthodox logic 


would be in ſecuring us from hereſy in 
religion. Had Mr. W——n's reſearches 


been confined within the bounds of Ra- 


mus or Crackenthorp, that learned news- 

monger might have acquieſced in what 

the holy oracles pronounced upon the 
| _ like other Chriſtians 3 and had 


the ſurpriſing Mr. . y been content 
with the employment of refining upon 
Shakeſpeare's points and quibbles, (for 
which he muſt be allowed to have a ſu- 


perlative genius) and now and then 


penning a catch or a ditty, inſtead of 


indicting odes, and ſonnets, the gentle- 
men of the Bon Gozt in the pit would 
never have been put to all that grimace 


in damning the frippery of ſtate, the 
poverty and languor of thought, the 
unnatural wit, and inartificial ſtructure 
of his dramas. I am, Sir, your very 
humble ſervant, | 0 
PTR DE Quin. 

| 1 


* — . 


ply fo 
ward appearance of grief; but when one 
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Ne CCCXCVII. THURSDAY, JUNE 5: 


ma mum 1) O7,0R IPSE DISSERTUM | 


1101141r.ͤĩ ͤ—— 


FOR GRIEF INSPIR'D ME THEN WITH ELOQUENCE» 


As the Stoic philoſophers diſcard all- 


paſſions: in 3 they will not 
allow a wiſe man ſo much as to pity the 
afflictions of another. If thou ſeeſt thy 
< friend in trouble, ſays Epictetus, 
© thou mayeſt put on a look of ſorrow, 
e and condole with him, but take care 
that thy ſorrow be not real.” The 
more rigid of this fect would not com- 

fr as to ſhew even ſuch an out- 


told them of any calamity that had be- 
fallen even the neareſt of their acquaint- 
ance, would immediately reply— What 
© 1s that to me?* If you aggravated the 
circumſtances of the affliction, and ſhew- 
ed how one misfortune was tollowed b 


another, the anſwer was ſtill All this 
© may be true, but what 1s it to me?” 


For my own-part, I am of opinion, 


compaſſion does not only refine and civi- 
lize human nature, but has ſomething 


an it more pleaſing and agreeable than 
what can be met with in fuch an indo- 


lent happineſs, ſuch an indifference to 
mankind as that in which the Stoics 


placed their wiſdom. As love is the 


moſt delightful ” qr pity is nothing. 


elſe but love ſoftened by a degree of ſor- 


row: in ſhort, it is a kind of pleaſing 
anguiſh, as well as generous ſympathy, 
that knits mankind together, and blends 


them in the ſame common lot. : 
Thoſe who have laid down rules for 
rhetoric or 2 adviſe the writer to 
work himſelf up, if poſſible, to the pitch 
of ſorrow which he endeavours to pro- 
duce in others. There are none there- 


fore who ſtir up pity ſo much as thoſe 


who indite their own ſufferings. Grief 
has a natural eloquence belonging to it, 


and breaks out in more moving ſenti- 


ments than can be ſupplied by the fineſt 
imagination. Nature on this occaſion 


8 dictates a thoùſand paſſionate things 
which cannot be ſupplied by art. | 


It is for this reaſon that the ſhort 


ſpeeches or ſentences which we often 
meet with in hiſtories, make a de 
impreſſion on the mind of the reader, 


"Ovine MrrAM. L. xIII. v. 225. 
: DRYDEN, 


than the moſt laboured ſtrokes of a well. 
written tragedy. Truth and matter of 
fact ſets the perſon actually before us in 
the one, whom fiction places at a greater 
diſtance from us in the other. I do not 
remember to have ſeen any ancient or 
modern ſtory more affecting than a letter 


of Ann of Boleyn, wife to King Henry 


the Eighth, and mother to Queen Eliza- 
beth, which is ſtill extant in the Cot- 
ton Library, as written by her own hand, 

Shakeſpeare himſelf could not have 
made her talk in a ſtrain fo ſuitable to 
her condition and character. One ſces 
in it the expoſtulation of a ſlighted lover, 
the reſentments of an injured woman, 
and the ſorrows of an impriſoned queen. 
I need not acquaint my reader that this 


princeſs was then under proſecution for 
diſloyalty to the king's bed, and that 


ſhe was afterwards publicly beheaded 
upon the ſame account, though this pro- 
ſecution was believed by many to pro- 
ceed, as ſhe herſelf intimates, rather 
from the king's love to Jane Seymour, 
than from any actual crime in Ann of 


Boleyn. 


QUREN ANN BOLEYN'S LAST Lr. 


TER TO KING HENRY. 


1 SIB; | 
Cotton Lib. YOUR Graces's diſplea- 
Otho C. 10. T ſure, and my impriſon- 
ment, are things ſo ſtrange unto me, as 
what to write, or what to excuſe, I am 


altogether ignorant. Whereas you ſend 
unto me, (willing me to confeſs a truth, 
and ſo obtain your favour) by ſuch an 


one, whom Pry know to be mine an- 
cient profeſſed enemy, I no ſooner re- 


_ ceived this meſſage by him, than I right- 


ly conceived your meaning; and, if, as 
you ſay, confeſſing a truth indeed may 
procure my ſafety, I ſhall with all will- 
ingneſs and duty perform your com- 
mand. | TS 
But let not your Grace ever imagine, 
that your poor wife will ever be brought 
to acknowledge a fault, where not ſo 
„ | muc 


much as à thought thereof preceded. 
And to ſpeak a truth, never prince had 
wife more loyat in all duty, and in all 
true affection, than you have ever found 
in Ann Boleyn: with which name and 
lace I could willingly have contented 
myſelf, if God and your Grace's plea- 
ſure had been ſo pleaſed. Neither did 
J at any time ſo far forget myſelf in my 
exaltation or received queenſhip, but 
that I always looked for ſuch an altera- 
tion as I now find; for the ground of 
my preferment being on no ſurer foun- 
dation than your Grace's fancy, the leaſt 
alteration I knew was fit and ſufficient 
| ro draw that fancy to ſome other ſubject. 

' You have choſen me from a low eftate 
to be your queen and companion, far 
beyond my deſert or deſire. If then 
you found me worthy of ſuch honour, 


or bad countel of mine enemies, with- 
draw your princely favour from me; 


of a diſloyal heart towards your good 
grace, ever caſt io foul a blot on your 
moſt dutiful wife, and the infant prin- 
ceſs your daughter. Try me, good 
king, but let me have a lawful trial, and 
let not my {worn enemies fit as my ac- 
cuſers and judges; yea let me receive an 
open trial, for my truth ſhall fear no 
open ſhame; then ſhall you ſee either 
mine innocence cleared, your ſuſpicion 


guilt openly declared. So that whatſo- 
your Grace may be freed from an open 
cenſure, and mine offence being ſo law- 
fully proved, your Grace is at liberty, 


ſons of diſtinction in this town, 
who have been lovers theſe ten months 
laſt paſt, and writ to each other for gal- 
lantry ſake, under thoſe feigned names; 
Mr. Such-a-one and Mrs. Such-a-one 
not being capable of raiſing the ſoul out 
of the ordinary tracts and paſſages of 
life, up to that elevation'which makes 
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good your Grace let not any light fancy, 


neither let that ſtain, that unworthy ſtain, 


and conſcience ſatisfied, the ignominy 
and flander of the world ſtopped, or my 


ever God or you may determine of me, 


— 8, 
WITH ART AND WISDOM, AND BE MAD BY RULE? 


YNTH IO and Flavia are per- 


799 
both before God and man, not only to 
execute worthy puniſhment on me as an 
unlawful wife, but to follow your af- 
fection, already ſettled on that party, 
for whoſe fake 1 am now as I am, whoſe 
name I could ſome good while ſince have 
pointed unto, your Grace not being ig- 
norant of my {ſuſpicion therein. 

But if you have already determined 
of me, and that not only my death, but 
an infamous flander muſt bring you the 
enjoying of your deſired happineis; then 
I deſire of God, that he will pardon your 
great ſin therein, and likewiſe mine ene- 
mies, the inftruments thereof, and that 
he will not call you to a ſtrict account 
for your unprincely and cruc} uſage of 
me, at his general judgment-ſeat, where 
both you and myſelf mult ſhortly ap- 


. pear, and in whoſe judgment I doubt 
not (whatſoever the world may think of 


me) mine innocence ſhall be openly _ 


known, and ſuthciently cleared. 


My laſt and only requeſt ſhall be, that 
myſelf may only bear the burden of your 
Grace's diſpleaſure, and that it may not 
touch the innocent ſouls of thoſe poor 
gentlemen, who (as I underſtand) are 
likewiſe in ſtrait impriſonment for my 


ſake. If ever I have found favour in 


your fight, if ever the name of Ann Bo- 
leyn hath been pleaſing in your ears, 
then let me obtain this requeſt, and 1 
will fo leave to trouble your Grace any 
further, with raine earneſt prayers to the 
Trinity to have your Grace in his good 
keeping, and to direct you in all your 
actions. From my doleful priſon in the 
Tower, this ſixth of May; your moſt 
loyal and ever faithful wife,  _ 
** 5 ANN BOLEYN, 


Ne CCCXCVIIL FRIDAY, JUNE 6. 


INSANIRE PARES CER TA RATIONE MODOQUE- 


Hon. SAT. 111. L. 2. v. 271. | 


CR EE CH. | 


the life of the enamoured ſo much ſu- 
perior to that of the reſt of the world. 
But ever ſince the beauteous Cecilia has 


made ſuch a figure as ſhe now does in 


the circle of charming women, Cynthia 
has been ſecretly one of her adorers. 
Cecilia has been the fineſt woman in town 
theſe three months, and fo long Cyn- 
thio has acted the part of a lover very | 
| 7 2 aukwardly 


—— 


3 


— 
" ———  ———— — — — — — 


800 THE SPECTATOR. 


aukwardly in the preſence of Flavia. 


Flavia has been too blind towards him, 


and has too ſincere an heart of her own 
to obſerve a thouſand things which 


would have diſcovered this change of 


mind to any one leſs engaged than ſhe 
was. Cynthio was muſing yeſterday in 


the piazza in Covent Garden, and was 


ſaying to himſelf that he was a very ill 
man to go on in viſiting and profeſſing 
love to Flavia, when his heart was in- 


thralled to another. It is an infirmity 


© that I am not conſtant to Flavia; but 


© it would be ſtil] a greater crime, ſince 


I cannot continue to love her, to pro- 
* feſs that I do, To marry a woman 
with the coldneſs that uſually indeed 


© comes on after marriage, is ruining 
one's ſelf with one's eyes open; be- 


« ſides it is really doing her an injury.“ 
This laſt conſideration, forſooth, of in- 


juring her in perſiſting, made him re- 
ſolve to break off upon the firſt tavour- 


able opportunity of making her angry. 


When he was in this thought, he ſaw 


Robin the porter, who waits at Will's 


coffee-houle, paſſing by. Robin, you 
muſt know, is the beſt man in town for 
carrying a billet ; the fellow has a thin 


body, ſwift ſtep, demure looks, ſuffi- 


cient ſenſe, and knows the town. This 
man carried Cynthio's firſt letter to Fla- 
via, and by frequent errands ever ſince, 
is well known to her. The fellow co- 


vers his knowledge of the nature of his 
meſſages with the moſt exquiſite low hu- 
mour imaginable: the firſt he obliged 


Flavia to take, was by complaining to 


her that he had a wife and three chil- 
dren, and if ſhe did not take that letter, 
which he was ſure there was no harm 
in, but rather love, his family muſt go 


ſupperleſs to bed, for the gentleman 


would pay him according as he did his 


buſineſs. Robin therefore 3 now 
thought fit to make uſe of, | 
his orders to wait before Flavia's door, 
and if ſhe called him to her, and aſked 
whether it was Cynthio who paſſed by, 
he ſhould at firſt be loth to own it was, 


but upon importunity confeſs it. There 


needed not much ſearch into that part of 


the town to find a well-drefſed huſſey fit 


for the Poe Cynthio deſigned her. 


As ſoon as he believed Robin was poſt- 


eld, he drove by Flavia's lodgings in an 


hackney-coach and a woman in 1t. Ro- 
bin was at the door talking with Flavia's 
maid, and Cynthio pulled up the glaſs as 
ſurpriſed, and hid his affociate. The 


II is in vain to deny it, baſeſt, falſeſt 


ſhe ſpake ſhort to him, and called him 


HAT your maid and the bearer 
T has ſeen me very often is very cer- 


4 Have walked a turn or two in my 
and gave 0 
have recovered myſelf from an imperti- 


moſt humble ſervant, 


ND. will not open the letter, which my 


report of this circumſtance ſoon flew y 
ſtairs, and Robin could not deny but 
the gentleman favoured his maſter ; yet 
if it was he, he was ſure the lady was 
but his couſin whom he had ſeen aſk for 
him; adding that he believed ſhe was 
a poor relation, becauſe they made her 
wait one morning until he was awake, 
Flavia immediately writ the following 


epiſtle, which Robin brought to Will's, 
SIR, JUNE 4, 1712, 


of mankind ;z my maid, as well as the 
bearer, ſaw you, The injured 
e FAI. 


| After Cynthio had read the letter, he 
aſked Robin how ſhe looked, and what 
ſhe ſaid at the delivery of it. Robin ſaid 


back again, and had nothing to ſay to 
him, and bid him and all the men in the 
world go out of her ſight ; but the maid 
tollowed, and bid him bring an an- 


{wer. 
Cynthio returned as follows. 


JUNE 4, THREE AFTERNOON, 1712, 


MADAM, | | 


tain; but I deſire to know, being en- 

gaged at piquet, what your letter means 

by it is in vain to deny it.” I ſhall ſtay 

here all the evening, Your amazed 
| CYNTHIO, 


As ſoon as Robin arrived with this, 
Flav ia anſwered : | 


DEAR CYNTHI®, 
anti-chamber ſince I writ to you, and 


nent fit which you ought to forgive me, 
and deſire you would come to me im- 
mediately to laugh off a jealouſy that you 
and a creatureof the town went by in an 
hackney-coach an hour ago. I am your 


FLAVIA. 


Cynthio writ upon the miſapprehenſion 
you muſt have been under when you 
writ, for want of hearing the whole 
circumſtance, _ | 
Robin 


bY 
© 
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Robin came back in an inſtant, and 


Gynthio anſwered 


BALF AN HOUR, SIX MINUTES 
AFTER THREE, JUNE 4, 
| WILL'S COFFEE-HOUSE» 
MADAMy | 
JT is certain I went by.your lodging 

with a gentlewoman to whom I have 
the honour to be known ; ſhe is indeed 


my relation, and a pretty fort of woman, 


But your ſtarting manner of writing, 
and owning you have not done me the 
honour ſo much as to open my letter, 


has in it ſomething very unaccountable, 


and alarms one that has had thoughts 
of paſſing his days with you. But I 


am born to admire you with all your 


little imperfections. CYNTHIO, 


ſer 


XAC T Sir, that are at Will's cof- 
fee-houſe ſix minutes after three, 


June 4; one that has had thoughts, and 
all my little imperfections. Sir, come 


to me immediately, or I ſhall determine 


what may perhaps not be very pleaſing 
to you. FLAVIA. 


Robin gave an account that ſhe looked 


] exceſſive angry when ſhe gave him the 
letter; and that he told her, tor ſhe aſked, 


that Cynthio only looked at the clock, 
taking ſnuff, and writ two or three words 


on the top of the letter when he gave 


him his. | „„ 
Now the plot thickened ſo well, as that 


Cynthio ſaw he had not much more to 


accompliſh being irreconcileably ba- 


ned, he writ— 


Robin run back, and brought for an- 


MADAM, | 
1 Have that prejudice in favour of all 


you do, that it is not poſſible for you 
to determine upon what will not be very 


pleaſing to your obedient ſervant, 


CYNTRHIO. 


This was delivered, and the anſwer 
returned, in a little more than two ſe. 


conds. 


SIR, | 5 | 
IK it come to this? You never loved 
me; and the creature you were with 


is the properett perſon ſor your aſſociate, 


I deſpiſe you, and hope I ſhall foon 

hate you as a villain to the credulous 

| FLAVIA. 
Robin ran back with 

V | 
"OUR credulity when you are to 
gain your point, and ſuſpicion when 


you fegr to loſe it, make it a very hard 


part to behave as becomes your humble 
ſlave | — 
lave, CYNTHIO., 


| Robin whipt away, and returned 


with 


MR. WELLFORDy 


| F AVIA and Cynthio are no more. 
Irelieve you from the hard part f 

which you complain, and baniſh you 

from my ſight for ever. TS 


Robin hada crown for his afternoon's 


work; and this is publiſhed to admoniſh 
Cecilia to revenge the injury done to 


Flavia. 


Ne CCCXCIX. SATURDAY, UNE. 


'UT NEMO IN SESE TENTAT DESCENDERE! | 


Pu, 8. SAT, IV. v. 23. 


NONE, NONE DESCENDS INTO HIMSELF TO FIND | 


THE SECRET IMPERFECTIONS OF HIS MIND» 


vp OC RIS V, at the faſhionable 
end of the town, is very different 


| from hypocriſy in the city. The modiſh 


hypocrite endeavours to a ppear more vi- 


| cious than he really is, the other kind 
; of hypocrite more virtuous. 
mer is afraid of every thing that has the 


new of religion in it, and would be 


| thought engaged in many criminal gal- 


antries and amours, which he is not 


The for- 


Daypx. 


guilty of. The latter aſſumes a face i 
of ſanctity, and covers a multitude of 
vices under a ſeeming religious deport- 


ment. | 7 Oh 

But there is another kind of hypo- 
criſy, which differs from botli theſe, and 
which J intend to make the (ubje& of 
this paper: I mean that hypocriſy, by 


which a man does not only deceive the 


world, but very often impoſcs on him- 
| 512 ſelf 


e . g ! „ %„„„„ͤ«ͤ„„ %%% oo, ood 
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ſelf; that hypocriſy which conceals his 


own: heart from him, and makes him 


believe he is more virtuous than he 
really is, and either not attend to his 
vices, or miſtake even his vices for vir- 
tues. It is this fatal hypocriſy and ſelf- 


deceit, which is taken notice of in thoſe 


words—* Who can underſtand his er- 
© rors? Cleanſe thou me from ſecret 
© faults.” | | 

If the open profeſſors of impiety de- 


ſerve the utmoſt application and endea- 


vours of moral writers to recover them 


from vice and folly, how much more 


may thole lay a claim to their care and 
compaſſion, who are walking in the 
paths of death, while they fancy them- 
ſelves engaged in a courſe of virtue ! I 
ſhall endeavour, therefore, to lay down 


ſome rules for the diſcovery of thoſe. 


vices that lurk. in the ſecret corners of 
the foul, and to ſhew my reader thoſe 
methods by which he may arrive at a 


true and impartial knowledge of him- 


ſelf, The uſual means preſcribed for 


this purpole, are to examine ourſelves 


by the rules which are laid down for 
our direction in Sacred Writ, and to 
compare our lives with the life of that 


Perſon who ated up to the perfection of 


human nature, and is the ſtanding ex- 


ample, as well as the great guide and 


D 


inſtructor, of thoſe who receive his doc- 
trines. Though theſe two heads can- 


not be too much inſiſted upon, I ſhall 
but juſt mention them, ſince they have 


been handled by many great and emi- 


nent writers. 


L would therefore propoſe the follow: | 


ing methods to the conſideration of tuch 
as would find out their ſecret faults, and 


make a true eſtimate of themſelves. 


In the firſt place, let them conſider 
well what are the characters which they 


bear among their enemies. Our friends 


very often flatter us, as much as our 
own hearts. They either do not {ee our 
faults, or conceal them from us, or 
ſoften them by their reprelentations, 
after {uch a manner, that we think them 


too trivial to be taken notice of, An 


adverſary, on the contrary, makes a 


— 


ſtricter ſearch into us, diſcovers every 
Zaw and imperfestion in our tempers, 
and though his malice may ſet the:u in 
too ſtrong a light, it has generally ſome 
ground for wit it advances. A friend 
exaggerates a man's virtues, an enemy 
enflames his crimes. A wile man ſhould 
give a juſt attention to both of them, ſo 


far as they may tend to the improvemen: 
of one, and the diminution of the other. 
Plutarch has written an eſſay on the 
benefits which a man may receive from 
his enemies, and, among the good fruits 
of enmity, mentions this in particular, 
that by the reproaches which it caſtz 
upon us we ſee the worſt ſide of our. 
ſelves, and open our eyes to ſeveral ble. 
miſhes and defects in our lives and con. 
verſations, which we ſhould not have 
obſerved without the help of ſuch ill. 
natured monitors. | 

In order likewiſe to come at a true 
knowledge of ourſelves, we ſhould con- 
ſider on the other hand how far we may 
deſerve the praiſes and approbat ion: 
which the world beftow upon us: whe. 
ther the actions they celebrate proceed 
from laudable and worthy motives; and 
how far we are really poſſeſſed of the 


virtues which gain us applauſe among. 


thoſe with whom we converſe. Such a 
reflection is abſolutely neceſſary, if we 
conſider how apt we are either to value 
or condemn ourſelves by the opinions 


of others, and to facrifice the report of 


our own hearts to the judgment of the 
world. e | 
In the next place, that we may not 
deceive ourſelves in a point of ſo much 
importance, we ſhould not lay too great 
a ſtreſs on any ſuppoſed virtues we pol- 
ſeſs that are of a doubtful nature : and 
ſuch we may eftcem all thoſe in which 
multitudes of men diſſent from us, wio 
are as good and wile as ourſelves. We 
ſhould always act with great cautioul- 
neſs and circumſpection in points, where 
it is not impoſſible that we may be de. 
ceived. Intemperate zeal, bigotry aud 
perſecution for any party or opinion, 
how praiſe-worthy ſoever they may p- 
pear to weak men of our own principles 
produce infinite calamities among mil 
kind, and are highly criminal in th 
own nature; and yet how many persons 
eminent for piety ſuffer ſuch mouniiron 


: * 2 6 -. * 2 - 4 
and abſurd principles of action to ix 


root in their minds under the colour ot 
virtues ? F or my oven part, I muſt own 
I never vet knew any party fo jut and 
reaſonable, that a man could folio !f 
in it's height and violence, and ade 
ſame time be innccent. 25 
We ſhould likewiſe he very ep. 
Gve of thoſe actions which proceed {1M 
natural conſtitution, favourite past, 
particular education, or whatever je: 
motes-our woridly intereit or e, 
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In theſe and the like caſes, a man's 
judgment is eaſily perverted, and a 
wrong bias hung upon his mind. Theſe 
are the inlets of prejudice, the unguard- 
ed avenues of the mind, by which a 
thouſand errors and ſecret faults find 
admiſſion, without being obſerved or 
taken notice of. A wiſe man will ſu- 
ſpe& thoſe actions to which he 18 directed 
by ſomething beſides reaſon, and al- 
ways apprehend ſome concealed evil in 
every reſolution that is of a diſputable 
nature, when it is contormable to his 
particular temper, his age, or way of 


life, or when it favours his pleaſu'e or 


his profit. 5 

There is nothing of greater import- 
ance to us than thus diligently to ſift 
our thoughts, and examine all theſe dark 


receſſes of the mind, if we would eſta- 


bliſh our ſouls in ſuch a ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial virtue as will turn to account in 
that great day, when it muſt ſtand the 
teſt of infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice. 


* ' 
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I ſhall conclude this eſſay with ob- 
ſerving, that the two kinds of hypocrify 
I have here ſpoken of, namely that af 
deceiving the world, and that of im- 
poling on ourſelves, are touched with 
wonderful beauty in the hundred thirty- 
ninth Pfalm. The folly of the firſt 
kind of hypocriſy is there ſet forth by 
reflections on God's omniſcience and 


omnipreſence, which are celebrated in 
as noble ſtrains of poetry as any other 


Jever met with, either ſacred or pro- 


fane. The other kind of hypocriſy, 


whereby a man deceives himſelt, is in- 


timated in the two laſt verſes, where the 


Pialmiſt addreſſes himſelf to the great 
Searcher of hearts in that emphatical 
petition —* Try me, O God, and 
* ſeek the ground of my heart; prove 
© me, and examine my thoughts. Look 
« well if there be any way of wicked- 
neſs in me, and lead me in the way 
everlaſting.” | 


La) 


Hay 


No CCCC. MONDAY, JUNE g. 


— AT AN GUIs IN HERA. 


Vino, Ec. III. v. 93. 


THERE'S A SNAKE IN THE GRASS: ENGLISH PROVERB. 


| T: mould, methinks, preſerve modeſty 


and it's intereſts in the world, that 
the tranſgreſſion of it always creates of- 
fence; and the very purpoſes of wanton- 
neſs are defeated by a carriage which 
has in it ſo much boldneſs, as to inti- 
mate that fear and reluctance are quite 
extinguiſhed in an object which would 
be otherwiſe deſirahle. It was ſaid of 
a wit of the laſt age - 


Which can with a reſiſtleſs charm impart 


Sidney has that prevailing gentle art, 5 


The looſeſt wiſhes to the chaſteſt heart; J 
Raiſe ſuch a conflict, kindle ſuch a fire, 
Between declining virtue and deſire, 

That the poor vanquiſh'd maid diſſolves away 


In dreams all night, in fighs and tears all day. 


This prevailing gentle art was made 
up of complaiſance, courtſhip, and art- 
ful conformity to the modeſty of a wo- 
man's manners. Ruſticity, broad ex- 
preſſion, and forward obtruſion, offend 
thoſe of education, and make the tranſ- 
greflors odious to all who have merit 
enough to attract regard. It is in this 


tate that the ſcenery is ſo beautifully 


ordered in the deſcription which Antony 
makes in the dialogue between him and 
Dolabella, of Cleopatra in her barge. 


Her galley down the filver Cidnos row'd: 
The tackling filk, the ſtreamers wav'd witk 
| gold; TA | FE, 


The gentle winds were lodg'd in purple fails; 


Her nymphs, like Nereids, round her couch _ 
were plac' d, : | 

Where ſhe, another ſea-born Venus, lay; 

She lay, and lean'd her cheek upon her hand, 


And caſt a look fo languiſhingly ſweet, 


As if ſecure of all beholders hearts, | 
Neglecting ſhe could take them. Boys like 


Cupids 


Stood fanning with their painted wings the 


winds 


That play'd about her face: but if ſhe ſmil'd, 
A darting glory ſeem'd to blaze abroad, 
That men's deſiring eyes were never weary'd, 
But hung upon the object. To ſoit flutes 


The filver oars kept time : and while they 
| _ play'd 


The hearing gave new pleaſure to the ſight, 
And both to thought. | | 


Here the imagination is warmed with 
all the objects preſented, and yet there 
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is nothing that is luſcious, or what raiſes 
any idea more looſe than that of a beau- 
tiful woman ſet off to advantage. The 
like, or a more delicate and careful ſpi- 
rit of modeſty, appears in the following 
paſſage in one of Mr. Philips's paſtorals. 


Breathe ſoft ye winds, ye waters gently flow, 
Shield her ye trees, ye flow'rs around her grow; 
Ve ſwains, I beg you, paſs in ſilence by, 
My love in yonder vale aſleep does lie. 


Deſire is corrected when there is a 
tenderneſs or admiration expreſſed which 
partakes the paſſion. Licentious lan- 
guage has ſomething brutal in it, which 
8 humanity, and leaves us in the 
condition of the ſavages in the field. 
But it may be aſked, to what good uſe 
can tend a diſcourſe of this kind at all? 


It is to alarm chaſte ears againſt ſuch as 
have what is above called the prevailing 


gentle art. Maſters of that talent are 


capable of cloathing their thoughts in 


ſo ſoft a dreſs, and ſomething ſo diſtant 
from the ſecret purpoſe of their heart, 
that the imagination of the unguarded 
is touched with a fondneſs which grows 
too inſenſibly to be reſiſted. Much 
care and concern for the lady's welfare, 


to ſeem afraid left ſhe ſhould be annoyed 
by the very air which ſurrounds her, 
and this uttered rather with kind looks, 


and expreſſed by an interjection, an Ah, 
or an Oh, at ſome little hazard in mov- 
ing or making a ſtep, than in any direct 
profeſſion of love, are the methods of 


xilful admirers: they are honeſt arts 
when their purpoſe is ſuch, but infa- 


mous when miſapplied. It is certain 


that many a young woman in this town 
has had her heart irrecoverably won by 


men who have not made one advance 
which ties their admirers, though the 


females languiſh with the utmoſt anxie- 
ty. I have often, by way of admonition 


to my female readers, given them warn- 
ing againſt agreeable company of the 
other ſex, except they are well acquaint- 


ed with their characters. Women may 

diſguiſe it if they think fit, and the more 
to do it, they may be angry at me for 
faying it; but I fay it is natural to them, 


that they have no manner of approba- 
tion of men, without ſome degree of 
love: for this reaſon he is dangerous to 


be entertained as a friend or viſitant, who 
is capable of gaining auy eminent eſteem 


or obſervation, though it be never ſo 


remote from pretenſions as a lover, If, 
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a man's heart has not the abhorrence 
of any treacherous deſign, he may eaſily 
improve approbation into kindneſs, and 
kindneſs into paſſion. There may poſ.. 
ſibly be no manner of love between them 
in the eyes of all their acquaintance; no, 
it is all friendſhip; and yet they may 
be as fond as ſhepherd and ſhepherdeſs 
in a paſtoral, but ſtill the nymph and 
the ſwain may be to each other no 


other, I warrant you, than Pylades and 
Oreſtes. e 


When Lucy decks with flowers her ſwelling 

| breaſt, | | 
And on her elbow leans, diſſembling reſt; 
Unable to refrain my madding mind, | 
Nor ſheep nor paſture worth my care I find, 

Once Delia ſlept, on eaſy moſs reclin'd, 
Her lovely limbs half bare, and rude the wind: 
J ſmooth'd her coats, and ſtole a filent kiſs; 
Condemn me, ſhepherds, if I did amiſs, 


Such good offices as theſe, and ſuch. 
friendly thoughts and concerns for one 
another, are what make up the amity, 
as they call it, between man and wo- 
man. YT 
It is the permiſſion of ſuch intercourſe, 
that makes a young woman come to 

the arms of her huſband, after the dif. 
appointment of four or five paſſions 

which ſhe has ſucceſſively had for dif- 
ferent men, before ſhe is prudentially 
ou to him for whom ſhe has neither 


love nor friendſhip. For what ſhould 


a poor creature do, that has loſt all her 
friends? There is Marinet the agree- 
able, has, to my knowledge, had a 
friendſhip for Lord Welford, which had 


like to break her heart; then ſhe had ſo 


great a friendſhip for Colonel Hardy, 
that ſhe could not endure any woman 


elſe ſhould do any thing but rail at him. 


Many and fatal have been diſaſters be- 
tween friends who have fallen out, and 
theſe reſentments are more keen than 
ever thoſe of other men can eee ver 
but in this it happens unfortunately, 
that as there ought to be nothing con- 


cealed from one friend to another, the 
friends of different ſexes very often find 
fatal effects from their unanimity. 


For my part, who ſtudy to paſs life in 
as much innocence and tranquillity as I 
can, I ſhun the company of agreeable 
women as much as poſſible; and muſt 
confeſs that I have, though a tolerable 
good philoſopher, but a low opinion of 
Platonic love: for which reaſon I thougt 
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it neceſſary to give my fair readers a 
caution againſt it, having, to my great 
concern, obſerved the waiſt of a Pla- 
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toniſt lately ſwell to a roundneſs which 
is inconſiſtent with that philoſophy, 


Ne CCCCI. TUESDAY, JUNE 10. 


IN AMORE HTC OMNIA INSUNT VITIA: 
SUSPICIONES, INIMICITIZXy, INDUCIZE, 
BELLUM, PAX RU RS UM. 


j Shall publiſh, for the entertainment 
of this day, an odd fort of a packet, 
which I have juſt received from one of 
my female correſpondents. 


= MR. SPECTATOR, 

q GIN CE you have often confeſſed that 
| you are not diſpleaſed your papers 
E fhould ſometimes convey the complaints 
of diſtreſſed lovers to each other, I am 
in hopes you will favour one who gives 
vou an undoubted inſtance of her re- 
formation, and at the ſame time a con- 
vincing proof of the happy influence 
E your labours have had over the molt in- 


of that ſpecies of women, whom you 
have often characterized under the name 


as well to do public penance for having 
3 ſo long continued in a known error, as to 
beg pardon of the party offended. I the 


E ſome meaſure anſwers the terms on 
L which he intimated the breach between 
us might poſſibly be made up, as you 


day after I had diſcarded him; which 


1 8 might the better know the whole 
caſe. Ty 

I muſt further acquaint you, that be- 
1 fore J jilted him, there had been the 
| greateſt intimacy between us for a year 
| and a half together, during all which 
ume I cheriſhed his hopes, and indulged 
bis flame, I leave you to gueſs after 
| this what muſt be his ſurpriſe, when 
upon his preſſing for my full conſent 
one day, I told him 'I wondered what 
| could make him fancy he had ever any 
| place in my affe&tions. His own ſex 
| allow him ſenſe, and all ours good- 
| breeding, His perſon is ſuch as might, 


E corrigible part of the moſt incorrigible 
You muſt know, Sir, I am one 
of Jilts, and that I ſend you theſe lines 


rather chuſe this way, becauſe it in 


will ſee by the letter he ſent me the next 


I thought fit to ſend you a copy of, that 


« perhaps never be found in another.. 


INJURIZE, 


TIR. EUN. ACT 1. c. 1. 


1T 15 THE CAPRICIOUS STATE OF LOVE, TO BE ATTENDED WITH REPROACHEg 
 $USPICIONS, ENMITIES, TRUCES, QUARRELLING, RECONCILEMENT, | 


without vanity, make him believe him- 


ſelf not incapable to be beloved. Our 


fortunes, indeed, weighed in the nice 


| ſcale of intereſt, are not exactly equa), 
_ which by the way was the true cauſe of 


my jilting him; and I had the aſſurance 
to acquaint him with the following max- 
im, that I ſhould always believe that 
man's paſhon to be the moſt violent, 
who could offer me the largeſt ſettle- 
ment. I have ſince changed my opi- 
nion, and have endeavoured to let him 
know ſo much by ſeveral letters, but 


the barbarous man has refuſed them all ; 


ſo that I have no way left of writing to 
him but by your aſſiſtance. If you can 
bring him about once more, I promiſe 


to ſend you all gloves and favours, and 
ſhall dehre the favour of Sir Roger and 


yourſelf to ſtand as godfathers to my 
firſt boy. I am, Sir, your moſt obe- 
dient, moſt humble ſervant, _ | 

N ff MORE -* 


PHILANDER TO AMORET, 


MADAM, „„ 
I Am ſo ſurpriſed at the queſtion ou 

were pleaſed to aſk me yeſterday, that 
Jam ſtill at a loſs what to fay to it. At 
leaſt my anſwer would be too long 0 


trouble you with, as it would come 


from a perſon, who, it ſeems, is ſo very 
indifferent to you. Inſtead of it, I ſhall 
only recommend to your conſideration 


the opinion of one whoſe ſentiments on 


theſe matters I have often heard you ſay 
are extremely juſt. © A generous and 
© conſtant paſſion,” ſays your favourite 
author, © in an agreeable lover, where 
© there is not too great a diſparity in 
© their circumſtances, is the greateſt 
© blefſing that can befal a perſon be- 
© loved; and if overlooked in one, may 


I do 


—— — 
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I do not, however, at all deſpair of 
being very ſhortly much better beloved 
by you than Antenor is at preſent; ſince 
whenever my fortune ſhall excecd his, 
you were plealed to intimate your paſ- 
fion would increaſe accordingly. - 

The world has feen me ſhamefully 
loſe that time to pleaſe a fickle woman, 
which might have been employed much 
more to my credit and adyantage in 
ether purſuits. I ſhall therefore take 
the liberty to acquamt you, however 
harſh it may found in a lady's ears, that 
though your love-fit ſhould happen to 
return, unleſs you could contrive a way 
to make your recantation as well known 
to the public, as they are already ap- 
priſed of the manner with which you 
have treated me, you ſhall never more 
ſee PHILANDER. 


AMORET TO PHILAN DER. 


SIR, 


TFJPON reflection, I find the injury 


T have done both to you and my- 


elf to be ſo great, that though the part 
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derneſs in mine, as none can imitate 


tor, to publiſh this my letter to Philan. 


him that I know nothing at all of tlie 


I now act may appear contrary to that 
decorum ulually obſerved by our ſex, 
yet I purpotely break through all rules, 
that my repentance may in ſome mea. 
ſure equal my crime. I affure you that 
in my preſent hopes of recovering you, 
I look upon Antenor's eſtate with con. 
tempt. The fop was here yeſterday in 
a gat chariot and new lveries, but J 
retuied to ſee him. Though I dread 
to meet your eyes, after what has paſſe, 
I flatter myſelf, that amidſt all their 
confuſion you will diſcover ſuch a ten- 


but thoſe who love. I ſhall be all this 
month at Lady D's in the country; 
but the woods, the fields, and gardens, 
without Thilander, afford no pleaturcs 
to the unhappy 

AMORET, 


I mult defire you, dear Mr. Specta. 
der as ſoon as poſſible, . and to aſſine 


death of his rich uncle in Glouceſter. 
ſhire. | 8 ö * 


Ne CCCCII. WEDNESDAY, JUNE ut. 
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WHAT THE SPECTATOR TO HIMSELF RELATEsS. 


XIXIER I to publiſh all the ad- 


vertiſements I receive from dif- 
ferent hands, and perſons of different 
circumſtances and quality, the very 
mention of them, without reflections on 


the ſeveral ſubjects, would raile all the 
paſſions whieh can be felt by human 


minds. As inſtances of this, I ſhall 
give you two or three letters; the writers 


of which can hive no recourſe to any 
legal power for redreſs, and ſeem to have 
Written rather to vent their {orrovy than 


to receive confolation, 


MRe SPECTATOR, _ | 7 

| 1 Am a young woman of beauty and 
quality, and ſuitably married to a 
gentleman who dotes on me. But this 
perſon of mine is the object of an unjuſt 
paſſion in a nobleman who is very inti- 


mate with my huſband. This friend- 


ſhip gives him very eaſy acceſs, and fre- 
quent opporcunities of entertaining me 


other circumſtance, which is, that my 
mother, the moſt mercenary of all wo- 


one, and ſuch a one, who are guilty of 


H OR. ARS por r. v. 181. 


apart. My heart is in the utmoſt au. 
guiſh, and my face is covered over with 
contuſion, when I impart to you an— 


men, is gained by this falſe friend of 
wy huſband's to ſolicit me for him. ! 
ain frequently chid by the poor belier- 
ing man my huſband, for ſhewing a 
impatience of his friend's company; 
and I am never alone with my mother, 
but ſhe tells me ſtories of the diſcre- 
tionary part of the, world, and ſuch 3 


as much as ſhe adviſes me to. She 
laughs at my aſtoniſhment ; and ſeems 
to hint to me, that as virtuous as ſis 
has always appeared, I am not tic 
daughter of her huſband. It is poſſible 
that printing this letter may relieve me 
from the unnatural importunity of WY 
mother, and the per fidious courtſhup 0 
my huſband's friend. I have an un, 

| „ feiguod 
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feigned love of virtue, and am reſolved 
to preſerve my innocence. The only 
way I can think of to avoid the fatal 
conſequences of the diſcovery of this 
matter, is to fly away for ever, which 
I muſt do to avoid my huſband's fatal 
reſentment againſt the man who attempts 
to abuſe him, and the ſhame of expoting 
a parent to infamy. The perſons con- 
cerned well know theſe circumſtances 
relate to them; and though the regard 
to virtue is dead in them, I have ſome 
hopes from their fear of ſhame upon 


reading this in your paper: which I 


conjure you to inlert, it you have any 


compaſſion for injured virtue. 


SYLVIA. 
MA. SPECTATOR, 2) 


Am the huſband of a woman of me- 
rit, but am fallen in love, as they 


call it, with a lady of her acquaintance 


who is going to be married to a gentle- 
man who deſerves her. I am in a truſt 
relating to this lady's fortune, which 
makes my concurrence in this matter 


neceſſary ; but I have fo irreſiſtible a_ 


rage and envy riſe in me when I conſider 
his future happineſs, that againſt all 


| reaſon, equity, and common juſtice, I 
a ever playing mean tricks to ſuſpend 


the nuptials. I have no manner of hopes 
for mylelf ; Emilia, for ſo I will call 


| her, is a woman of the molt ſtrict virtue; 


her lover is a gentleman who of all others 
I could wiſh my friend; but envy and 
jealouſy, though placed ſo unjuſtly, 


waſte my very being, and with the tor- 


ment and ſenſe of a demon, I am ever 
curſing what I cannot but approve. I 


wiſh it were the beginning of repentance, 
that I fit down and deſcribe my preſent. 
| diſpoſition with ſo helliſh an aſpect ; but 
| at preſent the deſtruction of theſe wr | 
excellent perſons would be more wel-⸗ | . 
come to me than their happineſs. Mr. - e my what 


down by me, and ſpoke ſo like a brother, 


Spectator, pray let me have a paper an 


| theſe terrible groundleſs ſufferings, and 
do all you can to exerciſe crowds who 


are in ſome degree poſſeſſed as I am. 
| ns CANIBAL. 
7 MR. SPECTATOR, | | 


1 I Have no other means but this to ex- 


preſs my thanks to one man, and 
my reſentment againſt another, My 
circumſtances are as follow. I have 
been for five years laſt pait courted by 
a gentleman of greater fortune than I 


ought to expect, as the market for wo- 


him, he told me 
ſo little uſe of the ungarded hours we had 
been together ſo remote from company, 
nas indeed, continued he, fo we are 


807. 


men goes. You muſt to be ſure have 
obſerved people who live in that ſort of 
way, as all their friends reckon it will. 
bea match, and are marked out by all 
the world for each other. In this view 


we have been regarded for ſome time, 
and I have above theſe three years loved 
him tenderly. As he is very careful of 


his fortune, I always thought he lived 


in a near manner, to lay up what he 
thought was wanting in my fortune to 
make up what he might expect in an- 
other. Within theſe few months I have 


_ obſerved his carriage very much altered, 


and he has affected a certain air of get- 
ting me alone, and talking with a mighty 
profuſion of paſſionate words, how I am 


not to be reſiſted longer, how irreſiſtible 


his wiſhes are, and the like. As long 
as I have been acquainted with him, 1 
could not on ſuch occaſions ſay down- 
right to him“ You know you may 
make me yours when you pleaſe.” 
But the other night he with great frank- 
neſs and impudence explained to me, 
that he thought of me only as a miſtreſs. - 
I anſwered this declaration as it deſerv- 


ed; upon which he only doubled the 


terms on which he propoſed my yield- 
ing. When ws anger heightened upon 
e was ſorry he had made 


© at preſent,* I flew from him to a 


neighbouring gentlewoman's houſe, and 


though her huſband was in the room, 
threw myſelf on a couch and burſt into 
a paſſion of tears. My friend deſired 
Her huſband to leave the room: But, 
ſaid he, there is ſomething ſo extra- 
ordinary in this, that I will partake 
© in the affliction; and be it what it 
© will, ſhe js ſo much your friend, that 


The man ſat 


that I told him my whole affliction. He 
ſpoke of the injury done me with fo 


much indignation, and animated me 
_ againſt the love he, ſzid he ſaw I had for 
the wretch who wgyld have betrayed 


me, with ſo much can and humanity 


to my weakneſs, that I doubt not of my 


perſeverance. His wife and he are my 
comforters, and I am under no more 
reſtraint in their company than if I were 
alone; and I doubt not but in a ſmall 


time contempt and hatred will take glace 
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ei 911 99. M om ve7-: en ny 
of the! remains of affection to a raſcal, 
I am, Sir, your affectionate reader, 
u ey 20m: 1M | DoRinDa. 

2 Ku £13 1311 . 

„nn dee Ar bai 
I Had the misfortune to be an uncle 
before I knew my nephews from my 
nieces, and now we art grown up to 


better acquaintance, they deny me the 
reſpect they owe, One upbraids me 


with being their familiar, another will 
hardly be perſuaded that I am an uncle, 


⁊ third calls me little uncle, and a fourth 
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tells me there is no duty at all due to an 
uncle. I have a brother-in-law whoſe 
fon will win all my affection, unleſs 
you ſhall think this worthy of your cog- 
nizance, and will be pleaſed to preſeribe 
ſome rules for our future reciprocal be. 
haviour, It will be worthy the parti. 
cularity of your genius to lay down 
rules for his conduct, who was, as it 
were, born an old man, in which you 
will much oblige, Sir, your moſt obe- 
dient ſervant, . 

1 CorNELIvs NEpos. 
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QUI MORES HOMINUM MULTORUM VIDIT 


Hog. Ars POET. v. 142. 


WHO MANY TOWNS, AND CHANGE OF MANNERS, SAW». 


2 Wurs I conſider this great city 


in it's ſeveral quarters and di- 
viſions, I look upon it as an aggregate 
of various nations pms e cn 
each other by their reſpective cuſtoms, 
manners, and intereſts. The courts of 


* 


two countries do not ſo much differ from 
one another, as the court and city in 


their peculiar ways of life and conver- 


ſation. In ſhort; the inhabitants of St. 


James 's, engere V. they live un- 
der the ſame laws, and ſpeak the ſame 


language, are a diſtinct people from thoſe 


of Cheapſide, who are likewiſe removed 


from thoſe of the Temple on the one 


ſide, and thoſe of Smithfield on the 


other, by ſeveral climates and degrees 


in their way of thinking and converſing 
together. Es 
For this reaſon, when any public af- 


Fair is upon the anvil, I love to hear the 


refle&ions that ariſe upon it in the ſeve- 
ral diftris and parithes of London and 


Weſtminſter, and to ramble up and 


down a whole day together, in order to 


make myſelf acquainted with the opi- 
nions of my ingenious countrymen. By 
this means I know the faces of all the 
principal politicians within the bills of 
mortality; and-as every coffee-houle has 
ſome particular ſtateſman belonging to 
it, who is:the mouth of the ſtreet where 
he Jives, I always take care to place my- 


ſelf near him, in order to know his judg- 


ment on the preſent poſture of affairs. 


The laſt progres that I made with this 


RosCOMMONe 


intention, was about three months ago, 
when we had a current report of the 
King of France's death. As I foreſaw 
this would produce a new face of things 
in Europe, and many curious ſpecula- 
tions in our Britiſh coffee-houſes, I was 
very defirous to learn the thoughts of 
our moſt eminent politicians on that oc- 
cM Ts 
That Imight begin as near the foun- 


_ tain-head as poſſible, I firſt of all called 


in at St. James's, where I found the 
whole outward room in a buz of politics, 
The ſpeculations were but very indit- 
ferent towards the door, but grevy finer 
as you advanced to the upper end ot the 
room, and were ſo very much improved 
by a knot of theoriſts, who ſat in the 
inner room, within the ſteams of the 
coffee-pot, that I there heard the whole 
Spaniſh monarchy diſpoſed of, and all 
the line of Bourbon provided for in lels 
than a quarter of an Der | e 
I afterwards called in at Giles's, where 


s 


J faw a board of French gentlemen ſit- 


ting upon the life and death of their 


Grand Monarque. "Thoſe among them 
who had eſpouſed the Whig intereſt, 
very poſitively affirmed, that he departed 
this life about a week ſince, and there- 
tore proceeded without any further delay 
to the releaſe of their friends in the gal- 


lies, and to their own re- eſtabliſnment; 


but finding they could not agree among 
themſelves, I proceeded on my intended 
progreſs, e 
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| but finding them going out of my 


r ere: 


Upon my arrival at Jenny Man's, I 


ſaw an alert young fellow that cocked 


his hat upon a friend of his who entered 


juſt at the ſame time with myſelf, and 


accoſted him after the following manner: 
« Well, Jack, the old prig 1s dead at 
« laſt. Sharp's the word. 
« never, boy. Up to the walls of Paris 
directly.“ With ſeveral other deep 
reflections of the ſame nature. | 

I met with very little variation in the 
politics between Charing Croſs and Co- 


vent Garden. And upon my going into 


Will's, I found their difcorrfe was gone 
off from the death of the French King 
to that of Monſieur Boilean, Racine, 
Corneille, and ſeveral other poets, whom 
they regretted, on this occaſion, as 
perſons who would have obliged the 
world with very noble elegies on the 
death of ſo great a prince, and ſo emi- 
nent a patron of learning. 33 

At a coffee-houſe near the Temple, I 
found a couple of young gentlemen en- 
gaged very {martly in a diſpute on the 
ſucceſſion to the Spaniſh monarchy. One 
of them ſeemed to have been retained as 
advocate for the Duke of Anjou, the 
other for his Imperial Majeſty. They 


were both for regulating the title of that 


kingdom by the ſtatute favs of cy, ee 
| epth, 
I paſſed forward to Paul's church-yard, 


| where I liſtened with great attention to 
| learned man who gave the company 
an account of the deplorable ſtate of 
France during the minority of the de- 
| ceaſed king, 5 1 


L then turned on my right-hand into 


| Fiſh Street, where the chief politician 
| of that quarter, upon hearing the news, 
| (after having taken a pipe of tobacco, 
and ruminated for ſome time)“ If, 
| fays he, © the King of France is cer- 
| © tainly dead, we ſhall have plenty of 
| * mackarel this ſeaſon : our fiſhery will 
| © Not be diſturbed by privateers, as it 
| © has been for theſe ten years paſt.” He 
| afterwards conſidered how the death of 
| this great man would affect our pilchards, 
| and by ſeveral other remarks infuſed a 
| general joy into his whole audience. 


Iafterwards entered a by- coffee-houſe 


chat ſtood at the \ pper end of a narrow | 


Now or 


. 


4, 


lane, where I met with a nonjuror en- 
gaged very warmly with a laceman who 
was the great ſupport of a neighbouring 
conventicle. The matter in debate was, 
whether the late French King was moſt 
like Auguſtus Cæſar or Nero. The 
controverſy was carried on with great 
heat on both ſides, and as each of them 
looked upon me very frequently during 
the courſe of their debate, I was under 
ſome apprehenſion that they would ap- 
peal to me, and therefore laid down my 
penny at the bar, and made the beſt of 
my way to Cheapſide. : 
I here gazed upon the ſigns for ſome 
time before I found one to my purpoſe. 
The firſt object I met in the coffee-room, 
was a perſon who expreſſed a great grief 
for the death of the French King; but 
upon his explaining himſelf, I found 
his ſorrow did not ariſe from the loſs of 
the monarch, bur for his having ſold 
out of the Bank about three days before 
he heard the news of it. Upon which 
a haberdaſher, who was the oracle of 
the coffee-houſe, and had his circle of 
admirers about him, called ſeveral to 
witneſs that he had declared his opinion 
above a week before, that the French 
King was certainly dead; to which he 
added, that conſidering the late advices 
we had received from France, it was 
impoſſible that it could be otherwiſe, 
As he was laying theſe together, and 


_ diftating to his hearers with great au- 


thority, there came in a gentleman from 
Garraway's, who told us that there were 

ſeveral letters from France juſt come in, 
with advice that the king was in good 


health, and was gone out a hunting the 


very morning the poſt came away. U 

which the haberdaſher ſtole off his hat 
that hung upon a wooden peg by him, 
and retired to his ſhop with great con- 


fuſion. This intelligence put a ſtop to 
my travels, which I had proſecuted with 
fo much ſatisfaction; not being a little 
pleaſed to hear ſo many different opi- 


nions upon ſo great an event; and to 


obſerve how naturally upon ſuch a piece 


of news every one is apt to conſider it 


_ with regard to his particular intereſt and 
advantage, V 


L 
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n OMNIA POSSUMUS 


WIT DIFFERENT TALENTS FORM'P, ME VARIOUSLY EXCEL, 


ATURE does nothing in vain: 
the Creator of the univerſe has 
appointed every thing to a certain uſe 
and purpoſe, and determined it to a ſet- 
tled courſe and ſphere of action, from 
which if it in the leaſt deviates, it be- 
comes unfit to anſwer thoſe ends for 
which it was deſigned. In like manner 
it is in the diſpoſitions of ſociety, the 
eivil ceconomy is formed in a chain as 
well as the natural: and in either caſe 
the breach of but one link puts the whole 
in ſome diſorder. It is, I think, pretty 


plain, that moſt of the abſurdity and 


ridicule we meet with in the world, is 
nerally owing to the impertinent af- 
ectation of excelling in characters men 


are not fit for, and for which Nature 


never deſigned them. 9855 
Every man has one or more qualities 
which may make him uſeful both to 
himſelf and others : Nature never fails 
of pointing them out, and while the 
Infant continues under her guardian- 
ſmhip, ſhe brings him on in his way, and 
then offers herſelf for a guide in what 
remains of the journey; if he proceeds 
in that courſe, he can hardly miſcarry : 
Nature makes good her engagements ; 
for as ſhe never promiſes what ſhe is not 
able to perform, ſo ſhe never fails of 
performing what ſhe promiſes. But 
the misfortune is, men deſpiſe what they 
may be maſters of, and affect what they 
are not fit for; they reckon themſelves 
already poſſeſſed of what their genius 
inclined them to, and fo bend all their 
ambition to excel in what is out of their 
reich. Thus they deſtroy the uſe of 
_ their natural talents, in the ſame man- 
ner as covetous men do their quiet and 
repoſe ; they can enjoy no ſatisfaction 
in what they have, hecauſe of the abſurd 
inclination they are poſſeſſed with for 
What they have not. 3 
Cleanthes had good ſenſe, a great 
memory, and a conſtitution capable of 
the cloſeſt application. In a word, there 
was no profeſſion in which Cleanthes 
might not have made a very good figure; 


but this would not ſatisfy him, he takes 
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OMNES, 
VII G. EcL. v. 63. 


dowyright coxcomb, and will remain to 


there was nothing in which Valerio did 


would not ſtand ſo much alone in ora- 


up an unaccountable fondneſs for the 
character cf » fine gentleman; all his 
thoughts are bent upon this: inſtead 
of attending a diſſection, frequenting 
the courts of juſtice, or ſtudying the 
fathers, Cleanthes reads plays, danccs, 
dreſſes, and ſpends his time in drawing. 
rooms; inſtead of being a good lawyer, 
divine, or phyſician, Cleanthes is 2 


all that know him a contemptible ex- 
ample of talents miſapplied. It is to 
this affectation the world owes it's whole 
race of coxcombs : Nature in her whole 
drama never drew ſuch a part; ſhe has 
ſometimes made a fool, but a coxcomb 
is always of a man's own making, by 
applying his talents otherwiſe than Na- 

ture deſigned, who ever bears a high 
reſentment for being put out of her 
courſe, and never fails of taking her re. 
venge on thoſe that do ſo. Oppoſing 
her tendency in the application of a 
man's parts, has the ſame ſucceſs as de. 
clining from her courſe in the production 
of vegetables: by the aſſiſtance of art 
and an hot-bed, we may poſſibly extort 
an unwilling plant, or an untimely ſal- 
lad ; but how weak, how taſteleſ; and 
inſipid ! Juſt as inſipid as the poetry of 
Valerio: Valerio had an univerſal cha- 
racter, was genteel, had learning, thought 
juſtly, ſpoke correctly; it was believed 


not excel; and it was fo far true, that 
there was but one; Valerio had no ge- 
nius for poetry, yet he is reſolved to be 
a poet; he writes verſes, and takes great 
ains to convince the town, that Valerio 
is not that extraordinary perſon he was 
taken for. _ ng 
If men would be content to graft upon 
Nature, and aſſiſt her operations, what 
mighty effects might we expect? Tully 


tory, Virgil in poetry, or Czar in war. 

T's bull views Norms: is laying the 

foundation upon a rock; every thing 

diſpoſes itſelf into order as it were 0 

courſe, and the whole work is half done 

as ſoon as undertaken. Cicero's _ 
Ds; EE | inch 


\clined him to oratory, Virgil's to fol- 
= the train of the Mules ; they piouſly 
obeyed the admonition, and were re- 
warded. Had Virgil attended the bar, 
his modeſt and ingenuous virtue would 
ſurely have made but a very indifferent 
figurez and Tully's declamatory incli- 
nation would have been as uſeleſs in 

try. Nature, if left to herſelf, leads 
us on in the beſt courſe, but will do no- 
thing by compulſion and conſtraint; and 
if we are not ſatisfied to go her way, we 
are always the greateſt ſufferers by it. 


Wherever Nature deſigns a produe- 


tion, ſhe always diſpoſes ſeeds proper 


for it, which are as abſolutely neceſſary 
to the formation of any moral or intel- 


lectual excellence, as they are to the be- 
ing and growth of plants; and I know 
not by what fate and folly it is, that 
men are taught not to reckon him equal- 
ly abſurd that will write verſes in ſpite 


of Nature, with that gardener that ſhould 


undertake to raiſe a jonquil or tulip 
without the help of their reſpective ſeeds, 

As there is no good or bad quality 
that does not affect both ſexes, ſo it is 
not to be imagined but the fair · ſex mutt 
have ſuffered by an affectation of this 
nature, at leaſt as much as the other. 
The ill effect of it is in none ſo conſpi- 
cuous as in the two oppoſite characters 
of Cælia and Iras: Cælia has all the 
charms of perſon, together with an 
abundant ſweetneſs of nature, but wants 
wit, and has a very ill voice; Iras is 
ugly and ungenteel, but has wit and 
good ſenſe: if Czlia would be ſilent, 


her beholders would adore her; if Iras 
would talk, her hearers would admire 


her; but Cælia's tongue runs inceſſaat- 
iy, while Iras gives herſelf ſilent airs 
and ſoft Janguors, fo that it is difficult 
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ſo well. 
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to perſuade one's ſelf that Celia has 
beauty, and Iras wit: each neglects her 
own excellence, and is ambitious of the 
other's character; Iras would be thought 
to have as much beauty as Czlia, and 
Czlia as much wit as Iras. 

The great misfortune of this affecta- 
tion is, that men not only loſe a good 
2 but alſo contract a bad one: 
they not only are unfit for what they 
were deſigned, but they aſſign them- 
ſelves to what they are not fit for; and 
inſtead of making a very good figure 
one way, make a very ridiculous one 
another. If Semanthe would have been 
ſatisfied with her natural complexion, 
ſhe might ſtill have been celebrated by 
the name of the olive beauty; but Sc- 
manthe has taken up an affectation to 
white and red, and is now diſtinguiſhed 
by the character of the lady that paints 
In a word, could the world 
be reformed to the obedience of that 
famed diftate—* Follow Nature, which 
the oracle at Delphos pronounced to 


Cicero when he confulted what courſe 
of ſtudies he ſhoukl purſue, we ſhould 


ſee almoſt every man as eminent in his 


propher ſphere as Tully was in his, and 


ſhould in a very ſhort time find imper- 
tinence and affectation baniſhed from 
among the women, and coxcombs and 
falſe characters from among the men. 
For my part, I could never conſider this 
prepoſterous repugnance to Nature any 
otherwiſe, than not only as the greateſt 

folly, but alſo one of the moſt heinous 
crimes, ſince it is a direct oppoſition to 
the diſpoſition of Providence, and (as 
Tully expreſſes it) like the ſin of the 

giants, an actual rebellion againſt Hea- 


ven. 
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WITH HYMNS DIVINE THF JOYOUS BANQUET ENDS; 
THE PEANS LENGTHEN'D TILL THE SUN DESCENDS 
THE GREEKS RESTOR'D THE GRATEFUL NOTES PROLONG 5 


APOLLO LISTENS AND APPROVES THE SONG. 


Porz. 


Am very ſorry to find, by the opera muſic that is now living, or that per- 
bills for this day, that we are likely haps ever appeared upon a tage. I need 


to loſe the greateſt performer in dramatic not acquaint my reader, that I am ſpeak- 


ing 
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ing of Signior Nicolini. The town is 
highly obliged to that excellent artiſt, 
wn us the Italian muſic in 
it's perfection, as well as for that gene- 
rous approbation he lately gave to an 
opera of our on country, in which the 
compoſer endeavoured to do juſtice to the 
beauty of the words, by following that 
noble example, which has been ſet him 


by the greateſt foreign maſters in that 


art. „ 
I could heartily wiſh there was the 
fame application and endeavours to 


_ cultivate and improve our church-muſic, 


as have been lately beſtowed on that of 
the ſtage. Our compolers have one very 


great incitement to it : they are ſure to 


meet with excellent words, and at the 
ſame time, a wonderful variety of them. 


There is no paſſion that is not finely 


expreſſed in thoſe parts of the inſpired 


Writings, which are proper for divine 
ſongs and anthems. | 


There is a certain coldneſs and indif- 


| ference in the phraſes of our European 
languages, when they are compared with 


the oriental forms of ſpeech: and it hap- 
pens very luckily, that the Hebrew 1dioms 


run into the Engliſh tongue with a par- 
_ ticular grace and beauty. Our language 
has received innumerable elegancies and 
improvements, from that infuſion of He- 
braiſms, which are derived to it out of 
the poetical paſſages in Holy Writ. They 
2 a force and energy to our expreſ- 


on, warm and animate our language, 
and convey our thoughts in more ardent 
and intenſe phraſes, than any that are to 


be met with in our own tongue. There 
is ſomething ſo pathetic in this Kind of 


diction, that it often ſets the mind in a 


flame, and makes our hearts burn with- 


in us. How cold and dead does a prayer 


appear, that is compoſed in the moſt ele- 


gant and polite forms of ſpeech, which 
are natural to our tongue, when it is 
not heightened by that ſolemnity of 


phraſe, which / may be drawn from the 


Sacred Writings. It has been ſaid by 


ſome of the ancients, that if the gods 
woeere to talk vith men, they would cer- 


tainly ſpeak in Plato's ſtile; but I think 
we may ſay, with juſtice, that when 
mortals converſe with their Creator, 
they cannot do it in ſo proper a ſtile as 
in that of the Holy Scriptures. 

If any one would judge of the beau- 
ties of poetry that are to be met with in 
the Divine Writings, and examine how 


kindly the Hebrew manners of ſpeech 
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mix and incorporate, with the Engliſn 
aasee after having peruſed the book 
of Pſalms, let him read a literal tran. 
lation of Horace or Pindar. He will 
find in theſe two laſt ſuch an abſurdity 
and confuſion of ſtile, with ſuch a com. 
parative poverty of imagination, as will 


make him very ſenſible of what I have 


been here advancing. 
Since we have therefore ſuch a trea. 


ſury of words, ſo beautiful in them 


ſelves, and ſo proper for the airs of mu- 


fic, I cannot but wonder that perſons of 


diſtinction ſhould give ſo little attention 
and encouragement to that kind of mu- 
fic, which would have it's foundation 
in reaſon, and which would improve our 


virtue in proportion as it raiſed our de- 


light. The paſſions that are excited by 
ordinary compoſitions generally flow 
from ſuch ſilly and abſurd occaſions, 


that a man is aſhamed to reflect upon 


them ſeriouſly; but the fear, the love, 
the ſorrow, the indignation, that are 
awakened in the mind by hymns and 


anthems, make the heart better, and pro- 


cced from ſuch cauſes as are altogether 


reaſonable and praiſe-worthy. Pleaſure 


and dnty go hand in hand, and the 
greater our ſatisfaction is, the greater is 
our religion. bes 8 

Muſic among thoſe who were ſtiled 
the choſen people was a religious art. 
The ſongs of Sion, which we have rea- 
ſon to believe were high in repute among 


the courts of the eaſtern monarchs, were 


nothing elſe but pſalms and pieces of 


poetry that adored or celebrated the du- 


preme Being. The greateſt conqueror 
in this holy nation, after the manner of 
the old Grecian lyrics, did not only 


compoſe the words of his divine odes, 


but generally ſet them to muſic himſelf: 
after which, his works, though they 
were conſecrated to the tabernacle, be. 
came the national entertainment, as well 
as the devotion of his people. | 

The firſt original of the drama was 
a religious worſhip conſiſting only of 3 
chorus, which was nothing elſe but 2 


hymn to a deity. As luxury and vo- 


luptuouſneſs prevailed over innocence 
and religion, this form of worſhip de- 
generated into tragedies; in which how- 
ever the chorus ſo far remembered its 
firſt office, as to brand every thing thi! 
was vicious, and recommend every thing 
that was laudable, to intercede with 
Heaven for the innocent, and to im- 


lore it's vengeance on the criminal. 
T | S 1288 Fo Homer 


Homer and Heſiod intimate to us how 
this art ſhould be applied, when they 
repreſent the Muſes as ſurrounding Ju- 
piter, and warbling their hymns about 
his throne. I might ſhew from innu . 
merable paſſages in ancient writers, not 
only that vocal and inſtrumental mu- 
Ec were made uie of in their religious 
Y worſhip, but that their moſt favourite 
E diverſions were filled with longs and 
. hymns to their reſpective deities. Had 
woe frequent entertainments of this na- 


purify and exalt our paſſions, give our 
thoughts a proper turn, and cheriſh thoſe 
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TO THE COUNTRY WITH us. 


HE following letters bear a pleaſ- 


ing image of the joys and ſatis- 


& factions of a private life. The firſt is 


E from a gentleman to a friend, for whom 


be has a very great reſpect, and to whom 
he communicates the ſatisfaction he 
takes in retirement; the other is a letter 


my Lapland lover. This correſpondent is 
ſo kind as to tranſlate another of Schef- 
ke's ſongs in a very agrecable manner. 
Ipubliſh them together, that the young 
ad old may find ſomething in the ſame 
per which may be ſuitable to their re- 
ſpective taftes in ſolitude; for I know 
vo fault in the deſcription of ardent de- 
| fires, provided they are honourable. 
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= kind letter; by which I find you 
bitt 

oo the country, and enjoy that mixt ſtate 
lich wife men both delight in, and are 
Qualified for. Methinks moſt of the 
E Plulolophers and moraliſts have run too 
roch into extremes, in praiſing entirely 
either ſolitude or public life; in the for- 
Ver men generally grow uſeleſs by too 
och reſt, and in the latter, are deſtroy- 
I by too much precipitation; as waters, 


ture among us, they would not a little 


to me, occaſioned by an ode written by 


La) 


YU have obliged me with a very 


he ſcene of your life from the town 
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divine impulſes in the ſoul, which every 
one feels that has not ſtifled them by 
ſenſual and immoderate pleaſures. 


Mutic, when thus applied, raiſes no- 
ble hints in the mind of the hearer, and 


fills it with great conceptions. It 


ſtrengthens devotion, and advances praiſe 


into rapture, it lengthens out every act 


of worſhip, and produces more 1 


and permanent impreſſions in the mind, 


than thoſe which accompany any tran- 
ſient form of words that are uttered-in 
the ordinary method of religious wor- 
ſhip. 1 S ; P04 - 


0 
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Ac $TUDIA ADOLESCENTIAM ALUNT, SENECTUTEM OBLECTANT, SECUNDAS 
ES ORNAN T, ADVERSIS SOLATIUM ET PERFUGIUM PREBENT; DELECTANT | 
DoMt, NON IMPEDIUNT FOR1S; PERNOCTANT NOBISCUM, PEREGRINANTUR)y 


ruxsr STUDIES IMPROVE YOUTH 3 DELIGHT OLD AGE; ARE THE ORNAMENT 
or PROSPERITY AND REFUGE OF ADVERSITY; PLEASE AT HOME; ARE NO IN- 
CUMBRANCE ABROAD; LODGE WITH US; TRAVEL WITH US, AND RETIRE IN» 


lying ſtill, putrify and are good for no- 


thing; and running violently on, do but 


the more miſchief in their paſſage to 


others, and are ſwallowed up and loſt 
the ſooner themſelves. Thoſe who, like 


you, can make theniſclves uſeful to all 
ſtates, ſhould be like gentle ſtreams, 


that not only glide through lonely vales 
and foreſts amidſt the flocks and ſhep- 


herds, but viſit populous towns in their 


courſe, and are at once of ornament and 
ſervice to them. But there is another 


fort of people who ſeem deſigned for fo- 
litude, thoſe I mean who have more to 


hide than to ſhew : as for my own part, I 


am one of thoſe of whom Seneca ſays— 


© Tem umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in tur- 
© bidoefſe quicquid in luce eſt. Some men, 
like pictures, are fitter for a corner 
© than a full light ;j* and I believe ſuch 


as have a natural bent to ſolitude, are 


like waters which may be forced into 


fountains, and exalted to a great height, 
may make a much nobler figure, and a 


much louder noiſe, but after all run 


more ſinoothly, equally, and plentifully, 


in their own natural courſe upon the 


ground. The conſideration of this would 


make me very well contented with the 
pultcſhon only of that quiet which Cow- 
icy calls the companion of obſcurity ; 

N | bur 
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dut whoever has the Muſes too for his 
companions, can never be idle enough 
to be uncaſy. Thus, Sir, you ſee I 
would flatter myſelf into a good opinion 
of my own way of living: Plutarch juſt 
now told me, that it is in human life as 
in a game at tables, one may wiſh he had 
the higheſt caſt, but if his chance be 
otherwiſe, he is even to play it as well as 
he can, and make the beſt of it. I am, 
Sir, your moſt obliged, and moſt hum- 
ble ſervant. | 1 


MA. SPECTATOR, | 7 
THE town being ſo well pleaſed with 
the fine picture of artleſs love, 
which Nature inſpired the Laplander to 
paint in the ode you lately printed; we 
were in hopes that the ingenious tranſ. 
lator would have obliged it with the 
other alſo which Scheffer has given us; 


but ſince he has not, a much inferior 


hand has ventured to ſend you this. 

It is a cuſtom with the northern lovers 
to divert themſelves with a ſong, whilſt 
they journey through the fenny moors 

to pay a viſit to their miſtreſſes. This 
is addreſſed by the lover to his rein-deer, 
which is the creature that in that coun- 
try ſupplies the want of horſes. The 
_ circumſtances which ſucceſſively preſent 
_ themſelves to him in his way, are, I be- 
lieve you will think, naturally inter- 
woven. The anxiety of abſence, the 
gloomineſs of the roads, and his reſolu- 
tion of frequenting only thoſe, fince 


- thoſe only can carry him, to the object 


of his defires ; the diſſatisfaction he ex- 
preſſes even at the greateſt ſwiftneſs with 
which he is carried, and his joyful ſur. 
priſe at an unexpected fight of his miſ- 
treſs as ſhe is bathing, ſeem beautifully 
_ deſcribed in the original. Rn 
If all thoſe pretty images of rural na- 
ture are loſt in the imitation, yet poſ- 
ſihly you may think fit to let this ſupply 
the place of a long letter, when want, of 
leiſure or indiſpoſition for writing will 


not permit our being entertained by 


THE SPECTATOR, 


| Imperuous love demands the lightning 


Around us far the ruſhy moors are ſpread: 


our own hand. I ſe ſuch a time, 
cauſe though it is natural to have ; 
fondneſs for what one does one's (elf 
yet I aſſure you I would not have ay 
thing of mine diſplace a ſingle line of 
yours. | 


; ve”. Wm 
HASTE, my rain- deer, and let us nimily | 
« | 


8 
Our am' rous journey through this dreay 
i waſte 3 | 
Haſte, my rain-deer! ſtill ſtill thou art too ſoy, 


haſte, 


| 11. 


Soon will the ſun withdraw his chearfulray; 
Darkling and tir'd we ſhall the marſhes tread 
No lay unſung to cheat the tedious wa, 


ES 171. 
The wat' ry length of theſe unjoyous mo: 
Does all the flow'ry meadows pride exc}; 
Thro' theſe I fly to her my ſoul adores; 
Ye flow'ry meadows, empty pride, farext! 
es Iv. 
Each moment from the charmer I'm conſin 
My breaſt is tortur'd with impatient fir; 
Fly, my rain-deer, fly ſwifter than the wind, 
Thy tardy feet wing with my fierce deſires 
| Yo | 
Our pleaſing tail will then be ſoon o'erpai, 
And thou, in wonder loſt, ſhall view my far, 
Admire each feature of the lovely maid, 
Her artleſs charms, her bloom, her ſprighty 
| VI. . 
But lo! with graceful motion there ſhe ſvn! 
Gently removing each ambitious Wave; 
The crouding waves tranſported claſp ht 
limbs: | | | 
When, when, oh when ſhall I ſuch frt 
dom have ! Mo 
| Vile 
In vain, ye envious ſtreams, ſo faſt ye flow 
To hide her from a lover's ardent gaze: 
From every touch you more tranſparentg 
And all reveal'd the beauteous wanton Pl 
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08 T foreign writers who have 
given any character of the Eng- 

liſh nation, whatever vices they aſcribe 
to it, allow in general, that the people 
are naturally modeſt, It proceeds per- 


our orators are obſerved to make uſe of 
bes gefture or action than thoſe of other 
countries. Our preachers ſtand ſtock 
{till in the pulpit, and will not ſo much 
as move a finger to ſet off the beit ſer- 
mons in the world. We meet with the 
ſame ſpeaking ſtatues at our bars, and 
in all public places of debate. Our words 
E flow from us in a ſmooth continued 
E frream, without thoſe ſtrainings of the 
voice, motions of the body, and majeſty 
of the hand, which are ſo much cele- 
brated in the orators of Greece and 
Rome. We can talk of life and death 
in cold blood, and keep our temper in a 
diſcourſe which turns upon every thing 
that is dear to us. Though our zeal 
breaks out in the fineſt tropes and 

& figures, it is not able to ſtir a limb about 

us. I have heard it obſerved more than 

once by thoſe who have ſeen Italy, that 
an untravelled Engliſhman cannot reliſh 


2 
_ 


all the beauties of Italian pictures, be- 
aaule the poſtures which are expreſſed in 
them are often ſuch as are peculiar to 
E that country. One who has not ſeen an 
Laalian in the pulpit, will not know what 
= to make of that noble geſture in Ra- 
E phael's picture of St. Paul preaching at 
E Athens, where the apoſtle is repreſented 
as lifting up both his arms, and pouring 
out the thunder of his rhetoric amidſt an 
audience of Pagan philoſophers. 


vehement exertions of the voice cannot 
be too much ſtudied by a public orator. 
They are a kind of comment to what he 
& Utters, and enforce every thing he ſays, 
with weak hearers, better than the 
& {irongeſt argument he can make ule of. 
They keep the audience awake, and fix 
| their attention to what is delivered to 
| them, at the ſame time that they ſhew the 
I ſpeaker is in earneſt, and affected himſelf 
Vith what he fo paſſionately recommends 


haps from this our national virtue, that 


It is certain that proper geſtures and 
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—n—_—_—_w ABEST FACUNDIS GRATIA DICTIS, 


Ovip., MET. L. XIII. v. 127. 


ELOQUENT WORDS A GRACEFUL MANNER WANT. 


to others. Violent geſture andvociferation 
naturally ſhake the hearts of the igno- 
rant, and fill them with a kind of reli- 
gious horror. Nothing is more frequent 
than to {ce women weep and tremble at 
the fight of a moving preacher, though 
he is placed quite out of their hearing; 
as in England we very frequently lee 
people lulled aſleep with ſolid and ela- 
borate diſcourſes of piety, who would 
be warmed and tranſported out of them- 


ſelves by the bellowing and diſtortions 
of enthuſiaſm. | 


If nonſenſe, when accompanied with 


ſuch an emotion of mind and body, has 


ſuch an influence on men's minds, what 


might we not expect from many of thoſe 


admirable diſcourſes which are printed 


in our tongue, were they delivered with 
a becoming fervour, and with the moſt 
agreeable graces of voice and geſture ? 


We are told that the great Latin ora« 
his health by 


this laterum contentio, this vehemence of - 


tor very much impai 


action, with which he uled to deliver 


himſelf, The Greek orator was like 


wile ſo very famous for this particular 
in rhetoric, that one of his antagoniſt 
whom he had baniſhed from Athens, 


reading over the oration which had pro- 


cured his baniſhment, and ſeeing his 
friends admire it, could not forbear aſk- 


ing them, if they were ſo much affected 


by the bare reading of it, how much 


more they would have been alarmed, 


had they heard him actually throwing 
out ſuch a ſtorm of eloquence. 
How cold and dead a figure, in com- 
pariſon of theſe two great men, does an 
orator often make at the Britiſh bar, 
holding up his head with the moſt inſi- 


pid ſercaity, and ſtroking the ſides of a 
wig that reaches down to his mid- 


dle? The truth of it is, there is often 
nothing more ridiculous than the geſtures 
of an Engliſh ſpeaker ; you ſee ſome of 
them running their hands into their 


pockets as far as ever they can thruſt 


them, and others looking with great at- 

tention on a piece of paper that has no- 

thing written in it; you may ſee many a 
N | ſmart 
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ſmart rhetorician turning his hat in his 
hands, moulding it into ſeveral different 
cocks, examining ſometimes the lining 
of it, and ſometimes the button, during 
the whole courſe of his harangue. A 
deaf man would think he was cheapening 
a beaver, when perhaps he is talking of 
the fate of the Britiſh nation. I remem-' 
ber when TI was a young man, and uſed 
to frequent Weſtminſter Hall, there was 
a counſellor who never pleaded without 
a piece of packthread in his hand, which 
he uſed to twiſt about a thumb or a finger 
all the while he was ſpeaking: the wags 
of thoſe days uſed to call it the thread of 
his diſcourſe, for he was not able to ut- 
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ter a word without it. One of his clients, 
who was more merry than wiſe, ſtole it 
from him one day in the midſt of his 
pleading; but he had better have let it 
alone, for he loſt his cauſe by his jeſt. 


I have all along acknowledged myſelf 


to be a dumb man, and therefore may 
be thought a very improper perſon to 


give rules for oratory; but I believe 


every one will agree with me in this, 


that we ought either to lay aſide all kinds 


of geſture, (which ſeems to be very ſuit- 
able to the genius of our nation) or at 
leaſt to make uſe of ſuch only as are 
graceful and expreſſive, 

1 | 0 
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DECET AFFECTUS ANIMI NEQUE SE NIMIUM ERIGERE, NEC SUBJACERE STI. 


VILITER, 


TuLL, DE FiNI:Vs. 


WE SHOULD KEEP OUR PASSIONS FROM BEING EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE, OR 
| SERVILELY DEPRESSED. | 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


1 Have always been a very great lover 


of your ſpeculations, as well in re- 


gard of the ſubje&t, as to your manner 


of treating it. Human nature I always 
tbought the moſt uſeful object of hu- 
man reaſon, and to make the conſidera- 
tion of it pleaſant and entertaining, I 
always thought the beſt employment of 
human wit: other parts of philoſophy 
may perhaps make us wiſer, but this 
not only anſwers that end, but makes 
us better too. Hence it was that the 
oracle pronounced Socrates the wiſeſt of 
all men living, becauſe he judicioufly 
made choice of human nature for the 
object of his thoughts; an inquiry into 
which as much exceeds all other learn- 
| Ing, as it is of more conſequence to ad- 
juſt the true nature and meaſures of 
right and wrong, than to ſettle the diſ- 
tance of the planets, and compute the 
times of their circumvolutions. 


One good effect that will immediately 


ariſe from a mere obſervation of human 
nature, is, that we ſhall ceaſe to wonder 
at thoſe actions which men are uſed to 
reckon wholly unaccountable; for as 
nothing is produced without a cauſe, fo 
by obſerving the nature and courſe 
of the paſſions, we ſhall be able to trace 
every action from it's firſt conception to 
it's death. We ſhall no more admire 


at the proceedings of Catiline or Tibe- 


rius, when we know the one was ac- 


tuated by a cruel jealouſy, the other by 
a furious ambition: for the actions of 
men follow their paſſions as naturally 
as light does heat, or as any other effect 
flows from it's cauſe ; reaſon mult be 
employed in adjuſting tlie paſſions, but 
they muſt ever remain the principles of 
action. | Tbs 
The ſtrange and abſurd variety that 
is ſo apparent in men's actions, ſhews 
plainly they can never proceed imme- 
diately from reaſon; ſo pure a fountain 
emits no ſuch troubled waters: they 
mult neceſſarily ariſe from the paſſions, 
which are to the mind as the winds to 
a ſhip, they only can move it, and they 
too often deſtroy it; if fair and gentle, 
they guide it into the harbour; if con- 
trary and furious, they overſet it in the 
waves: in the ſame manner is the mind 
aſſiſted or endangered by the paſſions; 
reaſon muſt then take the place of pilot, 
and can never fail of ſecuring her charge 
if ſhe--be not wanting to herſelf: the 
ſtrength of the. paſſions will never be 
accepted as an excuſe for complying 
with them; they were deſigned for ſub- 
jection, and if a man ſuffers them to get 
the upper hand, he then betrays the 
liberty of his own ſoul, _ 
As nature has framed the ſeveral ſpe- 
cies of beings as it were in a chaW, 9 
man ſeems to be placed as the * 
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ink between angels and brutes : hence 
he participates both of fleſh and ſpirit 
by an admirable tie, which in him oc- 
caſions perpetual war of paſſions; and 
as a man inclines to the angelic or brute 
part of his conſtitution, he is then de- 
nominated good or bad, "virtuous, or 
wicked; if love, mercy, and good-nature, 
prevail, they ſpeak him of the angel ; 
if hatred, cruelty, and envy predomi- 
nate, they declare his kindred to the 
brute, Hence it was that ſome of the 
ancients imagined, that as men in this 
| life inclined more to the angel or the 
brute, ſo after their death they ſhould 
tranſmigrate into the one or the other ; 
and it would be no unpleaſant notion to 


conſider the ſeveral ſpecies of brutes, 


into which we may imagine that tyrants, 

miſers, the proud, malicious, and ill- 
natured, might be changed. | 

As a conſequence of this original, all 
paſſions are in all men, but appear not 
in all; conſtitution, education, cuſtom 
of the country, reaſon, and the like 
cauſes, may improve or abate the ſtrength 


of them, but ſtill the ſeeds remain, which 


are ever ready to ſprout forth upon the 
leaſt encouragement, I have heard a 
ſtory of a good religious man, who, 
having been bred with the milk of a 


_ goat, was very modeſt in public by a 
careful reflection he made on his actions, 
but he frequently had an hour in ſecret, 


wherein he had his friſks and capers; 


and if we had an opportunity of exa- 


mining the retirement of the ſtricteſt 
philoſophers, no doubt but we ſhould 
find perpetual returns of thoſe paſſions 
they ſo artfully conceal from the pub- 
lic, I remember Machiavel obſerves, 
that every ftate ſhould entertain a per- 


petual jealouſy of it's neighbours, that 
lo it ſhould never be unprovided when 


an emergency happens; in like manner 


ſhould reaſon be perpetually on it's 


guard againſt the paſſions, and never 
fuffer them to carry on any deſign that 
may be deſtructive of it's ſecurity ; yet 
at the ſame time it muſt be careful, that 
it do not fo far break their ſtrength as 
to render them contemptible, and con- 
ſequently itſelf unguarded. | 


The underſtanding being of itſelf too 


flow and lazy to exert itſelf into action, 
U is neceſſary it ſhould be put in mo- 
tion by the gentle gales of the paſſions, 
which may preſerve it from ſtagnating 


and corruption ; for they are neceſſary 


to the he 


th of the mind, as the circu- 


lation of the animal ſpirits is to the 
health of the body; they keep it in life, 


and ftrength, and vigour ; nor is it poſ- 


ſible for the mind to perform it's offices 
without their aſſiſtance : theſe motions 
are given us with our being; they are 


little ſpirits that are born and die with 


us; to {ome they are mild, eaſy, and 
gentle; to others wayward and unruly, 
yet never too tirong for the reins of rea- 
ſon and the guidance of judgment. 


We may generally obſerve a pretty 


nice proportion between the ſtrength of 
reaſon and paſſion ; the greateſt geniuſes 
have commonly the ſtrongeſt attections 


as, on the other hand, the weaker un- 
derſtandings have generally the weaker 


paſſions ; and it is fit the fury of the 


courſers ſhould not be too great for the 


ſtrength of the charioteer. Voung men, 


whole paſſions are not a little unruly, 


give ſmall hopes of their ever being con- 
ſiderable: the fire of youth will of courſe 
abate, and is a fault, if it be a fault, 
that mends every day: but ſurely un- 
leſs a man has fire in youth, he can 


hardly have warmth in old age. We 


muſt therefore be very cautious, leſt 
while we think to regulate the paſſions, 


we ſhould quite extinguiſh them, which 

is putting out the light of the toul ; for 
to be without paſſion, or to be hurried 
away with it, makes a man equally 
blind. The extraordinary ſeverity uſed 
in moſt of our ſchools has this fatal 
effect, it breaks the ſpring of the mind, 


and moſt certainly deſtroys more good 


geniuſes than it can poſſibly improve. 


And ſurely it is a mighty miſtake that 
the paſhons ſhould be ſo entirely ſub- 


dued: for little irregularities are ſome- 
times not only to be borne with but to 


be cultivated too, ſince they are fre- 
quently attended with the greateſt per- 
tections. All great geniuſes have faults 


mixed with their virtues, and reſemble _ 
the flaming buſh which has thorns. 


amongſt lights. 


Since therefore the paſſions are the 
principles of human actions, we muſt 
endeavour to manage them ſo as to re- 
tain their vigour, yet keep them under 


ſtrict command; we. muſt. govern them 


rather like free ſubjets than ſlaves, 
leſt, while we intend to make them obe- 
dient, they become abject, and unfit for 


thoſe great purpoſes to which they were 
deſigned, For my part I muſt confeſs 


I could never have any regard to that 


ſect of philoſophers, who ſo much in- 
52 iifted 
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ſiſted upon an abſolute indifference and 
vacancy from all paſſion; for it ſeems 
to me a thing very inconſiſtent, for a 


man to diveſt himſelf of humanity, in 


order to acquire tranquillity of mind; 
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and to eradicate the very principles of 


action, becauſe it is poſſible they may 


produce ill effects. I am, Sir, your 
afſectionate admirer, . 
2 | . 


No CCCCIX. THURSDAY, JUNE 19. 


2 0 CONTINGERE CUNCTA LEPORF. 


Lucs. LIB, Is v. 933. 


TO GRACE EACH SUBJECT WITH ENLIV'NING WIT. 


FARATIAN very often recommends 
© the fine taſte, as the utmoſt per- 
fection of an accompliſhed man. 
As this word ariſes very often in con- 
verſation, I ſhall endeavour to give ſome 
account of it, and to lay down rules 
how we may know whether we are poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, and how we may acquire 
that fine taſte of writing, which is ſo 
much talked of among the polite 
world. 8 5 | 
MMoſt languages make uſe of this me- 
taphor, to expreſs that faculty of the 
mind, which diſtinguiſhes all the moſt 
- concealed faults and niceſt perfections 
in writing. We may be ſure this me- 
taphor would not have been ſo general 
In all tongues, had there not been a 
very great conformity between that men- 
tal taſte, which is the ſubje& of this 
paper, and that ſenſitive taſte, which 
gives us a reliſh of every different fla- 


your that affects the palate. Accord- 


ingly we find, there are as many de- 
grees of refinement in the intellectual 


faculty, as in the ſenſe, which is marked 


out by this common denomination. 


in ſo great a perfection, that after hav- 
ing taſted ten different kinds of tea, he 
would diſtinguiſh, without ſeeing the 
colour of it, the particular fort which 


was offered him; and not only fo, but 


any two forts of them that were mixt 


together in an equal proportion ; nay, 
be has carried the experiment ſo far, as 


upon taſting the compoſition of three 
different ſorts, to name the parcels from 
whence the three ſeveral ingredients 
were taken. A man of a fine taſte in 
writing will diſcern, after the ſame man- 
ner, not only the general beauties and 
imperffections of an author, but diſcover 
the ſevera] ways of thinking and ex- 


_ preſſing himſelf, which diverſify him 


from all other authors, with the ſeveral 


foreign infuſions of thought and lan- 


guage, and the particular authors from 
whom they were borrowed. ES 

After having thus far explained what 
is generally meant by a fine taſte in writ- 
ing, and ſhewn the propriety of the me- 
taphor which is uſed on this occaſion, I 
think I may define it to be © that faculty 
© of the ſoul, which diſcerns the beau- 


(ties of an author with pleaſure, and 


the imperfeCtions with diſlike.” If a 
man would know whether he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of this faculty, I would have him 
read over the celebrated works of anti- 
quity, which have ſtood the teſt of ſo 
many different ages and countries, or 


thoſe works among the moderns which 


have the ſanction of the politer part of 


our cotemporaries. If upon the peruſal 


of ſuch writings he does not find himſelf 
EO in an extraordinary manner, 
.or if, upon reading the admired paſſages 


in ſuch authors, he finds a coldneſs and 


indifference in his thoughts, he ought 
to conclude, not (as is too uſual among 


| _ taſteleſs readers) that the author wants 
T knew a perſon who poſſeſſed the one 


thoſe perfections which have been ad- 
mired in him, but that he himſelf wants 
the faculty of diſcovering them. 


He ſhould, in the ſecond place, be 


very careful to obſerve, whether he taſtes 
the -diſtinguiſhing perfections, or, if I 
may be allowed to call them ſo, the 
ſpecific qualities of the author whom he 
peruſes ; whether he is particularly 


pleaſed with Livy, for his manner of 


telling a ſtory, with Salluſt for his en- 


tering into thoſe internal principles of 
action which ariſe from the characters 


and manners of the perſons he deſcribes, 


or with Tacitus for his diſplaying thoſe 


outward motives of ſafety and intereſt, 


which gave birth to the whole ſeries of 


tranſactions which he relates. 
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He ma. likewiſe conſider, how dif- 
ferently he is affected by the ſame 
thought, which preſents itſelf in a great 
writer, from what he is when he finds 
it delivered by a perſon of an ordinary 
enius. For there is as much difference 
in apprehending a thought cloathed in 
Cicero's language, and that of a com- 
mon author, as in ſeeing an object by 
the light of a taper, or by the light of 
the ſun. 


for the acquirement of ſuch a taſte as 
that I am here ſpeaking of. The fa- 
culty muſt in ſome degree be born with 
us, and it very often happens, that thoſe 
who have other qualities in perfection 
are wholly void of this. One of the 
moſt eminent mathematicians of the 


pleaſure he took in reading Virgil, was 
in examining ZEneas his voyage by the 


dern compiler of hiſtory would be de- 
lighted with little more in that divine 


author than the bare matter of fact. 


improving it, and without which it will 
be very uncertain, and of little uſe to 


the perſon that poſſeſſes it. The moſt 


converſant among the writings of the 
moſt polite authors. A man who has 
any reliſh for fine writing, either diſco- 


impreſſions from the maſterly ſtrokes of 
a great author every time he peruſes 


himſelf into the ſame manner of ſpeak - 
ung and thinking. | 


| genius is another method for improving 
| our natural taſte. It is impoſſible for 
a man of the greateſt parts to conſider 
any thing in it's whole extent, and in all 
uss variety of lights. Every man, be- 
ſſdes thoſe general obſervations which 
| are to be made upon an author, forms 
keoeral reflections that are peculiar to 
| 218 own manner of thinking; ſo that 
converſation will naturally furniſh us 


| and make us enjoy other men's parts 
| and reflections as well as our' own. 
his is the beſt reaſon I can give for 
e obſervation which ſeveral have made, 
| that men of great genius in the ſame 


It is very difficult to lay down rules 


age has aſſured me, that the greateſt 


map; as I queſtion not but many a mo- 


But notwithſtanding this faculty muſt 
in ſome meaſure be born with us, there 
are ſeveral methods for cultivating and 


natural method for this purpoſe is to be 


vers new beauties, or receives ſtronger 
him: beſides that he naturally wears 


Converſation with men of a polite 


| With hints which we did not attend to, 


| Way of writing, feldom riſe up ſingly; 
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but at certain periods of time appear to- 
gether, and in a body; as they did at 
Rome in the reign of Auguſtus, and in 
Greece about the age of Socrates. I 
cannot think that Corneille, Racine, 
Moliere, Boileau, La Fontaine, Bruyere, 
Boſſu, or the Daciers, would have writ- 
ten ſo well as they have done, had they 
not been friends and contemporaries. 

It is likewiſe neceſſary for a man who 
would form to himſelf a finiſhed taſte 
of good writing, to be well verſed in 


the works of the beſt critics both an- 
cient and modern. I muſt confeſs that 


I could wiſh there were authors of this 
kind, who, beſides the mechanical rules 


which a man of very little taſte may 
diſcourſe upon, would enter into the 
very ſpirit and ſoul of fine writing, and 
ſhew us the ſeveral ſources of that plea- 
ſure which riſes in the mind upon the 
peruſal of a noble work. Thus although 


in poetry it be abſolutely neceſſary 


that the unities of time, place, and ac- 


tion, with other points of the ſame na- 


ture, ſhould be thoroughly explained 


and underſtood ; there is ſtill ſomething 


more efſential to the art, ſomething that 


elevates and aſtoniſhes the fancy, and 


gives a greatneſs of mind to the reader, 
which few of the critics beſides Lon- 


ginus have conſidered. 


Our general taſte in England is for 
epigram, turns of wit, and forced con- 


ceits, which have no manner of in- 


fluence, either for the bettering or en- 
larging the mind of him who reads 
them, and have been carefully avoided 


by the greateſt writers, both among the 
ancients and moderns. I have endea- 
voured in ſeveral of my ſpeculations to 


_ baniſh this Gothic taſte, which has taken 
poſſeſſion among us. I entertained the 


town for a week together with an eſſay 
upon wit, in which I endeavoured to 


detect ſeveral of thoſe falſe kinds which 
have been admired in the different ages 


of the world; and at the ſame time to 
ſhew wherein the nature of true wit con- 


ſiſts. J afterwards gave an inſtance of : 
the great force which lies in a natural 
ſimplicity of thought to affect the mind 


of the reader, from ſuch vulgar pieces 


as have little elſe beſides this ſingle qua- 


lification to recommend them. TI have 
likewiſe examined the works of the 
greateſt poet which our nation or per- 


haps any other has produced, and par- 


ticularized moſt of thoſe rational and 
manly beauties which give a value to 


that 
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that divine work. I ſhall next Satur- 

enter upon an eſſay On the Plea- 
8 1 of the Imagination,“ which 
though it ſhall conſider that ſubje& at 
large, will perhaps ſuggeſt to the reader 


what it is that gives a beauty to many 
paſſages of the fineſt writers both in 
proſe and verſe. As an undertaking 


of this nature is entirely new, I queſtion 


not but it will be received with candour, 


0 
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NEC MAG1S COMPOSITUM QUIDQUAM, NEC MA CIS ELEGANS; 
ux, CUM AMATORE SUO CUM COENANT, LIGURIUN To 
KARUM VIDERE INGLUVIEM, SORDES, INOPIAM, | 
QUAM IN HONEST SOLZA $SINT DOMI, ATQUE AVID CIBI, 
QUO PACTO EX JURE HESTERNO PANEM ATRUM VORENT: 
NOSSE OMNIA HC, SALUS EST ADOLESCENTULIS»s 


TER. EUN. ACT. v. sc. 4. 


WHEN THEY ARE ABROAD, NOTHING 18 $0 CLEAN, AND NICELY DRESSED; AND 
WHEN AT SUPPER WITH A GALLANT, THEY DO BUT PIDDLE, AND PICK THE 
CHOICEST BITS: BUT TO SEE THEIR NASTINESS AND POVERTY AT HOME, 

THEIR GLUTTONY, AND HOW THEY DEVOUR BLACK CRUSTS DIPPED IN YES- 

' TERDAY'S BROTH, IS A PERFECT ANTIDOTE AGAINST WENC RING. 


WW LL Honeycomb, who diſguiſes 
| his preſent decay by viſiting the 


wenches of the town only ” way of 
a 


humour, told us, that the laſt rainy 
night, he with Sir Roger de Coverley 
was driven into the Temple Cloiſter, 


whither had eſcaped alſo a lady moſt 


exactly dreſſed from head to foot. Will 
made no ſcruple to acquaint us, that 


the faluted him very familiarly by his 


name; and turning immediately to the 
knight, ſhe (aid, ſhe ſuppoſed that was 


His good friend Sir Roger de Coverley : 
upon which nothing leſs could follow 
than Sir Roger's approach to ſalutation, 


with—* Madam, the fame at your ſer- 
vice.“ She was dreſſed in a black 
tabby mantua and petticoat, without 


ribbons ; her linen ſtriped muſlin, and 
in the whole in an agreeable ſecond 


mourning ; decent dreffes being often 
affected by the creatures of the town, 
at once conſulting cheapneſs and' the 
pretenſions to modeſty. She went on 


with a familiar eaſy air“ Your friend, 


© Mr. Honeycomb, is a little ſurpriſed 


© to ſee a woman here alone and unat- 


© tended ; but I diſmiſſed my coach at 
© the gate, and tripped it down to my 
© counſel's chamber; for lawyers fees 
© take up too much of a ſmall diſputed 
© jointure to admit any other expences, 
© but mere neceſſaries.* Mr. Honey- 
comb begged they might have the ho- 
nour of ſetting her down, for Sir Roger's 
ſervant was gone to call a coach. In 


the interim the footman returned, with 


- 


no coach to be had; and there appeared 
nothing to be done but truſting herſelf 
with Mr. Honeycomb and his friend to 
wait at the tavern at the gate for 3 


coach, or to be ſubjeRed to all the im- 
pertinence ſne muſt meet with in that 


public place. Mr. Honeycomb being 
a man of honour, determined the choice 
of the firſt; and Sir Roger, as the bet- 


ter man, took the lady by the hand, 


leading her through all the ſhower, co- 
vering her with his hat, and gallanting 
a familiar acquaintance through rows 
of young fellows, who winked at Su- 
key in the ſtate ſhe marched off, Will 


Honeycomb bringing up the rear. 


Much importunity prevailed upon the 
tair one to admit of a collation, where, 

after declaring ſhe had no ſtomach, and 
eaten a couple of chickens, devoured a 

truſs of ſallad, and drank a full bottle 

to her ſhare, ſhe ſung the Old Man's 

Wiſh to Sir Roger. The knight left 

the room for ſome time after ſupper, and 
writ the following billet, which he con- 


veyed to Sukey, and Sukey to her friend 


Will Honeycomb. Will has given it 


to Sir Andrew Freeport, who read it 


laſt night to the club. 


MADAM, | | 
I Am not ſo mere a country gentle- 
man, but I can gueſs at the law- 
buſineſs you had at the Temple. If 
you would go down to the country, and 
leave off all your vanities but your 
ſinging, let me know at my lodging: n 
N 0 
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Row Street, Covent Garden, and you 
ſhall be encouraged by your humble 


lervant, a 
ROGER DE COVERLEY. 


My good friend could not well ſtand 
the raillery which was riſing upon him; 
but to put a ſtop to it, I delivered Will 
Honeycomb the following letter, and 
deſired him to read it to the board, 
MRe SPECTATOR) | 
H ING ſeen a tranſlation of one 
of the chapters in the Canticles into 
Engliſh verſe inſerted among your late 
papers, I have ventured to ſend you the 
ſeventh chapter of the Proverbs in a 
poetical dreſs. If you think it worthy 
appearing among your ſpeculations, it 
will be a ſufficient reward far the trou- 
ble of your conſtant reader, à B. 


MY ſo 
part, | | 

Grave on the living tablet of thy heart; 

And all the wholeſome precepts that I give, 

Obſerve with ſtricteſt reverence, and live. 

Let all thy homage be to Wiſdom paid, 


Seek her protection, and implore her aid; 


Flure, „ 
And turn thy footſteps from the harlot's door, 


And ſooths with flattery their ſouls to ſin. 
Once from my window as I caſt mine eye 
On thoſe that paſs'd in giddy numbers by, 
A youth among the fooliſh youths I ſpy'd, 


Juſt as the ſun withdrew his cooler light, 
And evening ſoft led on the ſhades of night, 
He ſtole in covert twilight to his fate, 
And paſs'd the corner near the harlot's gate; 
When lo, a woman comes! 

| Looſe her attire, and ſuch her glaring dreſs, 
As aptly did the harlot's mind expreſs : 
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n, th' inſtruction that my words im- 


That ſne may keep thy ſoul from harm ſe- 


Who with cars'd charms lures the unwary in, 


Who took not ſacred Wiſdom for his guide. 
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Subtle ſhe is, and practis'd in the arts 


By which the wanton conquer heedleſs hearts: 


Stubborn and loud ſhe is; ſhe hates her home, 
Varying her place and form; ſhe loves to roam: 
Now ſhe's within, now in the ſtreet does ſtray, 
Now at each corner ſtands, and waits her prey. 
The youth ſhe ſeiz'd; and laying now aſide 
All modeſty, the female's juſteſt pride, 
She ſaid with an embrace—* Here at myhouſe 
© Peace-offerings are, this day I paid my 
© VOWS. | Fe F402 
© I therefore came abroad to meet my dear, 
© And lo, in happy hour, I find thee here. 
© My chamber I've adorn'd, and o'er mybed 
Are cov'rings of the richeſt tap*ſtry ſpread, 
With linen it is deck'd from Egypt brought, 


And carvings by the curious artiſt wroughtz 
© It wants no glad perfume Arabia yields 


In all her citron groves and fpicy fields; 
© Here all her ſtore of richeſt odours meets, 


I' lay thee in a wilderneſs of ſweets. 


© Whatever to the ſenſe can grateful be 
© I have collected there l want but thee. 
© My huſband's gone a journey far away, 


© Much gold he took abroad, and long will f 


„„ 
He nam'd for his return a diſtant day.“ 
Upon her tongue did ſuch ſmooth miſchief 
dwell, | | | 
And from her lips fuch welcome flatt'ry fell, 


Th' unguarded youth, in filken fetters ty'd, 
Reſign'd his reaſon, and with eaſe comply'd. 


Thus does the ox to his own ſlaughter go, 


And thus is ſenſeleſs of th* impending blow. 


Thus flies the ſimple bird into the ſnare, 


That ſkilful fowlers for his life prepare. 


But let my ſons attend. Attend may they 
Whom youthful vigour may to fin betray: 


Let them falſe charmers fly; and guard their : 


hearts | | 5 
Againſt the wily wanton's pleaſing arts; 


With care direct their ſteps, nor turn aſtray 


To tread the paths of her deceitful way; 
Leſt they too late of her fell power complain, 
And fall where many mightier have been 
lain. | 8 
ky 4 
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moſt delightful of all our ſenſes. 
It fills the mind with the largeſt variety 
of ideas, converſes with it's objects at 


"Ok ſight is the moſt perfect and 


V Luck. LIB. I. v. 923. 


INSPIR'D 1 TRACE THE MUSES SEATS, 
VNTRODDEN YET: 'TIS SWEET TO VISIT FIRST. Rao, 
'UNTOUCH'D AND VIRGIN STREAMS, AND QUENCH MY THIRST, 
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the greateſt diſtance, and continues the 


longeſt in action without being tired or 


fatiated with it's proper enjoyments. 


The ſenſe of feeling can indeed give us 
| aa no- 
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a notion of extenſion, ſhape, and all 
other ideas that enter at the eye, except 


colours; but at the ſame time it is very 
much ſtraitened and confined in it's ope- 


rations, to the number, bulk, and diſ- 


tance of it's particular objects. Our 
ſight ſeems deſigned to ſupply all theſe 
defects, and may be conſidered as a 
more delicate and diffuſive kind of touch, 
that ſpreads itſelf over an infinite mul- 


titude of bodies, comprehends the largeſt 


figures, and brings into our reach ſome 


of the moſt remote parts of the univerſe. 


It is this ſenſe that furniſhes the ima 


gination with it's ideas; ſo that 1 the 


pleaſures of the imagination or fancy 
(which I ſhall uſe promiſcuouſly) I here 
mean ſuch as ariſe from viſible objects, 


either when we have them actually in 


our view, or when we call up their ideas 
into our minds by paintings, ſtatues, 
deſcriptions, or any the like occaſion. 
We cannot indeed have a fingle image 
in the fancy that did not make it's firit 


entrance through the ſight'; but we have 
the power of retaining, altering, and 
compounding thoſe images, which we 


have once received, into all the varie- 
ties of picture and viſion that are moſt 


agreeable to the imagination: for by 


this faculty a man in a dungeon 1s ca- 


pable of entertaining himſelf with ſcenes 
and landſkips more beautiful than any 


that can be found in the whole compals 


of nature. 


There are few words 0 the Engliſh 


language which are employed in a more 


joofe and uncircumſeribed ſenis than 
thoſe of the Fancy and the Imagination. 
1 therefore thought it neceſſary to fix 
and determine the notion of theſe two 
words, as I intend to make uſe of them 
in the thread of my following ſpecula- 


tions, that the reader may conceive 


rightly what is the ſubject which J pro- 
ceed upon. I mutt therefore deſire him 
to remember that, by the pleaſures of 
the imagination, I mean only ſuch plea- 
{ures as ariſe originally trom fight, and 


that I divide theſe pleaſures into two 


kinds; my deſign being firſt of all to 


diſcourſe of thoſe primary pleaſures of 
the imagination, which entirely proceed 


from tuch objects as are before our 
eyes; and in the next place to ſpeak of 
thoſe ſecondary pleaſures of the ima- 
gination which flow from the ideas of 
viſible objects, when the objects are not 
actually before the eye, but are called 
up into our memories, or formed into 
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agreeable viſions of things that are ei- 
ther abſent or fiftitious. | 


The pleaſures of the imagination, 


taken in the full extent, are not fo groſs 
as thoſe of ſenſe, nor ſo refined as thoſe 
of the underſtanding. The laſt are, 
indeed, more preferable, becauſe they 
are founded on ſome new knowledge or 
improvement in the mind of man; yet 
it muit be confeſſed that thoſe of the 
imagination are as great and as tran. 


ſporting as the other. A. beautiful pro- 


ſpect delights the foul, as much as a de- 
monſtration; and a deſcription in Homer 
has charmed more readers than a chapter 
in Ariſtotle. Beſides, the pleaſures of 
the imagination have this advantage 
above thoſe of the underitanding, that 
they are more obvious, and more ealy 
to be acquired. It is but opening the 
eye, and the ſcene enters. The colours 
paint themſelves on the fancy, with 


very little attention of thought or ap- 


P..caticn of mind in the beholdgr. We 
are ſtruck, we know not how, with the 


ſymmetry of any thing we ſee, and im- 


mediately aſſent to the beauty of an 
object, without enquiring into the par- 
ticular cauſes and occaſions of it. 


A man of a polite imagination is let 


into a great many pleatures that the 


vulgar are not capable of receiving. He 


can converſe with a picture, and find 


an agreeable companion in a ſtatue. He 
meets with a ſecret refreſhment in a de- 


ſcription, and often feels a greater (a- 
tisfaction in the proſpect of fields and 
meadows, than another does in the pol- 
ſeſſion. It gives him indeed a kind of 
property in every thing he fees, and 


makes the moſt rude uncultivated parts 


of nature adminiſter to his pleaſures : ſo 
that he looks upon the world, as it were 


in another light, and diſcovers in it a 
multitude of charms, that conceal them- 


ſelyes trom the generality of mankind. 

There are, indeed, but very few who 
know how to be idle and innocent, or 
have a reliſh of any pleaſures that are 
not criminal; every diverſion they take 
is at the expence of ſome one virtue or 
another, and their very firſt ſtep out of 
bulineſs is into vice or folly. A man 
ſhould endeavour, therefore, to make 
the ſphere of his innocent pleaſures 45 
wide as poſſible, that he may retire into 
them with ſafety, and find in them ſuch 
a ſatisfaction as a wiſe man would not 
bluſh to take. Of this nature are thoſe 
of the imagination, which do not be. 


quue | 


quire ſuch 2 bent of thought as is ne- 
ceſſary to our more ſerious employments z 
nor, at the ſame time, ſuffer the mind 
to fink into that negligence and remill- 
neſs, which are apt to accompany our 
more ſenſual delights, but, like a gentle 


from ſloth and idleneſs, without vutting 
them upon any labour or difficulty. 

We night here add, that the plea- 
W ſures of the fancy are more conducive 
WE to health than thoſe of the underſtand- 
ig, which are worked out by dint of 
W thinking, and attended with too violent 
W labour of the brain. Delightful 
WE ſcenes, whether in nature, painting, or 
poetry, have a kindly influence on the 
body, as well as the mind, and not only 
WE ſerve to clear and brighten the imagi- 
W nation, but are able to diſperſe grief 
ind melancholy, and to ſet the animal 


I the imagination, which ariſe from 
the actual view and ſurvey of outward 


from the ſight of what is great, uncom- 
mon, or beautiful. There may, indeed, 
be ſomething ſo terrible or offenſive, that 
the horror or loathſomeneſs of an 8 
may overbear the pleaſure which reſults 
from it's greatneſs, novelty, or beauty; 
but ſtill there will be ſuch a mixture of 
eelight in the very diſguſt it gives us, as 
any of theſe three qualifications are moſt 
conſpicuous and prevailing. 1 | 
By greatneſs I do not only mean the 
bulk of any ſingle object, but the large - 
reis of a whole view, conſidered as one 
Wentire piece. Such are the proſpects of 
n open champaign country, a vaſt un- 
eultivated deſart, of huge heaps of moun- 


| Wide expanſe of waters, where we are 
dot ſtruck with the novelty or beauty of 

the light, but with that rude kind of 
Anificence which appears in many of 
t tle ſtupendous works of nature. Our 
pagination loves to be filled with an 
heck, or to graſp at any thing that is 
too big for it's capacity. We are flung 
po a pleaſing aſtoniſhment. at ſuch un- 
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exerciſe to the faculties, awaken them 


Shall firft conſider thoſe pleaſares of 


objects: and theſe, I think, all proceed 


ans, high rocks and precipices, or a 


than a ſingle principle. 


ſpirits in pleaſing and agreeable mo- 
tions. For this reafon Sir Francis Ba- 
con, in his Eitay upon Health, has not 


thought it improper to preſcribe to his 


reader a poem or a proip=&t, where he 
particularly diſſuades him from knotty 
and ſubtile diſquiſitions, and adviſes 
him to purſue ſtudies that fill the mind 
with ſole 


— — 2-6 — . — — — nt mmnnnmnmnnnne Og 


endid and illuſtrious objects, as 


hiſtories, fables, and contemplations of 


nature. 


troduction, ſettled the notion of thoſe 
pleaſures of the imagination which are 


the ſubje& of my preſent undertaking; 


I have in this paper, by way of in⸗ 


and endeavoured, by ſeveral conſidera- 


tions, to recommend to my reader the 


purſuit of thoſe pleaſures. I ſhall, m 
my next paper, examine the ſeveral 
ſources from whence theſe pleaſures are 
derived. The | 
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bounded views, and feel a delightful 
| ſtillneſs and amazement in the ſoul at 


the apprehenſions of them. The mind 


of man naturally hates every thing that 


looks like a reſtraint upon it, and is apt 


to fancy itſelf under a fort of confine- 
ment, when the ſight is pent up ina nar- 


row compaſs, and ſhorten:d on eve 


fide by the neighbourhood of walls or 
On the contrary, a fpa- 


mountains. 
cious horizon is an image of liberty, 


* 


where the eye has room to range abroad, 


to expatiate at large on the immenſit 
of it's views, and to loſe itſelf amidſt 


the variety of objects that offer themſelves 
to it's obſervation. Such wide and un- 


determined proſpects are as pleaſing to 


the fancy, as the ſpeculations of eter- 


ing. But if there be a beauty or un- 


as in the troubled ocean, a heaven adorn 
ed with ſtars and meteors, or a ſpacious 


landſkip cut out into rivers, woods, 


rocks, and meadows, the pleaſure ſtill 
grows upon us, as it ariſes from more 


. 


Every thing that is new or uncom- 
man. raiſes a pleaſure in the imagination, 
becauſe it fills the foul with an agree- 


5 M able 


nity or infinitude are to the underſtand». 


commonneſs joined with this grandeur, 
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able ſurprize, gratifies it's curioſity, and 
gives it an idea of which it was not be- 
fore poſſeſſed. We are indeed ſo often 
converſant with one ſet of objects, and 
tired out with fo many repeated ſhows 


of the ſame things, that whatever is new 
or uncommon contributes a little to vary 


human lite, and to divert our minds, 
for a while, with the ſtrangeneſs of it's 
appearance : it ſerves us for a kind of 
refreſhment, and takes off from that ſa- 
tiety we are apt to complain of in our 
uſual and ordinary entertainments. It 
is this that beſtows charms on a mon- 
ſter, and makes even the imperfections 
of -nature pleaſe us. It is this that re- 
commends variety, where the mind is 
every inſtant called off toſomething new, 


and the attention not ſuffered to dwell 
too long, and waſte itſelf on any parti- 


cular object. It is this, likewiſe, that 


improves what is great or beautiful, and 
makes it afford the mind a double en- 


tertainment. Groves, fields, and mea - 
dows, are at any ſeaſon of the year plea - 
fant to look upon, but never ſo much as 


in the opening of the ſpring, when they 


are all new and freſh, with their firit 


_ gloſs upon them, and not yet too much 


accuſtomed and familiar to the eye. For 


this reaſon there is nothing that more 


enlivens a proſpect than rivers, jetteaus, 


or falls of water, where the ſcene is per- 


5 2 ſhifting, and entertaining the 
ight every moment with ſomething that 
is new. We are quickly tired with look - 


ing upon hills and valleys, where every 


thing continues fixed and ſettled in the 


ſame place and poſture, but find our 


thoughts a little agitated and relieved at 


the fight of ſuch objects as are ever in 
motion, and ſliding away from beneath 
the eye of the beholder. 
But there is nothing that makes it's 
way more directly to the ſoul than beau- 


ty, which immediately diffuſes a ſecret 


ſatisfaction and complacency through 


the imagination, and gives a finiſhing 


to any thing that is great or uncommon. 
The very firſt diſcovery of it ſtrikes the 


mind with an inward joy, and [preads a 
chearfulneſs and delight through all it's 
faculties. There is not perhaps any real 


beauty or deformity-more in one piece 
of matter than another, becauſe we 


might have been ſo made; that whatſo- 


ever now appears Joathſorne to us, might 
have ſhewn itſelf agreeable; but we find 


by experience that there are ſeveral mo- 
_ difications of matter which the mind, 
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without any previous confideration, prg. 
nounces at firſt fight beautiful or de. 
formed. Thus we ſee that every dif. 
.ferent ſpecies of ſenſible creatures has 


it's different-notions of beauty, and that 


each of them is moſt affected with the 
beauties of it's own kind. This is no 
where more remarkable than in birds of 
the ſame ſhape and proportion, where 


we often ſee the male determined in his 


courtſhip by the ſingle grain or tincture 
of a feather, and never diſcovering any 
charms but in the colour of it's ſpecics, 


Scit thalams ſerware fidem, ſan&aſque weretyr 

Connubii leges 3 non illum in pectore candor 

Sollicitat ntveus 3 neque pravum accendit ami. 

rem | Ng? 

Laenge lanugo, vel honeſta in uertice 1% 
1 urpureuſve nitor pennarum; eft agmina laid 

Foeminea explorat cautus, maculaſque requirit 
Cognatas, paribuſque interlita corpora guttis: 
Ni 2 pictis ſylvam circum undique mon- 

— ftris 


Con vſam aſpiceres Vulgd, partuſque biforms, 


Et genus ambiguum, et veneris monumenta ne- 

= fanda._ | | 

Hinc Merula in nigro ſe oblectat nigra marita 
Hine ſocium laſciwa petit philomela canorum, 
Agnoſcitque pares ſonitus, hinc noctua tetram 
Canitiem alarum, et glaucos miratur ocellis, 
Nempe ſibi ſemper conſtat, creſcitq ue quitamis 
Lucida progenies, caſtos confeſſa parentes; 

Dum vjrides inter ſaltus Iucoſque ſonoros 

Sere novo exultat, plumaſque decora j uventus 


Explitat ad folem, patriiſgue coloribus ardet. 


The feather'd huſband, to his partner true, 
Preſerves connubial rites inviolate. by 
With cold indifference every charm he ſees, 
The milky whiteneſs of the ſtately neck, 
The ſhining down, proud creſt and purple 
F 
But cautious with a ſearching eye explores, 
The female tribes, his proper mate to find, 
With kindred colours mark'd: did he not fo, 
The grove with painted monſters would 
abound. : | 
Th' ambiguous product of unn:tural love. 
The black-bird hence ſele&s her ſooty ſpoule, 
The nightingale her muſical compeer, 
Lur'd by the well-knowa voice: the bird of 
mad | 
Smit with his duſky wings and greeniſh eyes, 
Woes his dun paramour. The beauteous race 
Speak the chaſte loves of their progenitors; 
When, by the ſpring invited, they exult 
In woods and fields, and to the ſun unfold 
Their plumes, that with paternal colours glow+ 


There is a ſecond kind of beauty thi 
we find in the ſeveral products of art 
and nature, which does not work in the 
imagination with that warmth oe et 


lence as the beauty tha! appears in our 


roper ſpecies z but is apt however to 
fondneſs for the places or objects in 


either in the gaiety or variety of colours ; 
| in the ſymmetry and proportion of parts, 
in the arrangement and diſpoſition of 
bodies, or in a Juſt mixture and concur- 
| rence of all together. Among theſe fe- 

veral kinds of beauty the eye takes moſt 
| delight in colours. We no where meet 
E with a more glorious or pleaſing ſnow in 
E nature, than what appears in the heavens 
nat the riſing and ſetting of the ſun, which 
© is wholly made up of thoſe difterent 
@ ſtains of light that ſhow themſelves in 
clouds of .a different ſituation. For this 
reaſon we find the poets, who are always 


W borrowing more of their epithets from 
colours than from any other topic. 
As the fancy delights in every thing 


: conſidered how every thing that is 
great, new, or beautiful, is apt to af- 
fed the imagination with pleaſure, we 
mut own that it is impoſſible for us to 
aſſign the neceſſary caule of this plea- 
ſure, becauſe we know neither the na- 
ture of an idea, nor the ſubitance of a 


E diſcover the conformity or diſagreeable- 
veſs of the one to the other; and there- 
@ fore, for want of ſuch a light, all that 
Ve can do in ſpeculations of this kind, is 
vo reflect on thoſe operations of the foul 
chat are moſt agreeable, and to range 
under their proper heads what is pleaſ- 
ng or diſpleaſing to the mind, without 
being able to trace out the ſeveral neceſ- 
ary and efficient cauſes from whence the 
plealure or diſpleaſure ariſes. 
Final cauſes lie more bare and open 
to our obſervation, as there are often a 
Sreater variety that belong to the ſame 
effet; and theſe, though they are not 
{Altogether ſo ſatisfacto y, are generally 
more uſeful than the other, as they give 


nicls and wiſdom of the firſt contriver. 


OY 
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raiſe in us a ſecret delight, and a kind of 


which we diſcover it. This conſiſts 


W addreſſing themſelves to the imagination, 


HOUGH 10 yeſterday's paper we 


buman foul, which might help us to 


us greater occaſion of admiring the good- | 
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that is great, ſtrange, or beautiful, and 


is ſtill more pleaſed the more it finds of 
theſe perfections in the ſame object, ſo it 
is capable of receiving a new ſatis fac- 
tion by the aſſiſtance of another ſenſe, 
Thus any continued ſound, as the mu - 
fic of birds, or a fall of water, awakens 
every moment the mind of the beholder, 


and makes him more attentive to the' 


ſeveral beauties of the place that lie be- 


fore him. Thus if there ariſes a fra- 


grancy of ſmells or perfumes, they 
heighten the pleaſures of the imagina- 
tion, and make even the colours and 
verdure of the landſkip appear more 
apreeable ; for the ideas of both ſenſes 
recommend each other, and are pleaſanter 


together, than when they enter the mind 


ſeparately: as the different colours of a 


picture, when they are well diſpoſed; 
let off one another, and receive an addi- 


tional beauty from the advantage of 
their ſituation, NE 
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One af the final cans of our delight 


in any thing that is great, may be this. 


The Supreme Author of our being has 
to formed the ſoul of man, that nothing 

but himſelf can be it's laſt, adequate 
and proper happineſs, Becauſe, there- 


fore, a great part of our happineſs muſt 
ariſe from the contemplation of his Be- 
ing, that he might give our ſouls a juſt 
reliſh of ſuch a contemplation, he has 


made them naturally delight in the ap- 
prehenſion of what is great or unlimit- 
ed. Our admiration, which is a very 


pleaſing motion of the mind, immedi- 
ately riſes at the conſideration of any 


object that takes up a great deal of room 


in the fancy, and, by conſequence, will 


improve into the higheſt pitch of aſto- 
niſhment and devotion when we contem= 
plate his nature, that is neither circum- 
ſcribed by time nor place, nor to be 
comprehended by the largeſt capacity of 


a created being, 


He has annexed a ſecret pleaſure to 


the idea of any thing that is new or un- 


common, that he might encourage us in 


the purſuit after knowledge, and en- 


gage us to {earch into the wonders of | 
ff.. 
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his creation ; for every new idea brings 
ſuck a pleaſure along with it as rewards 
any pains we have taken in it's acquiſi- 
tion, and conſequently ſerves as a mo- 
tive to put us upon freſh diſcoveries. 
He has made every thing that is 
« beautiful in our own ſpecies pleaſant, 
that all creatures may be.. tempted to 
n their kind, and fill the world 
with inhabitants; for it is very remark - 
able, that wherever Nature is croſt in the 
productions of a monſter, (the reſult of 
any unnatural mixture) the breed 1s in- 


capable of propagating it's likenels, and 


of founding a new order of creatures; 
ſo that unlels all animals were allured 


by the beauty of their own ſpecies, ge- 


neration would be at an end, and the 
earth unpeopled. os 

In the laſt place, he has made every 
thing that is heautiful in all other ob- 
jects pleaſant, or rather has made ſo 
many objects appear beautiful, that he 

might render the whole creation more 
gay and delightful. He has given al- 
moſt every thing about us the power of 
raiſing an agrecable idea in the imagina- 

tion: ſo that it is impoſſible for us to 


behold his works with coldneſs or in- 


difference, and to ſurvey ſo many beau- 


ties without a ſecret ſatisfaction and 
_ complacency. Things would make but 


a poor appearance to the eye, if we law 
them only in their proper figures and 
motions; and what reaſon can we aſ\- 
ſign for their exciting in us many of 


thoſe ideas which are different from any 
, which has been proved inconteſtably by 


thing that exiſts in the objects them- 


ſelves, {for ſuch are light and colours) 
were it not to add ſupernumerary orna- 


ments to the univerſe, and make it more 
agreeable to the imagination? We are 


every where entertained with pleaſing 


ſhows and apparitions, we diſcover ima- 


giary glories in the heavens, and in 
the earth, and fee ſome of this viſionary 
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F we conſider the works of nature . the laſt very defective, in compariſot of 


and art, as they are qualified to en- 


toctam the imagination, we ſhall find 


— 


a pleaſing deluſion, and we walk about 


breaks up, and the diſconſolate knight 
finds himſelf on a barren heath, or in x 


will not be deprived of them, but per- 


beauty poured out upon the whole crea- 
tion; but what a rough unſightly ſketch 
of Nature ſhould we be entertained with, 
did all her colouring diſappear, and the 
ſeveral diſtinctions of light and ſhade 
vaniſh ? In ſhort, our ſouls are at pre- 
ſent delightfully loſt and bewildered in 


like the enchanted hero in a romance, 
who ſees beautiful caſtles, woods and 
neadows; and at the ſame time hears 
the warbling of birds, and the purling 
of ſtreams; but upon the Gnithine of 
ſome Tecret ſpell, the fantaſtic ſcęne 


ſolitary deſart. It is not improbable 
that ſomething like this may be the ſtate 
of the ſoul after it's firit ſeparation, in 
reſpect of the images it will receive from 
matter, though indeed the ideas of co. 
lours are fo pleaſing and beautiful in the 
imagination, that it is poſſible the ſoul 


haps find them excited by ſome other oc- 
caſional cauſe, as they are at preſent by 
the different impreſſions of the ſubtle 
matter on the organ of ſight. 

J have here ſuppoſed that my reader 
is acquainted with that great modern 
diſcovery, which is at preſent univer- 
fally acknowledged by all the enquirers 
into natural philoſophy : namely, that 
light and colours, as apprehended by 
the imagination, are only ideas in the 
mind, and not qualities that have any 
exiſtence in matter. As this is a truth 


many modern philoſophers, and is in. 
deed one of the fineſt ſpeculations in that 
ſcience, if the Engliſh reader would ft 
the notion explained at large, he may 
find it in the eighth chapter of the ſe- 
cond book of Mr. Locke's Eſſay on 
Human Underſtanding. _ 4 


— 
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the former; for though they may ſome- 
times appear as beautiful or — 5 
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they can have nothing in them of that 


vaſtneſs and immenſity, which afford fo 


reat an entertainment to the mind of 


the beholder. The one may be as po- 
lite and delicate as the other, but can 
never ſhew herſelf ſo auguſt and magni- 
ficent in the deſign. There is en 
more bold and maſterly in the roug 

careleſs ſtrokes of nature, than in the 
nice touches and embelliſhments of art. 
The beauties of the moſt ſtately garden 
or palace lie in a narrow eompals, the 
imagination im mediately runs them over, 
and requires ſomething elſe to gratity 
her; but in the wild fields of nature, 


the fight wanders up and down without 


confinement, and is fed with an infinite 
rariety of images, without any certain 
int or number, For this reaſon we al- 


ways find the poet in love with the 


country life, where nature appears in the 
greateſt perfection, and furniſhes out all 


thoſe ſcenes that are moſt apt to delight 


the imagination. N 


Scriptorum chorus omnis amat nemus, et fugit 
urbar. Hor, E. II. L. 2. v. 77. 

Io grottos and to groves we run, 

To eaſe and filence ev'ry Muſe's ſon. 

Hic ſecura quies, et neſcia fallere vita, 

Dives opum variarum; Hic latis otia fundis, 


Speluncæ, vivique lacus; bic frigida Tempe, 
Mupituſque boum, molleſque ſub arbore ſomni. 
| | IR G. GEORG. II. Ve 467. 


Here eaſy quiet, a ſecure retreat, 


A harmleſs life that knows not how to cheat, 


Wich home - bred plenty the rich owner bleſs, 


And rural pleaſures crown his happineſs. 
Unvex'dwithquarrels, undiſturb'd with noiſe, 
The country king his peaceful realm enjoys: 
Cool grots, and living lakes, the flow'ry pride 
Of meads, and ſtreams that through the val- 
ley glide; „„ 
And ſhady groves that eaſy fleep invite, 
A DRY DEN. 
But though there are ſeveral of theſe 
wild ſcenes, that are more delightful 
than any artificial ſhows; yet we find 
the works of nature ſtill more pleaſant 
the more they reſemble thoſe of art : for 
in this caſe our pleaſure riſes from a 
double principle; fromthe agreeableneſs 
of the objects to the eye, and from their 
ſmilitude to other objects: we are pleaſ- 


cel as well with comparing their beau- 
dies, as with ſurveying them, and can 
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repreſent them to our minds, either as 
copies or ariginals.. Hence it is that we 
take delight in a proſpect which is well 
laid out, and diverſified with fields and 
meadows, woods and rivers; in thoſe 
accidental land{kips of trees, clouds, and 
Cities, that are fometimes found in the 
veins of marble; in the curious fret- 
work of rocks and grottos; and in a 
word, in any thing that hath ſuch a va- 
riety or regularity as may ſeem the ef- 
fect of deſign in what we call the works 
of chance. | . 

It the products of nature riſe in va- 
lue according as they more or leſs reſem- 
ble thofe of art, we may be ſure that 


artificial works receive a greater advan- 
tage from their reſemblance of ſuch as 


arè natural; becauſe here the ſimilitude 
is not only pleaſant, but the pattern 
more perfect. The prettieſt landſkip I 
cver ſaw, was one drawn on the walls 
of a dark room, which ſtood oppoſite 
on one ſide to a navigable river, and on 
the other to a park. The experiment is 
very common in optics. Here you might 
diſcover the waves and fluctuations of 
the water in ſtrong and proper colours, 


with the picture of a ſhip entering at 


one end, and {ailing by degrees through 
the whole piece. On another there ap- 
peared the green ſhadows of trees, wav- 


ing to and fro with the wind, and herds 


of deer among them in miniature, leap- 
ing about upon the wall. I muſt con- 
tets, the novelty of ſuch 4 fight may be 
one occaſion of it's pleaſantneſs to the 
imagination; but certainly the chief 
reaſon is it's near reſemblance to nature, 
and it does not only, like other pictures, 


give the colour and figure, but the mo- 
tion of the thing it repreſents. The 


We have before obſerved, that than 


is generally in nature ſomething more 
grand and auguſt, than what we meet with 
in the curioſities of art. 

And, after toilſome days, a ſhort repoſe at 


When, there- 
fore, we ſee this imitated in any mea- 
ſure, it gives us a nobler and more ex- 
alted kind of pleaſure, than what we 

receive from the nicer and more accurate 
productions of art. On this account 

our Engliſh gardens are not ſo enter. 
taining to the fancy as thoſe in France 
and Italy, where we ſze a large extent 
of ground covered over with an agree- 
able mixture of garden and foreſt, which 
repreſent every where an artificial rude- 
neſs, much more charming than that 
neatneſs and elegancy which we meet 
with in thoſe of our own country. It 
To might, 
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the public, as well as unprofitable to 
private | wg to alienate fo much 
ground from paſturage, and the plough, 
in many parts of a country that is ſo 
well peopled, and cultivated to a far 
eater advantage. But why may not 

a whole eſtate be thrown into a kind of 
garden by frequent plantations, that 
may turn as much to the profit as the 
pleaſure of the owner ? A marſh over- 
wn with willows, or a mountain 
ſhaded with oaks, are not only more 
beautiful, but more beneficial, than 
when they lie bare and unaborned, 
Fields of corn make a pleaſant proſpect; 
and if the walks were a little taken care 
of that lie between them, if the natural 
embroidery of the meadows were helped 
and improved by fome ſmall additions 
of art, and the ſeveral rows of hedyes 
ſet off by trees and flowers, that the foil 
was capable of receiving, a man migiut 
make a pretty landikip of his own pot- 


ſeſſions. | 


Writers, who have given us an ac- 
count of China, tell us the inhabitants 
of that country laugh at the plantations 
of our Europeans, which are laid out 


by the rule and line; becaufe they ſay, 
any one may place trees in equa) rows 
and uniform figures. 
ther to ſhew a genius in works of this 


They chule ra- 
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| ED already ſhown how the 


| fancy 18 affected by the works of 
nature, and afterwards conſidered in ge- 


neral both the works of nature and of 


art, how they mutually aſſiſt and com- 
pleat each other in forming fuch ſcenes 


and proſpe&ts as are molt apt to delight 
the mind of the beholder ; I ſhall in this 


paper throw together ſome reflections 
on hat particular art, which has à more 
immediate tendency, than any other, to 
woduce thoſe primary pleaſures of the 
imagination, which have hitherto keen 
the ſubject of this diſcourſe. The art I 
mean is that of architecture, which I 
ſhall confider only with regard to the 
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might, indeed, be of ill conſequence to 


- humouring nature, love to deviate from 


I am ſingular in my opinion, but fer 


up all the beautiful plantations of truit- 


their evergreens, and the like moveable 


titully ſtocked. 


have placed it, without entering into 


. : 8 | Jr + 
and explained at large in numberlels 


nature, and therefore always conceal the 
art by which they direct themſelves. 
They have a word, it ſeems, in their 
language, by which they expreſs the 
particular beauty of a plantation that 
thus ſtrikes the imagination at firft fight, 
without diſcovering what it is that has 
ſo agreeable an cifect. Our Britiſh 
gardeners, on the contrary, inſtead of 


it as much as poſſible. Our trees riſe 
in cones, globes, and pyramids. We 
ſee the marks of the ſciſſars upon every 
plant and buſh. I do not know whether 


my own part, I wou:d rather look upon 
a tree in all it's luxuriancy and ditfu- 
fron of boughs and branches, than when 
it is thus cut and trimmed into a mathe- 
watical figure; and cannot but fancy 
that an orchard in flower looks infinite- 
ly more delightful, than all the little 
labyrinins of the moſt finiſhed parterre, 
But as our great modcliers of gardens 
have their magazines ot plants to diſpoſe 
of, it is very natural for them to tear 


trees, and contrive a plan that may mot 
turn to their own profit, in taking off 


plants, with which their ſhops are plen- 


0 
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light in which the foregoing ſpeculations 


thoſe rules and maxims which the grcat 
maſters of architecture have laid down, 


treatiſes upon that ſubject. 
_ Greatneſs, in the works of architec- 
ture, may be conſidered as relating to 
the bulk and body of the ſtructure, or 
to the manner in which it is built. As 
for the firſt, we find the ancients, eſpe- 
cially among the eaſtern nations of the 
world, infinitely ſuperior to the mo— 
derns. | | LY 
Not to mention the tower of Babel, | 

of which an old author ſays, there wif 
| | Te { 
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the foundations to be ſeen in his time, 
which looked like a ſpacious mountain; 
what could be more noble than the walls 
of Babylon, it's hanging gardens, and 
its temple to Jupiter Belus, that roſe a 
mile high by eight ſeveral ſtories, each 
ſtory a furlong in height, and on the top 
of which was the Babylonian obſerva- 
tory? I might here, likewiſe, take no- 
tice of the huge rock that was cut into 


rocks that lay by it in the ſhape of tri- 


artificial lake, which took in the whole 
Euphrates, till ſuch time as a new canal 
was formed for it's reception, with the 
ſeveral trenches through which that river 
was conveyed. I know there are per- 
ſons who look upon fome of theſe won- 
ders of art as fabylous, but I cannot 
find any ground for ſuch a ſuſpicion, 
unleſs it be that we have no ſuch works 
among us at preſent. There were in- 
deed many greater advantages for build- 


ſince. The earth was extremely fruit- 
ful, men lived generally on paſturage, 
which requires a much ſmaller number 
of hands than agriculture: there were 
very few trades to employ the buſy part 
of mankind, and fewer arts and ſciences 
to vive work to men of ſpeculative tem- 


the prince was' abſolute ; ſo that when 
lie went to war, he put hümſelf at the 
head of a whole people: as we find Se- 
miramis leading her three millions to 


number of her enemics. 
wonder, therefore, when ſhe was at 


building, that ſhe could accompliſh fo 
great works, with ſuch a prodigious 
multitude of labourers : beſides, that in 
ker climate, there was ſmall interruption 


northern workmen lie half the year idle. 
i might mention too, among the bene- 


of the earth, that it ſweated out a bitu- 


to the ſtructure of Babe}. © Slime they 
| © uſed inſtead of mortar.” Ty 

In Egypt we ſtill ſee their pyramids, 
| wich anſwer to the deſcriptions that 


t but a traveller might find out ſome 


THE SPECTATOR. 


the figure of Semiramis, with the finaller 


ing in thote times, and in that part of 
the world, than have been met with ever 


pers; and what is more than all the reſt, 


the field, and yet overpowered by the 
It is no 


peace, and turning her thoughts on 


| of froſts and winters, which make the 


| fits of the climate, what hiftorians ſay 
men or natural kind of mortar, which 


ie doubtleſs the ſame with that men- 
| tioned in Holy Writ, as contributing 


| Dave been made of them; and I queſtion | 
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remains of the labyrinth that covered a 
whole province, and had a hundred 
temples diſpoſed among it's ſeveral quar- 
ters and diviſions. | 

The wail of China is one of theſe 
eaſtern picces of magnificence, which 
makes a figure even in the map of the 
world, although an account of it would 
have been thought fabulaus, were not 
the wall itſelf ſtill extant. | 

We are obliged to devotion for the 
noblett buildings that have adorned the 
ſeveral countries of the world. It is 
this which has tet men at work on tem- 
ples and public places of worſhip, not 
only that they might, by the magnifi- 
cence of the building, invite ths Deity 


to reſide within it, but that ſuch ſtu- 


pendous works might, at the ſame time, 


open the mind to vaſt conceptions, and 


fit it to converſe with the divinity of the 
place. For every thing that is majeſtic 
imprints an awfulneſs and reverence on 
the mind of the beholder, and ſtrikes in 
with the natural greatneſs of the ſoul. 

In the ſecond place, we are to con- 
ſider greatneſs of manner in architecture, 
which has ſuch force upon the imagina- 
tion, that a ſmall building, where it ap- 
pears, ſhall give the mind nobler ideas 


than one of twenty times the bulk, where 


the manner is ordinary or little. Thus, 
perhaps, a man would have been more 
aſtoniſhed with the majeſtic air that ap- 
peared in one of Lylippus's ſtatues of 
Alexander, though no bigger than the 
life, that he might have been with 
mount Athos, had it been cut into the 
figure of the hero, according to the pro- 


poſal of Phidias, with a river in one 


hand, and a city in the otger. 
Leet any one reflect on the diſpoſition 
of mind he finds in himſelf, at his firſt 
entrance into the Pantheon at Rome, and 
how the imagination is filled with ſome- 
thing great and amazing; and, at the 
lame time, conſider how little, in pro- 
portion, he is affected with the inſide of 
a Gothic cathedral, though it be five 


times larger than the other; which can 
_ ariſe from nothing elſe but the greatneſs 
of the manner in the one, and the mean- 


neſs in the other. b 
I have ſeen an obſervation upon this 
ſubject in a French author, which very 
much pleaſed me, It is in Monſieur 
Freart's parallel of\the ancient and mo- 
dern architecture. I ſhall give it the 
reader with the ſame terms of art which 


he has made uſe of. I am obſerving,” , 
| | lays 
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| ſays he, a thing, which, in my opi- 


c nion, is very curious, whence it pro- 
© ceeds that in the ſame quantity of ſu- 
« perficies, the one manner ſeems great 
c and magnificent, and the other poor 
© and trifling; the reaſon is fine and 
© uncommon. I ſay then, that to in- 
c troduce into architecture this grandeur 
© of manner, we ought ſo to proceed, 
© that the diviſion of the principal mem- 
© hers of the order may conſiſt but of 
c few parts, that they be all great and 
© of a bold and ample relievo, and 
© ſwelling ; and that the eye beholding 
© nothing little and mean, the imagi- 


© nation may be more vigorouſly touch- 


© ed and affected with the work that 
© ſtands before it. For example; in a 
© cornice, if the gola or cymatium of 
© the corona, the coping, the modillions 
© of dentelli, make a noble ſhew by 
< their graceful projections, if we ſee 


© none of that ordinary confuſion which 


£ is the reſult of thoſe little cavities, 


c quarter rounds of the aſtragal, and 1 


© know not how many other intermin- 
« gled particulars, which produce no ef- 
« fect in great and maſſy works, and 
< which very unprofitably take up place 
© to the prejudice of the principal mem- 
© her, it is moſt certain that this manner 
c will appear ſolemn and great; as on 


the contrary, that it will have but a 
poor and mean effect, where there is 


© a redundancy of thoſe ſmailer orna- 
© ments, which divide and ſcatter the 


angles of the ſight into ſuch a multi- 
© tude of rays, ſo preſſed together that the 
© whole will appear but a contuſion.” 
Among all the figures in architecture, 


there are none that have a greater air 
than the concave and the convex ; and 
we find in all the ancient and modern 


architecture, as well in the remote parts 


of China, as in countries nearer home, 
that round pillars and vaulted roofs 
make a great part of thoſe buildings 
which are deſigned for pomp and mag- 


takes in but a fourth part of the ſurface; 


High have bended it.“ 


I might next ſhew the pleaſure that rites 


every building which offers itſelf to his 


nificence. The reaſon I take to be, be- | 


cauſe in theſe figures we generally ſoe 
more of the body, than in thoſe of other 
kinds. There are, indeed, figures of 
bodies, where the eye may take in two. 
thirds of the ſurface: but as in ſuch 
bodies the fight muſt ſplit upon ſeveral 
angles, 1t does not take in one uniform 
idea, but ſeveral ideas of the ſame kind. 
Look upon the outſide of a dome, your 
eye hali ſurrounds it; look up into the 
inſide, and at one glance you have all 
the proſpect of it; the intire concavity 
falls into your eye at once, the ſight be- 
ing as the center that collects and gathers 
into it the lines of the whole circumte. 
rence: in a ſquare pillar, the fight often 


and in a ſquare concave, muſt move up 
and down to the different ſides, before 
it is maſter of all the inward ſurface, 
Far this reaſon, the fancy is mfinitely 
more ftruck with the view of the open 
air, and ſkies, that paſſes through an 
arch, than what comes through a ſquare, 
or any other figure. The figure of the 
rainbow does not contribute leſs to it's 
magnificence, than the colours to it's 
beauty, as it is very poetically deſcribed 
by the ſon of Sirach—* Look upon the 
rainbow, and praiſe him that made it; 
very beautiful it is in it's brightneſs; 
it encompaſles the heavens with a glo- 
«© r1ous circle, and the hands of the Moſt 
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Having thus ſpoken of that greatneſs 
which affects the mind in architecture, 


in the imagination from what ap- 
pears new and beautiful in this art; 
but as every beholder has naturally a 
greater taſte of theſe two perfections in 
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view than of that which J have hitherto 
conſidered, I ſhall not trouble my reader 
with any reflections upon it. It is ſuf- 
ficient for my preſent purpoſe to obſerve, 
that there is nothing in this whole art 
which pleaſes the imagination, but as it 
is great, uncommon, or beautiful. 
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I At firſt divided the pleaſures of the 
1 imagination into ſuch as ariſe from 
objects that are actually before our eyes, 
or that once entered in at our eyes, 
and are afterwards called up into the 
mind either barely by it's own opera- 
tions, or on occaſion of fomething with - 
W out us, as ſtatues, or deſcriptions. We 
E have already conſidered the firſt diviſion, 
and ſhall therefore enter on the other, 
EW which, for diſtinction fake, I have call- 


nation. When I lay the ideas we re- 
ctive from ſtatues, deſcriptions, or ſuch 
like occaſions, are the ſame that were 
once actually in our view, it mult not 
be underſtood that we had once ſeen the 
very place, action, or perſon, which are 
carved or deſcribed. It is ſufficient, 
that we have ſeen places, perſons, or 
actions in general, which bear a reſem- 
blance, or at leaſt ſome remote analogy, 
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is in the power of the imagination, when 
it is once ſtocked with particular ideas, 
to enlarge, compound, and vary them 
at her own pleaſure. | 

Among the different kinds of repre-- 
ſentation, ſtatuary is the moſt natural, 
and ſhews us ſomething likeſt the object 
that is repreſented. 
common inſtance, let one, who is born 
blind, take an image in his hands, and 
trace out with his fingers the different 
E furrows and impreſſions of the chiſſel, 
and he will eaſily conceive how the ſhape 
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by it; but ſhould he draw his hand over 

a picture where all is ſmooth and uni- 
form, he would never be able to ima- 
| gine how the ſeveral prominences and 
| depreſſions of a human body could be 
ſhewn on a plain piece of canvas, that 
has in it no unevenneſs or irregularity. 
| Deſcription runs yet farther from the 


a picture bears a real reſemblance to it's 
original, which letters and ſyllables are 
wholly void of. Colours ſpeak all lan- 
| &ages, but words are underſtood only 
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ed the ſecondary pleaſures of the imagi- 


with what we find repreſented ; ſince it 


To make ule of a 


of ka man, or beat, may be repreſented 


things it repreſents than painting; for 


and we may add, it is this alſo that raiſes 
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7 QUATENUS HOC SIMILE EST OCULIS, QUOD MENTE VIDEMUS». 
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rss TIIIL APPEAR THE SAME 
TO MIND AND EYE, IN COLOUR AND IN FRAME. 
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by ſuch a people or nation. For this 


reaſon, though men's neceflities quickly 
put them on finding out ſpeech, writing 
is probably of a later invention than 
painting; particularly we are told that 
in America, when the Spaniards firſt 
arrived there, expreſſes were ſent to the 


Emperor of Mexico in paint, and the 


news of his country delineated by the 
ſtrokes of a pencil, which was a more 
natural way than that of writing, though 


at the ſame time much more imperfe&t, 
becauſe it is impoſſible to draw the little 
connections af ſpeech, or to give the 


picture of a conjunction or an adverb. 
It would be yet more ftrange, to repre- 
ſent viſible objects by ſounds that have 
no ideas annexed to them, and to make 
ſomething like deſcription in muſic. Vet 
it is certain, there may be confuſed, im- 
perfect notions of this nature raiſed in 
the imagination by an artificial compo- 
ſition of notes; and we find that great 


maſters in the art are able, ſometimes, 


to ſet their hearers in the heat and hurry 
of a battle, to overcaſt their minds with 
melancholy ſcenes and apprehenſions of 


deaths and funerals, or to hull them into 


pleating dreams of groves and elyſiums. 
In all theſe inſtances, this ſecondary 


pleaſure of the imagination proceeds 


from that action of the mind which 
compares the ideas ariſing from the ori- 
ginal objets with the ideas we receive 


from the ſtatue, picture, deſcription, or 
found, that repreſents them. It is im- 


poſlible for us to give the neceſſary rea- 
ſon why this operation of the mind is 


attended with fo much pleaſure, as I 


have before obſerved on the fame occa- 
ſion; but we find a great varicty of en- 


tertamments derived from this fingle 


principle: for it is this that not only 


gives us a reliſh of ſtatuary, painting, 


and deſcription, but makes us delight 


in all the actions and arts of mimicry. 


It is this that makes the ſeveral kinds 


of wit a ar which conſiſts, as I have 
formerly ſhewn, in the affinity of ideas: 
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the little ſatisfaction we ſometimes find 
in the different ſorts of falſe wit; whe- 
ther it conſiſts in the affinity of letters, 
as an anagram, acroſtic; or of ſyllables, 
as in doggrel raymes, echoes ; or of 
words, as in puns, quibbles; or of a 
whole ſentence or poem, as wings and 
altars. The final cauſe, probably, of 
annexing pleaſure to this operation of 
the mind, was to quicken and encou- 
rage us in our ſearches after truth, ſince 
the diſtinguiſhing one thing from an- 
other, and the right diſcerning betwixt 


our ideas, depends wholly upon our 


comparing them together, and oblerving 


the congruity or diſagreement that ap- 
pears among the ſeveral works of nature. 
But I ſhall here confine myſelf to thoſe 


pleaſures of the imagination which pro- 
ceed from ideas raiſed by words, be- 
cauſe moſt of the obſervations that agree 


with deſcriptions are equally applicable 


to painting and ſtatuary. e 
Words, when well choſen, have ſo 

great à force in them, that a deſcription 

often gives us more lively ideas than 


the fight of things themſelves, The 


reader finds a ſcene drawn in ftronger 


colours, and painted more to the life in 
his imagination, by the help of words 
than by an actual ſurvey of the ſcene 
which they deſcribe. In this caſe the 
poet ſeems to get the better of Nature 
he takes, indeed, the landſkip after her, 
but gives it more vigorous touches, 
heightens it's beauty, and fo enlivens 


the whole piece, that the images which 


flow from the objects themſelves appear 
weak and faint, in compariſon of thoſe 
that come from the expreſſions. The 
reaſon, probably, may be, becauſ> in 
the ſurvey of any object, we have only 
ſo much of it painted on the imagina- 
tion as comes in at the eye; but in it's 
deſcription, the poet gives us as free a 

view of it as he eas, and diſcovers 
to us ſeveral parts, that either we did 
not attend to, or that lay out of our 


fight when we firſt beheld it, As we 


« 


look on any object, our idea of it js, 
perhaps, made up of two or three ſimple 
ideas; when the poet repreſents it, he 
may either give us a more complex idea 
of it, or only raiſe in us ſuch ideas ag 


are moit apt to affect the imagination. 


It may be here worth our while to 
examine how it comes to pals that ſeve. 
ral readers, who axe all acquainted with 
the ſame language, and know the mean. 
ing of the words they read, ſhould never. 
theleſs have a different reliſh of the ſame 
deſcriptions. We find one tranſported 
with a paſſage, which another runs over 
with coldneis and indifterence, or find- 
ing the repreſentation extremely natura], 
where another can perceive nothing ot 
likeneſs and conformity. This different 
taſte muſt proceed either from the per- 
fection of imagination in one more than 
in another, or from the different ideas 
that ſeveral readers affix to the ſame 
words. For, to have a true relifh, and 
form a right judgment of a deſcription, 
2 man ſhould be born with a good ima- 
gination, and muſt have well weighed 
the force and energy that lie in the ſe- 
veral words of a language, ſo as to be 
able to diſtinguiſh which are moſt ſig- 
nificant and expreſſive of their proper 


ideas, and what additional ſtrength and 


beauty. they are capable of receiving 
from conjunction with others. The 
fancy muſt be warm, to retain the print 
of thoſe images it hath received from 
outward objects, and the judgment diſ- 
cerning, to know what expreſſions are 


moſt proper to clothe and adorn them 


to the beſt advantage. A man who is 
deficient in either of theſe reſpects, though 
he may receive the general notion of 1 
deſcription, can never ſee diſtinctly all 


it's particular beauties; as a perſon with 


a weak fight may have the confuſed pro- 
ſpect of a place that lies before him, 
without entering into. it's ſeveral parts, 
or diſcerning the variety of it's colours 


in their full glory and perfection. 
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THE SPECTATOR. : 


No CCCCXVII. SATURDAY, JUNE 28. 


QUEM TU, MELPOMENE, SEMEL | 
NASCENTEM PLACIDO LUMINE VIDERIS, 

NON ILLUM LABOR ISTHMIUS + | 
CLARABIT PUGILEM, NON EQUUS IMPIGER, &c. 


SED QUE TIBUR AQUEZ FERTILE PERFLUUNT) 
ET SPISSE NEMORUM COME | 
FINGENT Z0LIO CARMINE NOBILEMs 


HoRr. OD. III. Ls 4 · v. 1. 


AT WHOSE BLEST BI? TH PROPITIOUS RAYS 
THE MUSES SHED, ON WHOM THEY SMILE, 
NO DUSTY ISTHMIAN GAME | 
SHALL STOUTEST OF THE RING PROCLAIM, 
oR, TO REWARD HIS TOIL, 1 8 OL I 
WREATHE IVY CROWNS, AND GRACE HIS HEAD WITH RAT t. 


BUT FRUITFUL TIBUR'S SHADY GROVES, | 

1T'S PLEASANT SFRINGS, AND PURLING STREAMS, 
SHALL RAISZ A LASTING NAME, 

AND SET HIM HICH IN SOUNDING FAME 


5 
* 


FOR LYRIC VERSE. 
E may obſerve, that any ſingle 
formerly ſeen, often raiſes up a whole 


berleſs ideas that before ſlept in the ima- 
rare. tuch a particular ſmell or co- 
our is able to fill the mind, on a fud- 
den, with the picture of the fieids or 
gardens where we firſt met with it, and 
to bring up into view all the variety of 


gination takes the hint, and leads us 


plans or meadows, We may further 
obſerve, when the fancy thus reflects on 
the ſcanes that have paſt in it formerly, 
thoſe, which were at firſt pleaſant to 


and that the memory heightens the de- 
lightfulneſs of the original. A Carte- 


ſtances in the following manner. 


from'ſuch a proſpect or garden, having 
entered the mind at the ſame time, have 
a ſet of traces belonging to them in the 


another; when, therefore, any one of 
theſe ideas ariſes in the imagination, and 
conſequently diſpatches a flow of animal 
[pirits to it's proper trace, theſe ſpirits, 
in the violence of their motion, run not 
only into the trace, to which they were 
more particularly directed, but into ſe- 
veral of thoſe that Le about it, By this 


circumitance of what we have 


ſcene of imagery, and awakens num 


images that once attended it. Our ima- 


unexpectedly into cities or theatr2s, 


behold, appear more ſo upon reflection, 


lian would account for both theſe in- ; 


The ſet of ideas which we rectined. 


brain, bordering very near one upon 


CrEECH, 


means they awaken other ideas of the 
ſame ſet, which immediately determine 


a new dilpatch of ſpirits, that in the 
fame manner open other neighbouring 


traces, till at laſt the whole ſet of them 
is blown up, and the whole proſpect or 


garden flouriſhes in the imagination. 


But becauſe the pleaſure we received 
from thele places far ſurmounted, and 
overcame the little diſagreeableneſs we 


found in them; for this reaſon there was 
at firſt a wider paſſage worn in the plea- 


= 4 


ſure traces, and on the contrary, ſo 


narrow a one in thoſe winch belonged to 


the diſagreeable ideas, that they were 


quickly ſtopt up, and rendered incapable 
of receiving any animal ſpirits, and con- 
ſequently of exciting any unpleatant 
ideas in the memory. | 

It would be in vain to inquire, whe» 
ther the power . of imagining things 
ſtrongly proceeds from any greater per- 
fection in the ſoul, or from any nicer 
texture in the brain of one man than of 
another: but this is certain, that a noble 
writer thould be born with this faculty 


in it's full ſtrength and vigour, ſo as to 


be able to receive lively ideas from out- 
ward objects, to retain them long, and 


to range them together, upon occahion, 


in ſuch figures and repreſentations as 


are moſt likely to hit the fancy of the 


reader. A poet ſhonld take as much 
pains in forming his imagination, as & 
philoſopher in cultivating his under. 


SN2 ſtanding. 
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ſtanding. He muſt gain a due reliſh of 
the works of nature, and be thoroughly 
converſant in the various ſcenery of a 


country life. 


When he is ftored with country 
images, if he would go beyond paitoral, 
and the lower kinds of poetry, he ought 
to acquaint himſelf with the pomp and 
magnificence of courts. He ſhould be 
very well verſed in every thing that is 
noble and ftately in the productions of 
art, whether it appear in painting or 
ſtatuary, in the great works of archi- 
teQture which are in their prelent glory, 
or in the ruins of thoſe which flouriihed 
in former ages. 


Such advantages as theſe help to open 


a man's thoughts, and to enlarge his 
imagination; and will therefore have 
their influence on all kinds of writing, 
if the author knows how to make right 


uſe of them. And among thoſe of the 


learned languages who excel in this ta- 
lent, the moſt perfect in their, ſcveral 
kinds are perhaps Homer, Virgil, and 
Ovid. The firſt ſtrikes the imagina- 
tion wonder fully with what is great, the 


_ fecond with what is beautiful, and the 
laſt with what is ſtrange. Reading the 
Iltad, is like travelling through a coun- 


try uninhabited, where the fancy is en- 


tertained with a thouſand favage pro- 


ipects of vaſt deſarts, wide uncnitivated 


marſhes, huge foreſts, miſ-ſhapen rocks 


and precipices. On the contrary, the 
ZEneid is like a well ordered garden, 
where it is impoſſible to find out any 
part unadornetl, or to xaſt our eyes upon 
a ſingle ſpot that does not produce 
ſome beautiful plant or flower. But 


when we are in the Metamorphoſis, we 
are walking on -.enchanted ground, and 
ſee nothing but ſcenes of magic lying 


round us. | 


Homer is in his province, When he is 


. deſcribing a battle or a multitude, a hero 
or a god. Virgil is never better pleaſed, 


than. when he is in his Elyſium, or 


copying out an entertaining picture. 


Homer's epithets generally mark out 


what is great; Virgil's what is agree 


able. Nothing can be more magnifi- 


cent than the figure Jupiter makes in 


the firſt Iliad, not more charming than 
that of Venus in the firlt Encid. 


* | On | 7 
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He ſpoke, and awful bends his ſable brows ; 
Shakes his ambroſial curls, and gives the nad, 
The ſtamp f fate, and ſanction of the God: 
High beav'n with trembling the dread ſignal 

; took, 
And all Olympus to the center ſhook. 
| | Pop E. 


Dixit et avertens roſea cervice refulſit; 
Ambrofieque come divinum wer tice odorem 
S irawerte: pedes weſtis defluxit ad ins, 
Et Sera inceſu pautit Dea —— 


EN. i. v. 406, 


Thus having ſaid. the turn'd and made 


_ appear? | 
Her neck reculgent, and diſhevell'd hair; 


Which, flowing from her ſhoulders, reach's 


| the ground, 
And widely fpread atbrofial ſcents around: 
In length of train deſcends her ſweeping gown, 
And by her graceful walk the Queen of Lore 
is known. DRYDEN. 


Homer's perſons are moſt of them god- 
like and terrible; Virgil has ſca ce ad- 


mitted any into his poem, who are not 
beautiful, and has taken particular care 


to make his hero ſo. 
= limengue juuentæ 
Purfurcun:, et lætos eculis afflavit honres, 
| EN. i. v. 504 


And gave his rolling eyes a ſparkling grace, 
And breath'd a youchful vigour on his face. 
DERY DEN. 


In a word, Homer fills his readers with 
ſublime ideas, and, I believe, has raiſed 
the imagination of all the good poets 
that have come aſter him. I ſhall only 
inſtance Horace, who immediately takes 
fire at the firſt hint of any paſſ+ge in the 


Iliad or Odyſſey, and always rites above 
himſelf, when he has Homer in his view, 


Virgil has drawn togetbcr, into his 
ZEncid, all the pleaſing ſcenes his iub- 


ject is capable of admitting, and in his 


Georgics has given us a collection of 


the moſt delightful landſkips that can be 
made out of fields and woods, herds ot. 


cattle, and ſwarms of bees. 

Ovid, in Eis Metamorphoſis, has ſhewn 
us how the imaginotion may be affected 
by what is ſtrange. He-deſcribes a mi- 
racle in every ſtory, and always gives us 
the ſight of ſome new creature at the 
end of it. His art conſilts chictly m 
well-timing his deſcription, before the 
firlt ſhape 18 quite worn off, and the new 
one perfectly finiſhed ; fo that he c 


where entertains us with ſomething we 


never law before, and ſhews * 
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after monſter to the end of the Meta- 

morphoſis. i 

f I were to name a poet that 15 a per- 

fect maſter in all theſe arts of working 

on the imagination, I think Milton may 
aſs for one: and if his Paradiie Loſt 

falls ſhort of the ZEneid.or Iliad in this 


reſpect, it proceeds rather from the fault 


of the language in which it is written, 
than from any defect of genius in the 
author. So divine a poem in Engliſh, 
is like a ſtately palace built of brick, 
where one may fee architecture in 25 
great a perfection as in one of marbie, 
though the materials are of a conrier 
nature. But to contider it only as it 


WT EE. ET ET = - — - - 


835 
regards our preſent ſubject; what can 
be conceived greater than the Battle of 
Angels, the majetty of Meſſiah, the ſta- 
ture and behaviour of Satan and his 
peers? What more beautiful than Pan- 
demonium, Paradiſe, Heaven, Angels, 
Adam and Eve? What more ſtrange, 
than the creation of the world, the ſe- 
veral metamorpholes of the fallen an- 
gels, and the ſurpriſing adventures their 
leader meets with in his ſearch after 
Paradiſe ? No other ſubject could have 
furniſhed a poet with ſcenes ſo proper 
to ſtrike the imagination, as no other 
poet could have painted thoſe ſcenes in 
more ſtrong and lively colours. O 


No Ccccxvinl. MONDAY, JUNE 30. 


———FRETET RUBUS AS PER AMOMUMs. 


| VinRG. EcL. III. v. 89. : 


THE RUGGED THORN SHALL BEAR THE FRAGRANT ROSE. 


HE pleaſures of theſe ſecondary 


| views of the imagination, are of a 
wider and more univerſal nature than 
thoſe it bas when joined with fight ; for 
not only what is great, ſtrange, or beau- 


tiful, but any thing that is diſagreeable 


when looked upon, pleaſes us in an apt 


Moſt readers, I believe, are more charmed 
with Milton's deſcription of paradiſe, 
than of hell; they are both, perhaps, 
equally perfect in their Kind; but in the 
one the brimſtone and ſulphur are not 


fo refreſhing to the imagination, as the 


beds of flowers and the wilderneſs of 


E deſcription, Here, therefore, we muſt ſweets in the other. „„ 1 
enquire after a new principle of plea- There is yet another circumſtance 0 
= fure, which is nothing elle but the which recommends a deſcription more ut: 
E ation of the mind, which compares the than all the reſt, and that is if it repre- 1 
ideas that ariſe from words, with the ſents to us ſuch objects as are apt to 4 

= ideas that ariſe from the objects them- raiſe a ſecret ferment in the mind of the _ If 
E felves; and why this operation of the reader, and to work, with violence, upon 4 
B mind is attended with ſo much pleaſure, his paihions. For, in this caſe, we are | 9 
we have before conſidered. For this at once warmed and enlightened, fo that 1 
3 reaſon, therefore, the deſcription of a the pleaſure becomes more univertal, and 1 
Þg dunghill is pleaſing to the imagination, is ſeveral ways qualified to entertain us. Tf 
Y if the image be repreſented our minds Thus in painting, it is pleaſant to look A 


N 


on the picture of any face, where the 4 
reſemblance is hit; but the pleature in- 41 
creates, f it be the picture of a face that | 
is beautiful; and is till greater, if the 
beauty be ſoftened with an air of me- 
lancholy or ſorrow. The two leading 


by ſuitable expreſſions ; though perhaps 
this may be more properly called the 
pleaſure of the underſtanding than of 
the fancy, becauſe we are not fo much 
delighted with the image that is con- 
tamed in the deſcription, as with the 
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aptneſs of the deſcription to excite the 
mage. | 1 : 


But if the deſcription of what is little, 


paſſions which the more ſerious parts of 


poetry endeavour to ſtir up in us, are 
| „ ale 


terror and pity. And here, by the way, 
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the imagination, the deſcription of what pats that ſuch paſſions as are very un- . 
is great, ſurpriſing, or beautiful, is pleaſant at all other times, are very » 8g 
much more ſo; becauſe here we are not agreeable when excited by proper de- : 5 
only delighted with comparing the re- ſcriptions. It is not ſtrange, that we 4 

4 


ſhould take delight in ſuch paſſages as 
are apt to produce hope, joy, admira- 
| tion, 


thro with the original, but are 


ighly pleaſed with the original itſelf. 
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tion, love, or the like emotions in us, 
becauſe they never riſe in the mind with- 
out an inward vleature which attends 
them: but how comes it to pals, that 
we ſhould take delight in being terrified 
or dejected by a deſcription, when we 
find fo much uneaſineſs in the fear or 
grief which we receive from any other 
occaſion ? . | | 

If we conſider, therefore, the nature 
of this pleaſure, we ſhall find that it 
does not arile ſo properly from the de- 
ſcription of what is terrible, as from 
the reflection we make on ourſelves at 
the time of reading it. When we look 
on ſuch hideous objects, we are not a 
little pleaſed to think we are in no dan- 
ger of them: we conſider them, at 


the ſame time, as dreadful and harmleſs ; 


ſo that the more trightful appearance 
they make, the greater is the pleature 
we receive from the ſenſe of our own 
ſafety. In fhort, we look upon the 
terrors of a deſcription with the ſame 
euriofity and ſatisfaction that we ſurvey 
a dead moniter. : 


— 
««. 


bc ————_ 


| — [forme cadaver 
| Protrahitur ; nequeunt expleri corda tuendo 
Terribiles oculos, vultum, willoſaque ſctis 
Pectora ſemiferi, atque ext inctos ſaucibuis ignes. 
VIA G. EN. VIII. v. 264. 
— They drag him from his den. 
The wond'ring neighbourhood, with glad 
©. Sarge. 3 
Beheld his ſhagged breaſt, his giant ſize, 
His mouth that flames no more, and his 
extinguiſh'd eyes. DRVYDEN. 


It is for the ſame reaſon hat we are 
delighted with the reflecting upon dan- 
gers that are paſt, or in looking on a 
precipice at a diſtance, which would fill 
us with a different kind of horror if we 
faw it hanging over our heads, | 


In the like manner, when we read of 


törments, wounds, deaths, and the like 
diſmal accidents, our pleaſure does not 
flo ſo properly from the grief which 


ſuch melancholy deſcriptions give us, as 
from the ſecret compariſon which we 


make between ourie!ves and the perſon 
Who ſuffers. Such repreſentations teach 
us to ſet a jun value upon our own con- 
Aition, and make us prize our good for- 


tune, which exempts us from the like 


calamities. This is, however, ſuch a 
kind of ploafure as we are not capable 
of receiving, when we ſee a perſon ac- 
tually lying under the tortures that we 
mect with in a deſcription ; becauſe, in 


THE SPECTATOR. 


things more great, ſtrange, or beautiful, 


this caſe, the object preſſes too cloſe 
upon our ſenſes, and bears ſo hard upon 
us, that it does not give us time or te. 
fure to reflect on ourlelves. Our thoughts 
are fo intent upon the miſeries of the 
ſufferer, that we cannot turn them upon 
our own happineſs. Whereas, on the 
contrary, we conſider the misfortunes 
we read in hiſtory or poetry, either as 
pait, or as fictitious; ſo that the reflec. 
tion upon ourtelves riſes in us inſenhi. 
bly, and overbcars the ſorrow we con, 
ceive for the ſufferings of the affficted. 
But becauſe the mind of man requires 
ſomething more perfect in matter, than 
what it finds there, and can never meet 
with any fight in nature which fufh. 
cientiy anſwers it's higheſt idea of plca- 
ſantneſs; or, in other words, becauſe 
the imagination can fancy to itſelf 
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than the eye ever ſaw, and is ſtill ſenſi. 
ble of ſome defect in what it has ſeen; 
on this account it is the part of a poet 
to humour the imagination in it's own 
notions, by mending and perfecting 
nature where he deſcribes a reality, and 
by adding greater beauties than are put 
together in nature, where he deſcribes a 4 
fiction. 1 g 
He is not obliged to attend her in the 
flow advances which ſhe makes from 
one ſeaſon to another, or to obſerve her 
conduct in the {nccfiive production of 
plants and flowers. He may draw into 
his deſcription all the beauties of the 
ſpring and autumn, and make the whole 
year contribute ſomething to render if 
the more avreeable. His roſe-trees, 
woodbines, and jeſſamines, may flower 
together, and his beds be covered at the 
ſame time with lilies, violets, and ama- 
ranths. His foil is not reſtrained to 
any particular ſet of plants, but 1s pro- 
per either for oaks or mvrtles, and 
adapts itſelf to the products of evuy 
climate. Oranges may grow wild in it; 
myrrh may be met with in every hedge, 
and if he thinks it proper to have 2 
grove »of ſpices, he can quickly com- 
mand ſun enough to raiſe it. If all this 
will not turaiſh out an agreeable ſcene, 
he can make feveral new ſpecies 0 
flowers, with richer ſcents and higher 
colours than. any that grow in the gat- 
dens of nature. His concerts of birds 
may be as full and harmonious, aud his 
woods as thick and gloomy, as he plates. 
He is at no more expence in a long 
viſta than + ſhort one, and can as 995 


L l by 4 Gf of n * * 
W * „ 9 
R N E ⁰ F» ̃ x 
R wy Fr Ine BY STD ad . LIM Lak pe A Den 
4 ö W 08 — 9 N 7 . * 9 8. — 
W err ge 5 OM 88 — N FE ont ee LES: Ts 6 
R (OT n SL e We Tv PE EY CD Be 
EE OL; * "$7492.26 SR 9 98 8 5 : * Re - 
Pn Tong C FR N beer F C * 


” fon onda bor nd 
9 88 
R 
n 


1 od th 
K 
+ SS 5 


SEN WT NC rw bi 
R 


% 


ly throw his caſcades from a precipice 
of half a mile high, as from one oi 
twenty yards. He has his choice of 
the winds, and can turn the courſe of 
his rivers in all the variety ot meanders 
that are moſt delightiul to the reader's 


HERE is a kind of writing, 
wherein the pcet quite loſes ſight 
of nature, and entertains his reader's 


imagination with the characters and 
actions of ſuch perſons as have many ot 


on them. Such are fairies, witches, 
magicians, demons, and departed {pirits, 
This Mr. Dryden cails * the fairy way 
© of writing, which is, indeed, more 
difhcult than any other that depends on 
the poet's fancy, becauſe he has no pat- 
tern to follow in it, and muſt work al- 
together out of his own invention. 


required tor this ſort of writing, and it 
is unpoſlible for a poet to ſucceed in it, 
who has not a particular caſt of fancy, 
and an imagination naturally fruitful 
and juperſtitious. Beſides this, he ought 
to be very well verſed in legends and 
tables, antiquated romances, and the 
traditions of nurſes and old women, 
that he may fall in with our natural pre- 
judices, and humour thoſe notions which 
we have imbihed in our infancy. For 
otherwiſe he will be apt to make his 
fairies talk like people of his own ſpe- 
cles, and not like other ſets of beings, 
who converſe with different objects, and 


think in a different manner from that of 
mankind. I | 


Sylvis dedudti caqieant, me qudice, Fauri, 
7 . * . 5 ww ; * 0 * 
Ne velut innati triviis, ac pene forenjes, 


Honk ARS POET. v. 244. 
A ſatyr, that comes ſtarting from the woods, 
Muſt not at firſt ſpeak like an orator. 

3 | |  Roscommoxe 
L I do not ſay, with Mr. Bays in the Re- 
beaxſal, that ſpirits muſt not be confined 
IJ a peak ſenſe, but it is certain their 
ene ought to be a little diſcoloured, 


a ; f be 
dat it may ſeem particular, and pro- 
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imagination. 


endeavouring to excel. 
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IN PLEASING ERROR LOST, AND CHARMINGLY DECEIV'D. 


them no exiſtence but what he beſtows 


There is. a very odd turn of thought 5 
are led, as it were, into a new creation, 


tion. But to this it may be anſwered, af 
that we are ſure, in general, there are "5 
many intellectual beings in the world Mn 


| Jeait we have all heard fo many pleaſing 
A Aut nimiàm teneris jua'enentur vis 8 


337 
In a word, he has the 
modelling of nature in his own hands, 
and may give her what charms he 
pleaſes, provided he does not reform her 
too much, and run into abſurdities, by 


Hok. Er. 11. L. 2. v. 140. 


per to the perſon and condition of the 
ipeaker. | | 
Theſe deſcriptions raiſe a pleaſing 
kind of horror in the mind of the reader, 
and amue his imagination with the 
firangene es and novelty of the perſons 
woo are repreſented in them. They 
bring up in our memory the ſtories we 
have heard in our childhood, and favour 
thoſe ſecret terrors and apprehenſions 
to which the mind of man is naturally 
ſubject. We are pleated with ſurveying 
the different habits and behaviours of 
foreign countries; how much more muſt 
we be delighted and ſurpriſed When we 


and ſee the perſons and manners of an- 
other ſpecies? Men of cold fancies, 
and philofophical diſpofitions, object to 
this kind of poetry, that it has not pr Bi 
bability enough to affect the imagina- | 1 


beſide ourlelves; and jeveral ſpecies of _ = 
ſpirits, who are ſubject to different laws | : þ 
and ceconomies from thoſe of mankind: | 3 
when we lee, therefore, any of thele re- — | 
preſented naturally, we cannot look upon | 
the repreſentation as altogether impoſſi- 

ble; nay, many are prepoſſeſſed with 
ſich falie opinions, as diſpoſe them to 
believe thete particular deluſions 3 at 


— — 


— 


* 


relations in favour of them, that we do 
not care tor ſeeing through the talſhood, ; 
and wiilngiy give ourſelves up to ſa_ —_—_ 
agreeable an impoſture. RE RFP = 


: #4 


* 
" 
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— 


— * 7 * —— 4 5 ach 3 * 
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The ancients have not much of this . LY: 
poetry among them; tor, indeed, almoſt . | { 4 
the whole ſubſtance of it owes it's ori- i} 

inal to the darkne(s and ſuperſtition of 1 
ae ages, when pious frauds were | | 


macle uſe of to amuſe mankind, and 5 
frighten tt. em into a ſenſe of their duty. 
7 | Our 


U— 2 — rare vx Ag RIC — = __ 


lh are naturally 
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Our fcrefathers looked upon nature with 
more reverence and horror, before the 
world was enlightened by learning and 
philoſophy, and loved to aſtoniſh them- 
ſelves with the apprehenſions of witch- 
craft, prodigies, charms, and inchant- 
ments. There was not a village in Eng- 


land that had not a ghoit in it, the 
| beings, that we ſometimes meet with 


church-yards were all haunted, every 
large common had a circle of fairies be- 


| Jonging to it, and there was ſcarce a 
ſhepherd to be met with who had not 
ſeen a ſpirit. | | ETHER 


Among all the poets of this Kind, our 


Engliſh are much the beſt, by what J 


have yet ſeen; whether it be that we 
abound with more ſtories of this nature, 


or that the genius of our country is fit- 


ter tor this ſort of S For the Eng- 

anciful, and very of- 
ten diſpoſed by that gloomineſs and me- 
lancholy of temper, which is ſo frequent 


in our nation, to many wild notions. 


and viſions, to which others are not ſo 
liable. | „ 
Among the Engliſh, Shakeſpeare has 


incomparably excelled all others. That 


noble extravagance of fancy, which he 


had in fo great perfection, thoroughly 
qualified him to touch this weak ſuper- 


ſtitious part of his reader's imagination; 
and made him capable of ſucceeding, _ 


where he had nothing to ſupport him 


befides the ſtrength of his own genius. 


There is lomething to wild and yet fo 


folemn in the ſpeeches of his ghoſts, 


fairies, witches, and the like imaginary 


perſons, that we cannot forbear think. 
ing them natural, though we have no 


rule by which to judge of them; and 


muſt confeſs, if there are ſuch beings in 
the world, it looks highly probahle they 


ſhould talk and act as he has repreſented 


them. | | 
There is another ſort of imaginary 


among the poets, when the author re. 
preſents any paſſion, appetite, virtue, or 
vice, under a viſible ſhape, and makes 
it a perſon or an actor in his poem. Of 
this nature are the deſcriptions of Hun. 
ger and Envy in Ovid, of Fame in Vir. 
gil, and of Sin and Death in Milton, 
We find a whole creation of the like 
ſhadowy perſons in Spenſer, who had 


an admirable talent in repreſentations of 


this kind. I have diſcourſed of theſe 


emblematical perſons in former papers, 
_ and ſhall therefore only mention them in 
this place. Thus we ſee how many 


ways poctry addrefles itſelf to the ima- 
gination, as it has not only the whole 
circle of nature for it's province, but 
makes new worlds of it's own, thews 


us perſons who are not to be found in 


being, and repreſents even the facultics 
of the toul, with the ſeveral virtues and 


vices, in a ſenſible ſhape and character. 


I ſhall, in my two tollowing papers, 
conſider in general, how other kinds of 
writing are qualißed to pleaſe the ima- 


gination, with which I intend to con- 


clude this eſſay. 
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——QUOCUNQUE VOLUNT MENTEM AUDITOCRIS AGUN TO. 


AND RAISE MEN'S PASSIONS TO WHAT HEIGHT THEY WILL. 


As the writers in poetry and fiction 


| bor row their ſeveral materials 


from outward obieRs, and join them to- 


gether at their own pleaſure, there are 
otters who are obliged to follow Nature 


more clolely, and to take intire icenes 


out of her. Such are hiſtorians, natu— 


ral philoſophers, travellers, geographers, 


and, in a word, all who deſcribe viſible 
objects of a real exiſtence. 

It is the moſt agreeable talent of an 
hiſtorian to be able to draw =p his ar- 
mics and fight his battles in proper ex- 


Hon. Ars PoE r. v. 100. 


Ros co Mon. 


preſſions, to ſet before our eyes the di- 


vitons, cabals, and jealouſics of great 
men, and to lead ns ſtep by ſtep into 
the ſeveral actions and events of his 
hiſtory. We love to ſee the fubject un- 


folding itſelf by juſt degrees, and break- 


ing upon us inſenſibly, that fo we may 
be kept in a pleaſing ſuſpence, and hae 
time given us to raiſe our expectations, 
and to ſide with one of the parties con 
cerned in the relation. I confels th 
ſhews more the art than the veractty © 
the hiſtorian, but I am only to 7 2 
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um as he is qualified to pleaſe the ima- 
gination. And in this reſpet Livy has, 


him, or have written ſince his time. He 
deſcribes every thing in fo lively a man- 
ner, that his wholehiſtory is an admirable 
picture, and touches on ſuch proper cir- 
W cumnſtances in every ſtory, that his reader 
becomes a kind of ſpectator, and feels 
in himſelf all the variety of paſſions 
wich are correſpondent to the ſeveral 
parts of the relation. : 

But among this ſet of writers there 
re none who more gratify and enlarge 
the imagination, than the authors of 
the new philoſophy, whether we conſi- 
der their theories of the earth or hea- 
vens, the diſcoveries they have made by 


plations on nature. We are not a little 
pleaſed to find every green leaf ſwarm 
W with millions of animals, that at their 
| Jargeit growth are not viſible to the 


W engaging to the fancy, as well as to our 
W reaton, in the treatiſes of metals, mine- 
rials, plants, and meteors. But when we 
W ſurvey the whole earth at once, and the 
W ſ{cycral planets that lie within it's neigh- 
= bourhgod, we are filled with a pleaſing 
aſtoniſhment, to ſee fo many worlds 
hanging one above another, and ſliding 
round their axles in ſuch an amazing 
pomp and folemnity. If, after this, we 


& contemplate thoſe wild fields of ZEther, 


chat reach in height as far as from Sa- 
turn to the fixed ſtars, and run abroad 
almoſt to an infinitude, our imagination 


a proſpect, and puts itſelf upon the ſtretch 
to comprehend it. But if we yet riſe 
bigher, and conſider the fixed ſtars as 
bo many vaſt oceans of flame, that are 
each of them attended witli a different 
W {ct of planets, and ſtill diſcover new 
firmaments and new lights that are ſunk 
| farther in thoſe unfathomable depths of 
W Ether, ſo as not to be ſeen by the 
W firongeſt of our teleſcopes, we are Joſt 
m ſuch a labyrinth of iuns and worlds, 
and confounded with the immenſity and 
| Mapnificence of nature. . 

Nothing is more pleaſant to the fancy, 
than to enlarge itſelf, by degrees, in it's 
| contemplation of the various proportions. 
| which it's ſeveral objects bear to each 


man to the bulk of the whole earth, the 
earth to the circle it deſcribes round the 
| fun, that circle to the ſphere of the fixed 


perhaps, excelled all who went before 


YH plilſes, or any other of their contem=- 


W nked cye. There is ſomething very 


finds it's capacity filled with ſo immenſe 


| other, when it compares the body of 


— — ——————————————————C—— —  — ⏑2e. 


THE SPECTATOR; „ 


ſtars, the ſphere of the fixed ſtars to the 
circuit of the whole creation, the whole 


creation itſelf to the infinite ſpace that 
is every vrhere diffuſed about it; or when 


the imagination works downward, and 
conſiders the bulk of a human body in 


reſpect of an animal a hundred times leſs 


than a mite, the particular limbs of ſuch 
an animal, the different ſprings which 
actuate the limbs, the ſpirits which ſet 


the ſprings-a going, and the proportion- 
able minuteneſs of theſe ſeveral parts, 
before they have arrived at their full 


growth and perfection; but if, after all 


this, we take the leaſt particle of theſe _ 
animal ſpirits, and connderit's capacity 


of being wrought into the world that 
ſhall contain within theſe n:rrow dimen- 
ons a heaven and earth, ſtars and pla- 


nets, an l every different ſpecies of living 


creatures, in the {ame analogy and pro- 
portion they bear ty cach other in our 
own univerſe; ſuch a ſpeculation, by 
reaſon of it's nicety, appears ridiculous 
to thoſe who have not turned their 
thoughts that way, though at the ſame 
time it is founded on no leſs than the 
evidence of a demonſtration. Nay, we 


may yet carry it farther, and diſcover in 


the ſmalleſt particle of this little world a 


new inexhauſted fund of matter, capa- 
ble of being ſpun out into another uni- 


* 


verſe. 


I have dwelt the longer on this ſub⸗ 


ject, becauſe I think it may ſhew us the 
proper limits, as well as the defective- 
neſs of our imagination; how it is con- 
fined to a very ſmall quantity of ſpace, 
and immediately ſtopt in it's operations, 
when it endeavours to take in any thing 
that is very great or very little. Let a 


man try to conceive the different bulk of 
an animal, which is twenty, from ano- 
ther which is an hundred times leſs than 


a mite, or to compare in his thoughts a 
length of a thouſand diameters of the 
earth, with that of a million, and he 
will quickly find that he has no different 
meaſures in his mind adjuſted to ſuch 
extraordinary degrees of grandeur or 


minuteneſs. The underſtanding, in- 
deed, opens an infinite ſpace on every 


ſide of us; but the imagination, after a 
few faint efforts, is immediately at a 


ſtand, and finds herſelf ſwallowed up 


in the immenſity of the void that ſur- 


rounds it. Our reaſon can purſue a 


particle of matter through an infinite 


variety of diviſions, but the fancy ſoon 
foht of it, and feels in itſelt a kind 


loſes 
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of chaſm, that wants to be filled with 
matter of a more ſenſible bulk. We can 
neither widen nor contract tne faculty to 
the dimenſions of either extreme. The 
object is too big for our capacity when 
we would comprehend the circumference 
of a world; and dwindles into nothing, 


| when we endeavour after the idea of an 


atom. 

It is poſſible this defect of imagina- 
tion may not be in the ſoul itſelf, but as 
it acts in conjunction with the body. 
Perhaps there may not be room in the 
brain for ſuch a variety of imprellions, 


HE SOUGHT FRESH FOUNTAINS IV A FOREIGN 601L ; 
THE PLEASURE LESSEN'D THE ATTENDING TIL. 


HE pleaſures of the imagination 
are not wholly confined to {uch 
particular authors as are converſant in 
material objects, but are often to be met 


with among the polite maſters of morali- 


ty, criticiſm, and other ſpeculations ab- 
ſtracted from matter, who, though they 
do not directly treat of the viſible parts 
of nature, often draw from them their 
ümilitudes, metaphors, and allegories. 


By theſe alluſions a truth in the under- 


ſtanding is as it were reflected by the 
imagination; we are able to ſee ſome- 
thing like colour and ſhape in a notion, 
and to diſcover a ſcheme of thoughts 
traced out upon matter. And here the 


mind receives a great deal of ſatisfac- 
tion, and has two of it's faculties gra- 
tified at the ſame time; while the fancy 


is buſy in copying after the under ſtand- 


ing, and tranſcribing idcas out of the 
intellectual world into the material. 
The great art of a writer ſhews itſelf 
in the choice of pleaſing allufons, which 
are generally to be taken from the great 
or beautiful works of art or nature; for 


though whatever is new cr uncommon 
is apt to Slight the imagination, the 
chief deſign of 


mon, than the paſſages which arc to be 
«plained, 3 Bp 
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_ courſe upon love, which none but a pro- 


an alluſion being to il- 

luſtrate and explain the paflages of an 
author, it ſhould be always borrowed 
from what is more known and com- 


or the animal ſpirits may be incapahl; 
of figuring them in ſuch a manner, ag 
is neteſſary to excite fo very large or very 
minute ideas. However it be, we may 
well ſuppoſe that beings of a higher na. 
ture very much excel us in this reſpeq, 
as it is probable the ſoul of man will be 
infinitely more perfect hereafter in this 
faculty, as well as in all the reſt; info. 
much that, perhaps, the imagination 
wilt be able to keep pace with the un. 
derſtanding, and to form in itſelf difting 
ideas of all the different modes and quan. 
tities of pace. 1 — 


1 


OVID. MET. Le Iv. Ve 294. 


ApDISON. 


Allegories, when well choſen, are like 
ſo many tracks of light in a diſcourſe, 
that make every thing about them clear 
and beautitul. A noble metaphor, when 
it is placed to an advantage, caſts a kind 
of glory round it, and darts a luſtre 
through a whole ſentence. Theſe dif. 
ferent kinds of alluſion are but fo many 
different manners of hmilitude; and, that 
they may pleaſe the imagination, the 
likeneſs ought to be very exact, or very 
agreeable, as we love to ſee a picture 
where the reſemblance is juſt, or the 
. poſture and air graceful. But we often 
find eminent writers very faulty in this 
reſpect; great ſcholars are apt to fetch 
their compariſons and alluſions from thi 
ſciences in which they are moſt conver- 
fant, fo that a man may ſee the compals 
of their learning in a treatiſe on the mot 
indiffercnt ſubject. I have read a di- 


found chymiſt could underſtand, and 
have heard many a ſermon that ſhould 
only have been preached before a col 
gregation of Carteſians. On the colt 
trary; your men of buſineſs uſually hate 
recourie to ſuch inſtances as are too mea 
and familiar. They are for drawing the 
reader into a game of cheſs or tennis, 
for leading him from ſhop to ſhop in the 
cant of particular trades and employ: 
ments. It is certain, there may be fou 


an infinite variety of very agreeable al 
Jusos 


Juſions in both theſe kinds; but, for the 
pony the moſt entertaining ones 


obvious to all capacities, and more de- 
lightful than what is to be found in art 
and ſciences. _ . 
It is this talent of affecting the ima- 
ination, that gives an embelliſhment to 
good ſenſe, and makes one man's com- 
poſitions more agreeable than another's. 
It lets off all writings in general, but is 
the very life and higheſt perfection of 
poetry: where it ſhines in an eminent 
degree, it has preſerved ſeveral poems 
for many ages, that have nothing elſe 
to recommend them; and where all the 
other beauties are preſent, the work ap- 
ars dry and inſipid, if this ſingle one 
be wanting. It has ſomething in it like 
creation: it beſtows a kind of exiſtence, 
and draws up to the reader's view ſeve- 
ral objects which are not to be found in 
being. It makes additions to nature, 
and gives greater variety to God's works. 
In a word, it is able to beautify and 
adorn the moſt illuſtrious ſcenes. in the 
univerſe, or to fill the mind with more 
glorious ſhows and apparitions, than 
can be found in any part of it. 


originals of thoſe pleaſures that gratify 
the fancy ; and here, perhaps, it would 
not be very difficult to cat under their 
proper heads thoſe contrary objects, 
= which are apt to fill it with diſtaſte and 
terror; for the imagination is as liable 
co pain as pleaſure. When the brain is 
hurt by any accident, or the mind diſor- 


Y dered by dreams or ſickneſs, the fancy 


W is over-run with wild difmal ideas, and 
E terrified with a thouſand hideous mon- 
W ficrs of it's own framing. | | 


q Eumenidum veluti demens widet agmina Pen- 
I theus, = $2, 
FE, ſdem geminum, et duplices ſe oftendcre The- 
e > | | 
Aut Agamemnonias ſcenis agitatus Oreſtes, 
. Armatam facibus matrem et ſerpentibus atris, 
= Cl: fugit, ultriceſque ſedent in limine Diræ. 
| 55 VIR G. EN. iv. Yo 46g. 
Like Pentheus, when diſtracted with his fear, 
He ſaw two ſuns, and double Thebes appear: 
| Or mad Oreſtes, when his mother's ghoſt 
Full in his face infernal torches toſt, 8 
And ook her ſnaky locks: he ſhuns the 
fight, | | 
Flies oer the ſtage, ſurpriz d with mortal 
„ = | 
The furies guard the door, and intercept 
kis flight, DavpER. 
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ie in the works of nature, which are 


of bodies or exterior objects. 


We have now diſcovered the ſeveral 


under two heads. 
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: There is not a fight in nature ſo mor- 
tifying as that of a diſtracted perſon, 


when his imagination is troubled, and 
his whole foul diſordered and confuſed. 


Babylon in ruins is not ſo melancholy a a 


ſpectacle. But to quit ſo diſagreeable a 
ſubject, I ſhall only conſider, by way of 
concluſion, what an infinite advantage 
this faculty gives an almighty Being 
over the foul of man, and how great a 
meaſure of happineſs or miſery we are 


capable of receiving from the imagina- 


tion only, 1 | 

We have already ſeen the influence 
that one man has over the fancy of an- 
other, and with what eaſe he conveys 
into it a variety of unagery; how great 
a power then may we ſuppoſe lodged in 


him, who knows all the ways of affect- 


ing the imagination, who can infuſe 
what ideas he pleaſes, and fill thoſe ideas 
with terror and delight to what degree 
he thinks fit? He can excite images in 
the mind without the help of words, and 
make ſcenes riſe up before us and feem 
preſent to the eye without the aſſiſtance 


tran{port the imagination with fuch 
beautiful and glorious viſions, as cannot 
poſſibly enter into our preſent concep- 
tions, or haunt it with ſuch chaſtly 


ſpectres and apparitions, as would make 


us hope for annihilation, and think 
exiſtence no better than a curſe. In ſhort, 


he can fo exquilitely raviſh or torture 


the foul through this ſingle faculty, as 
might ſuffice to make the whole heaven 
or hell of any finite being. | 

This eſſay on the pleaſures of the ĩima- 
gination having been publiſhed in ſeve- 


ral papers, I ſhall conclude it with a 
table of the principal contents of each _ 


THE CONTENTS. 
FV 


THE perfection of our fight aboye our 
other ſenſes. The pleaſures of the 
imagination arife originally from fight. 


The pleaſures of the imagination divided 
The wer the 


imagination in ſomereſpects equal to thoſe 


of the under{tanding. The extent of the 
pleaſures of the imagination. The advan- 
tages a man receives from a reliſh of thele 
pleaſures. In what reſpect they are pre- 
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terable to thoſe of the underſtanding, 


Three ſources of all the pleaſures of s 


the imagination, in aur ſurvey of cut. 
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the imagination. 


How what is 
eautiful in our own ſpecies pleaſes 


the imagination. How what is beauti- 


ful in general pleaſes the imagination. 


What other accider tal cauſes may con- 


tribute to the heiglitening oi theſe plea- 
ſures. ä 

. PAPER . | 
. Why the neceſſary cauſe of our being 


pleaſed with what 1s great, new, or beau- 


tiful, unknown. Why the final cauſe 
more known and more- uſetul. The 


final cauſe of our being pleaſed with 
what is great. The final caule of our 
being pleaſed with what is new. The 
final cauſe of our being pleaſed with 
what is beautiful in our own ſpecics. 
The final cauſe of our being pleaſed 
with what 1s beautiful in general, 
PAPER IV. 


The works of nature more pleaſant 


to the imagination than thoſe of art. 


The works of nature ſtill more pleaſant, 


the more they reſemble thoſe of art, 
The works of art more pleaſant, the 


more they reſemble thoſe of nature. 


Our Engliſh plantations and gardens 


_ conſidered in the foregoing light. 


Of architecture, as it affects the ima- 
pris: Greatneſs in architecture re- 


| Jates either to the bulk or to the manner. 


Greatneſs of bulk in the ancient oriental 


buildings. The ancient accounts of 


_ theſe buildings confirmed, 1. From the 


advantages for raifing ſuch works, in the 


firſt ages in the world, and in the 
eaſtern climates: 2. From ſeveral of 
them which are ſtill extant, Inftances 
how greatneſs of manner attects the ima- 
gination. A French author's obſerva- 


tion on this ſubject. Why concave and 


convex figures give a greatnets of man- 
ner to works of architecture. Every 
thing that pleaſes the imagination in 


architecture, is either great, beautiful, 


or rew. EE 


PAPER VI. RY 
The ſecondary pleaſures of the ima- 
gination, The ſeveral ſources of theſe 
pleaſures, ſtatuary, painting, deſcrip- 
tion, and mufic, compared together. 
The final cauſe of our receiving pleaſure 
from theſe ſeveral ſources. Of deſcrip- 


tions in particular. The power of words 
over the imagination. Why one reader 
more pleuſed with deſcriptions than an- 
other: : . | 
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ward objects. How what is great pleaſes . 


How what is new 


pic es the imagination. ther, &c. A natural caule aſſigned for 


poetry and fiction have to pleaſe the 
imagination. 
lowed them. 


How hiſtory pleates the imagination, 


| PAPER VII, 
How a whole ſet of ideas hang tore, 


it. How to pertect the imagination of 
a writer. Who among the ancient 
poets had this faculty in it's greateſt 
perfection. Homer excelled in ima- 
gining what is great; Virgil in imagin. 
ing what is beautiful; Ovid in imagining 
what is new. Our own countryman 
Milton very perfect in all three re. 
ſpects. 
PAPER vIII. | 

Why any thing that is unpleaſant ta 
behold, pleaſes the imagination when 
well deſcribed, Why the imagination 
receives a more exquiſite pleaſure from 
the deſcription of what is great, new, 
or beautiful. The pleature ſtill height. 
ened, if what is delcribed raiſes paſſion 
in the mind. Diſagreeable paſſions 

leaſing when raiſed by apt deicriptions, 
Why terror and grief are pleaſing to 
the mind when excited by deſcription. 
A particular advantage the writers in 


What liberties are al- 


1 PAPER IX. 

Of that kind of poetry which Mr, 
Dryden calls the fairy way of writing, 
How a poet ſhould be qualified for it, 
The pleaſures of the imagination that 
ariſe from it. In this reſpect why the 
moderns excel the ancients. Why the 
Engliſh excel the moderns. Who the 
beſt among the Engliſh, Of emble- 
matical perſons. 


| PAPER x. 
What authors pleaſe the imagination, 
Who have nothing to do with fiction. 


How the authors of the new philoſophy 
pleaſe the imagination. The bounds 
and defects of the imagination. Whe- 
ther theſe defects are eſſential to the ima 
gination. | | 
e ar KI. : 
How thoſe pleaſe the imagination, 
who treat of ſubjects abſtracted from 
matter, by alluſions taken from tt. 
What alluſions moſt pleaſing to the 
imagination. Great writers how faulty 
in this reſpect. Of the art of imaging 
m general. The imagination capabie 
of pain as well as pleaſure. In wit 
degree the imagination is capable either 
of pain or pleaſtre, 0 


Ni 
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Do not know any thing which gives 
greater diſturbance to converiation, 
than the falſe notion ſome people have 
of raillery. It ought certainly to be 
the firſt point to he aimed at in ſociety, 
to gain the good - will of thoſe with whom 
you converſe. The way to that, is to 
ſhew you are well inclined towards 
them; what then can be more abſurd, 
than to ſet up for being extremeiy ſharp 
and biting, as the term is, in your ex. 
reſſions to your familiars? A man who 
9h no good quality but courage, is in 
a very ill way towards making an agree- 


which he has ſuperior to other people 
cannot be exerted, without raiſing him- 
ſelf an enemy. Your gentleman of a 
ſatirical vein is in the like condition. 
To ſay a thing which perplexes the heart 
of him you ſpzak to, or brings bluſhes 
into his face, is a degree of murder; 
and it is, I think, an unpardonable of- 
tence, to ſhew a man you do not care 


whether he is pleaſed or diſpleaſed. But 


put me, who am fo unhappy as to have 
an utter averſion to ſpeaking to more 
than one man at a time, under a ne- 
ceſſity to explain myſelf in much com- 
pany, and reducing me to ſhame and 
deriſion, except I perform what my in- 
firmity of filence diſables me to do. 
Calliſthenes has great wit, accompa- 
nied with that quality, without which 


judgment. This gentleman rallies the 
beſt of any man I know; for he torms 


you are in your heart not unwilling to 
grant him, to wit, that you are guilty of 


laudable. He very well , underſtands 
what you would be, and needs not fear 
your anger for declaring you are alittle 


will bear being reproached as laviſh, 
and the valiant as raſh, without being 
provoked to reſentment. againſt their 
Monitor, What has been faid to be 3 
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able figure in the world, becauſe that 


will you not then take a jeſt? Yes; but 
pray let it be a jeſt. It is no jeſt to 


a man can have no wit at all, a ſound. 
his ridicule upon a circumſtance which 


an exceſs in ſomething which is in itſelf 


too much that thing. The generous 


Ne CCCOXXIL. FRIDAY, JULY 4. 


. K XC $CRIPSI NON OTII ABUNDANTIA, SED AMORIS ERGA TE. 


Torr Err. 


JHAVE WRITTEN THIS, NOT OUT OF ABUNDANCE OF LEISURE, BUT or MY 
| _ AFFECTION TOWARDS YOU, 


mark of a good writer, will fall in with 
the character of a good companion. 
The good writer makes his reader better 
pleaied with himſelf, and the agreeable 
man makes his friends enjoy themſelves, 
rather than him, while he is in their 
company. Calliſthenes does this with 
inimitable pltaſantry. He whiſpered a 
friend the other day, ſo as to be over- 


heard by a young officer, who gave 


ſymptoms of cocking upon the com- 
pany—* That gentleman has very much 
of the air of a general officer.” The 


youth immediately put on à compoſed 


behaviour, and behaved himſelf ſuitably 
to the conceptions he believed the com- 
pany had of him. 


that Calliſthenes will make a man run 
into impertinent relations, to his own 


advantage, and expreſs the ſatisfaction 
he has in his own dear ſelf until he is 


very ridiculous; but in this caſe the man 
is made a fool by his own conſent, and 
not expoſed as ſuch whether he will or 
no. I take it therefore that, to make 
raillery agreeable, a man mult either 
not know he 1s rallied, or think never 
the worſe of himſelf if he ſees he is. 
Acetus is of a quite contrary genius, 
and is more generally admired than Cal- 


liſtheneſs, but not with juſtice. Acetus 


has no regard to the modeſty or weak - 


neſs of the perſon he rallies ; but if the 


quality or humility gives him any ſu- 
Prey to the man he would fall upon, 


he has no mercy on making the onſet. 


He can be pleaſed to ſee his beſt friend 
out of countenance, while the laugh is 


loud in his own applauſe. His raillery 


always pu's the company into little di- 


viſions antl ſeparate intereſts; while that 


of Calliſthenes cements it, and makes 
every man not only better pleaſed with 


himſelf, but allo with all the reſt in the 
_converiation. FR, | 


To rally well, it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary that kindneſs muſt run through all 
you ſay, and you mult ever preſerve the 
character of a friend to ſupport your 
pretenſions to be free with a man. Ace- 
tus'ought to be haniſhed human ſociety, 
. N becaule 


It is to be allowed 
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becauſe he raiſes his mirth upon giving 
pain to the perſon upon whom he 1s 
pleaſant. Nothing but the malevolenee, 
which is too general towards thoſe who 
excel, could make his company tolerat- 
ed; but they, with whom he converſes, 
are ſure to ſee ſome man ſacrificed where- 
ever he is admitted, and all the credit 
he has for wit is owing to the gratifica- 
tion it gives to other men's ill- nature. 
Minutius has a wit that conciliates a 
man's love at the ſame time that it is 
exerted againſt his faults. He has an 


art in keeping the perſon he rallies in 


countenance, by inſmuating that he 
himlelf is guilty of the ſame imperfec- 
tion. This he does with ſo much ad- 
dreſs, that he ſeems rather to bewail 
Himſelf, than fall upon his friend. 
It is really monſtrous to ſee how un- 
accountably it prevails among men, to 
take the liberty of diſpleaſing each other. 
One would think ſometimes that the 
contenſion is, who ſhall be moſt diſa- 
greeable. Alluſions to paſt follies, hints 
which revive what a man has a mind to 


forget for ever, and deſires that all the 


reſt of the world ſhould, are commonly 
brought forth even in company of men 
of diſtinction. They do not thruit with 
the ſkill of fencers, but cut up with the 
barbarity of butchers. It is, methinks, 


below the character of men of humani- 
ty and good-manners, to be capable of 
mirth while there is any one of the com- 


pany in pain and diſorder. They who 
havs the true taſte of converſation, en- 


joy themſelves in a communication of 


each other's excellencies, and not in a 
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triumph over their imperfections. For- 
tius would have been reckoned a wit, 


if there had never been a fool in the 


world; he wants not foils to be a beauty, 
but has that natural pleaſure in obſerv. 
ing perfection in others, that his own 


faults are overlooked out of gratitude 


by all his acquaintance. 
After theſe ſeveral characters of men 


- who ſucceed and fail in raillery, it may 


not be amiſs to reflect a little further 
what one takes to be the molt agreeable 
kind of it; and that to me appears when 


the ſatire is directed againſt vice, with 
an air of contempt of the fault, but no 


ill- will to the criminal. Mr. Congreve's 
Doris is a maſter piece of this kind. - It 
is the character of a woman utterly 


abandoned, but her impudence by the 


finelt piece of raillery is made only ge- 


neroſity. 


Peculiar therefore in her way, 
Whether by nature taught, 

J ſhall not undertake to ſay, 
Or by experience bought; 


For who o'er night obtain'd her grace, 
She can next day difown, _ | 
And ſtare upon the ſtrange man's face, 
As one the ne*er had known, 


So well ſhe can the truth diſguiſe, 

Bauch artful wonder frame, | 
The lover or diſtruſts his eyes, 
Or thinks "twas all a dream, 


Some cenſure this as lewd or low, 
Wo are to bounty blind; 
But to forget what we beſtow, 


Be ſpeaks a noble mind. 7 


Ne CCCOXXIIL SATURDAY, JULY 5. 


ur fox kus. 


ONCE FIT MYSELF. 


Look upon my ſelf as a kind of guar- 


dian to the fair, and am always 
watchful to obſerve any thing which 


concerns their intereſt, The preſent 


paper ſhall be employed in the fervice of 
a very fine young woman; and the ad- 


monitions I give her, may not be un- 
uſcful to the reſt of her ſex. 
ſhall be the name of the heroine in to- 
day's entertaimnent; and when I have 
told you tat the is rich, witty, young, 
and beautiful, you will believe ſhe does 


Gloriana 


Hos. Op. XXVIs IL. Jo V, 1. 


not want admirers. She has had ſinte 


ſhe came to town about twenty-five of 
thoſe lovers, who make their addreſſes 


by way of jointure and ſettlement. 


Theſe, come and go with great indit- 
fer ence on both ſides; and as beauteo!!s 


as fs is, a line in a deed has had ex- 


ception enough againſt it, to outweigh 
the luſtre of her eyes, the readineſs of 
her underſtanding, and the merit of her 
general character. But among the 
crowd gf ſuch cool adorers, Ike has * 
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who are very aſſiduous in their attend- 
ance. There is ſomething ſo extraor- 
dinary and artful in their manner of ap- 

lication, that I think it but common 
juſtice to alarm her in it. I have done 
it in the following letter. 


MADAM) | 
Have for ſome time taken notice of 
two gentlemen who attend you in all 
ublic places, both of whom have allo 
eaſy acceſs to you at your own houle : 
put the matter is adjuſted between them, 
and Damon, who fo palſlionately ad- 


* 
/ 


but Strephon, who ſcems to be indit- 
ferent to you, is the man, who is, as 
they have ſettled it, to have you. The 
plot was Jaid over a bottle of wine ; and 
Strephon, when he firſt thought of you, 
propoled to Damon to be his rival. The 
manner of his breaking of it to him, I 
was ſo placed at a tavern, that I could 
not avoid hearing. Damon, ſaid he, 
with a deep ſigh, I have long lan- 
© guiſhed for that miracle of beauty 
© Gloriana, and if you will be very 
« ſtedfaftly my rival, I ſhall certainly 
obtain her. Do not,* continued he, 
be offended at this overture; for I go 
upon the knowledge of the temper of 
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© that I ſhould profit by an oppoſition 
« of your pretenſions to thoſe of your 
humble ſervant. Gloriana has very 
good ſenſe, a quick reliſh of the ſatiſ- 
* factions of life, and will not give 
© herſelf, as the crowd of women do, 
to the arms of a man to whom ſhe is 
indifferent. As ſhe is a ſenſible wo- 
man, expreſſions of rapture and ado- 
= © ration will not move her neither; 
but he that has her muſt be the object 
of her deſire, not her pity. The way 
0 
1 
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0 
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c 
. 
6 
0 
o 


general conduct ſhould be agreeable, 
without addreſſing in particular to the 


Gloriana, I will carry it with great 


any thoughts as a lever. By this 
means I ſhall be in the moſt amiable 
light of which I am capable; I ſhall 
be received with freedom, you with 
reſerve.” Damon, who has himſelf 
no deſigns of marriage at all, eaſily tell 
W to the ſcheme 3 and you may obſerve, 
W tht wherever you are, Damon appears 
Abo. You ſee he carries on an unaf- 


dreſſes you, has no delign upon you; 


the woman, rather than any vanity 


to this end I take to be, that a man's 


woman he loves. Now, Sir, it you 
will be ſo kind as to ſigh and die for 


reſpect towards her, but ſeein void of 


THE SPECTATOR. 845 


feed exactneſs in his dreſs and man- 
ner, and ſtrives always to be the very 
contrary of Strephon. They have al- 
ready ſucceeded ſo far, that your eyes 
are ever in ſearch of Strephon, and turn 
themſelves of courſe from Damon. They 
meet and compare notes upon your car- 
riage; and the letter which was brought 


to you the other day, was a contrivance 


to remark your relentment. When you 
ſaw the biliet ſubſcribed Damon, and 
turned away with a ſcornful air, and 
cried Impertinence! you gave hopes to 
him that ſhuns you, without mortifying 
him that languiſhes for you. 


What I am concerned for, Madam, 


is, that in the diſpoſal of your heart, 
you ſhould know what you are doing, 
and examine it before it is loſt. Stre- 
phon contradicts you in diſcourſe with 


the civility of one who has a value for 


you, but gives up nothing like one that 
loves you. | 
gives his behaviour the advantage of 


ſincerity, and inſenſibly obtains your 
good opinion, by appearing diſintereſted 


in the purchaſe of it. If you watch 
theſe correſpondents hereafter, you will 
find that Strephon makes his vilit of 
civility immediately after Damon has 
tired you with one of love. Though 
you are very diſcreet, you will find it 


no eaſy matter to eſcape the toils ſo well 
laid, as when one ſtudies to be diſagree- 


able in paſſion, the other to be pleaſing 
without it. All the turns of your tem- 
per are careful] 
quick and faithful intelligence, gives 
your lovers irrchſtible advantage. You 


will pleaſe, Madam, to be upon your 


guard, and take all the neceſſary pre- 


cautions agaialt one who is amiable to 


you before you know he is enamoured. 
JJC : 
| Vour moſt obedient ſervant. 

Strephon makes great progreſs in this 
lady's good graces, for molt women being 


actuated by ſome little ſpirit. of pride 


and contradiction, he has the good ef- 


tetts of both thoſe motives by this co- 
vert-way of courtſhip. He received a 


meſſage yeſterday from Damon in the 


following words, ſuperſcribed © With 
© ſpeed.” a 


: ALL goes well ; ſhe is very angry at 


me, and I dare fay hates me in ear- 
neſt, It is a good tune to viſit. 
| : Yours. 
The 


This ſeeming unconcern 


watched, and their 
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The compariſon of Strephon's gaiety 


to Damon's languiſhment,. ſtrikes her 
imagination with a proſpect ot very 


agreeable hours with ſuch a man as the 
former, and abhorrence of the infipid 
| 3 with one like the latter. To 


ow when a lady is diſpleaſed with an- 
other, is to know the beſt time of advanc- 


ming yourſelf. This method of two perſons 


playing into eachother's hand is fo dan- 
gerous, that I cannot tell how a woman 


Could be able to withſtand ſuch a ſiege. 


The condition of Gloriana, I am afraid, 


is irretrievable, for Strephon has had fo 


many opportunities of pleaſing without 
tuſpicion, that all which 1s lett for her 


to do is to bring him, now ſhe is adviſ- 
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ed, to an explanation of his paſſion, 
and beginning again, if the can conquer 
the kind ſentiments ſhe has already con. 
ceived for him. When one ſhews him. 
ſelf a creature to be avoided, the other 

roper to be fled to for ſuccour, they 
8 the whole woman between them, 
and can occaſionally rebound her love 
and hatred from one to the other, in ſuch 
a manner as to keep her at a diſtance 
from all the reſt of the world, and cali 


lots tor the conqueſt. 


N. B. Ihavemany other ſecrets which 
concern the empire of love, but I con- 
ſider that while I alarm my women, [ 
inſtruct my men. DR Torn 
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EST ULUBRIS, ANIMUS $1 TE NON DEFICIT duns. 
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IS NOT THE PLACE DISGUST OR PLEASURE BRINGS: 
FROM OUR OWN MIND GUR SATISFACTION SPRINGS, 


LONDONy JUNE 24, 


MB. SPECTATOR, 


Man who has it in his power to 
chuſe his .own company, would 


certainly be much to blame thould he 


not, to the beſt of his judgment, take 


ſuch as are of a temper moſt ſuitable to 
his own; and where that choice is want- 
Ing, or where a man is miſtaken in his 
choice, and yet under a neceſſity of con- 


tinuing in the ſame company, it will 
certainly be his intereſt to carry himſelf 


as eaſily as poſſible. | 5 
In this J am ſenſible I do but repeat 
what has been ſaid a thouſand times; at 
which however I think nobody has any 
title to take exception, but they who 
never failed to put this in practice. Not 
to uſe any longer preface, this being the 


_ ſeaſon of the year in which great num- 
bers of all forts of people retire rom this 


place of buſineſs and pleaſure to country 


 dolitude, I think it not improper to ad 


viſe them to take with them as great a 
ſock of godd-humour as they can; for 
though a country life is deſcribed as the 
moſt pleaſant of all others, and though 
it may in truth be ſo, yet it is ſo only 


to thoſe who know how to enjoy leiſure 


and retirement. 


As for thoſe who cannot live without 


with ill-natured expoſtulations, Holl, 
and chidings. And this I hinted, be- 


the conttant helps of bulineſs or com- 


pany, let them conſider, that in the 
country there is no Exchange, there are 
no play-houſes, no variety of coffee. 
houſes, nor many of thoſe other anzule- 
ments, which ſefve here as fo many re- 
liefs from the repeated occurrences in 
their own families; but that there the 
greateſt part of their time mutt be ſpent 
within themſelves, and conſequently it 
behoves them to conlider how agreeable 
it will be to them before they leave this 
dear town. | | 


I remember, Mr. Spectator, we were 


very well entertained, laſt year, with 
the advices you gave us from Sir Roger's 
country -ieat z which I the rather men- 
tion, becauſe it is almoſt impoſſible not 


to live pleaſantly, where the maiter of a 


family is ſuch a one as you there de- 
ſcribe your friend, who cannot there- 


fore, I m-an as to his domettic charac- 
ter, be too often recommended to the 


imitation of others. How amiable 18 
that affability and benevole g with 
which he treats his neighbouis, and 
every one, even the meaneſt of his ow! 
family! And yet how ſeldom imitated! 
Inſtead of which we commonly met 


cauſe the humour and diſpotition , che 
| | cad; 


who judges from the practice of the 
lieve the contrary; for how can we ſup- 
poſe people ſhould be ſo induſtrious to 
make themſelves uneaſy? What can 
engage them to entertain and foment 
jealouſies of one another upon every the 
leaſt occaſion ? Yet ſo it is, there are 
people who, as it ſhould ſeem, delight 
in being troubleſome and vexatious, 


© critate ad litigandum Have a certain 


it happens, that there are very few fa- 
milies in which there are not feuds and 


tereſt, there more particularly, to avoid 
them, becauſe there, as I would wil- 
lingly hope, no one gives another un- 
ealineſs, without feeling ſome ſhare of 
it,—But I am gone beyond what I de- 
ſigned, and had almoſt forgot hac I 
chiefly propoſed 5 which was, barely to 


& ofour time in town diſpenſe with a long 
we grow to ourſelves and to one another 
when our converſation is confined, in- 


and make as free with one another to 
our faces, as we do with the reſt of the 
world behind their backs. After I have 
told you this, I am to deſire that you 
would now and then give us a leſſon of 
good-humour, a family-piece, which, 
lince we are all very fond of you, I hope 
may haye ſome influence upon us. 
After theſe plain obſervations, give 


ſet of company of my acquaintance, who 


have the uſe of an abſent nobleman's 
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head, is what chiefly influences all the 
other parts of a family. , 

An agreement and kind correſpond- 
ence between friends and acquaintance, 
is the greateſt pleaſure of life. This is 
an undoubted truth, and yet any man 


world, will be almoſt perſuaded to be- 


who, as Tully ſpeaks—* Mira ſunt ala- 


© chearfulneſs in wrangling.” And thus 


animoſities, though it is every one's in- 


tell you how hardly we who pals moſt 
vacation in the country, how uneaſy 


ſomuch that by Michaelmas, it 1s odds 
but we come to downright ſquabbling, 


me leave to give you an hint of what a 
are now gone into the country, and 


eat, have ſettled among themſelves, to 


tioned. They are a collection of ten or 
twelve of the ſame good inclination to- 
wards each other, but of very different 
talents and inclinations: from hence 
they hope, that the variety of their tem- 


pers will only create variety of pleaſures. 
But as there always will ariſe, among 


the ſame people, either for want of di- 


verſity of objects, or the like cauſes, a 


certain ſatiety, which may grow into 


ill humour or diſcontent, there is a large 


wi of the houſe which they deſign to 
employ in the nature of an infirmary. 


Whoever ſays a peeviſh thing, or acts 


any thing which betrays a ſourneſs or 
indiſpoſition to company, is immediately 
to be conveyed to his chamber in the 
infirmary ; from whence he is not to be 
relieved, until by his manner of ſub- 
miſſion, and the ſentiments expreſſed in. 
his petition for that purpoſe, he appears 


to the majority of the company to be | 


again fit for ſociety, You are to under- 
ſtand, that all ill-natured words or un- 
eaſy geſtures are ſufficient cauſe for ba- 
niſhment ; ſpeaking impatiently to ſer- 


vants, making a man repeat what he 


ſays, or any thing that betrays inatten- 
tion or diſhumour, are alſo criminal 


without reprieve: but it is provided, 
that whoever obſerves the ill-natured fit 
coming upon himſelf, and voluntarily 


retires, ſhall be received at his return 


from the infirmary with the higheſt 


marks of eſteem. By theſe and other 


wholeſome methods it is expected that if 


they cannot cure one another, yet at, 
leaſt they have taken care that the ill- 
humour of one ſhall not be troubleſome 
to the reſt of the company. There are 
many other rules which the ſociety have 
eſtabliſhed for the preſervation of their 
eaſe and tranquillity, the effects of 


which, with the incidents that ariſe | 


1 8 them, ſhall be communicated to 
you 


good, by, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
T 
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avoid the inconveniencies above- men- 


rom time to time for the public 


of heat. | 
water, the fanning of the wind ruſtling 


WW. | COCA: + : — — 


THE SPECTATOR, 


No CCCCXXV. TUESDAY, JULY 8, 


FRIGORA MITESCUNT ZEPHYRIS3 VER PROTERIT ZASTAS 


IN TERRITURA, SIMUL 


POMIFER AUTUMNUS FRUGES EFFUDERIT; ET Mor 


BRUMA RECURRIT INERS. 


Hor. OD. vII. Le 4. v. g. 


THE COLD GROWS SOFT WITH WESTERN GAL ES, 
THE SUMMER OVER SPRING PREVAILS, 

BUT YIELDS TO AUTUMN's FRUITFUL RAIN, 
AS THIS TO WINTER STORMS AND HAILS; 


MR» SPECTATOR, | 
HERE is hardly any thing gives 
L me a more ſenſible delight, than 
the enjoyment of a cool ſtill evening 
after the uneaſineſs of an hot ſultry day. 
Such a one I paſſed not long ago, which 
made me rejoice when the hour was come 


for the ſun to ſet, that I might enjoy 
the freſhneſs of the evening in my gar- 


den, which then affords me the plea- 


ſanteſt hours I paſs in the whole four 


and twenty. I immediately roſe from 


my couch, and went down into it. You 


deſcend at firft by twelve ſtone ſteps into 
a large ſquare divided into four graſs- 
plots, in each of which is a ſtatue of 
white marble. This 1s ſeparated from 


a large parterre by a low wall, and from 
| thence through a pair of iron gates, you 


are led into a long broad walk of the 


fineſt turf, ſet on each fide with tall 
pes, and on either hand bordered by a 


canal, which on the right divides the 
walk from a wilderneſs parted into va- 


riety of alleys and arbours, and on the 


left from a kind of amphitheatre, which 
is the receptacle of a great number of 
oranges and myrtles. 'The moon ſhone 


bright, and ſeemed then moſt agreeably 


to ſupply the place of the ſun, obliging 
me with as much light as was neceſſary 
to diſcover a thouſand pleaſing objects, 
and at the ſame time diveſted of all power 
The reflection of it in the 


on the leaves, the ſinging of the thruſh 
and nightingale, and the coolneſs of the 


walks, all conſpired to make me lay 


aſide all diſpleaſing thoughts, and 
brought me into ſuch a tranquillity of 


mind, as is I believe the next happineſs 
to that of hereafter. In this ſweet re- 


tirement I naturally fell into the repe- 


eition of ſome lines out of a poern of 


/ 


„ W 


EACH LOSS THE HASTING MOON REPAIRS AC AIN. 


Six W. TEMPLE. 


Milton's, which he entitles Il Penſeroſo, 
the ideas of which were excellently ſuit. 
ed to my preſent wanderings of thought. 


Sweet bird! that ſhuw' the noiſe of folly, 
Moſt muſical ! moſt melancholy ! 
Thee, chauntreſs, oft, the woods among, 
I woo to hear thy evening ſong : 
And miſſing thee, I walk unſeen 
On the dry ſmooth-ſhaven green, 
To behold the wand'ring moon, 
Riding near her higheſt noon, 
Like one that had been led aftray, 
Thro' the heav'n's wide pathleſs way, 
And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping thro? a fleecy cloud, 


Then let ſome ſtrange myſterious dreara 
Wave with his wings in airy ſtream, 

Of lively portraiture diſplay d, 

Softly on my eye-lids laid : 

And as I wake, ſweet muſic breathe 
Above, about, or underneath, 

Sent by ſome ſpirit to mortals good, 


Or the unſeen genius of the wood, 


I reflected then upon the ſweet vici. 
ſitudes of night and day, on the charm- 


ing diſpoſition of the ſeaſons, and their 


return again in a perpetual circle And 
© oh!” ſaid I, © that I could from thele 
© my declining years return again to 
my firſt ſpring of youth and vigour; 
but that, alas! is impoſſible: all that 
remains within my power, is to ſoften 
the inconveniences I feel, with an ealy 


ſuch delights as this ſolitude affords 
me. In this thought I fat me down 
on a bank of flowers, and dropt into 3 
ſlumber, which whether it were the et- 
fect of fume and vapours, or my pre* 
ſent thoughts, I know not; but me. 
thought the genius of the garden ſtool 


before me, and introduced into the walk 
where I lay, this drama and _ 
| : | ſcen 
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contented mind, and the enjoyment of 
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THE SPECTATOR, 


ſcenes of the revolution of the year, 


which whilſt I then ſaw, even in my 


dream, I reſolved to write down, and 
ſend to the Spectator. 

The firſt perſon whom I ſaw advanc- 
ing towards me, was a youth of a moſt 
beautiful air and ſhape, though he ſeem- 
ed not yet arrived at that exact propor- 
tion and ſymmetry of parts which a 
little more time would have given him; 
but, however, there was ſuch a bloom 
in his countenance, ſuch ſatisfaction 
and joy, that I thought it the moſt de- 
firable form that I had ever ſeen, He 
was cloathed in a flowing mantle of 

een ſilk, interwoven with flowers: he 
had a chaplet of roſes on his head, and 
2 Narciſſus in his hand; primroſes and 
violets ſprang up under his feet, and all 
nature was cheared at his approach. 
Flora was on one hand, and Vertumnus 


on the other in a robe of changeable ſilk. 


After this I was ſurpriſed to fee the 


moon-beams reflected with a ſudden _ 


glare from armour, and to fee a man 
compleatly armed advancing with his 


ſword drawn. I was ſoon informed by 


the genius it was Mars, who had long 
uſurped a place among the attendants of 
the Spring. He made way for a ſofter 


appearance : it was Venus, without wy 
0 


ornament but her own beauties, not { 

much as her own ceſtus, with which 
ſhe had encompaſſed a globe, which ſhe 
held in her right-hand, and in her left 
ſhe had a ſceptre of gold. After her 
followed the Graces with their arms en- 


twined within one another: their girdles 


were looſed, and they moved to the ſound 


of ſoft muſic, ſtriking the ground alter- 
nately with their feet. Then came up 
the three months which belong to this 
ſeaſon. - As March advanced towards 
me, there was methought in his look a 


louring roughneſs, which ill befitted a 


month which was ranked in fo oft 


a ſeaſon; but as he came forwards his 


features became inſenſibly more mild 
and gentle: he ſmoothed his brow, and 
looked with ſo ſweet a countenance, that 


I could not but lament his departure, 


though he made way for April. He © 
peared in the greateſt gaiety imaginable, 
and had a thouland pleaſures to attend 
him : his look was trequently clouded, 
but immediately returnedto it's firſt com- 
poſure, and remained fixed in a ſmile. 


Then came May, attended by Cupid, 


with his bow ſtrung, and in a poſture 
to let fly an arrow: as he paſſed by, 


over. a bundle of 


— —ũ—3—2ä— TERS — —— — 


methought I heard a confuſed noiſe of 
ſoft complaints, gentle extaſies, and 
tender Gels of lovers; vows of conſtan- 


cy, and as many complainings of per- 


fidiouſneſs ; all which the winds wafted 
away as ſoon as they had reached my 
hearing. After theſe I ſaw a man ad- 
vance 1n the full prime and vigour of his 
age: his complexion was ſanguine and 
ruddy, his hair black, and 
in beautiful ringlets beneath his ſhoul- 


ders; a mantle of hair. coloured filk 
hung looſely upon him: he advanced 


with a haſty ſtep after the Spring, and 
ſought out the ſhade and cool fountains 
which * N in the garden. He was 
particu 

of Zephyrs fanned him with their wings: 


he had two companions who walked on 
each ſide, that made him appear the 
moſt agreeable, the one was Aurora 


with fingers of roſes, and her feet dewy, 


attired in grey: the other was Veſper in 


a robe of azure beſet with drops of gold, 
whoſe breath he caught whilſt it paſſed 


oney- ſuckles and 
tuberoſes which he held in his hand. 


Pan and Ceres followed them with four 


reapers, who danced a morrice to the 
ſound of oaten pipes, and cymbals. 


Then came the attendant months. June 
retained ſtill ſome ſmall likeneſs of the 


Spring; but the other two ſeemed to 
ſtep with a leſs vigorous tread, eſpecially 
Auguſt, who ſeemed almoſt to faint, 


whilſt for half the ſteps he took, the 
dog-ſtar levelled his rays full at his 
head : they paſſed on, and made way for 


a perſon that ſeemed to bend a little un 
der the weight of years; his beard and 


hair, which were full grown, were com- 


poſed of an equal number of black and 


grey: he wore a robe which he had girt 
round him of a yellowiſh caft, not un- 
like the colour of fallen leaves, which 
he walked upon. I thought he hardly 


made amends for expelling the forego- 


ing ſcene by the large quantity of fruits 


which he bore in his hands. Plent 


walked by his ſide with an healthy freſh _ 


countenance, pouring out from an horn 
all the various product of the year. Po- 


mona followed with a glaſs of cyder in 
her hand, with Bacchus m a chariot 


drawn by tigers, accompanied by 


a whole troop of ſatyrs, fauns, and fyl- 
September, who came next, 
ſeemed in his looks to promiſe a new 
Spring, and wore the livery of thoſe 
months, The ſuccezling month was 


vans. 
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ell down 


arly well-pleaſed when a troop 


all ſoiled with the juice of grapes, as if 
he had juſt come from the wine-preſs. 


November, though he was in this divi- 


fron, yet by the many ſtops he made 
ſeemed rather inclined to the Winter, 
which followed cloſe at his heels. He 
advanced in the ſhape of an old man in 
the extremity of age; the hair he had 


was ſo very white it ſeemed a real ſnow; 


his eyes were red and piercing, and his 
beard hung with a great quantity of 
icicles ; he was wrapt up in furs, but 


yet ſo pinched with exceſs of cold, that 


his limbs were all contracted, and his 
body bent to the ground, ſo that he 
could not have ſupported himſelf had it 
not been for Comus the god of revels, 
and Neceſſity the mother of Fate, who 
ſuſtained him on each ſide. The ſhape 
and mantle of Comus was one of the 
things that woſt ſurpriſed me; as he ad- 


vanced towards me, his countenance 


ſeemed the moſt deſirable I had ever 
ſeen : on the fore-part of his mantle was 


pictured joy, delight, and ſatisfaction, 


with a thouſand emblems of merriment, 


and jeſts with faces looking two ways at 


once; but as he paſſed from me I was 


Spring. 
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amazed at a ſhape ſo little correſpondent 
to his face: his head was bald, and all 
the reſt of his limbs appeared old and 
deformed. On the hinder part of his 
mantle was repreſented Murder with 
diſhevelled hair and a dagger all bloody, 
Anger in a robe of ſcarlet, and Suſpi- 


cion ſquinting with both eyes; but above 


all the moſt conſpicyous was the battle 
of the Lapithæ and the Centaurs, I 
deteſted ſo hideous a ſhape, and turned 
my eyes upon Saturn, who was ſtealing 
away behind him with a ſcythe in one 
hand and an hour-glaſs in the other un- 
obſerved. Behind Neceflity was Veſt 


the goddeſs of fire, with a lamp which 
was perpetually ſupplied with oil, and 


whoſe flame was eternal. She cheared 
the rugged brow of Neceſſity, and warm. 
ed her ſo far as almoſt to make her al. 
ſume the features and likeneſs of Choice, 
December, January, and February, 
paſſed on after the reſt all in furs ; there 
was little diſtinction to be made amongſt 
them, and they were more or leſs diſ- 
pleaſing as they diſcovered more or leſs 
haſte towards the grateful return of 
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AURI SACRA TAU Es 


O SACRED HUNGER OF PERNICIOUS GOLD | 


VII G. EN. 111. v. 56. 


WHAT BANDS OF FAITH CAN IMPJOUS LUCRE HOLD! 


A Very agreeable friend of mine, 


the other day, carrying me in his 


| coach into the country to dinner, fell 
into diſcourſe concerning the care of pa- 


rents due to their children, and the piety 


of children towards their parents. He 


was reflecting upon the ſucceſſion of 
particular virtues and qualities there 


might be preſerved from one generation 


to another, if theſe regards were reci- 


procally held in veneration : but as he 


never fails to mix an air of mirth and 


5 good- humour with his good ſenſe and 
realoning, he entered into the following 


relation. 


| I Will not be confident in what centu- 


* ry, or under what reign it happened, 
that this want of mutual confidence and 


right underſtanding between father and 


i 


DrvDEN. 


ſon was fatal to the family of the Va- 


lentines in Germany. Bafilius Valen- 
tinus was a perſon who had arrived at 
the utmoſt perfection in the hermetic art, 
and initiated his fon Alexandrinus in 
the ſame myſteries : but as you know 


they are not to be attained but by the 


painful, the pious, the chaſte, and pure 
of heart, Baſilius did not open to him, 
becauſe of his youth and the deviations 
too natural to it, the greateſt ſecrets of 


which he was maſter, as well knowing 


that the operation would fail in the 


hands of a man ſo liable to errors in life 
as Alexandrinus. But believing, from 


a certain indiſpoſition of mind as well 
as body, his diſſolution was drawing 


nigh, he called Alexandrinus to him, 


and as he lay on a couch, over-againſt 


which his ſon was ſeated, and prep * 
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by ſending out ſervants one after ano- 
W ther, and admonition to examine that 

vs one overheard them, he revealed the 
molt important of his ſecrets with the 
folemaity and language of an adept. 
« Ay ſon,” {aid ne, many have been 
© the watchings, long the lucubrations, 
« conſtant the labours of thy father, not 
+ only to gain a great and plentiful eſtate 
« to his poſterity, but allo to take care 
« that he ſhould have no poſterity. Be 
© not amazed, my child, I do not mean 
« that thou ſhalt be taken from me, but 
« that I will never leave thee, and con- 


« rity. Behold, my deareſt Alexan- 
« dripus, the effect of what was propa- 
© gated in nine months: We are not to 
« contradi& Nature, but to follow and 
* to help her; Juſt as long as an infant 
© is in the womb of it's parent, ſo long 
are theſe medicines of revivification in 
preparing. Obſerve this ſmall phial 
and this little gallipot, in this an un- 
© ovent, in the other a liquor. In theſe, 
my child, are collected ſuch powers, 
as ſhall revive the ſprings of life when 


© new ſtrength, new ſpirits, and, in a 
© word, wholly reſtore all the organs 
and ſenſes to the human body to as 


joyed from it's birth to the day of the 
application of theſe my medicines. 
But, my beloved ſon, care muſt be 


after the breath is out of the body, 
while yet the clay is warm with it's 


tion. I find my frame grown crazy 
with perpetual toil and meditation; 
and I conjure you, as ſoon as I am 
dead, to anoint me with this unguent 
and when you ſee me begin to move, 
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quor, elſe the force of the ointment 
will be ineffectual. By this means 
you will give me life as I have you, 
and we will from that hour mutually 
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* owed life on each other, but live as 
arethren, and prepare new medicines 
| © will demand another application of 
| © the ſame reſtoratives. In a few days 
| after theſe wonderful ingredients were 
delivered to Alexandrinus, Basilius de- 
W parted this life. But ſuch was the pious 


« ſequently cannot be ſaid to have poſte- 


© they are yet but juſt ceaſed, and give 
o 
great a duration, as it had before en- 
4 


taken to apply them within ten hours 


late life, and yet * of reſuſcita- 
r 


pour into my lip this ineſtimable li- 


lay aſide the authority of having be- 


againſt ſuch another period of time as 


3 ſorrow of the ſon at the loſs of ſo excel- 
lent a father, and the firſt tranſports of 
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grief had ſo wholly diſabled him from 


all manner of buſineſs, that he never 


thought of the medicines till the time to 
which his father had limited their effi- 
cacy was expired. To tell the truth, 
Alexandrinus was a man of wit and 


pes and conſidered his father had 


ived out his natural time, his life was 


long and uniform, ſuitable to the regu- 
larity of it; but that he himſelf, poor 
ſinner, wanted a new life, to repent of 
a very bad one hitherto; and in the ex- 


amination of his heart, reſolved to go = 
on as he did with this natural being of 
his, but repent very faithfully, and 


ſpend very ptouſly the life to which he 
ſhould be reſtored by application to theſe 


rarities, when time ſhould come, to his 
own perſon. _ 


It has been obſerved, that Provi- 


dence frequently puniſhes the ſelf-love 


of men, who would do immoderatel 
for their own offspring, with children 
very much below their characters and 


qualifications, inſomuch that they only 


tranſmit their names to be borne by thoſe 
who give daily proofs of the vanity of 
the labour and ambition of their proge- 
nitors. | | E | 


It happened thus in the family of Ba- 
ſilius; for Alexandrinus began to enjoy 


his ample fortune in all the extremities 
of houthold expence, furniture, and in- 
ſolent equipage; and this he purſued till 
the day of his own departure began, as 


he grew ſenſible, to approach. As Ba- 


ſilius was puniſhed with a fon very un- 
like him, Alexandrinus was viſited by 
one of his own diſpoſition. It is natu- 


ral that ill men ſhould be ſupicious, 


and Alexandrinus, beſides that jealouſy, 
had proofs of the vicious diſpoſition of 
his ſon Renatus, for that was his name. 

Alexandrinus, as I have obſerved, 
having very good reaſons for thinking 


it unſate to truſt the real ſecret of his 


phial and gallipot to any man living, 
projected to make ſure work, and hope 


for his ſucceſs depending from the ava- 

rice, not the bounty of his bene factor. 
With this thought he called Renatus 
to his bed-ſide, and beſpoke him in the 


molt pathetic geſture and accent. Ag 
much, my ſon, as you have been ad- 
dicted to vanity and pleaſure, as I 
alſo have been before you, you nor I 
could eſcape the fame, or the good 
effects of the profound knowledge of 
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His ſymbol is very well known in the 
| « philoſophic 


our progenitor, the renowned Baſilius. 
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© philoſophic world, and I ſhall never 
© forget the venerable air of his coun- 
© tenance, when he let me into the pro- 
found myſteries of the Smaragdine 
table of Hermes. It is true, ſaid 
© he, „ and far removed from all co- 
& [our of deceit; that which is inferior 
« ig like that which is ſuperior, b 

& which are acquired and perfected al 
& the miracles of a certain work. The 
&« father is the fun, the mother the 
& moon, the wind is the womb, the 


* earth is the nurſe of it, and mother 


< of all perfection. All this muſt be 
tc received with modeſty and wiſdom.” 

The chymical af po carry in alt their 
jargon a whimſical fort of piety which 
1s ordinary with great lovers of money, 
and 1s no more but deceiving them- 
ſelves, that their regularity and ſtiffneſs 
of manners for the ends of this world, 
has ſome affinity to the innocence of 
heart which muſt recommend them to 
the next. Renatus wondered to hear 


GG a a „ A 


his father talk fo like an adept, and 


with ſuch a mixture of piety, while 
Alexandrinus obſerving his attention 
fixed, proceeded— This phial, child, 


and this little earthern pot, will add to 


© thy eſtate ſo n. ch, as to make thee 
the richeſt mani erman empire. 
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© I am going to my long home, hys 
© ſhall not return to common dug. 
Then he reſumed a countenance of ala. 
crity, and told him, that if within an 
hour after his death he anointed his 
whole body, and poured down his throat 


that liquor which he had from old Ba. 


ſilius, the corpſe would be converted into 
pure gold. I will not pretend to ex. 
preſs to you the unfeigned tenderneſz 
that paſſed berwert thee two extraordi. 
nary perſons; but if the father recom. 
mended the care of his remains with ve. 
hemence and affection, the ſon was not 


 behind-hand'in profeſſing that he would 


not cut the leaſt bit off him, but upon 
the utmoſt extremity, or to provide for 
his younger brothers and ſiſters, 
Well, Alexandrinus died, and the heir 
of his body (as our term is) could not for. 
bear, in the wantonneſs of his heart, to 
meaſure the length and breadth of his be- 
loved father, and caſt up the enſuing valle 
of him before he proceeded to operation. 
When he knew the immenſe rewards of 
his pains, he began the work : but lo! 
when he had anointed the corpſe all over, 


and began to apply the liquor, the body 


ſtirred, and Renatus, in a fright, broke 
| T 
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T is a certain ſign of an ill heart to 
be inclined to defamation. They 
who are harmleſs and innocent can have 
no gratification that way; but it ever 
ariſes from a neglect of what is lauda- 
ble in a man's ſelf, and an impatience 


of ſeeing it in another. Elſe why 


ſhould virtue provoke? Why ſhould 
beauty diſpleaſe in ſuch a degree, that 


a man given to ſcandal never lets the 
mention of either paſs by him without 


offering ſemething to the diminution of 
it? A lady the othær day at a viſit being 


attacked ſomewhat rudely by one, whoſe 


own character has been very roughly 


treated, anſwered a great deal of heat 


and intemperance very calmly—* Good 


 * Madam, ſpare me, who am none of 


your match; I ſpeak ill of nobody, 


Irix R ABES, TANTUM TE A VERBORUN IIBII- 
TATE SEJUNGAS. 


Totti. 


FUL OF OBR WORDS, AS OUR ACTIONS; AND AS FA! 
M SPEAKING, AS FROM DOING ILL» pe 


and it is a new thing to me to be 
© ſpoken ill of.“ Little minds think 
fame conſiſts in the number of votes 
they have on their fide among the mul- 
titude, whereas it is really the inſepart- 
ble follower of good and worthy ac- 
tions. Fame is as natural a follower 
of merit, as a ſhadow is of a body. It 
is true, when crowds preſs upon you, 
this ſhadow cannot be ſeen, but when 
they ſeparate from around you, it will 
again appear. The lazy, the idle, and 
the froward, are the perſons who at 
moſt pleaſed with the little tales which 
pals about the town to the diſadvantage 
of the reſt of the world. Were it not 
for the pleaſure of ſpeaking ill, there are 
numbers of people. who are too lazy 10 
go out of their own houſes, and ey 

| natnis 


aatured to open their lips in converſa- 
tion. It was not a little diverting the 
other day to obſerve a lady reading a 
poſt letter, and at theſe words—* After 
© all her airs, he has heard ſome ſtory 
« or other, and the match is broke off, 
ve orders in the midft of her reading 
2 Put to the horſes.” That a young 
woman of merit had miſſed an advan- 
tageous ſettlement, was news not to 
be delayed, leſt ſomebody elſe ſhould 
bare given her malicious acquaintance 
that ſatisfaction before her. The un- 


E quality as inſeparable from a ſcandal- 
bearer, as the readineſs to divulge bad. 
But, alas! how wretchedly low and con- 
Etemptible is that ſtate of mind, that can- 
not be pleaſed but by what is the ſub- 
ed of lamentation! This temper has 
erer been in the higheſt degree odious 
Wt callant ſpirits. The Perſian ſoldier, 
E who was heard reviling Alexander the 
Great, was well admoniſhed by his of- 
E ficer-—-* Sir, you are paid to fight againſt 
Alexander, and not to rail at him.” 

Cicero in one of his pleadings, de- 
Winding his client from general ſcandal, 
Ei; very handſomely, and with much 
n“ There are many who have 
particular engagements to the proſe- 
cutor: there are many who are known 


appear; there are many who are na- 
= turally addicted to defamation, and 
envious to any good to any man, who 
may have contributed to ſpread re- 
. ſwift as ſcandal, nothing is more eaſi - 
. . ly ſent abroad, nothing received with 
more welcome, nothing diffuſes itſelf 
bo univerſally. I ſhall not deſire, that 


X WE | any report to our diſadvantage has 
Eu ground for it, you would overlook. 
es cer extenuate it: but if there be any 
l thing advanced, without a perſon who 
can fay whence he had it, or which 
c- WF 5 atteſted by one who forgot who told 
ct bim it, or who had it from one of ſo 
It WE liftle confideration that he did not 
, dhen think it worth his notice; all ſuch 
en Teſttimonies as theſe, I know, you will 
vill 3 think too ſlight to have any credit 
nl WIN 2gzinſt the innocence and honour of 
ue Jour fellow-citizens.” When an ill 
5 bort is traced, it very often vaniſhes 
a 


gong ſuch as the orator has here re- 

ed. And how deſpicable a creature 
at lt that be, who is in pain for what 
Weis among ſo frivolous a people ? 
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There is a town in Warwickſhire of 


W willingneſs to receive es tidings is a 


to have ill-will to him for whom I 


ports of this kind: for nothing is ſo 
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good note, and formerly pretty famous 


or ſuch animoſity and diſſenſion, the 
chief families of which have now turned 


all their whiſpers, backbitings, envies, 
and private malices, into mirth and en- 
tertainment, by means of a peeviſh old 
gentlewoman, known by the title of the 
Lady Bluemantle. This heroine had 


for many years together outdone- the 


whole ſiſterhood of goſſips, in invention, 


quick utterance, and unprovoked ma- 
lice. This good body is of a laſting 
conſtitution, though extremely decayed 


in her eyes, and decrepid in her feet. 


The two circumſtances of being always 


at home from her lameneſs, and ve 

attentive from her blindneſs, make her 
lodgings the receptacle of all that paſſes 
in town, good or bad; but for the lat- 


ter ſhe ſeems to have the better memory. 


There is another thing to be noted of 
her, which is, that as it is uſual with 
old people, ſhe has a livelier memory of 
things which paſſed when ſhe was ver 

young, than of late years. Add to al 
this, that ſhe does not only not love any 
body, but ſhe hates every body. The 
ftatue in Rome does not ſerve to vent 


malice halt ſo well, as this old lady 
does to diſappoint it. 


She does not 
know the author of any thing that is 
told her, but can readily repeat the mat- 


ter itſelf; therefore, though ſhe expolcs 
all the whole town, ſhe offends no one 
She is ſo exquiſitely reſt- 


body in it. 
leſs and peeviſh, that the quarrels with 


all about her, and ſometimes in a freak _ 
will inſtantly change her habitation. 


To indulge this humour, ſhe is led about 
the grounds belonging to the ſame houſe 


ſhe is in, and the perſons to whom ſhe 
1s to remove, being in the. plot, are 


ready to receive her at her own cham- 
ber again. At ſtated times, the gentle- 


woman at whoſe houſe ſhe ſuppoſes ſhe is 


at the time, is ſent for to quarrel with, 
according to her common cuſtom: when 


they have a mind to drive the jeſt, ſhe is 
immediately urged to that degree, that 
ſhe will board in a family with which 


ſhe has never yet been; and away ſhe 


will go this inſtant, and tell them all 
that the reſt have been ſaying of them. 
By this means ſhe has been an inha- 


bitant of every houſe in the place with- 


out ſtirring from the ſame habitation :; 


and the many ſtories which every body 


furniſhes her with to favour that de- 
ceit, make her the general intelligencer 


f. 
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of the town of all that can be ſaid of 
one woman againſt another. Thus 
groundleſs ſtories die away, and ſome- 
times truths are ſmothered under the 
general word, when they have a mind 
to diſcountenance a thing—* Oh! that 
© is in my Lady Bluemantle's memoirs.” 

Whoever receives impreſſions to the 
_ diſadvantage of others without exa- 
mination, is to be had in no other cre- 


dit for intelligence than this good Lady 
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THE DEVIL TAKE THE HINDPMOST! 


FT ts an impertinent and unreaſonable 

1 fault in converſation, for one man 
to take up all the diſcourſe. It may 
poſſibly be objected to me myſelf, that 
Jam guilty in this kind, in entertaining 

the town every day, and not giving ſo 
many able perſons who have it more 1n 

their power, and as much in their in- 
clination, an opportunity to oblige man- 
kind with their thoughts. © Beſides,” 
| aid one whom I overheard the other 
day, © why muſt this paper turn alto- 

« gether upon topics of learning and 

* morality? Why ſhould it pretend only 
to wit, humour, or the like? Things 
which are uſeful only to amuſe men 
of literature and ſuperior education. 
I would have it conſiſt alſo of all 
things which may be neceſſary or uſe- 
ful to any part of ſociety, and the 
mechanic arts ſhould have their place 
as well as the liberal. The ways of 
gain, huſbandry, and thrift, will ſerve 
a greater number of people, than diſ- 
_ courſes upon what was well ſaid or 
done by ſuch a philoſopher, hero, ge- 
neral, or poet.“ I no ſooner heard 
this critic talk of my works, but I mi- 
muted what he had ſaid; and from that 
inſtant reſolved to enla ge the plan of 
my ſpeculations, by giving notice to all 
perſons of all orders, and each ſex, that 

if they are pleaſed to ſend me diſcourſes, 
with their names and places of abode 
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to them, fo that I can be ſatisfied the 


writinge are authentic, ſuch their la- 
bours ſhall be faithfully inſerted in this 
paper. It will be of much more con- 
1equence to a youth in his apprentice- 
ſhip, to know by what rules and arts 
fuch a one became ſheriff of the city of 
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to their neighbours; and I think, for 
the ſervice of my fair readers, to ge. 


way of life a man is in, is wholly over. 


Bluemantle, who is ſubjected to haye 
her ears impoſed upon for want of other 
helps to better information. Add t, 
this, that other ſcandal-bearers ſufpend 
the uſe of theſe faculties which ſhe has 
loſt, rather than apply them to do juſtice 


quaint them, that there is a voluntary 
Lady Bluemantle at every viſit in town, 


[ 


Hor. ARS PoErT, v. 417, 
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London, than to ſce the ſign of one of 
his own quality with a lion's heart in 
each hand. The world indeed is en- 
chanted with romantic and improbable 
atchievements, when the plain path to 
reſpective greatneis and ſucceſs in the 


looked. Is it poſſible that a young 
man at preſent could paſs his time het. 
ter, than in reading the hiſtory of ſtocks, 
and knowing by what ſecret ſprings 
they have had ſuch ſudden aſcents and 
falls in the ſame day? Could he be bet- 
ter conducted in his way to wealth, 
which is the great article of life, than 
in a treatiſe dated from Change Alley 
by an able proficient there? Nothing 
certainly could be more uſeful, than to 
be well inſtructed in his hopes and fears; 
to be diffident when others exult, and 
with a ſecret joy buy when others think 
it their intereſt to ſell. I invite all per- 
ſons who have any thing to ſay for the 
profitable information of the public, to 
take their turns in my paper: they are 

welcome, from the late noble inventor 

of the longitude, to the humble author 

of ſtrops tor razors. If to carry ſhips 

in ſafety, to give help to people toſt in 

a troubled fea, without knowing to whit 

ſhore they bear, what rocks to avoid, ol 
what coaſt to pray for in their extremity, 

be a worthy labour, and an invention 

that deſerves a ſtatue; at the ſame time, 

he who has found a means to let tle 

inſtrument which is to make your viſige 

leſs horrible, and your perſon mor 

ſmug, eaſy in the operation, 15 worthy 
of ſome kind of good reception: it things 

of high moment meet with renow" 
thoſe of little conſideration, ſince of any 

e 1 conſideration, 
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conſideration, are not to be deſpiſed. 
In order that no merit may lie hid, and 
no art unimproved, I repeat it, that I 
call artificers, as well as philofophers, 
to my aſſiſtance in the public ſervice. 
It would be of great uſe if we had an 
exact hiſtory of the ſucceſſes of every 
great ſhop within the city-walls, what 
tracts of land have been purchaled by a 
conſtant attendance within a walk of 
thirty foot. If it could alſo be noted 
in the equipage of thoſe who are aſcend- 
ed from the ſucceſsful trade of their 
anceſtors, into figure and equipage, ſuch 
accounts would quicken induſtry in the 
purſuit of ſuch acquiſitions, and diſ- 
countenance luxury in the enjoyment 
of them. | | 

To diverſify theſe kinds of informa- 
tions, the induſtry of tne female world 
is not to be unobſerved : ſhe to whoſe 
houſhold-virtues it 1s owing, that men 
do honour to her huſband, ſhould be 
recorded with veneration; ſhe who has 
waſted his labours, with infamy. When 
we are come into domeſtic lite in this 
manner, to awaken caution and attend - 
ance to the main point, it would not be 
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tragedy, and deſcribe that moſt dreadful 
of all human conditions, the caſe of 
bankrupt oy; how plenty, credit, chear- 
fulneſs, full hopes, and ealy poſſeſſions, 


miſery ; how the man, who with an open 
the extremities of others, is ſhunned to- 
day by the friend of his botom. It 


would be uſeful to ſhew how jut this is 
on the negligent, how lameatable on 
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g able ſet of company which were gone 
down into the country, I have received 
| advices from thence, that the inſtitution 
ef an infirmary for thoſe who ſhould be 
aut of humour has had very good et- 
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amiſs to give now and then a touch of 


are in an inſtant turned into penury, 
faint aſpects, diſfidence, forrow, and 


hand the day before could adminiſter to 


POPULUMQUE FALSIS DEDOCET UTI 0 


FROM CHEATS OF WORDS THE CROWD SHE BRINGS 
TO REAL ESTIMATE OF THINGSe | | 
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the induſtrious. A paper written by a 
merchant, might give this iſland a true 


ſenſe of the worth and importance of 
his character: it might be viſible from 


what he could ſay, that no ſoldier en- 
tering a breach adventures more for ho- 
nour, than the trader does for wealth to 
his country. In both caſes the adven- 
turers have their own advantage, but I 


know no caſes wherein every body elſe 


is a ſharer in the ſucceſs. 

It is objected by readers of hiſtory, 
that the battles in thoſe narrations are 
ſcarce ever to be underſtood. This miſ- 
tortune is to be aſcribed to the ignorance 
of hiſtorians in the methods of draw- 
ing up, changing the forms of a bat- 
ralia, and the enemy retreating from, as 


well as approaching to, the charge. But 


in the diſcourſes from the correſpon- 


dents, whom I now invite, the danger 
will be of another kind; and it is ne- 


ceſſary to caution them only againſt 


uſing terms of art, and deſcribing things 


that are familiar to them in words un- 
known to the reader. I promiſe my- 


ſelf a great harveſt of new circumſtances, 


perſons, and things, from this propoſal; 
and a worid, which many think they 


are well acquainted with, diſcovered as 
wholly new. This fort of intelligence 
will give a lively image of the chain and 
mutual dependance of human ſociety, 


take off impertinent prejudices, enlarge 
the minds of thoſe, whoſe views are 


confined to their own circumſtances; and 


in ſhort, if the knowing in ſeveral arts, 


profeſſions, and trades, will exert them 
1elves, it cannot but produce a new field 


of diverſion, and inſtruction more agree- 
able than has yet appeared. 2 


No CCCCxxIX. SATURDAY, JULY 12. 
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|  fetts. My letters mention particular 
INCE I gave an account of an agree- 


circumſtances of two or three perſons, 
who had the good ſenſe to retire of their 
own accord, and notified that they were 
withdrawn, with the reaſons of 1t to the 
company, in their reſpective memo- 
rials. 
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THE MEMORIAL OF MRS. MARY 
DAINTY, SPINSTER, 


HUMBLY SHEWE ITM, 


THAT conſcious of her own want 
L of merit, accompanied with a vanity 
of being admired, ſhe had gone into 
exile of her own accord. | 
She is ſenſible, that a vain perſon is 
the moſt inſufferable creature living in 
a well-bred aſſembly. | 
That ſhe deſired, before ſhe appeared 
in public again, ſhe might have aſſur- 
ances, that thou gh ſhe might be thought 
handſome, there might not mote addreſs 
of. compliment be paid to her, than to 
the reſt of the company. 


That ſhe conceived it a kind of 3 


periority, that one perſon ſhould take 
upon him to commend another. 


Laſtly, That ſhe went into the in- 


firmary, to avoid a particular perſon who 
took upon him to profeſs an admiration 
h | 


She therefore prayed, that to applaud -þ 


out of due place might be declared an 
offence, and puniſhed in the fame man- 
ner with detraction, in that the latter did 
but report perſons defective, and the 
former made them ſo. Nw 
All which is ſubmitted, &c. 


There appeared a delicacy and fincerity 


in this memorial very uncommon ; but 
my friend informs me, that the allega- 


tions of it were groundleſs, inſomuch 
that this declaration of an averſion to 


being praiſed, was underſtood to be no 
other than a ſecret trap to purchaſe it, 
for which reaſon it lies ſtill on the table 


unanſwered. 5 


THE HUMBLE MEMORIAL OP THE 


LADY LYDIA LOLLEKR, 
SHEWE TH, | 


THAT the Lady Lydia is 4 woman 


tleman, 5 | | 
That ſhe finds herſelf neither well 
e f dn rs | 
That her huſband is a clown. _ 
That Lady Lydia cannot tee com- 
pany. | | 
That ſhe deſires the infirmary may be 
her apartinent during her ſtay in the 
Country. Ns DE 
That they would pjeafe to make merry 
with their equa)s. | 


THE SPECTATOR, 


of qualit 7 5 married to a private gen- 


That Mr. Loller might ſtay with 
them if he thought fit. 


It was immediately reſolved, that Lzdy 
Lydia was ſtill at London. 


THE HUMPIE MEMORIAL OF To. 


MAS SUDHEN, ESQ. OF THE INNEI 
TEMPLE, | 


SHEWE TH, 


T HAT Mr. Sudden is conſcious that 


he is too much given to argumenta. 
tion. 1 
That he talks loud. 
Phat he is apt to think all things 
matter of debate. 5 
That he ftayed behind in Weſtminſter 
Hall, when the late ſhake of the roof 


happened, only becauſe a counſel of the 


other {ide aſſerted it was coming down, 
That he cannot for his lite conſent to 
any thing. | 
That he ſtays in the infirmary to for- 
et himſelf. | 
That as ſoon as he has forgot himſclf, 
he will wait on the company. 


His indiſpoſition was allowed to be 


_ ſufficient to require a ceſſation from com. 
pany. | | 
THE MEMORIAL OF FRANK JOLLY, 
SHEWETH, _ 
FHAT he hath put himſelf into the 
infirmary, in regard he 1s ſenſible 
of a certain ruſtic mirth which renders 
him unfit for polite converſation. 
That he intends to prepare himſelf by 
abſtinence and thin diet to be one of the 
company. | 1 8 
That at preſent he comes into a room, 
as if he were an expreſs from abroad. 
That he has choſen an apartment 
with a matted anti-chamber, to practie 
motion without being heard. 
That he bows, talks, drinks, eats, 
and helps him{c!f, before a glats, to lea 
to act with moderation. 1 
That by reaſon of his luxuriant heat. 
he is opprettive to pertons of corapoicd 
behaviour. | 
That he is endeavouring to forget the 
word © Pihaw, pſhaw.“ 555 
That he is alio weaning himſelf from 
„his cane. : 1 
That when he has learnt to live with 
out his ſaid cane, he will wait on the 
company, &c- | f 


TH 
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THR MEMORIAL OF JoHN RHVU- 
BARB, ESQ. 


S$HEWE TH; 


HAT your petitioner has retired to 

the infirmary, but that he is in per- 
fect good health, except that he has by 
long uſe, and for want of diſcourſe, con- 
tucted an habit of complaint that he is 
ſick. 

That he wants for nothing under the 
ſun, but what to ſay, and therefore has 
fallen into this unhappy malady of com- 
plaining that he is ſick. 

That this cuſtom of his makes him, 


by his own confeſſion, fit only for the 


infirmary, and therefore he has not 
waited for being ſentenced to it. 

That he is conſcious there is no- 
thing more improper than ſuch a com- 
plaint in good company, in that they 


mult pity, whether they think the la- 
menter ill or not; and that the com- 


plainant muſt make a filly figure, whe- 
ther he 1s pitied or not. 
Your petitioner humbly prays, that 


he may have time to know how he does, 


and he will make his appearance. 


The Valetudinarian was likewite eaſi- 
ly excuſed: and this fociety being re- 
{olved not only to make it their buſineſs 
to paſs their time agreeably for the pre- 
lent ſeaſon, but alto to commence tuch 


habits in themſelves as may be of uſe in 


their future conduct in general, are very 


ready to give into a fancied or real in- 
capacity to join with their meaſures, in 


order to have no lumnouriſt, proud man, 
impertinent, or ſufficient fellow, break 
in upon their happineſs. Great. evils 
dom happen to diſturb company; but 
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indulgence in particularities of humour, 
is the ſeed of making half our time hang 


in ſuſpence, or waſte away under real 


diſcompoſures. | | 
Among other things it 1s carefully 
provided, that there may not be diſa- 
greeable familiarities. No one is to ap- 
pear in the public rooms undreſſed, or 
enter abruptly into each other's apart- 
ment, without intimation. Every one 


has hitherto been ſo careful in his beha- 


viour, that there has but one offender in 


ten days time been ſent into the infir- 


mary, and that was for throwing away 


bis cards at whiſt. 1 | 
He has offered his ſubmiſſion in the 
following terms. „ | 


THE HUMBLE PETITION OF JEOF- 


FRY HOTSPUR, ESQ. 
_ SHEWE TH, 


PHOUGH the petitioner ſwore, 


- ſtamped, and threw down his cards, 


he has all imaginable reſpect for the la- 

dies, and the whole company. 
That he humbly deſires it may be con- 

ſidered, in the cafe of gaming, there are 


many motives which provoke to difor- 


der. 


That the deſire of gain, and the deſire 
of victory, are both thwarted in loſing. 


That all converſations in the world 
have indulged human infirmity in this 
A | | 

Your pctitioner therefore moſt hum. 


bly prays, that he may be reſtored to : 
the company, and he hopes to bear ill! 


fortune with a good grace for the tuture, 


and to demean himſelf fo as to be no 


more chearful when he wins, than grave 
when he loſcs. e T 


Ne CCC Cx xX. MONDAY, JULY 14. 


CUARE PEPEGRINUN VICINIA RAUCA RECLAMATe 


SO ELEK A 

3! 85 | 
S you are 2 Spectator-general, you 
may with authority cenſure what- 
ſoever looks ill, and is offenſive to the 
ſight; the worſt nuiſance of which kind, 
methinks, is the ſcandalous appearance 
or poor in all parts of this wealthy city. 
Such miſerable objects affects the com- 
Paliionate beholder with diſmal ideas, 


—— PHF CROWD REPLIES, 
STRANGER TO BELIEVE THY LIESs 


Hor. Er. XVII. Le I. v. 62. 


C REER. 


diſcompoſe the PIE I I of his mind, 
and deprive him of the pleaſure that he 


might otherwiſe take in ſurveying the 
grandeur of our metropolis. Who can 
without remorſe ſee a diſabled ſailor, the 


purveyor of our luxury, deftitute of ne- 
ceſſaries? Who can behold an honeſt fol- 


dier, that bravely withſtood the enemy, 
proftrate and in want among his friends? 


5 Q lt 
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It were endleſs to mention all the variety 
of wretchedneſs, and the numberlels 


poor that not only ſingly, but in com- 


panies, implore your charity. Specta- 


cles of this nature every where occur; 


and it is unaccountable, that amongſt 
the many lamentable cries that infeſt 


this town, your Comptroller-general 


ſhould not take notice of the moſt ſhock- 
ing, viz. thoſe of the needy and afflict- 
ed, I cannot but think he waved it 
merely out of good-breeding, chuſing 
rather to ſtifle his reſentment, than up- 


. braid his countrymen with inhumanity ; 
however, let not charity be ſacrificed to 


popularity, and if his ears were deaf to 
their complaint, let not your eyes over- 
look their perſons. There are, I know, 
many impoſtures among them. Lame- 
neſs and blindneſs are certainly very 
often acted; but can thoſe that have their 
ſight and limbs, employ them better than 
in knowing whether they are counter- 
feited or not? I know not which of the 
two miſapplies his ſenſes moſt, he who 
pretends himſelf blind to move compaſ- 
ſion, or he who beholds a miſerable ob- 
ject without pitying it. But in order 


to remove ſuch impediments, I with, 


Mr. Spectator, you would give vs a dil- 
courſe upon beggars, that we may not 
paſs by true objects of charity, or give 
to impoſtors. I looked out of my win- 


dow the other morning earlier than or- 


dinary, and faw a blind beggar, an hour 
before the paſſage he ſtands in is fre- 
quented, with a needle and thread, 


thriftily mending his ſtockings : my aſto- 


DO 
niſhment was ſtill greater, when I be- 


held a lame fellow, whoſe legs were too 
big to walk within an hour after, bring 
him a pot of ale. I will not mention 
the ſhakings, diſtortions, and conyul- 
ſions, which many of them practiſe to 


gain an alms : but ſure I am, they ought 
to be taken care of in this condition, 
either by the beadic or the magiſtrate. 


They, it ſeems, relieve their poſts, ac- 
cording to their talents. There is the 
voice of an old woman never begins to 
beg till nine in the evening, and then 
ſhe is deſtitute of lodging, turned out 


for want of rent, and has the tame ill- 


fortune every night in the year. You 
ſhould employ an officer to hear the 


diſtrets of each beggar that 1s conſtant. 


9 
at a particular place, who 1s ever in the 
ſame tone, and {uccceds becauſe his au- 
dience is continually changing, though 
be does not alter his lamentation. If 


we have nothing elſe for our money, let 


us have more invention to be cheated 
with. All which is ſubmitted to your 
ſpectatorial vigilance: and I am, Sir, 
your moſt humble ſervant. 


_ BIR, 


I Was laſt Sunday highly tranſported 


at our pariſh-cnurch ; the gentleman 
in the pulpit pleaded movingly in behalf 
of the poor children, and they for them. 


ſelves much more torcibly by ſinging an 
hymn: and I had the happineſs to be acon- 


trihutor to this little religious inſtitution 
of innocents, and am ſure I never diſpoſed 
of money more to my ſatisfaction and ad- 
vantage. The inward joy I find in my. 
ſelf, and the good-will I bear to man. 
kind, make me heartily wiſh thoſe pious 
works may be encouraged, that the pre. 
ſent promoters may reap the delight, 
and poſterity the benefit of them. But 
whilft we are building this beautiful edi- 
fice, let not the old ruins remain in view 
to fully the proſpect: whilt we are cul. 
tivating and improving this young hope. 


ſul offspring, let not the ancient and 


helpleſs creatures be ſhametully neglc&- 
ed. The crowds of poor, or pretended 
poor, in every place, are a great re- 
proach to us, and ecliple the glory of 


all other charity. It is the utmoſt re- 


proach to ſociety, that there ſhould be 2 


poor man wunrelieved or a, poor rogne un- 
punithed. J hope you will think no part 


of human life out of your conſideration, 
but will, at your leiſure, give us the 
hiſtory of plenty and want, and the na- 
tural gradations towards them, calcu- 
lated for the cities of London and Wet 
minſter. Jam, Sir, your moſt hwnoie 
{rvant;:: : 


T. D. 
2 


MR. SPECTATOR, 8 

Beg YOu would be pleaſed to take no- 

tice of a very great indecency, whic 
is extremely common, though, I think, 


never yet under your cenſure. It is, Si, 


the ſtrapge freedoms ſome ill-bred mar- 
ricd people take in company: the un- 
ſenſonable fondneis of ſome huſbands, 
and the ill-timed tendernels of ſome 
wives. They talk and act as if modeſty 
was only fit for maids and batchelors, 
and that too before both. I was once, 
Mr. Spectator, where the fault I {peak 
of was {a very flagrant, that (omg 
you milt know, a very baſhful fellow, 
and ſeveral young ladies in the room) | 

e | | protelt 
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proteſt I was quite out of countenance, 
Lucina, it ſeems, was breeding, and ſhe 
did nothing but entertain the company 
with a diſcourſe upon the difficulty of 
reckoning to a day, and {aid ſhe knew 
thoſe who were certain to an hour; then 
fell a laughing at a filly unexperienced 
creature, who was a month above her 
time. Upon her huſband's coming in, 
ſhe put ſeveral queſtions to him; which 
he not caring to reſolve—* Well,” cries 


— 


359 
Lucina, © I ſhall have them all at night.“ 
— But leſt I ſhould ſeem guilty of the 
very fault J write againſt, I ſhall only 
intreat Mr. Spectator to correct ſuch 
miſdemeanors— | 


For higher of the genial bed by far, 
And with myſterious reverence, I deem. 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
| T. MEANWELL. 


No CCCOXXXI. TUESDAY, JULY 15. 


QUID DULCIVS HOMINUM GENERI A NATURA DATUM EST QUAM SUI CUIQUE 


LIBERI? 


TVI I. 


WHAT IS THERE IN NATURE SO DEAR TO A MAN AS HIS OWN CHILDREN ? 


Have lately been caſting in my 
] thoughts the ſeveral unhappineſles 
of life, and comparing the infelicities of 
old age to thoſe of intancy. The cala- 
mities of children are due to the neglt- 
gence and miſconduct of parents, thoſe 
of age to the paſt life which led to it. I 
have here the hiſtory of a boy and girl 


to their wedding-day, and I think I 


cannot give the reader a livelier image of 


the inſipid way which time unculti-ated 
paſſes, than by entertaining him with 
their authentic epiſtles, expreſſing all 
that was remarkable in their lives, un- 
til the period of their life above men- 
tioned. The ſentence at the head of 
this paper, which is only a warm inter— 


rogation “ What is there in nature ſo 


dear as a man's own children to him?“ 
is all the reflection I ſhall at preſent 


make on thoſe who are negligent or cruel 


in the education of them. 


MR. SPECTATOR) | 
Am now entering into my one-and- 


ſity, where J lived, out of my father's 
great diſcretion, in ſcandalous poverty 
and want, until I was big enough to be 
married, and I was lent for to ſee the 
lady who ſends you the underwritten. 
When we were put together, we both 
conlidered that we could not be worſe 
than we were in taking one another, and 
out. of a deſire of liberty entered into 
wedlock. My father ſays I am now aa 


man, and may ſpeak to him like ano- 
ther gentleman. 
humble ſervant, 


IJ am, Sir, your moſt 
RICHARD RENTFREE. 


MRe SPEC, | 
| Grew tall and wild at my mother's, 
who 1s a gay widow, and did not 
care for ſhewing me, until about wo 
years and a half ago; at which time mv _ 
guardian uncle ſent me to a boarding- 
ſchool, with orders to contradict me in 
nothing, for I had been miſuſed enouge 
alrcady. I had not been there above a 
month, when being in the kitchen, I 


twentieth year, and do not know that ſaw ſome oatmeal on the dreſſer; I put 
ci J had one day's thorough ſatisfation two or three corns in my mouth, liked | 
5 tince I came to years of any reflection, it, ſtole a handful, went into my cham- _ = 
15 until the time they ſay others loſe their ber, chewetl it, and for two months after — 
iſ' liberty, the day of my marriage. Iam never failed taking toll of every penny - nl 
ny BY lon to a gentleman of a very great eſtate, worth of oatmeal that came into the = 
WW = lo reſolved to keep me out of the vices houſe: but one day playing with a to- l 
the age; and in order to it never let bacco-pipe between my teeth, it hap- 
Ar me lee any thing that he thought could pened to break in my month, and the 
eue me the leaſt pleaſure. Ar ten years {pitting out the pieces left ſuch a deli- 
gn . old I was put to. a orammar-ſchool, cious reughnels on my tongue, that J 
co WE: vue my maſter received orders every. could not be ſatisfied until I had champ- 
- bot to uſe me very ſeverely, and have ed up the remaining part of the pipe. I 


no regard to my having a great eſtate. 


$ forſook the oatmeal, and ſtr! to the 
At fifteen I was removed to the univer- 


pipes three months, in Walch time I 
had 


* 


- 
9 * 
wo 
. 


* * n 

r r 

7 4 22 8 O's 3 3 
* * 8 A 


24 


N 


THE SPECTATOR, 


| had diſpenſed with thirty -ſeven foul “ freſh-coloured girl; but this looks x; 
7 pipes, all to the boles; they belonged “ if ſhe was half-ſtarved, a mere ſkele. 
1 to an old gentleman, father to my go- ton.“ My governeſs, who is really a 
4 verneſs.— He locked up the clean ones. good woman, aſſured my father I had 

I left off eating of pipes, and fell to wanted for nothing; and withal told him 
licking of chalk. I was ſoon tired of I was continually eating ſome traſh or 

; this; I then nibbled all the red wax of other, and that I was almoſt eaten u 
our laſt ball-tickets, and three weeks with the green-ſicknels, her orders bein 
after, the black wax from the burying never to croſs me. But this ſignified 
tickets of the old gentleman. "Iwo but little with my father, who preſent. 
months after this I lived upon thunder- ly, in a kind of pet, paying for my 
bolts, a certain long round bluiſh ſtone, board, took me home with him. I had 
which I found among the grave} in our not been long at home, but one Sund: 
garden. I was wonderfully delighted at church, I ſhall never forget it, I ſaw 
with this; but thunderbolts growing a young neighbouring gentleman that 
ſcarce, I faſtened tooth and nail upon pleaſed me hugely; I liked him of al] 
our garden-wall, which I ſtuck to al- men I ever ſaw in my life, and began 
moſt a twelvemonth, and had in that to wiſh I could be as pleafing to him, 
time peeled and devoured half a foot to- The very next day he came, with his 
wards our neighhour's yard. I now father, a viſiting to our houſe: we were 
thought myſelf the happieſt creature in left alone together, with directions on 
the world, and I believe in my con- both ſides to be in love with one ano. 
ſcience, I had eaten quite through, had ther, and in three weeks time we were 
J had it in my chamber; but now I be- married. I regained my former health 
came lazy and unwilling to tir, and was and complexion, and am now as happy 
obliged to teek food nearer home. I as the day is:long. Now, Mr. Spec, [ 
then took a ſtrange hankering to coals; defire you would find out ſome name for 
I fell to ſcranching them, and had al- theſe craving damſels, whether dignihal 
ready conſumed, I am certain, as much or diſtinguiſhed under ſome or all of the 
as would have dreſſed my wedding-din- following denominations, to wit, trath- 
ner, when my uncle came for me home. eate:'s, oatmeal-chewers, pipe-champers, 

He was in the parlour with my go- chalk-lickers,wax-nibblers,coal-ſcranch- 

verneſs when I was called down. I went ers, wall-peelers, or gravel-diggers: and, 
in, fell on my knees, for he made me call good Sir, do your utmoſt endeavour to 

him father; and when I expected the prevent, by expoſing this unaccountable 
bleſſing I aſked, the good gentleman, in folly, fo prevailing among the young 
2 ſurpriſe, turns himfelf to my govern- ones of our ſex, who may not meet with 

eſs, and aſks, whether this, pointing ſuch ſudden good luck as, Sir, you con- 

to me, was his daughter? — This, ad- ſtant reader, and very humble fervant, 

ded he, is the very picture of death. | SABINA GREEN, 

« My child was a plump-faced, hale, Now SABINA RENTFREE. 


No CCCCXXXIIT. WEDNES DAY, JULY 16. 
nr TR AN LORE 

os | VIE G. ECL. 1x. v. 365. 

#-E GABBLES LIKE A GOOST, AMIDET THE SWAN-LIKE QUIRE» 

e . | ; DRYDEN. 

OXFORD, JULY 14. MA N is a ſociable creature, a a 

| | 3 8 | rer of glory : it is, that 

„F | lover of glory; whence it is, 4 
3 | ; 3 when ſeveral perſons are united in 

CCORDING to a late invita- ſame ſociety, they are ſtudious to leſſen 

tion in one of your papers to every the reputation of others, in order to, 

man who pleaſes to write, I have ſent raiſe their own. The wiſe are content 

you the following ſhort dillertation a- 3 . 1d re- 

i NY AGE he ey pms ow £4; to guide the ſprings in ſilence, and 5 

Your molt humble tervant, to prate and triumph is the part con 
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to the trifling and ſuperficial: the geeſe 
were providentially ordaincd to fave the 
Capitol. Hence it is, that the inven- 
tion of marks and devices to dittinguiſh 
arties, is owing. to the beaux and 
belles of this iſland. Hats moulded into 
different cocks and pinches, have long 
bid mutual defiance; patches have been 
ſet againſt patches in battle- array; ſtocks 
have riſen and fallen in proportion to 
head-dreſſes; and peace or war been ex- 
pected, as the white or the red hood 
hath prevailed. Theſe are the ſtandard- 
bearers in our contending armies, the 
dwarfs and ſquires who carry the im- 
preſſes of the giants or knights, no: 
born to fight themſelves, but to prepare 
the way for the enſuing combat. | 

It is a matter of wonder to reflect how 
far men of weak underſtanding and 
ſtrong fancy are hurried by their preju- 
dices, even to the believing that the 
whole body of the adverſe party are a 
band of villains and demons. Foreign- 
ers complain that the Engliſh are the 
proudeſt nation under heaven. Perhaps 
they too have their ſhare; but be that 
as it will, general charges againit bodies 
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It muſt be owned, to our ſhame, that 


A 
N 


not travelled, have an irrational con- 
tempt for the language, dreſs, cuſtoms, 
and even the ſhape and minds of other 
nations. Some men, otherwiſe of ſenſe, 
have wondered that a great genius ſhuuld 
ſpring out of Ireland; and think you 
mad in affirming, that fine odes have 
been written in Lapland. 5 
This ſpirit of rivalihip, which here- 
tofore reigned in the two univerſities, is 
extinct, and almoſt over betwixt college 
and college: in pariſhes and ſchools the 
thirſt of glory ſtill obtains. At the ſca- 
lons of foot-ball and cock-fighting, 
theſe little republics reaſume their na- 
tional hatred to each other. My tenant 
in the country is verily perſuaded, that 
the pariſh of the enemy hath not one ho- 
nelt man in it. „ 
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and latires againſt men; I am apt to 
lulpect a ſtranger who laughs at the re- 


a dull rogue, who is ſevere upon mayors 
and aldermen; and was never better 
pleaſed than with a piece of juſtice exe- 
cuted upon the body of a templar, who 
was very arch upon parſons. 

he neceſſities of mankind require 


of men is the fault I am writing againſt. 


our common people, and moſt who have 


always hated fatires againſt women, 


gion of the faculty: my ſpleen riſes at 
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various employments; and whoever ex- 
cels in his province is worthy of praiſe. 
All men are not educated after the ſame 
manner, nor have all the fame talents. 
Thoſe who are deficient deferve our 
compaſiion, and have a title to our aſ- 
ſiſtance. All cannot be bred in the ſane 
place; but in all places there ariſe, at 
different times, {uch perſons as do ho- 


nour to their ſociety, which may raiſe 
envy in little ſouls, but are admired and 


cheriſhed by generous ſpirits. 


It is certainly a great happineſs to be 
educated in ſocieties of great and eminent 


men. Their inſtructions and examples 


are of extraordinary advantage. It is. 
highly proper to inſti] ſuch a reverence 


of the governing perſons, and concern 


for the honour of the place, as may ſpur 


the growing members to worthy pur- 


ſuits and honeſt emulations : but to {well 
young minds with vain thoughts of the 
dignity of their own brotherhood, by de- 
baſing and villifying all otkers, doth them 
a real injury. By this means I have 
found that their efforts have become 
languid, and their prattle irkſome, as 
thinking it ſufficient praiſe that they are 
children of ſo illuſtrious and ample a 
family. I ſhould think it a ſurer, as 


well as more generous method, to tet 
before the eyes of ſuch young perſons as 
have made a noble progrets in fraterni- 


ties leſs talked of; which ſeems tacitly 
to reproach their ſloth, who loll fo hea- 


vily in the ſeats of mighty improvement: 


active ſpirits hereby would enlarge their 
notions z whereas by a ſervile imitation 
of one, or perhaps two, admired men, 


in their own body, they can only gain 


a ſecondary and derivative kind of fans. 
Theſe copiers of men, like thoſe of au- 
thors or painters, run into affettations 


of ſome oddnels, which perhaps was not 


diſagreeable in the original, but fits un- 
gracetully on the narrow-louied tran- 
ſeriber. | „ 
By tuch early corrections of vanity, 
while boys are growing into men, they 


weil gradually learn not to canſure ſu- | 


perficially; but imbibe thoſe principles 
of general kindne!s aud humanity, waick 


alone can make them vafy to themſelves, 


and beloved by others. | | 
Reflections of this nature have ex- 

punged ail prejudice out of my heart, 

ifomuch tha: though I am a firm pro- 


teſtant, I hope to ſee the pope and car-- 
- dinals Without violent emotions; and 


though I ain naturally grave, IT expect 
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Sir, your obedient ſervant. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


I Find you are a general undertaker, 


= and have by your correſpondents or 
ſelf an inſight into moſt things; which 


makes me apply myielf to you at pre- 


ſent in the ſoreſt calamity that ever befel 
man. My wife has taken ſomething ill 
of me, and has not ſpoke one word, 
good or bad, to me, or any body in the 
tamily, ſince Friday was ſeven- night. 
What muſt a man do in that caſe? Your 
advice wonld be a great obligation to, 
Sir, your humble ſervant, | 


RALPH IL HIMBLETON. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 
WHEN you want a trifle to fill up a 
paper, by inſerting this you will lay 
an obligation on your humble ſervant, 
JuLy 15th, 1712. OLIVIA. 


| THE SPECTATOR. 
to meet good company at Paris. I am, 


DEAR OLIVIA, | 
II is but this moment I have had the 
happineſs of knowing to whom I am 
obliged for the preſent J received the ſe. 
cond of April. Iam heartily forry it 
did not come to hand the day before; 
for I cannot but think it very hard upon 
people to loſe their jeſt, that offer at one 
but once a year. I congratulate myſelf 


however upon the earneſt given me of 


ſomething further intended in my fa. 
vour; for J am told, that the man who 


is thought worthy by a lady to make x 


fool of, ſtands fair enough in her ops. 
nion to become one day her huſband, 
Until ſuch time as I have the honour of 
being ſworn, I take leave to ſublcribe 
mytelf, | | 
Dear Olivia, 
Your fool elect, 


N1CODEMUNC16, 


Ne CCCCXXXIM. THURSDAY, JULY 17. 


PERLEGE MXONIO CANTATAS CARMINE RANAS, 
ET FRONTEM NUGIS SOLVERE DISCE MEIS. 


MART. EP1G. cIXXxXIII. L. I4. 


TO BAN1SH ANXIOUS THOUGHT, AND QUIET PAIN, 
READ HOMER'S FROGS, OR MY MORE TRIFLING STRAINe« 


Hz moral world, as conſiſting of 
males and females, is of a mixed 
nature, and filled with ſeveral cuſtonis, 


faſhions, and ceremonies, which would 


ave no place in it, were there but one 


tex. Had our ſpecies no females in it, 
men would be quite different creatures 


from what they are at pre{cnt ; their en- 


_ deavours to pleaſe the oppoſite ſex po- 


liſnes and refines them out of thoſe 
manners which are moit natural to them, 


and often ſets them vnon modelling 


98 2 
themſelves, not according to the plans 


which they approve in their own opi- 
nions, but according to thoſe plans 
which they think are moſt agrecable to 
the female world. 
would not only be an unhappy, but a 


In a word, man 


rude unfiniſhed creature, were he con- 
verſant with none but thoſe of his own 
make. | | 


Women, on the other fide, are apt 


to form themſelves in every thing with 
regard to that other halt of reafonable 
creatures, with whom they are here 
blended and confuſed 5 their thoughts 


are ever turned upon appearing amiable 
to the other ſex ; they talk, and move, 
and ſmile, with a deſign upon us; every 
feature of their faces, every part of their 
dreſs, is filled with ſnares and allure- 


ments. There would be no ſuch ani. 
mals as prudes or coquettes in the world, 


were there not ſuch an animal as man. 
In ſhort, it is the male that gives charts 
to womankind, that produces an air in 
their faces, a grace in their motions, 4 
ſoftneſs in their voices, and a delicacy 
in their complexions. | 
As this mutual regard between the 
two ſexes tends to the improvement of 
each of them, we may obſerve that men 
are apt to degenerate into rough and 
brutal natures, who live as if there wle 
no ſuch things as women in the world; 
as on the contrary, women who have an 
indifference or averſion for their cou 
ter-parts in human nature, are gene, 
rally four and unamiable, fluttiſh and 
cenſorioubs eee 
I am led into this train of thoughts 
by a little manuſcript which 1s 110 
file 
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fallen into my hands, and which I ſhall 
communicate to the reader, as I have 
done ſome other curious pieces of the 
ſame nature, without troubling him 
with any enquiries about the author of 
it, It contains a ſummary account of 
two different ſtates which bordered upon 


wealth of Amazons, or women without 
men; the other was a republic of males 
that had not a woman in their whole 
community. As. theſe two ſtates bor- 
dered upon one another, it was their 
way, it ſeems, to meet upon their fron- 
tiers at a certain ſeaſon of the year, 
where thoſe among the men who had 
not made their choice in any former 
meeting, aſſociated themſelves with par- 
ticular women, whom they were after- 
wards obliged to look upon as their 
wiyes in every one of thele yearly ren- 
counters. The children that ſprung 
from this alliance, if males, were ſent 
to their reſpective fathers ; if females, 
continued with their mothers. By means 
of this anniverſary carnival, which laſt- 
ed about.a week, the commonwealths 
were recruited from time to time, and 
ſupplied with their reſpective ſubjects. 


ther in a perpetual league, offenſive and 
defenſive; ſo that if any foreign poten- 
tate offered to attack either of them, 
both the ſexes fell upon him at once, 
and quickly brought him to reaſon, It 
was remarkable, that for many ages 
this agreement continued inviolable be- 
tween the two ſtates, notwithſtanding, 
as was ſaid before, they were huſbands 
and wives: but this will not appear ſo 
wonderful, if we conſider that they did 
not live together above a week in a year. 
In the account which my author gives 
of the male republic, there were ſeveral 
= cuſtoms. very remarkable. The men 
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one another. The one was a common- 


Theſe two ſtates were engaged toge- 


863 


never ſhaved their beards, or pared their 
nails, above once in a twelvemonth, 
which was probably about the time of 
the great annual meeting upon their 


- frontiers. I find the name of a miniſter 


of ſtate in one part of their hiſtory, who 
was fined for appearing too frequently 
in clean linen; and of a certain great 
paged” who was turned out of his poſt 


* 


or effeminacy, it having been proved 


upon him by ſeveral credible witneſſes 


that he waſhed his face every morning. 
It any member of the commonwealth 


had a foft voice, a ſmooth face, or a 


ſupple behaviour, he was baniſhed into 
the commonwealth of females, where 
he was treated as a ſlave, dreſſed in pet- 
ticoats, and ſet a ſpinning. They had 
no titles of honour among them, but 
ſuch as denoted ſome bodily ſtrength or 
perfection, as ſuch an one 7he tall, ſuch 
an one the flocky, ſuch an one the gruff. 


Their public debates were generally ma- 


naged with kicks and cuffs, inſomuch 
that they often came from the council- 
table with, broken ſhins, black eyes, 


and bloody noſes. When they would 


reproach a man in the moſt bitter terms, 
they would tell him his teeth were white, 
or that he had a fair ſkin and a ſoft hand. 


The greateſt man I meet with in their 


hiſtory was one who could lift five hun- 
dred weight, and wore ſuch a prodigious 


pair of whiſkers as had never been ſeen 


in the commonwealth before his time. 


Theſe accompliſhments it ſeems had 


rendered him ſo popular, that if he had 
not died very ſeaſonably, it is thought 
he might have enſlaved the republic. 


Having made this ſhort extract out of 


the hiſtory of the male commonwealth, 
I ſhall look into the hiſtory of the neigh- 
bouring ſtate which conſiſted of females, 
and if I find any thing in it, will not 
fail to communicate it to the public, 


$R No 


3 


— — 
—L— ũ Uy—— T7 9997 2 rw He AR —— — — = 


% 4 — — * 
* ——— — — 2 ——— ——— — — >= — 20% — ms es. - — - — 
—— —— l — Ti —— — 2 wa 
_— * . + x 5s 


No CCCCXXXIV. FRIDAY, JULY 28. 


QUALES THREICIA, CUM FLUMINA THERMODOON TIS 
PULSANT, ET PICTIS BELLANTUR AMAZONES ARMIS:! 

SEU CIRCUM HIPPOLYTEM, SEU CUM SE MARTIA CURRU 
PEN THESILEA REFERT, MAGNOQUE ULULANTE TUMULTU 
POEMINEA EXULTANT LUNATIS AGMINA PELTIS. 


80 MARCH'D THE THRACIAN AMAZONS OP OL Dy 

WHEN THERMODON WITH BLOODY BILLOWS ROLL'Dj 

SUCH TROUPS AS THESE IN SHINING ARMS WERE SEENy 

WHEN THESEUS MET IN FIGHT THEIR MAIDEN QUEENe 

SUCH TO THE FIELD PENTHESILEA LED, 

FROM THE FIERCE VIRGIN WHEN THE GRECIANS FLED, 

WITH SUCH RETURN'D TRIUMPHANT FROM THE WAR, 

HER MAIDS WITH CRIES ATTEND THE LOF TY CAR: 

THEY CLASH WITH MANLY FORCE THEIR MOONY SHIELDS 
WITH FEMALE SHOUTS RESOUND THE PHRYGIAN FIELDS. 


Hun carefully peruſed the 


manuſcript J mentioned in my 
yeſterday's paper, ſo far as it relates to 


the republic of women, I find in it ſe- 


veral particulars which may very well 
deſerve the reader's attention. : 

The girls of quality, from fix to 
twelve years old, were put to public 


ſchools, where they learned to box and 


play at cudgels, with ſeveral other ac- 
compliſhments of the fame nature; to 


that nothing was more uſual than to ſee 


2 little miſs returning home at night 


with a broken pate, or two or three 
teeth knocked out of her head. They 


were afterwards taught to ride the great 
horſe, to ſhoot, dart, or fling, and liſt- 
ed into ſeveral companies, in order to 


perfeck themltives in military exerciſes. 


o woman was to be married until ſhe 


had killed her wan. The ladies of fa- 
ſhion uſed to play with young lions in- 


ſtead of lap-dogs ; and when they made. 


any parties of diverſion, inſtead of en- 


tertainivg themſcives at ombre and pi- 


_ quet, they would wrellle and pitch the 


bar for a whole afternoon together, 


| There was never any ſuch thing as 
a bluſh ſecn, or a ſigh heard, in che con- 
menwealth. The women never drefied 


but to look terrible, to which end they 
would ſonetimes after a battle paint 
their cheeks with the blood of their ene- 
mies. For this reaſon hkewile the face 


which had the moſt ſcars was looked 
upon as the moſt beautiful. If they 


found lace, jewels, ribbands, or any 
ornaments in ſilver or gold, among the 
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was made up of old women ; for by the 


child-bearing. They uſed to boaſt their 
apt to think, that they meaſured their 


time by lunar years. 


a neighbouring king, who had made war 


to bed, or (as others ſay) miſcarried the 


VizG, EN. xI. v. 660. 


Ds YDEN, 


booty which they had taken, they uſed 
to dreſs their horſes with it, but never 
entertamed a thought of wearing it 
themſelves. There were particular rights 
and privileges allowed to an; member 
of the commonwealth; who was a mo- 
ther of three daughters. The ſenate 


laws of the country none was to be a 
counſellor of ſtate that was not paſt 


republic had continued four thouſand 
years, which is altogether improbable, 
unleſs we may ſuppoſe, what I am very 


There was a great revolution brought 
about in this female republic, by means of 


upon them ſeveral years with various ſuc- 
cels, and at length overthrew them in 2 
very great battle. This defeat they aſcribe 
to ſeveral cauſes; ſome ſay that the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate having been troubledwith 
the vapours, had committed ſome fatal 
nittakes in teveral diſpatches about that 
time. Others pretend, that the firit mi- 
niſter being big with child, could not at- 
tend the public affairs, as ſo great an ex- 
igency of ſtate required; but this I can 
give no manner vf credit to, ſince it ſeems 
to contradict a fundamental maxim in 
their govermnent, which I have before 
mentioned. My author gives the molt 
probable reaſon of this great difaſter; for 
he affirms that the general was brought 


very night before the battle: however it 
- | ranges Way 
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was, this fignal overthrow obliged the n 
to call in the male republic to their aſ- 
ſiſtance; but notwithſtanding their com- 
mon efforts to repulſe the victorious ene- 
my, the war continued for many years 
before they could entirely bring it to a 
happy concluſion. 


The campaigns which both ſexes paſ- 


{ed together, made them ſo well acquaint- 
ed with one another, that at the end of 
the war they did not tare for parting. In 
the beginning of it they lodged in ſepa- 
rate camps, but afterwards, as they grew 


more familiar, they pitched their tents 


promiſcuoully. 5 | 
From this time, the armies being check- 


ered with both ſexes, they poliſhed apace. 


The men uſed to invite their fellow- ſol- 
diers into their quarters, and would dreſs 
their tents with flowers and boughs for 
their reception. If they chanced to like 


| one more than another, they would be 
cutting her name in the table, or chalk- 


ing out her figure upon the wall, or 
talking of her in a kind of rapturous 


| language, which by degrees improved 
into verſe and ſonnet. Theſe were as the 


firſt rudiments of architecture, painting 


| and poetry, among this ſavage people. 


After any advantage over the enemy, 


both ſexes uſed to jump together and 


make a clattering with their {words and 


W fhields, for joy, which in a few years pro- 
| duced ſeveral regular tunes and tet dances. 


As the two armies romped on thete oc- 


agaaſions, the women complaine: of the 
thick buſhy beards and long nails of their 
| confederates, who thereupon took care to 


prune themſelves into ſuch figures as 


inhabited. | | 
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were moſt pleaſing to their female friends 
and allies, | 

When they had taken any ſpoils from 
the enemy, the men would make a pre- 
ſent of every thing that was rich and 
ſhowy to the women whom they moſt ad- 
mired, and would frequently dreſs the 
necks, or heads, or arms, of their miſtreſ- 
ſes, with any thing which they thought 
appeared gay or pretty. The women ob- 
ſerving that the men took delight in look- 
ing upon them, when they were adorned 
with ſuch trappings and gewgaws, ſet 
their heads to work to find out new in- 
ventions, and to outſhine one another in 


all councils of war or the like ſolemn 


meetings. On the other hand, the men 
obſerving how the women's hearts were 
ſet upon finery, began to embelliſh them 
ſelves, and look as agreeable as they could 
in the eyes of their aſſociates. In ſhort, 
after a tew years converſing together, the 
women had learnt to ſmile, and the men 
to ogle, the women grew ſoft, and the 
men lively. „ | | : 
When they had thus inſenſibly formed 
one another, upon finiſhing of the war, 
which concluded with an intire conqueſt 
of their common enemy, the colonels in 
one army married the colonels in ano- 


ther; the captains in the ſame manner 
took the captains to their wives: the 
whole body of common ſoldiers were 


matched, after the example of their lead- 
ers. By this means the two republics in- 
corporated with one another, and hecame 
the moſt flouriſhing and polite govern- 
ment in the part ot the world which they 
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NEC DUO SUNT, AT FORMA DUPLEX, NEC FOEMINA Dic 


NEC PUER UT POSSINT, NEUTRUMQUE ET UTRUMQUE VIDENTURs 


BOTH BODIES IN A SINGT.F BODY Mix, 
A SINGLE BODY WITH A DOUBLE SEXe 


M? ST of the papers I give the pub- 


lic are written on ſubjects that 


never vary, but are for ever fixt and im- 


| mutable. Of this kind are all my more 


lerious effays and diſcourſes; but there 


another ſort of ſpeculations, which I 
| Conſider as occaſional papers, that take 


their riſe from the folly, extravagance, 
and caprice, of the preſent age. For 1 


F look upon myſelf as one ſet to watch the 
| Manners and behaviour of my country- 


Ovp. Mgr, Le Iv. v. 378. 
Appisox. 
men and contemporaries, and to mark 


down every abſurd faſhion, ridiculous 
cuſtom, or affected form of ſpeech, that 


makes it's appearance in the world, during 


the courſe of theſe my ſpeculations. The 
petticoat no ſooner began to ſwell, but I 
obſervedit's motions. The party-patches 
had not time to muſter themſelves before 
I detected them. I had intelligence of 
the coloured hood the very firſt time it 
appeared in a public aſſembly, I might 
| 5R2 ere 
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here mention ſeveral other the like contin- 


gent ſubjects, upon which I have beſtow- 
ed diſtin& papers. By this means I have 
ſo effectually quaſhed thoſe irregularities 


which gave occaſion to them, that I am 
afraid poſterity will ſcarce have a ſuffi- 


cient idea of them to reliſh thoſe diſcourſes 
which were in no little vogue at the time 


when they were written. They will be 


apt to think that the faſhions and cuſtoms 
I attacked were ſome fantaſtic conceits 
of my own, and that their great grand- 


mothers could not be ſo whimſical as I 


have repreſented them. For this reaſon, 


when I think on the figure my ſeveral 


volumes of ſpeculations will make about 
a hundred years hence, I conſider them 
as ſo many pieces of old plate, where the 
weight will be regarded, but the faſhion 
loſt. 355 | | 

Among the ſeveral female extrava- 


gancies I have already taken notice of, 


there is one which ſtill keeps it's ground. 
I mean that of the ladies who dreis them- 
ſelves in a hat and feather, a riding-coat 


and a periwig, or at leaſt tie up their hair 
in a bag or ribbon, in imitation of the 


ſmart part of the oppolite ſex. As in my 


yeſterday's paper I gave an account of 
the mixture of two ſexes in one com- 


monwealth, I ſhall here take notice of 
this mixture of two ſexes in one perſon, 


I have already ſhewn my diſlike of this 


immadeſt cuſtom more than once; but in 


contempt of every thing I have hitherto 
ſaid, I am informed that the highways 
about this great city are ſtill very much 


_ Infeſted with theſe female cavaliers. 


I remember when I was at my friend 


Sir Roger de Coverley's about this time 


twelvemonth, an equeſtrian lady of this 


order. appeared upon the plains which 
lay at a diſtance from his houie. I was 


at that time walking in the fields with 


my old friend; and as his tenants ran out 
on every ſide to ſee ſo ſtrange a fight, 
Sir Roger aſked one of them who came 


by us what it was? To which the coun- 
try fellow replied—* It is a gentlewoman, 
+ faving. your worſhip's preſence, in a 
coat and hat.“ This produced a great 


_ deal of mirth at the knight's houſe, where 
We had a ſtory at the {ame time of ano- 
ther of his tenants, who meeting this gen- 


tleman-like lady on the highway, was 
afked by her whether that was Coverley- 
hal!? The honeſt man ſceing only the 


male part of the queriſt, replied—* Yes, 
s Sir;' but upon the ſecond queſtion, 
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whetherSir Roger de Coverley was a mar- 


ried man, having dropped his eye upon 
the petticoat, he changed his note into 
© No, Madam.” 
Had one of theſe hermaphrodites ap. 
eared in Juvenal's days, with what an 
indignation ſhould we have ſeen her de. 
ſcribed by that excellent fatiriſt? He would 
have repreſented her in a riding-habit, az 
a greater monſter than the centaur. He 
would have called for. ſacrifices of puri. 
fying waters, to expiate the appearance 
of ſuch a prodigy. He would have in- 
voked the ſhades of Portia or Lucretia, 
to ſee into what the Roman ladies had 
transformed themſelves. 
For my own part, I am for treating 
the ſex with greater tenderneſs, and have 
all along made uſe of the moſt gentle 


methods to bring them off from any lit- 


tle extravagance into which theyare ſome. 
times unwarily fallen: I think it how- 
ever abſolutely neceſſary to keep up the 
partition between the two ſexes, and to 
take notice of the ſmalleſt incroachments 
which the one makes upon the other, I 
hope therefore that I ſhall not hear any 
more complaints on this ſubject. I am 
ſure my ſhe-diſciples who peruſe theſe 
my daily lectures, have profited but lit. 
tle by them, if they are capable of giv- 
ing into ſuch an amphibious dreſs. This 
I ſhould not have mentioned, had not I 


lately met one of theſe my female readers 


in Hyde-park, who looked upon me with 
a maſculine aſſurance, and cocked her 


hat full in my face. 


For my part, I have one general key 
to the behaviour of the fair- ſex. When! 
ſee them ſingular in any part of theirdrels, 
I conclude it is not without ſome evil in- 
tention ; and therefore queſtion not but 
the deſign of this ſtrange faſhion is to [mite 


more effectually their male bcholiers, 


Now to ſet them right in this particular, 
I would fain have them conſider with 
themſelves, whether we are not more like- 
ly to be ſtruck by a figure entire] fe- 
male, than by ſuch an one as we may 
ſee every day in our glaſſes: or, if they 
pleaſe, let them reflect upon their own 
hearts, and think how they would be at- 
fected ſhould they meet a man on horle- 
back, in his breeches and jack-boots, and 
at the ſame time dreſſed up in a com. 
mode and a night-raile. 

J muſt obſerve that this faſhion was 
firſt of all brought to us from France, a 
country which has infected all the nations 
of Europe with it's levity. I ſpeak rot 


this in derogation of a whole people, har: 
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eneral reflections which ſtrike at king- 
doms or commonwealths in the groſs: a 

jece of cruelty, which an ingenious 
writer of our own compares to that of Ca- 
ligula, who wiſhed the Roman people had 
all but one neck, that he might behead 
them at a blow. 1 ſhall therefore only 
remark, that as livelineſs and aſſurance 
are in a peculiar manner the qualifications 
of the French nation, the ſame habits 


EING a perſon of inſatiable cu- 
rioſity, I could not forbear going 
on Wedneſday laſt to a place of no ſmall 


as a whitiſh brown paper, put into my 
hands in the ſtreet, informed me, there 
was to be a trial of ſkill exhibited be- 


defence, at two of the clock preciſely. 
[ was not a little charmed with the ſo- 
lemnity of the challenge, which ran thus : 

© I James Miller, Serjeant, lately 


come from the frontiers of Portugal, 


* hearing in moſt places where TI have 
© been of the great fame of Timothy 
© Buck, of London, maſter of the faid 
© lcience, do invite him to meet me, and 
* exerciſe at the ſeveral weapons tollow- 
ing, Viz. LEN 


© Back-ſword, 


Single falchion, 


s Sword and buckler, © Quarter-ſta{f, 


ler to diſpute the reputation of Timothy 
Buck, had ſomething reſembling the old 
heroes of romance, Timothy Buck re- 
turned anſwer in the fame paper with the 
like ſpirit, adding a little indignation at 
being challenged, and ſeeming to conde- 


gard to Miller himſelf, but in that, as 
the fame went about, he had fought 
Parkes, of Coventry. The acceptance 
of the combat ran in theſe words: 


renown for the gallantry of the lower 
order of Britons, namely, to the bear- 
garden at Hockley in the Hole; where, 


tween two maſters of the noble ſcience of 


matter of the noble ſcience of defence, 


Sword and dagger, © Caſe of falchions, 


If the generous ardour of James Mil- 


ſeend to fight James Miller, not in re- 
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ing more than once found fault with thoſe and cuſtoms will not give the ſame of- 
Y 


fence to that people, which they produce 


among thoſe of our own country. Mo- 
deſty is our diſtinguiſhing character, as 


vivacity is theirs : and when this our na- 


tional virtue appears in that female beau- 


ty, for which our Britiſh ladies are cele- 


brated above all others in the univerſe, it 
makes up the moſt amiable object that 


the eye of man can poſſibly behold. 
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VERSO POLLICE VULGI 
' QUEMLIBET OCCIDUNT POPULARITER 


Juve SAT 11 Ve 36. 


WITH THUMBS BENT BACK THEY POPULARLY KILLe 


DRYDEN. 


1 Timothy Buck, of Clare-market, 


maſter oſ the noble ſcience of defence, 
hearing he did fight Mr. Parkes, of 
Coventry, will not fail, God willing, 
to meet this fair inviter at the time and 


o * 


and no favour. 


„ ay oe or So 


I ſhall not here look back on the ſpec- 


tacles of the Greeks and Romans of this 
kind, but muſt believe this cuſtom took. 


it's riſe from the ages of knight-errantry; 


from thoſe who loved one woman ſo well, 


that they hated all men and women elle; 


from thoſe who would fight you, whe- 


ther you were or were not of their mind; 


from thote who demanded the combat of 


their contemporaries, both for admiring 


their miſtreſs or diſcommending her. I 


cannot therefore but lament, that the 


terrible part of the ancient fight is pre- 


ſerved, when the amorous tide of it is 
forgotten. 


combatants. I could wiſh, methinks, 


thaſe gentlemen had conſulted me in the 


promulgation of the conflict. I was ob- 
liged by a fair young maid whom J un- 
derſtood to be called Elizabeth Preſton, 
daugnter of the keeper of the garden, 


with a glaſs of water; whom I imagined 


might have been, for form's lake, the ge- 


neral repreſentative of the lady fought - 


for, and from her beauty the proper 
Amaryllis on theſe occaſions. It would 
have ran better in the challenge—* I 
James Muller, Serjeant, who have tra- 

| | * velled 


place appointed, deſiring a clear ſtage 


* Vivat Regina” 


e have retained the bar- 
barity, but loſt the gallantry of the old 
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© yelled parts abroad, and came laſt from 
© the frontiers of Portugal, for the love 
« of Elizabeth Preſton, do aſſert, that the 
« ſaid Elizabeth is the faireſt of women.“ 
Then the an{wer—* I Timothy Buck, 
© who have ſtayed in Great Britain dur- 
© ing all the war in foreign parts, for 
© the ſake of Suſanna Page, do deny that 
© Elizabeth Preſton is ſo fair as the ſaid 
* Suſanna Page, Let Suſanna Page look 
© on, and I deſire of James Miller no fa- 
© Wur .“. 5 | 
This would give the battle quite ano- 
ther turn; and a proper ſtation for the 
ladies, whoſe complexion was diſputed 
by the ſword, would animate the diſput- 
ants with a more gallant incentive than 
the expectation of money from the ſpec- 
tators; thongh I would not have that 
neglected, but thrown to that fair-one, 
_ whoſe lover was approved by the donor. 
Vet, conſidering the thing wants juch 
_ amendments, it was carried with great 
order. James Miller came on firſt; pre- 
_ ceded by two diſabled drummers, to ſhew, 
J ſuppoſe, that the proſpect of maimed 
bodies did not in the leaſt deter him. 


There aſcended with the daring Miller a 


gentleman, whoſe name I could not learn, 
with a dogged air, as unſatisfied that he 
was not principal. This jon of anger 
lowered at the whole aſſembly, and weigh- 
ing himſelf as he marched around from 
- fideto fide, with a ſtiff knee and ſhoulder, 
he gave intimations of the purpoſe he 
Jmothered until he ſaw the iſſue of this 
encounter. Miller had a blue ribbon 
tied round the ſword arm ; which orna- 
ment I conceive to be the remain of that 
cuſtom of wearing a miſtreſs's favour on 
ſuch occaſions of old. | 


Miller is a man of ſix foot eight inches 
height, of a kind but bold aſpect, well | 
ſtill difabled him further. 


_ faſhioned, and ready of his limbs; and 
ſucli a readinets as jpoke his eaſe in them, 

was obtained from a habit of motion in 

malitary excrete. | 

The expectation of the ſpectators was 

now almoit ar it's height, and the crowd 

_ preſiing in, ſeveral active perſons thought 
they were placed rather according to their 


fortune than their merit, and took it in 
their heads to prefer themſelves from the 


open area or pity tothe galleries. This diſ- 


pute between deſert and property brought 


nany to the ground, and raiſed others in 
proportion to the higheſt ſeats by turns, 
for the ſpace of ten minutes, until Ti- 
mothy Buck came on, and the whole 
allemvly giving up their diſputes, turn- 
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with a bandage of red ribbon. 


tired with much grace to the extremities 


head. 


anguiſh. The aſſembly was divided in- 


ler, and burſt into a flood of tears. As 


; on the ſtage . The furly ſecond of — 


ed their eyes upon the champions. They 
it was that every man's affection turned 
to one or the other irreſiſtibly. A judi. 
cious gentleman near me ſaid—* I could 
* methinks be Miller's ſecond, but I had 
© rather have Buck for mine.“ Miller 
had an audacious look, that took the 
eye: Buck a perfect compoſure, that en. 
gaged the judgment. Buck came on in 
a plain coat, and kept all his air until the 
mſtant of engaging ; at which time he 
undreſſed to his ſhirt, his arm adorned 
No one 
can deſcribe the ſudden concern in the 
whole aſſembly 3 the moſt, tumultuous 
crowd in nature was as ſtill and as much 
engaged, as if all their lives depended on 
the firſt blow. The combatants met in 
the middle of the ſtage, and ſhaking 
hands as removing all malice, they re. 


of it; from whence they immediately 
faced about, and approached each other, 
Mijler with a heart full of refolution, 
Buck with a watchful untroubled coun- 


tenance; Buck regarding principally his 


own defence; Miller chiefly thoughttul 
of annoying his opponent, It is not 
eaſy to detcribe the many eſcapes and im. 
perceptible defences between two men of 
quick eyes and ready limbs; but Miller's 
heat laid him open te the rebuke of the 
calm Buck, by a large cut on the fore- 
Much effuſion of blood covered 
his eyes in a moment, and the huzzas of 
the crowd undoubtedly quickened the 


to parties upon their different ways of 
fighting; while a poor nymph in one ot 
the galleries apparently ſuffered for Mil- 


ſoon as his wound was wrapped up, he 
came on again with a little rage, which 
ut what 
brave man can be wounded into mote 
patience and caution? The next was a 
warm 2aper onſet, which ended in a de- 
cifve {troke on the left leg of Miller, 
The lady in the gallery, during this fe- 
cond ftrife, covered her face ; and for my 

rt, I could not keep my thoughts from 
being moſtly employed on the conſidera» 
tion of her unhappy circumſtance that 
moment, hearing the claſh of ſwords, 


and apprehending life or victory conceru- 
ed her lover in every blow, but not dar- 
ing to latisfy herſelf on whom they fell. 


The wound was expoſed to the view of 
all who could delight in it, and ſewed up 
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Jer declared at this time, that he would 
that day fortnight fight Mr. Buck at the 
fame weapons, declaring himſelf the 
| maſter of the renowned Gorman; but 


courageous diſciple, and aſſerting that he 
| himſelf had taught that champion, ac- 
cepted the challenge. | 

There is ſomething in nature very un- 
nccountable on ſuch occaſions, when we 
ſee the people take a certain painful gra- 
tification in beholding theſe encounters. 
ls it cruelty that adminiſters this ſort of 
| delight? Or is it a pleaſure whichis taken 
in theexerciſe of pity ? It was methought 


tte day being a trial of ſkill, the popu- 
| larity did not run ſo high as one would 
| have expected on the fide of Buck. Is 
it that people's paſſions have their riſe in 
ſelf.lore, and thought themſelves (in 
ſpite of all the courage they had) liable 
to the fate of Miller, but could not ſo 


E þ Bi other day paſt by me in her 
chariot a lady with that pale and 


ſee in young people, who are fallen into 
| forrow, and private anxiety of mind, 
| vhich antedate age and ſickneſs. It is 


and a little towards libertine in her car- 
nage; but, methought, I eaſily forgave 

her that little inſolence, which the ſo ſe- 
rerely pays for in her preſent condition. 


married to a ſullen fool with wealth: her 
| deauty and merit are loſt upon the dolt, 
| who is inſenſible of perfection in any 


painful or inſipid: the minutes ſhe has 
| to herſelf in his abſence are not ſufficient 
to give vent at her eyes to the grief and 
torment of his laſt converſation. This 
| Poor creature was ſacrificed with a tem- 
Fer, which, under the cultivation of a 

man of ſenſe, would have made the moſt 
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Buck denied him the honour of that 


pretty remarkable, that the buſineſs of 


n SESES 6:6: 24 


wan complexion, which we ſometimes. 


rot three years ago, ſince ſhe was gay,airy, 


Plavilla, of whom I am ſpeaking, is 


ny: Their hours together are either 
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eafily think themſelves qualified like 
Buck ? | 
Tully ſpeaks of this cuſtom with leſs 


horror than one would expect, though he 


confeſſes it was much abuſed in his time, 
and ſeems directly to approve of it under 
it's firſt regulations, when criminals only 
fought before the people. Crudele gla- 
© diatorum ſpectaculum et inbumanum 
© nonnullis videri ſolet; et haud ſcio anno 
ita ſit ut nunc fit ; cam vere ſontes ferro 
depugnabant, auribus fortaſſe multa, 
oculis quidem ulla, poterat efſe for tior 
contra dolorem et mortem diſctþling.”—— 
The ſhews of gladiators may be thought 
barbarous and inhumane, and I know 
not but it is ſo as it is now practiſed ; 
but in thoſe times when only criminals 
were combarants, the ear perhaps might 


it is impoſſible that any thing which 


affets our eyes, ſhould fortify us ſo 
well againſt pain and death.? | 
| | 'L 
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TUNE IMPUNE HEC FACIAS? TUN E HIC HOMINES ADOLESCENTVULOS, 
IMPERITOS RERUM, EDUCTOS LIBERE, IN FRAUDEM ILLICIS? 
$0LLICITANDO ET POLLICITANDO EORUM ANIMOS LACTAS ? 

Ac MERE TRICIOS AMORES NUPTIIS CONGLUTINAS ? | 


TR. AND. Ac r. v. sc. 4. 


= SHALL YOU ESCAPE WITH IMPUNITY; YOU WHO LAY SNARES FOR YOUNG MEN, 
E OF ALIBERAL EDUCATION, BUT UNACQUAINTED WITH THE WORLD; AND, BY 
FORCE OF IMPORTUNITY AND PROMISES, DRAW THEMIN TO MARRY HARLOTS? 


agreeable companion, into the arms of 


this loathſome yoke-fellow by Sempro- 


nia. Sempronia is a good lady, whe 


ſupports herſelf in an affluent condition, 
by contracting triendſhip with rich young 


widows, and maids of plentiful fortunes 
at their own diſpoſal, and beſtowing her 
friends upon worthleſs indigent fellows ; 
on the other ſide, the enſnares inconſide- 
rate and raſh youths of great eſtates into 


the arms of vicieus women. For this 


purpoſe, ſhe is accompliſhed in all the 
arts which can make her acceptable at 


impertinent viſits ; ſhe knows all that 


paſles in every quarter, and is well ac- 


quainted with all the favourite ſervants, 
buſy- bodies, dependants, and poor rela- 


tions, of all perſons'of condition in the 


whole town. At the price of a good 
ſum of money, Sempronia, by the in- 
ſtigation of Flavilla's mother, brought 
about the match for the daughter, and 
the reputation of this, which 1s appa- 


rently, 


receive many better inſtructions, but 
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rently, in point of fortune, more than 
Flavilla could expect, has gained her the 
viſits and frequent attendance of the 


crowd of mothers, who had rather ſee 


their children mitcrable in great wealth, 
than the happieſt of the race of mankind 
in a leſs conſpicuous ſtate of life. When 


Sempronia is ſo well acquainted with a 


woman's temper and circumſtance, that 
the believes marriage would be accept- 


able to her, and advantageous to the man 


who ſhall get her, her next ſtep is to 


look out for ſome one, whoſe condition 
has ſome ſecret wound in it, and wants 
ſum, yet, in the eye of the world, not 
unſuitable to her. If ſuch is not eaſily 
had, ſhe immediately adorns a worthleſs 
fellow with what eſtate ſhe thinks con- 


venient, and adds as great a ſhare of 


good-humour and ſobriety as is requi- 
fate: after this is ſettled, no importuni- 
ties, arts, and devices, are omitted, to 
haſten the lady to her happineſs. In the 
general ind:ed ſhe is a perſon of ſo ſtrict 
zuſtice, that ſhe marries a poor gallant 
to a rich wench, and a moneyleſs girl to 
a man of fortune. But then ſhe has no 


manner of conſcience in the diſparity, 
when ſhe has a mind to impoſe a poor 


rogue for one of an eſtate: ſhe has no re- 
morſe in adding to it, that ſhe is illite- 
rate, ignorant, and unfaſhioned 3 but 


makes thoſe imperfections arguments of 
the truth of his wealth, and will, on ſuch 
an occaſion, with a very grave face, 


charge the people of condition with neg- 


ligence in the education of their chil. 


dren. Exception being made the other 


day againſt an ignorant booby of her 
own clothing, whom ſhe was putting 


off for a rich heir—* Madam,* ſaid ſhe, 
© you know there is no making chil- 


« dren, who know they have eſtates, at- 


„tend their books.” 
Sempronia, by theſe arts, is loaded 


with preſents, importuned for her ac- 


quaintance, and admired by thoſe who 


do not know the firſt taſte of life, as a. 
women of exemplary good-breeding.. 
But ſure, to murder and to rob are leſs 


iniquities, than to raile profit by abuſes 
as irreparable as taking away life; but 


more grievous, as making it laſtingly 
unhappy.* To rob a lady at play of 


half her fortune, is not ſo ill, as giving 
the whole and herfelf to an unworthy 
huſband. But Sempronia can admini— 


er conſolation to an unhappy fair at 


home, by leading her to an agreeable 


gallant cllewhere, She then can preach 


ce» 


the general condition of all the married 
world, and tell an unexperienced youn 
woman the methods of ſoftening her 
affliction, and laugh at her ſimplicity 
and want of knowledge, with an- Oh! 
* my dear, you will know better,” 
The wickedneſs of Sempronia, one 
would think, ſhould be ſuperlative; but 


I cannot but eſteem that of ſome parents 


equal to it; 1 mean ſuch as ſacrifice the 
greateſt endowments and qualifications 
to baſe bargains. A parent who forces 
a child of a liberal and ingenuous ſpinit 
into the arms of a clown or a block- 
head, obliges her to a crime too odious 
for a name. It is in a degree the unna- 
tural conjunction of rational and brutal 
beings. Yet what is there fo common, 
as the beſtowing an accompliſted wo. 
man with ſuch a diſparity ? And I could 
name crowds who lead miſerable lives 
for want of knowledge, in their parents, 
of this maxim, That good ſenſe and 
good-nature always go together. That 
which 1s attributed to fools, and called 
good-nature, is only an inability of ob- 
ſerving what is faulty, which turns, in 
marriage, into a ſuſpicion of every thing 
as ſuch, from a conſciouſneſs of that 
inability. _ 


MN. SPECTATOR, , | | 
I Am entirely of your opinion withre- 
lation to the equeſtrian females, who 
affect both the maiculine and feminine 


air at the ſame time; and cannot forbear 


making a preſentment againſt another 
order of them, who grow very nume- 
rous and powerful; and ſince our lan- 
guage is not very capable of good com- 
pound words, I muſt be contented, to 
call them only the Naked Shouldercd. 
Theſe beauties are not contented to 


make lovers wherever they appear, but 


they muſt make rivals at the fame time, 
Were you to ſee Gatty walk the Park 
at high mall, you would expect thode 
who followed her and thoſe who met 
her would immediately draw their {words 


for her. I hope, Sir, you will provide 


for the future, that women may ftick 
to their faces for doing any future mil. 
chief, and not allow any but direct 
traders in beauty to expole more than 
the fore-part of the neck, unleſs yo! 
pleaſe to allow this after-game to thole 


who are very defective in the charms d 


the countenance. I can ſay, to my ddt. 


row, the preſent practice is very unt, 
when to look back is death: and it * 


de ſaid of our beauties, as a great poet 


did of bullets — 


1 ſabmit this to your animadverſion 
and am, for the little while I have 


T is a very common expreſſion, that 
] ſuch a one is very good-natured, but 
very paſſionate. The expreſſion indeed 
is very good-natured, to allow paſſionate 
people fo much quarter: but I think a 
paſſionate man deſerves the leaſt in- 
dulgence imaginabe. It is ſaid, it is 
ſoon over; that is, all the miſchief he 
does is quickly diſpatched, Which, I 
think, is no great recommendation to 
favour. I have known one of theſe 
good-natured paſſionate men ſay in a 
mixed company, even to his own wife 
or child, ſuch things as the moſt inve- 
terate enemies of his family would not 
have ſpoke, even in imagination. It is 
certain that quick ſenſibility is inſcpara- 
ble from a ready underſtanding; but 
why ſhould not that good underſtanding 
call to itſelf all it's force on {ſuch occa- 


to anger? One of the grceatett fouls now 
in the world is the molt {ubje& by na- 
ture to anger, and yet ſo famous for a 


temper and command of a man's ſelf. 
To contain the ſpirit of anger, is the 


to, When a man has made any progreſs 
this way, a frivolous fellow in a pailion, 
Is to him as contemptible as a troward 
child, Tt ought to be the ſtudy of every 
man, for his own quiet and peace. 


3 When he ſtands combuſtible and ready 


to flame upon every thing chat touches 
him, life is as unzaſy to himſelf as it is 
to all about him. Sincropius leads, of 
all men living, the molt ridiculous life; 


don. If his man enters the room with- 
out what he was ſent for That block- 
head,” begins he: Gentlemen, I aſk 


| © your pardon, but ſervants now-a- 


They kiltand wound like Parthiahs as they fly. 


— I REGE, Qu, NISI PARET, 


— CV} TY SL, 5 = EEG, 
AND CHECK THY RAGE, WHICH MUST BE RUL'D OR RULE. CREECH.. 


ſions, to maſter that ſudden inclination 
conqueſt of himſelf this way, that he is 


the known example when you taik of 


worthieſt diſcipline we can put curielves 


© 18 ever offending, and begging par- 
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left, your humble ſervant, the lan- 
guſhing _ PHILANTHUS: 


* 
* 
1 ” 
* 


P. 8. Suppoſe you mended my letter, 
and made a ſimile about the porcupine; , 


but I ſubmit that alſo. 


2 
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days.“ The wrong plates are laid, 


they are thrown into the middle of the. 


oy 


room; his wile ſtands by in pain for 


him, which he ſees in her face, and an- 


ſwers, as if he had heard all ſhe was 
thinking“ Why, what the devil! why 


do not you take care to give orders in 


© theſe things ?? His friends fit down 


to a taſteleſs plenty of every thing, every 


minute expecting new inſults from his 


% 


impertinent paſſions. In a word, to eat 


with, or viſit Sincropius, is no other 


chan going to fee him exerciſe his fa- 


mily, exerciſe their patience, and his: 


own anger. 


It is monftrous that the ſhame and 


confuſion in which this good-natured 


angry man muſt reeds behold his friends, 


while he thus lays about him, does not 


give him ſo much reflection as to create 


an amendment. This is the moſt ſcan- 


dalous diſuſe of reaſon imaginable; all 


the harmleſs part of him is no more than 


Eil 


that of a bull-dog, they are tame no 


longer than they are not offended. One 


of theſe good- natured angry men ſhall, 


C 


in an inſtant, aſſemble together ſo many 
alluſions to ſecret circumſtances, as are 
enough to diffolve the peace of all the 


families and friends he is acquainted 


with, in a quarter of an hour, and yet, 


the next moment be the beſt-natured 


man in the whole world. If vou would 


fee pailion in it's purity, without mix- 
ture of reaſon, behold it preſented in 
a mad hero, drawn by a mad poet. 


Nat. Lee makes his Alexander ſay thus: : 


Away, begone, and give a whirlwind room, 
Or 1 will blow you up like duſt! avaunt; 
Madneſs but meanly repreſents my toil. 
Eternal diſcord 1! _ 

Fury! revenge! diſdain and indignation ! 


© and tempeſt, _ 
5 8 My 


Tear my ſwoln breaſt, make way for fire | 


— — — 


— = - 
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cat in good company. 
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© quench'd ; 


The ftorm is up, and my hot bleeding heart 


© Splits with the rack, while paiſions like the 
© wind, 
© Riſe up to heav'n, and put out all the ſtars,” 


Every paſſionate fellow in town talks 
half the day with as little conſiſtency, 


and threatens things as much out of his 


power. 8 25 

The next diſagreeable perſon to the 
outrageous gentleman, is one ct a much 
lower order-of anger, and he is what we 


peeviſh fellow is one who has ſome rea- 
jon in himſelf for being out of humour, 
or has a natural incapacity for delight, 


and therefore diſturbs all who are hap- 


pier than himſelf with Piſhes and Piſhaws, 
or other well-bred interjections, at every 


thing that is ſaid or done in his pre- 


ſence. There ſhould be phyſic mixed 
in the food of all which theſe fellows 
This degree of 
anger paſſes, forſooth, for a delicacy of 


judgment, that will not admit of being 


eaſily pleaſed; but none above the cha- 
racer of wearing a peeviſh man's livery, 
ought to bear with his ill- manners. All 


things among men of ſenſe and condi- 
tion ſhould paſs the cenſure, and have 


the protection of the eye of reaſon. 
No man ought to be tolerated in an 


habitual humour, whim, or particulart- 
ty of behaviour, by any who do not 
wait upon him for bread. Next to the 
peeviſh fellow is the ſnarler. This gen- 
tleman deals mightily in what we call 


the irony; and as thoſe ſort of people 


low them, you ſee their humour beſt in 
their talk to their ſervants. 
© fo like you, you are a fine fellow, 
thou art the quickeſt head- piece, and 


the like. One would think the hec- 
toring, the ſtorming, the ſullen, and all 
the different ſpecies and ſubordinations 
of the angry, ſhould be cured, by know - 
ing they live only as pardoned men; 


and how pititul is the condition of be- 


ing only ſuffered? But JI am interrupted 


by the pleaſanteſt ſcene of anger and the 
dijappointment of it that J have ever 
known, which happened while 1 was 


pet writings and I overheard as 1 fat in 
Fic back-reon at a French bock ſeller'd. 


commonly call a pceviſh fellow. A 


exert themſelves moſt againſt thoſe be- 


6 That is 


THE SPECTATOR, 
'© My brain is burſt, debate and reaſon 


There came into the ſhop a very learned 
man with an erect ſolemn air; and, 
though a perſon of great parts other. 
wile, flow in underſtanding any thing 
which makes againſt himſelf. The com. 
poſure of the faulty man, and the whim. 
lical perplexity of him that was juſtiy 


angry, is perfectly new. 


After turning 


over many volumes, ſaid the ſeller to 
the buyer “ Sir, you know I have long 


4 40 ] .˖‚·ẽãm ũ̃ G gg ˙ůͤꝘ n; 9 


aſked you to ſend me back the firſt 
volume of French ſermons I formerly 
lent you.'— Sir,” laid the chapman, 
J have often looked for it, but cannot 
find it; it is certainly loſt, and I know 
not to whom I lent it, it is ſo man 

years ago. —“ Then, Sir, here is the 
other volume, IT will tend you home 
that, and pleaſe to pay for -both.'— 
My triend,” replied he, canſt thou 
be fo ſenſeleſs as not to know that one 
volume is as imperfect in my library 
as in your ſnop?'— Yes, Sir, but it 
is you have loſt the firſt volume, and 
to be ſhort, I will be paid,'— Sir, 


anſwered the chapman, „you are a 
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young man, your book is loſt, and 
learn by this little loſs to bear much 
greater adverſities, which you muſt 
expect to meet with.. Yes, Sir, I 
will bear when J mult, but I have not 
loſt now, for I {ay you have it, and 
thall pay me.'—* Friend, you grow 
warm ; I tell you the hook is loſt, and 
I foreſce in the courle even of a pro- 
ſperous life, that you will meet afflic- 
tions to make you mad, if you cannot 
bear this trifle. *— Sir, there is in 
this caſe no need of bearing, for you 
have the book.“ I fay, Sir, I have 
not the book. But your paſſion will 
not let you hear enough to be informed 
that I have it not. Learn reſignation 
of yourſelf to the diſtreſſes of this life: 
nay, do not fret and fume, it is my 
duty to tell you that you are of an 
patient ſpirit, and an impatient ſpl- 
rit is never without woe.'—* Was 
ever any thing like this ?*—* Ves, Sir, 
there have been many things like this. 
The loſs is but a trifle, but your tem- 
ner is wanton, and incapable of the 
cat pain; therefore let me adviſe you, 
be patient, the book is loſt, but do 
not you for that reaton loſe yourſeb, 
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HI NARRATA FERUNT ALIO: MENSURAQUE FICTI 
CRESCIT;z ET AUDITIS ALIQUID NOVUS ADJICIT AUCTOR» 


Ovi. MET. L. XII. Vo 57. 


SOME TELL WHAT THEY HAVE HEARD, OR TALES DEVICE 
EACH FICTION STILL IMPROV'D WITH ADDED LIES. 


VID deſcribes the palace of Fame 
as ſituated in the very center of 


the univerſe, and perforated with ſo 


many windows and ayenues as gave 


her the fight of every thing that was 


done in the heavens, in the earth, and 
in the ſea. The ſtructure of it was 
contrived in ſo admirable a manner, 
that it echoed every word which was 
ſpoken in the whole corapaſs of nature; 
© lo that the palace, ſays the poet, 
© was always filled with a contuſed 
© hubbub of low dying ſounds, the 


voices being almoſt ſpent and worn 


© out before they arrived at this general 


E * rendezvous of ſpeeches and whiipers.* 


[ conſider courts with the fame re- 


gard to the governments which they 
ſuperintend, as Ovid's palace of Fame 
with regard to the univerſe. The eyes 
= of a watchtul minilter run through the 
= whole people. There is ſcarce a mur- 
mur or complaint that does not reach 
bis ears. They have news-gatherers 
undd intelligencers diſtributed into their 
ſeveral walks and quarters, w.o bring 
in their reſpective quotas, and make 
them acquainted with the diſcourſe and 
= converſation of the whole kingdom or 
W commonwealth where they are employed. 
E The wiſeſt of kings, alluding to theſe 
E Dvitble and unſuſpected ſpies, who are 
& planted by kings and rulers over their 
tellow- citizens, as well as to thoſe vo- 
& luntary informers, that are 5uzzing 
about the ears of a great man, and mak 
ing their court by ſuch ſecret methods 
of intelligence, has given us a very pru- 


dent caution—* Curſe not the king, no 


not in thy thought, ani curſe not the 
| © ch in thy bed-chamber : for a bird 
o the air ſhall carry the voice, and 
| © that which hath wings ſhall tell the 
| © matter,” 


As it is abſolutely neceſſary for rulers 


o make uſe of other people's eyes and 
Lars, they ſhould take particular care to 
E © it in ſuch a manner, that it may not 


bear too hard on the perſon whole lite 


and converſation are inquired into. A 
man who is capable of fo infamous a 
calling as that of a ſpy, is not very 
much to be relied upon. He can have 
no great ties of honour, or checks of 
conſcience, to reſtrain him in thoſe co- 


vert evidences, where the perſon accuſed 


has no opportunity of vindicating him- 
ſelf, He will be more induſtrious to 
carry that which is grateful than that 
which is true. There will be no occa- 
ſion for him if he does not hear and fee 


things worth diſcovery ; ſo that he na- 


turally inflames every word and Cir- 


cumſtance, aggravates what is faulty, 


perverts what is good, and miſrepreſents 


what is indifferent. Nor is it to be 
doubted but that ſuch ignominious 


wretches let their private paſſions into 
theſe their clandeſtine informations, and 
often wreak their particular ſpite and 
malice againſt the perſon whom they 
are ſet to watch. It is a pleaſant ſcene 


enough, which an Italian author de- 


{cribes between a ſpy and a cardinal 
who employed him. The cardinal is 


repreſented as minuting down every 


thing that is told to him. The ſpy 


begins with a low voice“ Such an one, 


© the advocate, whiſpered to one of his 


friends, within my hearing, that your 
© eminence was a very great poltroon;' 


and after having given his patron time 


to take it down, adds, that another called 


him a mercenary raſcal in a public con- 


verlation. The cardinal replies“ Very 
well,“ and bids him go on. The ſpy 


proceeds, and loads him with reports of 


the ſame nature, till the cardmal riſes 
in great wrath, calls him an impudent 
ſcoundrel, and kicks him out of the 


room. | 
It is obſerved of great and heroic 
minds, that they have not only ſhewn 


a particular diſregard to thoſe unmerit- 


ed reproaches which have been caſt upon 


them, hut have been altogether free 
from that impertinent curioſity of en- 


quiring after them, or the poor revenge 
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of reſenting them. The hiſtories of 


Alexander and Cæſar are full of this 
kind of inſtances. Vulgar fouls are of 
a quite contrary character. Dionyſius, 
the tyrant of Sicily, had a dungeon 
which was a very curious plece of ar- 
chitecture, and of which, as I am in- 


formed, there are ſtill to be ſeen ſome 


remains in that iſland, It was called 
Dionyſius's ear, and built with ſeveral 
little windings and labrynths in the 


form of a real ear. The ſtructure of it 


made it a kind of a whiſpering place, 
but ſuch a one as gathered the voice of 
him who ſpoke into a funnel, which was 
placed at the very top of it. The ty- 


rant uſed to lodge all his ſtate criminals, 
or thoſe whom he {uppoſed to be en- 


gaged together in any evil deſigns upon 
him, in this dungeon. He had at the 
ſame time an apartment over it, where 


he uſed to apply himſelf to the funnel, 


and by that means overheard every thing 


that was whiſpered in the dungeon. I 


believe one may venture to aſfirm, that 


a Cæſar or an Alexander would have 


rather died by the treaſon, than have 
uſed ſuch diſingenuous means for the 
detecting it. | 


© 


A man, who in ordinary life is very 


inquiſitive after every thing that is ſpoken 
ul of him, paſſes his time but very indif- 
ferently. He is wounded by every ar- 
row that is ſhot at him, and puts it in the 


power of every inſignificant enemy to 


diſquiet him. Nay, he will ſuffer from 


what has been ſaid of him, when it is 


forgotten by thoſe who ſaid or hard it. 


For this reaſon "I could never bear one 


of thoſe officious friends, that would be 


telling every malicious report, every idle 


cenſure that paſſed upon me. The tongue 
of man is ſo petulant, and his thoughts 


10 variable, that one ſhould not lay too 


No CCCCXL, FRIDAY, JULY 25. 


great a ſtreſs upon any preſent ſpeechey 
and opinions. Praiſe and obloquy pro. 
ceed very frequently out of the ſame 
mouth, upon the ſame perſon, and upon 
the ſame occaſion. , A generous enemy 
will ſometimes beſtow commendations, 


as the deareſt friend cannot ſometimes 


refrain from ſpeaking ill. The man 


who is indifferent in either of theſe re. 


ſpects, gives his opinion at random, and 
praiſes or diſapproves as he finds him. 


ſelf in humour. 


I ſhall conclude this eſſay with part of 
a character which is finely drawn by the 


Earl of Clarendon, in the firſt book of 
his hiſtory, and which gives us the live. 


ly picture of a great man teazing him. 
ſelf with an abſurd curioſity. | 

He had not that application and 
* ſubmiſſion, and reverence for thequeen, 
© as might have been expected from his 
* wiidom and breeding; and often rofl. 
ed her pretences and deſires with mote 
© rudeneſs: than was natural to him, 
© Yet he was impertinently ſolicitous to 
© know what her majeity ſaid of him in 
private, and what reientments ſhe had 
© towards him. And when by ſome 
© confidents, who had their ends upon 
© him from thoſe offices, he was in. 
formed of ſome bitter expreſſions fal- 
len from her majeſty, he was ſo ex- 
« ceedingly afflicted and tormented with 
© the ſenſe of it, that ſometimes by pal. 
© ſfionate complaints and repreſentations 
© to the king; ſometimes by more du- 
« tiful addreſſes and expoſtulations with 
© the queen in bewailing his misfor- 
© tune; he frequently expoſed himlelt, 
© and left his condition worſe than it 
© was before, and the eclairciſſement 
© commonly ended in the diſcovery of 
c 
o 


© the perions from whom he had received 


his molt ſecret intelligence.” 


VIVERE SI RECTE NESCIS, DISCEDE PERITIS. 


Hos. EP, II. L. 2. v. 213. 


IEARN TO LIVE WELL, OR FAIRLY MAKE YOUR WILL. Por. 


T Have*already given my reader an 
zcccunt of a ſet of merry fellows 
who are paſſing their ſummer together 


in the country, being provided with a 


great houſe, where there is not only a 
convenient apartment for every particu- 


_ 


lar perſon, but a large infirmary for the 
reception of ſuch of them as are any way 
indiſpoſed or out of humour. Having 
lately received a letter from the (ccretar 
of this ſociety, by order of the whot 
fraternity, which acquaints me wi) 
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their behaviour during the laſt week, I 

ſhall here make a preſent of it to the 

public. 

MR. SPECTATOR, | 

E are glad to find that you approve 

VV he eſtabliſhmert which we have 

here made for the retrieving of good- 

manners and agreeable converſation, and 

mall uſe our bet endeavours fo to im- 

prove ourſelves in this our ſummer re- 

tirement, that we may next winter ſerve 
28 patterns to the town. But to the end 
that this our inſtitution may be no leſs 
advantageous to the public than to our- 
ſetves, we ſhall communicate to you one 
week of our proceedings, deſiring you 
at the ſame time, if you ſee any thing 
faulty in them, to favour us with your 
admonitions. | For you mutt know, Sir, 
that it has been propoſed amoniglt us to 
choole you for our viſitor; to which I 
muſt further add, that one of the col- 
lege having declared laſt week, he did 
not like the Spectator of the day, and 
not being able to aſſign any juſt reatons 
for ſuch a diſlike, he was ſent to the in- 
firmary, neiiue contradicente. 

On Monday the aflembiy was in very 
good humour, having received ſome re- 
cruits of French clarer that morning: 

when unluckily, towards the middle of 
the dinner, one of the company ſwore 
at his ſervant in a very rough manner, 

for having put too much water in his 
wine, Upon which the preſident of the 
day, who is always the mouth of the 
company, aiter having convinced him 


the mſult he had made upon the com- 


the table and convey him to the infir- 
mary. There was but one more {ent 
away that day; this was a gentleman 
who is reckoned by ſome perſons one 
ol the greateſt wits, and by others one 
of the greateſt boobies, about town. This 


wiat makes it {ranger yet, is a very 
true one, for he is perpetually the reverſe 
e himſelf, being always merry or dull 
to excels. We brought him hither to 


the road, having laviſhed away as much 
| Wit and laughter upon the hackney- 

coachman as might have ſerved him 
during his whole ſtay here, had it been 
duly managed. He had been lumpiſh 
"or two or three days, but was fo far 
tmuved at, in hopes of recovery, that 
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of the impertinence of his paſſion, and 


pany, ordered his man to take him from 


| you will fay is a ſtrange character; but 


divert us, which he did very well upon 


we diſpatched one of the briſkeſt fellows 
among the brotherhood into the infir- 
mary, for having told him at table he 


was not merry. But our preſident ob- 


ſerving that he indulged himſelf in this 
long fit of ſtupidity, and conſtruing it 
as a contempt of the college, ordered 
him to retire to the place prepared for 
ſuch companions. He was no ſooner 
got into it, but his wit and mirth re- 
turned upon him in ſo violent a man- 
ner that he ſhook the whole infirmary 
with the noiſe of it, and had fo good an 
effect upon the reſt of the patients, that 
he brought them all out to dinher with 
him the next day, 5 
On Tueſday we were no ſooner ſat 
down, but one of the company com- 
plained that his head aked; upon which 
znother aiked him in an inſolent man- 
ner, what he did there then: this inſen- 
ivy grew into ſome warm words; fo that 
the preſident, in order to keep the peace, 
gave directions to take them both from 
the table, and lodge them in the infir- 
mary. Not long after, another of the 
company telling us, he knew by a pain 
in his ſhoulder that we ſhould have ſome 
rain, the preſident ordered him to be re- 
moved, and placed as a weather-glaſs 
in the apartment above-mentioned. 
On Wedͤneſday a gentleman having 
received a letter written in a woman's 
hand, and changing colour twice or 
thrice as he read it, deſired leave to re- 
tire into the infirmary. The preſident 
conſented, but denied him the uſe of 
pen, ink, and paper, till ſuch time as 
he had ſlept upon it. One of the com- 
pany being ſeated at the lower end of 


the table, and diſcovering his ſecret dit- 


content by finding fault with every diſh 
that was ſerved up, and refuſing to 
laugh at any thing that was ſaid, the 
preſident told him, that he found he 
was in an unealy ſcat, and deſired him 
to accommodate himſelt better in the in- 
firmary. After dinner a very honeſt fel- 
low chanced to let a pun fall from him; 
his neighbour cried out—* To the in- 
* firmary;* at the ſame time pretending 
to be lick at it, as having the ſame na- 
tural antipathy to a pun, which ſome 
have to a cat. This produced a long 
debate. Upon the whole, the punſter 
was acquitted, and his neighbour ſent 

On Thurſday there was but one de- 
linquent. This was a gentleman of 


ſtrong voice, hut weak underſtanding. 
3 5 He 


8 


He had unluckily engaged himſelf in a 
diſpute with a man of excellent ſenſe, 
but of a modeſbelocution. The man of 
heat replied to every anſwer of his an- 
tagoniſt with a louder note than ordi- 
nary, and only raiſed his voice when he 
ſhould have enforced his argument. 
Finding himſelf at length driven to an 
abſurdity, he till reaſoned in a more 
elamorous and confuſed manner, and 
to make the greater impreſſion upon his 
hearers, concluded with a loud thump 
upon the table. The preſident imme- 
diately ordered him ro be carried off, 
and dieted with water-gruel, till ſuch 
time as he ſhould be ſufficiently weak- 
ened for converſation. _ 
On Friday there paſſed very little 
remarkable, ſaving only, that ſeveral 
petitions were read of the perſons in cuſ- 
tody, deſiring to be releated from their 
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$1 FRACTUS ILLABATUR ORRIS, 


IMPAYVIDUM FERIENT RUIN £A. 


SHOULD THE WHOLE FRAME or 


IN RUIN AND CONFUSION HURL'Dg | 
HE, UNCONCERN*D, WOULD REAR THE MIG 


AND STAND SECURE AMIDST 


AN, conſidered in himſelf, is a 
very helpieis and a very wretch- 
ed being. He is ſubject every moment 
to the greateſt calamities and misfor- 
tunes. He is beſet with dau gers on all 
ſides, and may become unhappy by 
numberleſs caſunlties, which he conid” 
not foretee, nor have prevented had he 
Foreſeen them. 5 „ 
It is our comfort, while we are ob- 
noxious to ſo many accidents, that we 
are under the care of one who directs 
contingencies, and has in his hands the 
management of every thing that is capa- 
ble of annoying or offending us; who 
knows the aſfiſtance we ſtand in need of, 
and is always ready to beſtow it on thoſe 
wo aſk it of him. 
he natural homage which tuch a 
creature bears to ſo infinitely. wiſe and 
©3234 a Being, is a firm reliance on him 
tor the bleilings and conveniencies of 
lite, and an habitual truſt in him for de- 
liverance out of all ſuch dangers and 
diſiculties as may befal us. 


THE SPECTATOR, 


this day, which I was at ſome loſs to 


| thoſe who are under confinement, as 
thoſe who are at liberty, are your very 


Hon. OD. III. Le 3. v. 7 


confinement, and vouching for one 
another's good behaviour for the fu. 
ture. Br 2 | 

On Saturday we received many ex. 
cuſes from perſons who had found them- 
ſelves in an unſociable temper, and had 
voluntarily ſhut themſelves up. The 
infirmary was indeed never ſo Full as on 


account for, till upon my going abroad 
T obſerved that it was an eaſterly wind. 
The retirement of moſt of my triends 
has given me opportunity and leiſure of 
writing you this letter, which I muſt not 
conclude without aſſuring you, that all 
the members of our college, as well 


humble ſervants, though none more 
than, &c. 
C 


NATURE ROUND HIM BREAK, 


PTY CRACK, 
A FALLING WORLD». AN ox. 
The man who always lives in this 
diſpoſition of mind, has not the ſame 
dark and melancholy views of human 
nature, as he who conſiders himſelf ab- 
ſtractedly from this relation to the Su- 
preme Being. At the ſame time that 
he reflects upon his own weakneſs and 
imperfection, he comforts himſelf with 
the contemplation of thoſe divine attri- 
butes, which are employed for his ſatcty 
and his welfare. He finds his want of 
foreſight made up by the omniſcience of 
him who is his ſupport. He is not {en- 
ſible of his own want of ſtrength, when 
he knows that his helper is Almighty. 
In ſhort, the perſon who has a um 
truſt on tne Supreme Being, is powerful 
in his power, wile by his witdom, hap- 
py by his happineſs. He reaps the be- 
ncfit of every divine attribute, and Jotcs 
his own inſufficiency in the fulnels of 
infinite perfection. Es | 
To make, our lives more eaſy to us, 
we are commanded to put our truft in 
him, who is thus able to relieve and we 
ER co 


cour us; the divine goodneſs having 
made ſuch a reliance a duty, notwith- 
ſtanding we ſhould have been miſerable 
had it been forbidden us. 


Among ſeveral motives, which might 


be made uſe of to recommend this duty 
to us, I ſhall only take notice of thoſe 
that follow. — 

The firſt and ſtrongeſt is, that we are 
promiſed he will not fail thoſe who put 
their truſt in him. | 7 

But without conſidering the ſuperna- 
tural bleſſing which accompanies this 
duty, we may obſerve that it has a na- 
tural tendency to it's own reward, or in 
other words, that this firm truſt and 
confidence in the great Diſpoſer of all 


things contributes very much to the get- 


ting clear of any affliction, or to the 
bearing it manfully. A. perſon who be- 
lieves he has his ſuccour at hand, and 
that he acts in the ſight of his friend, 
often exerts himſelf beyond his abilities, 
and does wonders that are not to be 
matched by one who 1s not animated 
with ſuch a confidence of ſucceſs. 
could produce inſtances, from hiſtory, 
of generals, who, out of a belief that 
they were under the protection of ſome 
inviſible aſſiſtant, did not only encou- 


mage their ſoldiers todo their utmoſt, but 


A have acted themſelves beyond what they 


would have done, had they not been in- 


ſpired by ſuch a belief. I might in the 
ſime manner ſhew how ſuch a truſt in 
the aſnfance of an Almighty Being, 
mturally produces patience, hope, chear- 
fulneſs, and all other diſpoſitions of 
= mind that alleviate thoſe calamities 
= which we are not able to remove. 

Ihe practice of this virtue adminiſters 


= great comfort to the mind of man in 


& tames of poverty and affliction, but moſt 
3 of all in the hour of death. When the 
bol is hovering in the laſt moments of 
u ſeparation, when it is juſt entering 
= © another ſtate of exiſtence, to converſe 
= with ſcenes, and objects, and compa- 


Fu SPECTATOR. 
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877 
nions that are altogether new, what can 
ſupport her under ſuch tremblings of 
thought, ſuch fear, ſuch anxiety, ſuch 
apprehenſions, but the caſting of all her 

cares upon him who firſt gave her being, 
who has conducted her through one 

ſtage of it, and will be always with her 
to guide and comfort her in her progreſs 

through eternity ? | | 8 

David has very beautifully repreſent- 
ed this ſteady reliance on God Almighty 

in his twenty-third pſalm, which is a 

kind of paitoral hymn, and filled with 

thoſe alluſions which are uſual irwthat 
kind of writing. As the poetry is very 
exquiſite, I ſhall preſent my reader with 
the following tranſlation of it. 


| | I, 
T HE Lord my paſture ſhall prepare, 
And feed me with a ſhepherd's care: 
His preſence ſhall my wants ſupply, 
And guard me with a watchful eye; 
My noon-day walks he ihall attend, 
And all my mid-night hours defend. 


11. | 
When in the ſultry glebe I faint, 
Or on the thirſty mountain pant 


Io fertile vales and dewy meads 
My weary wand' ring ſteps he leads; 


Where peaceful rivers, ſoft and flow, 
Amid the verdant landſkip flow. 


111. 
Tho? in the paths of death I tread, 
With gloomy horrors overſpread, 
My ſtedfaſt heart ſhall fear no ill, 
For thou, O Lord, art with me ſtill; 
Thy friendly crook ſhall give me aid, 
And guide me thro' the dreadful ſhade. 


Iv. 
Tho' in a bare and rugged ways 
Through devious wilds I lonely ſtray, 
Thy bounty ſhall my pains beguile ; 
The barren wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, 
With ſudden greens and herbage crown'd, 
And ſtreams ſhall murmur all around. 


2 


Ne 


TF Do not know whether I enough ex- 


J plained myſelf to the world, when I 
invited all men to be aſſiſtant to me in 


this my work or ſpeculation; for I have 
not yet acquainted my readers, that be- 


ſides the letters and valuable hints I have 
from time to time received from my cor- 
reſpondents, I have by me {zveral cu- 
rious and extraordinary papers ent with 


a deſign (as no one will doubt when 
they are publiſhed) that they may be 


printed intire, and without any alcera- 
tion, by way of Spectator. I muſt ac- 
knowledge allo, that T myſelf being the 


firit projector of the paper, thought I 


had a right to make them my own, by 
dreſüng them in my own ſtyle, by lcav- 
ing out what would not appear like 


mine, and by adding whatever might 
be proper to adapt them to the character 
and genius of my paper, with which it 


was almoſt impoiſible they could exactly 


correſpond, it being certain that hardly 
two men think alike, and therefore ſo 


many men, ſo many Spectators. Be- 
nales, I muſt own my wenkne!s for glory 


is inen, that if J confaited that only, I. 
mignt be fo tar ſwayed by it, as almoſt 
to with that no one could write a Spec- 


tator belides myſelf; nor can I deny, 
but upon the firſt perutfal of thoſe pa- 


pers, J felt ſome ſecret inclinations of 


II- will towards. the perſons who wrote 
them. This was the impreſſion I had 
upon the firit reading them; but upon 
x {ate review, more for the fake of en- 
tertainment than uſe, regarding them 
with another eve than I had done at 


\ firſt, (for by converting them as well 


| S | 
as J could to my own uie, I thought I 
had utterly diſabled them from ever of- 
tending me again as Spectators) | found 


mylelt moved by a paſſion very different 


from that of envy ; {enſibly tquched 
with pity, the ſofteſt and molt generous 
of all paſſions, when J reflected what a 


crucl difappointment the negictt of thoſe 


papers muſt needs have been to the 


Writers who impatiently longed to {ce 


THE SPECTATOR. 
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SCRIBIMUS INDOCTI DOCTIQUE 


—— THOSE WHO CANNOT WRITE, AND THOSE WHO CAN, 
ALL RHYME, AND SCRAWL, AND $CRIBBLE, TO A MANe 


in them without doing them a manifeſt 


' deſerves it, intire, and without any al- 


can be need of it, that it is none of 


Hor. Ep. 1. Le 2. v. 117. 


Por x. 


them appear in print, and who, ng 
doubt, triumphed to themtelves in the 
hopes of having a ſhare with me in the 
appiauſe of the public; a pleaſure ſo 
great, that none but thoſe who have ex- 
perienced it, can have a ſe ſe of it. In 
this manner of viewing thoſe papers, I 
really found I had not done them jul. 
tice, there being ſomething ſo extremely 
natural and peculiarly good in ſome of 
them, that 1 will appeal to the world 
waether it was poſſible to alter a word 


hurt and violence; and whether they 
can ever appear rightly, and as they 
ought, but in their own native dreſs and 
colours. And therefore I-think I ſhould 
not oniy wrong them, but deprive the 
world of a confderahle fatisfaction, 
ſhould 1 any longer delay the making 
them public. 
After I have publiſhed a few of thee 
SpeRators, I doubt not but I ſhall find © 
the ſucceſs of them to equal, if not ſur- 
paſs, that of the beſt of my own. An 
author ſnould take all methods to hum- 
ble himſelf in the opinion he has of his 
own performances. When thele papers 
appenr to the world, I doubt not but 
they will be followed by many otners; 
and I ſhall not repine, though I myteit 
ſhall have. left me but very tow days to 
appear in public: but preterring dle 
general weal and advantage to any con 
ſiderations of myſelf, I am retoived tor 
the future to publiſh any Spectator that 


teration : aſſuring the world, if there 


mine; and if the authors think fit to 
ſubſcribe their names, I will add them. 
I think the beſt way of promoung 
this generous and uſeful deſign, wil he 
by giving out ſubjects or themes of a 
kinds whatſoever, on which (with 2 
preamhͤle of the extraordinary benelt 
and advantage that may accrue theye3y 
to the public) I will invite all manned 
of perions, whether ſcholars, crime 

| courtiels, 


— -- 


THE SPECTATOR. 


todrtiers, Fentlemen of the town or 
country, and all beaux, rakes, ſmarts, 
prudes) coquettes, houſew:ves, and all 
{orts of wits, whether male or female, 
and however diſtinguiſhed, whether they 
be true wits, whole, or half wits, or 
whether arch, dry, natural, acquired, 
genuine, or depraved wits; and perſons 
of all ſorts of tempers and complexions, 


whether the ſevere, the delightful, the 


impertinent, the agreeable, the thought. 
ful, the buſy, or careleſs, the ſerene or 
cloudy, jovial or melancholy, unto- 
wardly or eaſy, the cold, temperate, or 
ſanguine; and of what manners or dif- 
politions ſoever, whether the ambitious 
or humble-minded, the proud or piti— 
ful, ingenious or baſe-minded, good 
or ill-natured, public- ſpirited or ſelfiſh ; 
and under what fortune or circumſtance 
ſoever, whether the contented or miſe- 
rable, happy or unfortunate, high or 
low, rich or poor, whether ſo through 


want of money, or deſire of more, 
healthy or fickly, married or ſingle ; 
nay, whether tall or thort, fat or lean; _ 


and of what trade, occupation, profeſſion, 
ſtation, country, faction, party, per- 
ſuaſion, quality, age or condition ſo- 
ever, who have ever made thinking a 


part of their buſineſs or diverſion, and 


879 
have any thing worthy to impart on 
theſe ſubjects to the world according to 
their ſeveral and reſpective talents or 
geniuſes, and as the ſubject given out 
hits their tempers, humours, or circum- 
ſtances, or may be made profitable to 
the public by their particuler knowledge 
or experience in the matter propoſed, to 
do their utmoſt on them by ſuch a time, 
to the end they may receive the inex- 
preſſible and irreſiſtible pleaſure of ſee- 
ing their eſſays allowed of and reliſhed 
by the reſt of mankind. NT 

I will not prepoſſeſs the reader with 
too great expectation of the extraordi- 


nary advantages which muſt redound to 


the public by theſe efſays, when the dif- 
ferent thoughts and obſervations of all 


ſorts of perſons according to their qua- 


lity, age, ſex, education, . profeſſions, 
humours, manners, and conditions, &c. 
ſhall be {et out by themſelves in the 
cleareſt and moſt genuine light, and as 
they themſelves would wiſh to have them 
appear to the world. Ce 
The Theſis propoſed for the preſent 
exerciſe of the adventurers to write Spec- 
tators, is MONEY, on which ſubject 


all perſons are deſired to ſend in their 
te 


thoughts within ten days after the da 
hereof, | a go 


No CCCCLXUI. TUESDAY, JULY 29. 


SUBLATAM EX OCUTL1IS QUARIMUS IN vr. 


= 


Hoz. Op. XXIV. Ln 3. Vo 333. 


SN ATCH'D FROM OUR SIGHT, WE EAGERLY PURSUE, 
AND FONDLY WOULD RECAL HER TO OUR VEW. 


CAMILLA TO THE SPECTATOR. 
| VENICE, JULY IO, N. 8. 
MR. SPECTATOR, 


I Take it extremely ill, that you do 
1 not reckon conſpicuous perſons of 


your nation are within your cognizance, 


though out of the dominions of Great 
Britain. I little thought in the green 


years of my life, that I mould ever call 


it an happineſs to be out cf dear Eng- 
land; but as I grew to woman, I found 
myſelf leſs acceptable in proportion to 
the increaſe of my merit. Their ears 
in Italy are fo differently formed from 


the make of yours in England, that 1 


never come upon the {tage, but a gene- 
'ral ſatisfaction appears in every coun - 
Tenance of the Whole people. When I 


dwell upon a note, I behold all the men 
accompanying me with heads inclining, 


and falling ct their perſons on one fide, _ 
as dying away with me. The women 


too do juſtice to my merit, and no ill- 


natured worthleſs creature cries—* The 
« vain thing, when I am wrapt up in the 
performance of my part, and ſenſibly 


touched with the effect my voice has 
upon all who hear me. T live here diſ- 


tingulſued as one whom nature has been 


liberal to in a graceful perſon, an ex- 


alted mien, and heavenly voice. Theſe 


particularities in this ſtrange country, 
are arguments for reſpect and g2nerofity 
to her who is poſſeſſed of them. The 
Italians ſze a thouſand beauties I am 


ſenſible I have no pretenes to, and abun- 


dantly make up to me the injuſtice I re- 


fe ceived © 
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with the perſons who are 


380 


ceived in my own country, of diſallow- 
ing me what I really had. The hu- 


mour of hiſſing, which you have among 


you, I do not know any thing of; and 
their applauſes are uttered, in ſighs, and 
bearing a part at the cadences of voice 
| :rforming. 
J am often put in mind of thoſe com- 
plaiſant lines of my own countryman, 
when he is calling all his facultics toge- 
ther to hear Arabella: | 


Let all be huſh'd, each ſofteſt motion ceaſe, 
Be ev'ry loud tumultuous thought at peace; 
And ev'ry ruder gaſp of breath _. 

Be calm, as in the arms of death: 


And thou moſt fickle, moſt uneaſy part, 


Thou reſtleſs wanderer, my hcart, 
Be till; gently, ah, gently leave, 
Thou buſy, idle thing, to heave. 
Stir not a pulſe; and let my blood, 
That turbulent, unruly flood, 

Be ſoftly ſtaid; 
Let me be all but my attention dead. 


The whole city of Venice is as ſtill when 
Jam ſinging as this polite hearer was to 


Mrs. Hunt. But when they break that 


ſilence, did you know the pleaſure I am 


in, when every mam utters his applauſes, 
by calling me aloud the Dear Crea- 


ture, the Angel, the Venus; what 
c attitude ſhe moves with !-—Huſh, ſhe 


© ſings again!? We have no boiſterous 
wits who dare diſturb an audience, and 


break the public peace merely to ſhew 


they dare. Mr. Spectator, I write this 
to you thus in haſte, to tell you I am fo 


very much at eaſe here, that I know no- 
_ thing but joy; and I will not return, 


but leave you in England to hifs all 


merit of your own growth off the ſtage. 
T know, Sir, you were always my ad- 
mirer, and therefore I am yours, . 

© „„ ft 795 Bi 


P. 8. Tam ten times better dreſted 
than ever I was in England. 


MR. SPECT A TORy 


| FU E project in yours of the x rth in- 


E ſtant, of furthering the correſpond- 


once and knowledge of that conſiderable 
part of mankind, the trading world, 
cannot but be highly commenduble. 


Good lectures to young traders may 
have very good effects on their conduct : 
but beware you propagate no falſe no- 
tions of trade; let none of your corre- 
ſpondents impoſe on the world, by put- 
ting forth bale methods in a good light, 


THE SPECTATOR. 


comage. 


face of the poor. 


and glazing them over with improper 
terms. I would have no means of pro- 
fit ſet for copies to others, but ſuch as 
are laudable in themſelves. Let not 
noiſe be called induitry, nor impudence 
Let not good fortune be im- 
poſed on the world for good manage- 
ment, nor poverty be called folly; im- 
pute not always bankruptcy to extrava- 


gance, nor an eſtate to foreſight : nig- 


gardlineſs is not good huſbandry, nor 


generoſity profuſion. 


Honeſtus is a well-meaning and ju. 
dicious trader, hath ſubſtantial goods, 
and trades with his own ftock, huſbands 
his money to the beſt advantage, with. 
out taking all advantages of the neceſſi- 
ties of his workmen, or grinding the 
Fortunatus is ſtocked 
with ignorance, and conſequently with 
ſel:-opinion ; the quality of his goods 
cannot but he ſuitable to that of his jwlg. 
ment. Honeſtus pleaſes diſcerning peo- 


ple, and keeps their cuſtom by good 


ulage; makes modeſt profit by modeſt 


means, to the decent ſupport of his fa- 
mily: whilſt Fortunatus bluſtering al- 
ways, puſhes on, promiſing much, and 
performing little; with obſequiouſneſs 


offenſive to people of ſenſe, ſtrikes at 


all, catches much the greater part; raiſes 
a conſiderable fortune by impoſition oa 
others, to the diſcouragement and ruiu 
of thoſe who trade in the fame way. 

_ I give here but looſe hints, and beg 
you to be very circumſpect in the pro- 


vince you have now undertaken : if you 


perform it ſucceſsfully, it will be a very 
great good; for nothing is more want- 
ing, than that mechanic induſtry were 


ſet forth with the freedom and greatnels 
_ of mind which ought always to accom- 


pany a man of a liberal education. 
Your humble ſervant, 


N. C. 


FROM MY SHOP UNDER THE 
ROYAL EXCHANGE, jULY 14. 


JULY 24, 1712. 

NMR. SPECTATOR, ” 
Ot withſtanding therepeated cenſures 
that your ſpectatorial wiſdom has 


paſſed upon people more remarkable tor 


impudence than wit, there are yet ſome 
remaining, who pals with the giddy part 
of mankind for ſufficient ſharers of the 


latter, who have nothing but the former 


qualification to recommend them. An- 


other timely anĩimadverſion is abſolutely 
necetiary ; be pleaſed therefore once for 


all 


all to let theſe gentlemen know, that 
there is neither mirth nor good-humour 
in hooting a young fellow out of coun- 
tenance; nor that it will ever conſtitute 
a wit, to conclude a tart piece of but- 
foonry with a What makes you bluin ?? 
Pray pleaſe to inform them again, that 
to ſpeak what they know is ſhocking, 
procce:ls from ill-nature and a ſterility 


will not admit of raillery, and their diſ- 
courle has no pretenſion to ſatire but 


T gives me much deſpair in the de- 
1 ſign of reforming the world by my 
ſpeculations, when I find there always 
ariſe, from one generation to another, 
ſucceſſive cheats and bubbles, as natu- 
rally as beaſts of prey, and thoſe which 

zre to be their food. There is hardly 
a man in the world, one would think, 
ſo ignorant, as not to know that the 
ordinary quack -doctors, who publiſh 


man impoſtors and murderers ; yet ſuch 
impudence of theſe proteſiors, that the 


what was never done before, are made 
every dy. What aggravates the jeſt 


as long as the memory of man can trace 
it, and yet nothing performed, and yet 
{till prevails. As I was paſſing along 
to-day, a paper given into my hand by 
a fellow without a noſe, tells us as fol- 
lows, what good news is come to town; 
to wit, that there is now a certain cure 


juſt come from his travels. 
In Ruſſel Court, over againſt the 


in Drury Lane, is lately come from 
his travels a ſurgeon, who hath prac- 


„ aA K „„ 


N 


and land theſe twenty-four years. He, 
* by the bleſſing, cures the vellow- 


C | » . a 
: ly, lurteits, long ſea- voyages, cam- 
> Paigns, and women's miſcarriagcs, 
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of brain; eſpecially when the ſubject 


their abilities in little brown billets, diſ- 
tributed to all who paſs by, are to a 


is the credulity of the vulgar, and the 


affair ſtill goes on, and new promiſes of 


is, that even this promiſe has been made 


for the French diſeaſe, by a gentleman 


Cannon-Ball, at the Surgeons- Arms, 
tiſed ſurgery and phyſie both by ſea 


Þ Jaundice, green-fickneſs, ſcurvy, drop- 
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what is in their deſign to diſoblige. 1 
ſhould be very glad too if you would 
take notice, that a daily repetition of 
the ſame averbearing inſolence is yet 
more inſupportable, and a confirmation 
of very extraordinary dulneſs. The 
ſudden publication of this may have an 
effe& upon a notorious offender of this 
kind, whoſe reformation would redound 
very much to the ſatisfa&tion and quiet 
of your moſt humble ſervant, | 


1 3 „ F. B. 


Ne CCCCXLIV. WEDNESDAY, JULY 30. 


PARTURIUN T MON TFE 
5 Hor. Ars POET. v. 139. 


THE MOUNTAIN LAROURS, AND IS BROUGHT To-BED. 


« lying-in, &c. as ſome people that 
© has been lame theſe thirty-years can 
« teſtify ; in ſhort, he cureth all diſeaſes 
© incident to men, women, or children.“ 


If a man could be fo indolent as to 
look upon this havock of the human 
{ſpecies whici is made by vice and igno- 
rance, it would be a geod ridiculous 


work to comment upon the declaration 


of this accomplithed traveller. There 

is ſomething unaccountably taking 
among the wulgar in thoſe who come 
from a great way off. Ignorant people 
of quality, as many there are of ſuch, 
note exceſlively this way; many in- 


ſtances of which every man vill ſuggeſt 


to himſelf, without my enumeration of 
them. The ignorants of lower order, 
who cannot, like the upper ones, be 


profuſe of their money to thoſe recom- 


mended by coming from a diſtance, are 
no leſs complailant than the others, for 
they venture their lives for the tame ad- 
miration. __ 2 

The doctor is lately come from his 
c travels, and has practiſed both by fea 
and land, and therefore cures the green- 
© ficknels, long ſea- voyages, campaigns, 
an lying in.“ Both by fea and land! 
—I will not anſwer for the diftempers 
called „ fea-voyages and campaigns z” 
but I dare ſay, thoſe of * preen-licknets 
c and lying-in” might be as well taken 


care of it the doctor ſtaid aſhore. But 


the art of managing mankind, is only 
to make them ſtare a little to keep up 
their aſtoniſhment, to let nothing be 
familiar to them, but ever to have ſome- 
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thing in their ſleeve, in which they muſt 
think you are deeper than they are. 
There is an ingenious fellow, a barber, 
of my acquaintance, who, beſides his 
broken fiddle and a dried ſea-monſter, 
has a twine-cord, {trained with two 
nails, at each end, over his window, 
and the words, rainy, dry, wet, and 
ſo forth, written to denote the weather, 
according to the riſing or falling of the 
cord, We very great icholars are not apt 
to wonder at this : but I obſerveda very 
honeſt fellow, a chance cuſtomer, who ſat 
in the chair before me to be ſhaved, fix 


his eye upon this miraculous performance 


during the operation upon his chin and 
When thoſe and his head alſo were 
cleared of all incumbrances and excreſ- 
cences, he looked at the fiſh, then at the 
fiddle, {till grubling in his pockets, and 


_ caſting his eye again at the twine, and 


the words writ on each fide ; then al- 
tered his mind as to farthings, and gave 
my. friend a ſilver ſix-pence. The bu- 
ſineſs, as I ſaid, is to keep up the amaze- 


ment; and if my friend had had only 
the ſkeleton and kit, he mult have been 
contented with a leſs payment. But 


the doctor we were talking of, adds to 
his long voyages, the teſtimony of ſome 
people that has been thirty years 
lame. When J received my paper, a 


ſagacious fellow took one at the ſame 
time, and read until he came to the 
thirty years confinement of his friends, 


and went off very well convinced of the 
doctor's ſufficiency. You have many 
of theſe prodigious perſons, who have 
had ſome extraordinary accident at their 


birth, or a great diſaſter in lome part of 


their lives. Any thing, however fo- 
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reign from the buſineſs the people want 
of you, will convince them of your 
ability in that you profeſs. There is a 
doctor in Mouſe Alley, near Wapping, 
wno ſets up for curing cataracts upon 
the credit of having, as his bill ſets 
forth, loſt an eye in the emperor's (er. 
vice. His patients come in upon this, 
and he ſhews his muſter- roll, which con- 
firms that he was in his Imperial ma- 
jeſty's troops; and he puts out their 
eyes with great ſucceſs. Who would 
believe that a man ſhould be a doctor 
for the cure of burſten children, by de. 
claring that his father and grandfather 
were born burſten ? 


bican, has made a pretty penny by that 
aſſeveration. The generality go upon 


their firſt conception, and think no fur 


ther; all the reſt is granted. They take 
it, that there is ſomething uncommon 
in you, and give you credit for the reſt. 
You may be ſure it is upon that I go, 
when ſometimes, let it be to the purpole 
or not, ] keep a Latin ſentence in my 


front; and I was not a little pleated 


when I obſerved one of my readers lay, 


_ caſting his eye on my twentieth paper 
«© More Latin (till ? What a prodigious 
© ſcholar is this man!” 


But as I have 
here taken much liberty with this learn- 
ed doctor, I muſt make up all I have 
ſaid by repeating what he ſeenis fo be 
in earneſt in, and honeſtiy promiſe to 
thoſe who will not receive him as a great 
man; to wit—* That from eight to 
* twelve, and from two till fix, he at- 
« tends for the good of the public to 
bleed for three-pence.“ | 


+ ; 


Ne CCCCXLV. THURSDAY, JULY 3r. 


TANTI NON Es, 418. 


SAPIS, LUPERCE . 1 


MART. Er. cxviIII. Le 1. Ve VL T. 


YOU SAY, LUPERCUS, WHAT I WRITE 


 1'N'T WORTH SO MUCH: YOU'RE IN THE RIGHT» 


5 HIS is the day on which many 


1 eminent authors will probably 
publiſh their laſt words. 
that few of our weekly hiſtorians, who 


are men that above all others delight in 
war, will be able to ſubſiſt under the 


weight of a ſtamp, and an approaching 
eace. A ſheet of blank paper that muſt 
have this new imprimatur clapped upon 


— 


> i 


I am afraid 


it, before it is qualified to communicate 


any thing to the public, will make it's 
way in the world but very heavily. In 


ſhort, the neceſſity of carrying a ftamp, 
and the improbability of notifying 2 


bloody battle, will, T am afraid, both 
concur to the ſinking of thoſe thin fo- 
lios, which have every other day retailed 
to us the hiſtory of Europe for ſeveral 


| But Charles In. 
goltſon, next door to the Harp in Bar. 


" * 
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years laſt paſt.. A facetious friend of 
mine who loves a pun, calls this preſent 
mortality among authors The fall of 
« the leaf. 

I remember, upon Mr. Baxter's death, 
there was publiſhed a ſheet of very good 
ſayings, inſeribed—“ The laſt words of 
t Mr. Baxter. The title fold ſo great 
a number of theſe papers, that about a 
week after there came out a ſecond ſheet, 
inſeribed More laſt words of Mr, 
Baxter. In the ſame manner I have 
reaſon to think, that ſeveral ingenious 
writers, who have taken their leave of 
the public, in farewel papers, will not 
give over ſo, but intend to appear again, 
though perhaps under another form; 
and with a different title. Be that as it 
will, it is my buſineſs, in this place, to 
give an account of my own intentions, 
and to acquaint my reader with the mo- 
tives by which I act, in this great criſis 
of the republic of letters. 

I have been long debating in my own 
| heart, whether I ſhould throw up my 
pen, as an author that is caſhiered by 
the act of parliament, which is to ope- 
rate within theſe four and twenty hours, 
or whether I ſhould {till perſiſt in laying 
my ſpeculations, from day to day, be- 
fore the public. The argument which 
prevails with me moſt on the firſt tide 
of the queſtion is, that I am informed 
by my bookſeller he muſt raiſe the price 
of every ſingle paper to two-pence, or 
that he ſhall not be able to pay the duty 
of it. Now as I am very deſirous my 
readers ſhould have their learning as 
cheap as poſſible, it is with great diffi- 
culty that T comply with him in this 
particular, * . 

However, upon laying my reaſons to- 
gether in the balance, I find that thoſe 


work, have much the greater weight. 
For, in the firſt place, in recompence 
for the expence to which this will put 
my readers, it is to be hoped they may 


ſtruction as will be a very good equi- 
valent. And in order to this, I would 


after the peruſal of it, docs not find 


tion, does not believe that he has had 
two-pennyworth of mirth or infiruc- 
tion for his money. © | 
But I muſt confeſs there is another 
motive, which prevails with me more 


who plead for the continuance of this 


receive from every paper ſo much in- 


not adviſe any one to take it in, who, 


himſelf two-pence the wiſer or the bet 
ter man for it; or who, upon examina- 
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than the former. I conſider that the 
tax on paper was given for the ſupport 
of the government; and as I have ene- 
mies, who are apt to pervert every thing 
I do or hay, 1 fear they would aſcribe 
the laying down my paper, on ſuch an 
occaſion, to a ſpirit 97 malecontented- 
neſs, which I am reiolved none ſhall 
ever juſtly upbraid me with. No, L 
ſhall glory in contributing my utmoſt 
to the public weal; and if my country 
receives five or fix pounds a day by my 
labours, I ſhall be very well pleaſed to 


find myſelt fo uſeful a member. It is 


a received maxim, that no honeſt man 


ſhould enrich himſelf by methods that 


are prejudicial to the community in 


which he lives; and by the ſame rule I 


think we may pronounce the perſon to 


deſerve very well of his countrymen, 
whole labours bring more into the pub- 


lie coffers, than into his own pocket. 


Since I have mentioned the word ene- 
mies, I muſt explain myſelf fo far as to 
acquaint my reader, that I mean only 


the inſignificant party zealots on both 


ſides : men of ſuch poor narrow ſouls, 
that they are not capable of thinking on 
any thing but with an eye to Whig or 
Tory. During the courſe of this paper, 
J have been accuſed by theſe deſpicable 
wretches, of trimming, time-ſerving, 
perſonal reflection, ſecret ſatire, and the 
like. Now though in theſe my compo- 
ſitions, it is viſible to any reader of 


common ſenſe, that I conſider nothing 


but my ſubje&, which is always of an 
indifferent nature; how is it poſſible for 


me to write fo clear of party, as not ta 
lie open to the cenſures of thoſe who 


will be applying every ſentence, and 


finding out perſons and things in it 
which it has no regard to. 


Several paltry ſcribblers and declaim- i 


ers have done me the honour to be dull 
upon me in refle&tions of this nature; 
but notwithſtanding my name has been 
ſometimes traduced by this contemptible 
tribe of men, I have hitherto avoided 
all animadverſions upon them. The 
truth of it is, I am afraid of making 
them appear conſiderable by taking no- 


tice of them, for they are like thoic im- 


perceptible inſects which are diſcovered 
by the microſcope, and cannot be made 
the ſubje& of obiervation without be- 
HFaving mentioned thoſe few who 
have ſhewn themſelves the enemies of 
this paper, I ſhould be very WOES! 


ing magnified. 
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to the public, did I not at the ſame time 
reſtity my gratitude to thoſe who are it's 
friends, in which number I may reckon 
many of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons 
arties, and profeſ- 
fions, in the iſle of Great Britain. I 
am not ſo vain as to think this appro- 
bation is ſo much due to the pertorm- 
ance as to the deſign. There is, and 
ever will be, juſtice enough in the world, 
to afford patronage and protection for 


thoſe who endeavour to advance truth 


and virtue, without regard to the paſ- 


| Hons and prejudices of any particular 
Cauſe or faction. 


If J have any other 
merit in me, it is taat I have new- pointed 
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all the batteries of ridicule. They have 
been generally planted againſt perſons 


who have appeared ſerious rather than 


ablurd ; or at belt, have aimed rather at 
what is untathionable. than what is vi. 


cious. For my own part, J have endea- 


voured to make nothing ridiculous that 
is not in ſome meaſure criminal. I haye 
ſet up the immoral man as the obic& of 
deriſion: in ſhort, if I have nst formed 
a new weapon againſt vice and irreli— 


gion, I have at leaſt ſhewn how thr 


weanon may be put to a right uſe which 


has often fought the battles of im- 


piety nd profaneneſs. 
| | C 


Ne CCCCXLVI. FRIDAY, AUGUST rt. 


li PECEAT, QUID NON; QUO VIRTUS, QUO FERAT ERROR. 


WHAT FIT, WHAT NOT; WHAT EXCELLENT, OR III. 


INCE two or three writers of co- 
medy, who are ndw living, have 


taken their farcwel of the Rage, thoſe 


who ſucceed them finding themſelves in- 
capable of fiüng up to their wit, hu- 
mour, and good ſcnſe, have only imi- 


tated them in ſome of thoſe looſe un- 
guarded ſtrokes, in winch they com- 


plied with the corrupt taſte of the more 
vicious part of their audience. When 
perſons of a low genius attempt this 
kind of writing, they know no difference 
between being merry and being lewd. 


It is with an «ye to ſome of theſe dege- 


nerate compoſitions that I have written 
the following diſecurſe. 1 
Were our Englith ſtage but half fo 
virtuous as that of the Greeks cr Ro- 


mans, we ſhould quickly ſee the in- 
 Auence of it in the behaviour of all the 
politer part of mankind. 
de faſhionable to ridicule religion, or 
it's profeſſors; the man of pleaſure 
would not be the compleat gentleman ; 


It would not 


vanity would be out of countenance; and 


every quality which is ornamental to 


human nature, would meet with that 
eſteem which is due to it. 


If the Engliſh Rage were under the 


fame regulations the Athenian was for- 
merly, it would have the ſame effect that 
had, in recommending the religion, the 
government, and public worſhip of it's 
country. Were our plays ſubject to 


proper inſpections and limitations, we 


Hok, ARS POET. v. 308. 


Roscoumox. 


might not only paſs away ſeveral of out 


vacant hours in the higheſt entertain. 
ment, but ſnould always riſe from them 


wiler and better than we ſat down to 


them. . 1 0 
It is one of the moſt unaccountable 
things in our age, that the lewdneſs ot 
our theatre ſhould be ſo much com- 
plained of, ſo well expoſed, and ſo little 


redreſſed. It is to be hoped, that ſome 


time or other we may be at leiſure to 


reſtrain the licentiovſneſs of the theatre, 

and make it contribute it's aſſiſtance to 
the advancement of morality, and to the 
_ reformation of the age. 


As matters 
ſtand at preſent, multitudes are ſhut out 
from this noble diverſion, by reaſon of 


| thoſe abuſes and corruptions that ac- 


company it. A father is often afraid 
that his daughter ſhould be ruined by 


thoſe entertamments, which were in- 
vented for the accompliſhment and re- 


fining of human nature. The Athenian 
and Roman plays were written with 


fach a regard to morality, that Socrates 


uſed to frequent the one, and Cicero the 
other, | 5 

It happened once indeed that Cato 
dropped into the Roman theatre, when 


the Floralia were to be repreſented : and 


as in that performance, which was 4 


kind of religious ceremony, there wers 
ſevxeral indecent parts to be acted, the 


people refuſed to ſee them wuilit Cato 


was preſent, Martial vn this hint * 


the 
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the following epigram, which we muſt 
luppoſe was applied to ſome grave friend 
ol his, that had been accidentally preſent 
it ſome ſuch entertainment: 


5 2 jeciſæ dulce crim ſacrum F lirzs 

= Feftoſque luſus, et licentiam vg, : 

W (r in theatrum, Cato ſevere, veniſti? 

. ideo tantiùm ventras, ut exires 4 

3 | EPIC. I, Le Is 
= Why doſt thou come, great cenſor of thy age, 
o ſee the looſe diverſions of the ſtage ? 
Wich awful countenance and brow feyere, 
& What in the name of goodneſs doſt thou here ? 
Fee the mixt crowd! how giddy,lewd and vain? 
© pid thou come in but to go out again ? 


An accident of this nature might hap- 


and Romans; but they were too wile 
and good to let the conſtant nightly en- 
tertainment be of fuch a nature, that 


i not be at it. Whatever vices are repre- 
bented upon the ſtage, they ought to be 


not to appear either laudable or amiable 


hut if we look into the Engliſh come- 
dies above-mentioned, we ſhouid think 
&- they were formed upon a quite contrary 
E maxim, and that this rule, though it held 
good upon the heathen ſtage, was not to 
be regarded in chriſtian theatres. There 
s another rule likewiſe, which was ob- 
kberved by authors of antiquity, and 
which theſe modern geniuſes have no 


an improper ſubject for ridicule. Now 
a ſubject is improper for ridicule, it it 
is apt to ſtir up horror and commiſera- 
non rather than laughter. For this 
raalon, we do not find any comedy, in 
b polite an author as Terence, raiſed 
E upon the violations of the marriage bed. 
Tube falſhood of the wife or huſband has 


1 
* 
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en once in an age among the Greeks 


people of the moſt ſenſe and virtue could 


bo marked and branded by the poet, as 


in the perſon who is tainted with them. | 


E regard to, and that was never to chuſe 


W given occaſion to noble tragedies, but a 
vcipio and Lelius would have looked 
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band that is a little grave or elderly, 
generally meets with the ſame fate. 
Knights and baronets, country ſquires, 
and jaſtices of the quorum, come up to 
town tor no other purpoſe. I have ſeen 
poor Dogget cuckolded in all theſe ca- 
pacities. In ſhort, our Engliſh writers 
are as frequently ſevere upon this inno- 
cent unhappy creature, commonly known 


buy the name of 4 Cuckold, as the an- 


cient comic writers were upon an eating 
paraſite, or a vain-glorious ſoldier. 

At the ſaine time the poet ſo contrives 
matters that the two criminals are the 
favourites of the audience. We fit ſtill, 
and wifi well to them through the whole 
play, are pleaſed when they meet with 
proper opportunities, and out of hu- 
mour when they are diſappointed. The 
truth of it is, the accoinpliſhet gentle- 
man upon the Engliſh ſtage, is the per- 
ſon that is familiar with other men's 
wives, and indifferent to his own; as 
the fine woman is generally a compo- 
{tion of fprightlineſs and falſhood. 1 
do not know whether it proceeds from 
barrenneſs of invention, depravation of 


manners, or ignoxance of mankind, but 


I have often wondered that our ordi- 
nary poets cannot frame to themſelves 
the idea of a fine man who is not à 


whoremaſter, or of a fine woman that is 


not a jilt. TE ” 
I have ſometimes thought of compil- 
ing a ſyſtem of ethics out of the writings 
of thoſe corrupt poets, under the title of 
Stage Morality, But I have been di- 


verted from this thought by a projet 


which has been executed by an ingenious 


gentleman of my acquaintance. He 
has compoled, it ſeems, the hiftory of a 


young fellow, who has taken all his 
notions of the world from the ſtage, 
and who has directed himſelf in every 
circumſtance of his life and converſa- 
tion, by the maxims and examples of 
the fine gentlemen in Engliſh comedies. 
If I can prevail upon him to give me @ 
copy of this new-taſhioned novel, T will 


beſtow on it a place in my works, and 


queſtion not but it may have as good an 
effect upon the drama, as Don Quixote 


had upon roinance. ; Cc 
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Ne CCCOXLVIL, SATURDAY, AUGUST a, 


®On14} TWoAvy c0VHv (ABNETYY Zpaevaly bite x, ON 
Taurny av0pwroot TEAEUTWO AY UGV EVAL, 


LONG EXERCISEz MY FRIEND, INURES THE MIND 
AND WHAT WE ONCE DISLIK'D WE PLEASING FIND. 


HERE is not a common ſaying 
Which has a better turn of ſenſe in 

it, than what we often hear in the mouths 
of the vulgar, that cuſtom is a ſecond 
nature. It is indeed able to form the 
man anew, and to give him inclinations. 
and capacities altogether different from 
thoſe he was born with. Dr. Plot, in 


his hiſtory of Staffordſhire, tells us of 


an ideot that chancing to live within the 
ſound of a clock, and always amuſing 
himſelf with counting the hour of the 


day whenever the clock ftruck, the 


clock being ſpoiled by ſome accident, 
the ideot continued to ſtrike and count 
the hour without the help of it, in the 
ſame manner as he had done when it 
was intire. Though I dare not vouch 


for the truth of this ſtory, it is very 


certain that cuſtom has a mechanical ef- 


| fect upon the body, at the fame time that. 
it has a very extraordinary influence 
upon the mind. | 1 


I ſhall in this paper conſider one very 
remarkable effect which cuſtom has upon 
Human nature, and which, if rightly 


_ obſerved, may lead us into very uſeful 


rules of life, What I ſhall here take 


notice of in cuſtom, is it's wonderful 


efficacy in making every thing pleaſant 


to us. A perion who is addicted to 


| play or gaming, though he took but 
little delight in it at firſt, by degrees 
contracts ſo ſtrong an inclination to- 


wards it, and gives himſelf up fo intire- 


ly to it, that it ſeems the only end of 
his being. The love of a retired or 


buſy life will grow upon a man inſenſi- 


bly, as he is converſant in the one or 
the other, till he is utterly unqualified 
ior reliſhiag that to which he has been 
for ſome time diſuſed. Nay, a man may 
fmoke, or drink, or take ſnuff, till he is 
unable to paſs away his time witnout it; 
not to mention how our delight in any 
particular ſtudy, art, or icience, riſes 
end improves in proportion to the appli- 
cation which we beſtow upon it. Thus 


What was at firſt an exerciſe, becomes 
at length an entertainment. Our em- 
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in which ſhe has uſed to walk. 


once got a reliſh of them, generally re. 
tains 1t for life. 


ployments are changed into our diver. 
tons. The mind grows fond of tho{ 
actions ſhe is accuſtomed to, and i 
drawn with relu&tancy from thoſe paths 


Not only ſuch actions as were at firl 
indifferent to us, but even ſuch as were 
painful, will, by cuſtom and practice, 
become pleaſant. Sir Francis Bacon 
obſerves in his natural philoſophy, that 
our taſte is never pleaſed better than 
with thoſe things which at firſt created 
a diſguit in it. He gives particular in- 
ſtances of claret, coffee, and other li. 
quors, which the palate ſeldom approves 
upon the firſt taſte; but when it has 


The mind is conſti- 
tuted after the ſame manner, and after 
having habituated herſelfsto any parti- 
cular exerciſe or employment, not only 
loſes her firſt averſion towards it, hut 
conceives a certain fondneſs and affec- 
tion for it. I have heard one of th: 
greateſt geniuſes this age has produced, 
who had been trained up in all the polite 
ſtudies of antiquity, aſſure me, upon his 
being obliged to ſearch into ſeveral roll 
and records, that notwithſtanding ſuch 
an employment was at firſt very dry and 
irkſome to him, he at laſt took an incre- 
dible pleaſure in it, and preferred it evel 
to the reading of Virgil or Cicero. The 
reader will obſerve, that I have not here 
conſidered cuſtom as it makes thing 
eaſy, but as it renders them delightful; 
and though others have often made th 
ſame reflections, it is poſſible they mij 
not have drawn thoſe uſes from it, with 
which I intend to fill the remaining pat 
of this paper. 5 
If we conſider attentively this ple. 
perty of human nature, it may inftru 
us in very fine moralities. In the - 
place, I would have no man diſcourage 
with that kind of life or ſeries of action 
in which the choice of others, cr ft 
own neceſſities, may have engaged — 
It may perhaps be very diſagrecable 1 
him at firſt; but uſe and applicator 


certainly render it not only leſs painful, 
— — and ſatis factory. 
In the ſecond place, I would recom- 
mend to every one that admirable pre- 
cept which Pythagoras is ſaid to have 
given to his diſciples, and which that 


| obſervation J have enlarged upon Op- 
© faciel jucundifſumum — Pitch upon 
| «that courſe of life which is the moſt 


excellent, and cuſtom will render it 


E cumſtances will permit them to chooſe 
their own way of life, are inexcuſable, 


W judgment tells them is the moſt lauda · 
ble. The voice of reaſon is more to be 
| regarded than the bent of any preſent 


mentioned, inclination' will at length 


el come over to reaſon, though we can ne- 
n. ver force reaſon to comply with inelina- 
l . 5 
In the third place, this obſervation 
1; map teach che moſt ſenſual and irreligi- - 
e. ous man, to overlo6k thoſe hardſhips 
fü and difficulties, which are apt to dif- 
ter courage him from the proſecution of a 
tj. WE virtuous life. © The gods, ſaid He- 
ily WS fiol, have placed labour before virtue; 
hut the way to her is at firſt rough and 
ec⸗ difficult, but grows more ſmooth and 
the 1 eaſy the furtfier you advance in it.“ 
ed, | The man who proceeds in it, with ſteadi- 
lite neſs and reſolution, will in a little time 
his find that © her ways are ways of plea- 
olls | © ſantneſs, and that all her paths are 
luch peace.) V 
and | Toenforce this conſideration, we may 
cre- further obſerve, that the praRtice of re- 
vt ligion will not only be attended with 
The | that pleaſure, which naturally accom- 
here | poo thoſe actions to which we are 
ing bituated, but with thoſe ſupernume- 
ful; rary joys of heart, that riſe from the 
, the conſciouſneſs of ſuch a pleaſure, from 
ma | the ſatisfaction of acting up to the dic« 
with tates of reaſon, and from the proſpect 
pat of an happy immortality. . 

| In the fourth place; we may learn 
po from this obſervation which we have 
tru made on the mind of man, to take par- 
e fit tieular care when we are once ſettled in 
raged a regular courſe of life, how we too 
gion, | * indulge ourſelves in any the 
jr his mort innocent diverſions and entertain- 
him. ments, ſince the mind may inſenſibly 
ble to tall off from the reliſh of virtuous ac- 
n will Mons, and, by degrees, exchange that 


philoſopher mult have drawn from the 


i timumvitæ genus eligito, nam conſuetudo 


| © the moſt delightful.“ Men whoſe: cir- 


if they do not purſue that which their 


| inelination, ſince by the rule above- 
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pleaſure which it takes in the perform- 
ance of it's duty, for delights of a 
mach more inferior and unprofitable 
nature | 

The laſt uſe which I ſhall make of 
this remarkable property in human na- 
ture, of being delighted with thoſe ace 


tions to which it is accuſtomed, is to 
ſhew how abſolutely neceſſary it is for 


us to gain habits of virtue in this life, 


if we would enjoy the pleaſures of the 


next. The ſtate of bliſs we call Heaven 


will not be capable of affecting thoſe 


minds, which are not thus qualified for 
it; we muſt, in this world, gain a re- 


liſh of truth and virtue, if we would be 
able to taſte that knowledge and perfec- 
tion, which are to make us happy in the 


next. Phe ſeeds of thoſe ſpiritual joys 


and raptures, which are to riſe up and 
flouriſh' in the foul to all eternity, muſt 
be planted in her during this her preſent 
ſtate of probation. In thort, heaven is 


not to be looked upon only as the re- 


ward, but as the natural effect of a re- 


ligious life. 


On the other hand, thoſe evil ſpirits, 
who, by long cuftom, have contraſted 
in the body habits of Iuſt and ſenſuality, 
malice and revenge, an averſion. to every 
thing that is good, juſt, or laudable, afe 
naturally ſeaſoned and prepared for pain 
and mifery. Their torments have al- 


* 
- 


ready taken root in them ; they cannot 
ted of the body, 
unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that Proyidence 
will, in a manner, create them anew, 
and work a miracle in the rectification 
of their faculties; They may, indeed, 
taſte a kind of malignant A in 


be happy when diveſted of 


thoſe actions to which they are accuſ- 
tomed, whilſt in this life; but when they 


are removed from all thoſe objects which 
are here apt to gratify them, they will 
naturally become their own tormentors, 
and cheriſh in themſelves thoſe painful 
habits of mind which are called in Scrip- 


ture phraſe—* The worm which never 


© dies.” This notion of heaven and 
hell is fo very conformable to the light 

of nature, that it was ditcovered by ſe- 
veral of the moſt exalted heathens. It 
has been finely improved by many emi- 


nent divines of the laſt age, as in parti- 


cular by Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Dr. 
Sherlock: but there is none who has 


raiſed ſuch noble ſpeculation upon it as 
Dr. Scott, in the firſt book of his Chriſ- 


tian Life, which is one of the fineſt and 
moſt rational ſchemes of divinity, that 
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There are many cauſes to whic 


vited to elſewhere. 


fortune to eat with him, he was yg 


888 


is written in our tongue, or in any other. 
That excellent author has ſhewn how 
every particular cuſtom and habit of 
virtue will, in it's own nature, produce 
the heaven, or a ſtate of happineſs, in 
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him who ſhall hereafter practiſe it: as, 
on the contrary, how every cuſtom or 
habit of vice will be the natural hell of 
him in whom it ſubſiſts. 18 


No CCCCXLVII. MONDAY, AUGUST 4. 


FOEDIUS HOC ALIQUID QUANDOQUE AUDERIS, 


Juv. SAT. 11. v. 82. 


IN TIME TO GREATER BASENESS YOU'LL PROCEED. 


T HE firſt ſteps towards ill are very 
carefully to be avoided, for men 
inſenſibly go on when they are once en- 
tered, and do not keep up a lively ab- 
horrence of the leaſt unworthineſs. There 


zs a cextain frivolous falſhood that people 
indulge themſelves in, which ought to 


be had in greater deteſtation than it 


commonly meets with: what I mean is a2 


negle& of promiſes made on ſmall and 
indifferent occaſions, ſuch as parties of 
pleaſure, entertainments, and ſometimes 
meetings out of curioſity, in men of like 
faculties to be in each other's * 

one 


may aſſign this light infidelity. Jack 


Sippet never keeps the hour he has ap- 
2 to come to a friend's to dinner; 


ut he is an inſignificant fellow who 
does it out of vanity. He could never, 


he knows, make any figure in company, 


but by giving a little diſturbance at his 
entry, and therefore takes care to drop 


in when he thinks you are juſt ſeated. 


He takes his place after having diſcom- 


5 every body, and deſires there may 


e no ceremony; then does he begin to 


call himſelf the ſaddeſt fellow, in diſ- 


appointing ſo many places as he was in- 
It is the fop's va- 
nity to name houſes of better chear, and 


to acquaint you that he choſe your's out 
of ten dinners which he was obliged to 


be at that day. The laſt time I had the 


ing how very. fat he ſhould have been 


had he eaten all he had ever been invited 
to. But it is impertinent to dwell upon 


the manners of ſuch a wretch as obliges 
all whom he diſappoints, though his-cir- 
cumſtances eonſtrain them to be civil to 


bim. But there are thoſe that every one 


would be glad to ſee, who fall into the 
ſame deteſtable habit. It is a mercileſs 


thing that any one can be at eaſe, and 


ſuppoſe a ſet of people whe have a kind- 


neſs for him, at that moment waiting 
out of reſpe& to him, and refuſing to 
taſte their tood or converſation, with the 
utmoſt impatience.'-. One of theſe pro. 
miſers ſometimes ſhall make his excuſes 
for not coming at all, ſo late that halt 
the company have. only to lament, that 
they have neglected matters of moment 
to meet him whom they find a trifler, 
They immediately repent of the value 
[they had for him; and ſuch treatment 
repeated, makes company never depend 
upon his promiſes any more; ſo that he 
often comes at the middle of a meal, 
where he is ſecretly ſlighted by the per- 
ſons with whom he eats, and curſed by 
the ſervants, whoſe dinner is delayed by 
his prolonging their maſter's entertain- 
ment. It is wonderful, that men guilty. 
this way, could never have obſerve, 
that the whiling time, and gathering to- 
gether, and waiting a little before din- 
ner, 1s the moſt aukwardly paſſed away 
of any part of the four and twenty hours, 
If they did think at all, they would rc- 
flect upon their guilt, in lengthening 
ſuch a ſuſpenſion of agreeable life. The 
conſtant offending this way, has, in a 
degree, an effect upon the honeſty of 
his mind who is guilty of it, as com- 
mon ſwearing is a kind of habitual per- 
jury: it makes the ſoul unattentive to 
what an oath is, even while it utters git 
at the lips. Phocion beholding a wor- 
thy orator, while he was making a mag- 
nificent ſpeech to the people, full of 
vain promiſes—* Methinks, ſaid he, I 
am nov fixing my eyes upon a cyprels- 
© tree; it has all the pomp and beauty 
* imaginable in it's branches, leaves and 
© height, but alas it bears no fruit. 
Though the expeRation which is rail- | 
ed by impertinent promiſes is thus bar- 
ren, their confidence, even after failures, 
is ſo great, that they ſubſiſt by ſtill pro- 
 Mifing on. I have heretofore diſcourie 
10 | | | 9 
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of the inſignificant liar, the boaſter, and 
. the Alle builder, and treated them as 
no ill-deſigning men, (though they are 
to be placed among the frivolouſly falſe 
ones) but perſons who fall into that way 


purely to recommend themſelves by their 


vivacities; but indeed I cannot let heed- 
eſs promiſers, though in the moſt mi- 
nute circumſtances, paſs with fo ſlight a 
cenſure. If a man ſhould take a reſo- 


lution to pay only ſums above an hun- 


dred pounds, and yet contract with dif- 
ferent people debts of five and ten, how 
long can we ſuppoſe he will keep his 
credit? This man will as long ſupport 


makes aſſignations which he is indifferent 
whether he keeps or not. 

Jam the 'maxe ſevere upon this vice, 
becauſe-I have been ſo unfortunate as to 
be a very great criminal myſelf. Sir 
Andrew Freeport, and all my other 
friends who are ſcrupulous to promiſes 


of the meaneſt conſideration imaginable, 


from an habit of virtue that way, have 
often upbraided me with it. I take 


ſhame upon myſelf for this crime, and 


more particularly for the greatelt I ever 
committed of the ſort,that when as agree- 
able a company of gentlemen and ladies, 
as ever were got together, and I for- 
ſooth, Mr. Spectator, to be of the party 
with women of merit, like à booby as I 
was, miſtook the time of meeting, and 
came the nightfollowing. I wiſh every 
fool who 1s negligent in this kind, may 


have as great a loſs as J had in this; for 


the fame company will never meet more, 
but are diſperſed into various parts of 
the world, and J am left under the com- 
punction that I deſerve, in ſo many dif- 
ferent places to be called a trifler. _ 


This fault is ſometimes to be account- 


ed for, when deſirable people are fearful 
ol appearing preciſe and reſerved by de- 
nials; but they will find the apprehen- 


hon of that imputation will betray them 


into a childiſh impotence of mind, and 


make them promiſe all who are ſo kind 


to alk it of them. This leads ſuch ſoft 


creatures into the misfortune of ſeeming | 


to return overtures of good-will with 
ingratitude. The firſt ſteps in the breach 
of a man's- integrity are much more im- 
portant than men are aware of. The 


man who ſcruples breaking his word in 


little things would not ſuffer in his own 
_ conlcience ſo great pain for failures of 


conſequence, as he who thinks every 


planation. 
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little offence againſt truth and juſtice a 
diſparagement. We ſhould not make 


any thing we ourſelves diſapprove habi- 


tual to us, if we would be ſure of our 
integrity. By Nt. 

I remember a falſhood of the trivial 
ſort, though not in relation to aſſigna- 
tions, that expoſed a man to a very un- 
eaſy adventure. Will Trap and Jack 
St int were chamber- fellows in the Inner- 
Temple about twenty-five years ago. 
They one night fat in the pit together at 
a comedy, where they both obſerved and 


liked the ſame young woman in the 
boxes. 


his good name in buſineſs, as he will in 
converſation, who without difficulty 


Their kindneſs for her entered 
both hearts deeper than they imagined. 


Stint had a good faculty in writing let- 
ters of love, and made his addreſs pri- 
vately that way; while Trap proceeded 


in the ordinary courſe, by money and 
her waiting-maid. The lady gave them 


both encouragement, receiving Trap 
into the utmoſt favour, and anſwering 


at the ſame time Stint's letters, and 
giving him appointments at third places. 
Trap began to ſuſpect the epiſtolary cor- 
reſpondence of his friend, and diſcovered 
alſo that Stint opened all his letters 


which came to their common lodgings, 
in order to form his own aſſignations. 


After much anxiety and reſtleſſneſs Trap 


came to a reſolution, which he thought 
would break off their commerce with 


one another without any hazardous ex- 
He therefore writ a letter in 
a feigned hand to Mr. Trap at his cham- 
bers in the Temple. Stint, according 
to cuſtom, ſeized and opened it, and 
was not a little ſurpriſed to find the in- 


fide directed to himſelf, when, with 


great perturbation of ſpirits, he read as 
follows: | | | 


e ion | 

you have gained a flight ſatisfaction 
at the expence of doing a very hein- 
ous crime. At the price of a faithful 


friend you have obtained an inconſtant 
miſtreſs. I rejoice in this expedient I 


have thought of to break my mind to 


you, and tell you, you are a.baſe fel- 
| de by a means which does nat expoſe 
you to the affront except you deſerve it. 
1 know, Sir, as criminal as you are, 
you have ſtill ſhame enough to avenge 


yourſelf againſt the hardineſs of any one 


that ſhould publicly tell you of it. I 


therefore, who have received ſo many 
{ſecret hurts from you, ſhall take ſatiſ- 
faction with ſafety to myſelf, I call you 

s Us baſe 
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baſe, and you muſt bear it, or acknow- 
ledge it; I triumph over you that you 
cannot come at me; nor do I think it 
 difhonourable to come in armour to aſ- 
fault him, who was in ambuſcade when 
he wounded me. 

'What need more be ſaid to convince 
you of being guilty of the baſeſt prac- 


tice imaginable, than that it is ſuch as 
has made you liable to be treated after 
this manner, while you yourſelf cannot 
in your own conſcience but albw the 


Juſtice of the upbraidings of your in. 


jur ed friend, 


| W. TRA. 
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A BOOK THE CHASTEST MATRON MAY -PERUSE. 


WE I refle& upon my labours 


for the public, I cannot but ob- 


ſerve, that part of the ſpecies, of which 


J profeſs myſelf a friend and guardian, 


is ſometimes treated with ſeverity; that 
is, there are in my writings many de- 
ſcriptions given of ill perſons, and not 


any direct encomium made of thoſe who 


are good. When I was convinced of 
this error, I could not but immediately 
call to mind ſeveral of the fair-ſex of 
my acquaintance, whoſe characters de- 
- ſerve to be tranſmitted to poſterity in 
writings which will long outlive mine. 
But I do not think that a reaſon why I 
ſhould not give them their place in my 


diurnal as long as it will laſt. For the 


ſervice therefore of my female readers, I 


ſhall ſingle out ſome characters of maids, 
wives, and widows, which deſerve the 


 imitation- of the ſex. She who ſhall lead 
this (mall illuſtrious number of h:roines 
| hall be the amiable Fidelia. 4 


Before I enter upon the particular 


parts of her character, it is neceſſary to 
preface that ſhe is the only child of a de- 
crepid father, whoſe life is bound up in 


hers. This gentleman has uſed Fide- 


lia from her cradle with all the tender- 
neſs imaginable, and has viewed her 


growing perfections with the partiality 


f-a parent, that ſoon thought her ac- 
compliſhed above the children of all other 
men, but never thought ſhe was come 


to the utmoſt improvement of which the 


herſelf was capable. This fondneſs has 
had very happy effeöts upon his ow 


happinets; for the reads, ſhe dances, ſhe 


fings, uſes her ſpinnet and lute to the ut- 
moſt perfoction: and the lady's uſe of 
all theſe excellencies, is to divert the old 
man in his eaſy chair, when he is out 
of the pangs of 'a chronical diſtemper. 


Fidelia is now m the twenty-third year 
of her age; but the application of many 
lovers, ther vigorous time of life, her 
quick ſenſe of all that is truly gallant- 
and elegant in the enjoyment of-a plen- 
tiful fortune, are not able to draw her 
from the fide of her good old father. 
Certain it is, that there is no kind of 
affection ſo pure and angelic as that of a 
father to a daughter. He beholds her 
both with and without regard to her 
ſex. In love to our wives there is de- 


fire, to our ſons there is ambition; but 


in that to our daughters, there is ſome- 
thing which there are no words to ex- 
preſs. Her life is deſigned wholly do- 


meſtic, and ſhe is ſo ready a- friend and | 


companion, that every thing that paſſes 


about a man, is accompanied with the 


idea of her preſence. Her ſex allo is na- 
turally fo much expoſed to hazard, both 
as to fortune -and innocence, that there 


is perhaps a new cauſe of fondneſs ariſ- 
ing from that conſideration alſo. None 
but fathers can have a true ſenſe of theſe 


ſort of pleaſures and ſenſations; but my 
familiarity with the father of Fidelia, 
makes me let drop the words which [ 
have heard him ſpeak, and obſerve upon 
his tenderneſs towards her. | 

Fidelia, on her part, as I was going to 
fay, as accompliſhed as ſhe is, with all 
her beauty, wit, air, and mien, employs 


her whole time in care and attendance 


upon her father. How have I been 
charmed to ſee one of the molt beaute- 
ous women the age has produced on her 
knees helping on an old man's {iipper ! 
Her filial regard to him is What ſhe 


makes her diverſion, her buſineſs, and 


her glory. When ſhe was aſked by a 
friend of her deceaſed mother to admit 
of the courtſhip of her ton, the . 
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of one ſo near to her, but that during 


her father's life ſne would admit into 6 


her heart no value for any thing that 
ſhould interfere with her endeavour to 
make his remains of life as happy and 
eaſy as could be expected in his circum- 
ſtances. The lady admoniſhed her of 
the prime of life with a ſmile; which 
Fidelia anſwered with a frankneſs that 
always attends unfeigned virtue It is 
true, Madam, there is to be ſure very 
great ſatisfactions to be expected in 
« the commerce of a man of honour, 
«© whom one tenderly loves; but I find 
« ſo much ſatis faction in the reflection, 
e how much I mitigate a good man's 
« pains, whoſe welfare depends upon 
« my aſſiduity about him, that I will- 
© ingly exclude the looſe gratifications 
« of paſſion for the ſolid reflections of 
« duty. I know not whether any man's 
© wife would be allowed, and (what I 
« ſtill more fear) I-know not whether I, 
ea wife, ſhould be willing to he as of- 
e ficious as I am at preſent about my 
parent. The happy father has her 
declaration that ſne will not marry dur- 
ing his life, and the pleaſure of feeing 


that reſolution not uneaſy to her. Were 


one to paint filial affection in it's utmoſt 
beauty, he could not have a more lively 


idea of it than in beholding Fidelia 


ſerring her father at his hours of riſing, 
meals, and reſt. „ | 
When the general crowd of female 


youth are conſulting their glaſſes, pre- 


paring for balls, aſſemblies, or plays; 
for a young lady, who could be regard- 
ed among the foremoſt in thoſe places, 
either for her perſon, wit, fortune, or 
converſation, and yet contemn all theſe 
entertainments, to ſweeten the heavy 
hours of a decrepid parent, is a reſigna- 
tion truly heroic. Fidelia per forms the 
duty of a nurſe, with all the beauty of a 
bride; nor does the neglect her perſon, 
becauſe of her attendance on him, hen 
he is too ill to receive company, to 
whom the may make an appearance. 
Fidelia, who gives him up her youth, 
does not think it any great ſacrifice to 
add to it the ſpoiling of her dreſs. Her 


care and exactneſs in her habit, eonvince 


her father of the alacrity of her mind; 
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ed, that ſhe had a great reſpect and gra. 
' titude to her for the overture in behalf 


and ſhe has of all women the beſt foun- 
dation for affecting the praiſe of a ſeem - 
ing negligence, What adds to the en- 
tertainment of the good old man is, that 


Fidelia, where merit and fortune cannot 


be overlooked by epiſtolary lovers, reads 
over the accounts of her conqueſts, plays 
on her ſpinnet the gayeſt airs, (and while 


ſhe is doing fo, you would think her 
farmed only for gallantry) to intimate 


to him the pleaſures ſhe deſpiſes for his 
1 | | 

Thoſe who think themſelves the pat- 
terns of good breeding and gallantry, 
would be aſtoniſhed to hear that in thoſe 


intervals when the old gentleman is at 


eaſe, and can bear company, there are 
at his houſe in the molt regular order, 
aſſemblies of people of the higheſt merit; 


where there is converſation without men - 


tion of the faults of the abſent, benevo- 


lence between men and women without 


paſſion, and the higheſt ſubje&s of mo- 
rality treated of as natural and acci- 
dental diſcourſe; all which is owing to 
the genius of Fidelia, who at onee makes 


her father's way to another world eaſy 


* 


to his name in this. | 


and herſelf capable of being an honour 


MR. SPECT/ATOR, 1 
I Was the other day at the Bear Gar- 
den in hopes to have ſeen your ſhort 
face; but not being fo fortunate, T muſt 
tell you by way of letter, that there is a 
myſtery among the gladiators which has 
eſcaped your ſpectatorial penetration. 


For being in a box at an ale-houſe near 


that renowned ſeat of honour above- 
mentioned, I overheard two maſters of 


the ſcience agreeing to quarrel on the 
next opportunity. This was to happen 
in the company of a ſet of the fraternity 


of baſket-hilts, who were to meet that 
evening. When this was ſettled, one 


aſked the other. Will you give cuts 


© or receive ?? The other anfwered 
Receive. It was replied—* Are you 


© a paſſionate man? No, provided 


you cut no more nor no. deeper than 


We agree.“ I thought it my duty to 
acquaint you with this, that the people 
may not pay their money for fighting, 
and be cheated. Your humble ſervant, _ 
SC ABBARD RUSTY. 
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vIR Tus POST NuM MOS. 


QUARENDA PECUNIA PRIMUM, 


Hon. Ee, Ls» 1. v. 53 


r r MONEY, MONEY STILL; 
AND THEN LET VIRTUE FOLLOW, IF SHE WII. Pop x. 


Mn. SPECTATOR, 


I LL men, through different paths, 


, make at the ſame common 
thing, Money; and it is to her we owe 
the politician, the merchant, and the 


lawyer; nay, to be free with you, I be- 
Heve to that alſo we are beholden for 
our Spectator. I am apt to think, that 


could we look into our own hearts, we 
ſhould ſee money engraved in them in 


more lively and moving characters than 


ſelf· preſervation; for who can reflect 
upon the merchant hoiſting ſail in a 
doubtful purſuit of her, and all man- 


kind ſacrificing their quiet to her, but 


muſt perceive that the characters of ſelf- 
preſervation (which were doubtleſs ori- 
ginally the brigheſt) are ſullied, if not 
wholly defaced; and that thoſe of mo- 


ney (which at firſt was only valuable 


as à mean to ſecurity) are of late ſo 


brightened, that the characters of ſelf- 


preſervation, like a leſs light ſet by 4 
greater, are become almoſt impercep- 


tible? Thus has money got the upper- 


hand of what all mankind- formerly 
thought moſt dear, viz. ſecurity ; and I 


_ wiſh I could ſay ſhe had here put a ſtop 


to her victories; but, alas! common 
honeſty fell a ſacrifice to her. This is 


the way ſcholaſtic men talk of the great- 
eſt good in the world: but I, a tradeſ- 
man, hall give you another account of 


this matter in the plain narrative of my 
own life, I think it proper, in the firſt 
place, to acquaint my readers, that fince 
my ſetting out in the world, which was 
in the year 1660, I never wanted mo- 
ney ; having begun with an indifferent 


good ſtock in the tobacco-trade to which 


J was bred ; and by the continual, ſuc- 
ceſſes it has pleaſed Providence to bleſs 


my endeaveurs with, am at laſt arrived 
to what they call a Plamb. To uphold- 


my diſcourſe in the manner of your wits 
or philoſophers, by ſpeaking fine things, 


or drawing inferences, as they pretend, 


from the nature of the ſubject, I ac- 


eount it vain; having never found any 


thing in the writings of ſuch men, that 


did not favour more of the invention of 


the brain, or what 1s ſtiled ſpeculation, 
than of ſound judgment or profitable 
obſervation. I will readily grant, in. 
deed, that there 1s what the wits cal} 
natural in their talk; which is the utmoſt 
thoſe curious authors can aſſume to them. 
ſelves, and is indeed all they endeavour 
at, for they are but lamentable teachers. 
And what, I pray, is natural? That 
which is pleaſing and eaſy : and what 
are pleaſing and eaſy? Forſooth a new 
thought or conceit dreſſed up in ſinooth 


quaint language, to make you ſmile and 


wag your head, as being what you never 
imagined before, and yet wonder why 
you had not; mere frothy amuſements ! 
fit only for boys or filly women to be 
caught with. ds | 

It is not my preſent intention to in- 
ſtru& my readers in the methods of ac- 


quiring riches ; that may be the work of 


another eſſay : but to. exhibit the real 
and folid advantages I. have found by 


them in my long and manifeld experi- 


ence; nor yet all the advantages of ſo 
worthy and valuable a. bleſſing, (tor 
who does not know or imagine the com- 


forts of being warm or living at eaſe? 
and that power and pre-eminence are 


their inſeparable attendants?) but only 
to inſtance the great ſupports they afford 
us under the ſevereſt calamities and miſ- 


fortunes; to ſhew that the love of them 


is a ſpecial antidote againſt immorality 
and vice, and that the ſame does like- 


wiſe naturally diſpoſe men to actions of 


piety and devotion: all which I can 
make out by my own experience, who 
think myſelf no ways particular from 
the reſt of mankind, nor better nor 
worſe by nature than generally other 
men are. | 5 | 
In the year 166 5, when the ficknels 
was, I loſt by it my wife and two chil- 


dren, which were all my ſtock. Pro- 


bably I might have had more, conſidering 


I was married between four and five 


years; 
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but finding her to be a teeming. 
Un I was — as having then lit- 
tle above a brace of thouſand pounds to 
carry on my trade and maintain a fa- 
mily with. I loved them as uſually 
men do their wives and children, and 


therefore could not reſiſt the firſt im- 
ulſes of nature on ſo wounding a loſs; 
but I quickly rouſed myſelf, and found 
means to alleviate, and at laſt conquer 
my affliction, by reflecting how that ſhe 
and her children having been no great 
expence to me, the beſt part of her for · 
tune was ſtill left; that my charge being 
reduced to myſelf, a journeyman, and 


a maid, I might live far cheaper than 


before; and that being now a childleſs 


widower, I might perhaps marry a no- 


leſs deſerving woman, and with a much 


better fortune than ſhe brought, which 


was but eight hundred pounds. And 
to convince my readers that ſuch con- 


iderations as theſe were proper and apt 


to produce ſuch an effect, I remember 
it was the conſtant obſervation at that 
deplorable time when ſo many hundreds 
were ſwept away daily, that the rich 
ever bore the loſs of their families and 
relations far better than the poor; the 
latter having little or nothing before- 
hand, and living from hand to mouth, 


placed the whole conifort and ſatisfac- 


tion of their lives in their wives and 
children, and were therefore inconſol- 
able. | | 


The following year happened the fire; 
at which tune, by good providence, it 
was my fortune to have converted the 
greateſt part of my effects into ready- 
money, on the proſpect of an extraor- 
dinary advantage which I was preparing 
to lay hold on. This calamity. was 


very terrible and aſtoniſhing, the fury 
of the flames being ſuch, that whole 


ſtreets, at ſeveral diſtant places, were 


deſtroyed at one and the ſame time, io 
that, as it is well known, almoſt all. 


our citizens were burnt out of what they 
had. But what did I then do? I did 
not ſtand gazing on the ruins of our 


noble metropolis; J did not ſhake my 


bead, wrivg my hands, figh and ſhed 


tears; I conſidered with myſelf what 
could this ayail ; I fell a plodding what 


alvantages might be made of the ready 
caſh T had, and immediately bethought 
myſelf that wonderful pennyworths 
might be bought of the goods that were 


tayed out of. the fire. „In thort, with 


about two thouſand pounds and a little 


— 


credit, I bought as much tobacco as 
raiſed my eſtate to the value of ten thou—- 


ſand pounds. I then looked on the 
© aſhes of our city, and the miſery of 
© it's late inhabitants, as an effe& 

«© the juſt wrath and indignation of 


* Heaven towards a ſinful. and perverſe: 


© people? 


lings, and five pence halfpenny. The 


After this I married again, and that 


wife dying, I took another, but both 
proved to be idle baggages: the firſt 


gave me a great deal of plague and vex- 


ation by her extravagancies, and I be- 


came one of the bye-words of the city. 
I knew it would be to no manner of 


purpoſe to go about to curb the fancies 
and inclinations of women, which fly 


out the more for being reſtrained; but 
what I could I did, I watched her nar- 
rowly, and by good luck found her iu 


the embraces, for which I had two wit- 


neſſes with me, of a wealthy ſpark of 


the court-end of the town; of whom 1 
recovered fifteen thouſand pounds, which 


made me amends for what ſhe had idly 
ſquandered, and put a ſilence to all my 
neighbours, taking off my reproach by 
the gain they ſaw I had by it. The at 
died about two years after I married 


her, in labour of three children. I 


conjecture they were begot by 'a coun- 
try kinſman of hers, whom, at her re- 
commendation, I took into my family, 
and gave wages to as a journeyman. 
What this creature expended in delica- 


_ cies and high diet with her Kinſman, a: 


well as I could compute by the poul- 
terer's, fiſhmonger's, and grocer's bills, 


amounted in the ſaid two years to one . 


hundred eighty-fix pounds, four ſhil- 


fine apparel, bracelets, lockets, and 
treats, &c, of the other, according to 
the beſt calculation, came in three years 
and about three quarters, to ſeven hun- 


dred forty-four pounds, ſeven ſhillings 
and nine pence. After this I reſolved 
never to marry more, and found I had 
been a gainer by my marriages, and the 


damages granted me for the abuſes of 


my bed, all charges deducted, eight 
thouſand three hundred pounds within a 
trifle. | | 


TIT come now to ſhew the 8 effects 
of the love of money on the lives of men 
towards rendering them honeſt, ſober 
and religious. When I was a young 


man, I had a mind to make the beft of 


my wits; and over-reached a. countty- 
chap in 2 parc of unſound goods; te 
52 whom, 


of 


whom; upon his upbraiding, and threat- 
© ening N for it, I returned 
the equivalent of his loſs; and upon 
bis good advice, wherein he clearly de- 
monſtrated the folly of ſuch artifices, 
which can never end but in ſhame, and 
the ruin of all correſpondence, I never 
after tranſgreſſed. Can your courtiers, 
. who take bribes, or your lawyers or 


phyſicians in their practice, or even the 


divines who intermeddle in worldly af- 
fairs, boaſt of making but one ſlip in 
their lives, and of fuch a thorough and 
laſting reformation ? Since my coming 
into the world I do not remember I was 
ever overtaken in drink, ſave nine times, 
once at the chriſtening of my firſt child, 
thrice at our city feaſts, and five times 
at driving of bargains. My reforma- 
tion I can attribute to nothing ſo much 
as the love and etteem of money, for I 
found myſelf to be extravagant-in my 
drink, and apt to turn projector, and 
make rath bargains. As for women, 
F never knew any except my wives: 
for my reader muſt know, and it is 
what he may confide in as an excellent 
recipe, 1 the love of buſineſs and 
money is the greateſt mortifier of inor- 
dinate deſires imaginable, as employ- 
ing the mind continually in the careful 
over ſight of what one has, in the eager 
queſt after more, in looking after the 
negligences and deceits of fervants, in 


the due entering and ſtating of ac- 


counts, in hunting after chaps, and in 
the exact knowledge of the ſtate of 
markets; which things whoever tho- 


roughly attends, will find enough and 
_ enough to employ his thoughts on every 
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moment of the day; fo that I cannot 
call to mind, that mn all the time I way 
a huſband, which, off and on, was about 
twelve years, I ever once thought of 
my wives but in bed. And laſtly, for 
religion, I have ever been a conſtant 
churchman, both forenoons and after. 


ncons on Sundays, never forgetting to 


be thankful for any gain or advantage 
I had had that day; and on Saturday 
nights, upon caſting up my accounts, 


I always was grateful for the ſum of 


my week's profits, and at. Chriſtmas 
for that of the whole year. It is true, 


perhaps, that my devotion has not been 


the moſt fervent; which; I think, ought 
to be imputed to the evenneſs and ſe- 
dateneſs of my temper, which never 
would admit of any impetuoſities of 


any ſort: and I can remember, that in 


my youth and prime of manhood, when 
my blood ran briſker, I took greater 
pleaſure in religious exerciſes than at 
preſent, or many years paſt, and that 
my devotion ſenſibly declined as age, 


which is dull and unwieldly, came upon 


me. | 
I have, I hope, here proved that 
the love of money prevents all immo- 
rality and vice; which if you will not 
allow, you muſt, that the purſuit of it 
obliges men to the ſame kind of life as 


they would follow if they were really 


virtuous : which is all I have to ſay at 
preſent, only recommending to you, 
that you would think of it, and turn 
ready wit into ready money as faſt as 
I conclude, your ſervant, 
| 15 EPHRAIM WEED, 
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MAM EUs APERTAM 


IN RABIEM COEPIT VER T1 JOCUS, ET PER HONESTAS 


IRE MIN AX IMPUNE DOMOS 
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— TIMES CORRUPT, AND NATURE ILI-INcILIN'p, 
 PRODUC'D THF POINT THAT LEFT THE STING BEHIN PD: 
*TILL FRIEND WITH FRIEND, AND FAMILIZS AT STRIFEy 


THERE is nothing ſo ſcandalous 
Ito a. government, and deteſtable 
in the eyes of all good men, as defama- 
tory papers and pamphlets ;. but at the 

Lame time there is nothing ſo difficult 


 TRIUMPHANT MALICE RAG'D THROUGH PRIVATE LIFE» 


Por E. 


to tame, as a ſatirical author. Au 


angry writer who cannot appear in print, 
naturally vents his ſpleen in libels and 
lampoons. A old woman, fays 
the fable, ſeeing all ber wrinkles Ne 


head het et. Ee. IEP. Hm TG oo ob ho | 
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ſented in a large looking glaſs, threw 
it upon the ground in a paſſion, and 
broke it into a thouſand pieces; but as 
ſhe was afterwards ſurveying the frag- 
ments with a ſpiteful kind of pleaſure, 
ſhe could not forbear uttering herſelf in 
the following ſoliloguy. What have 
I got by this revengeful blow of mine? 
I have only multiplied my deformity, 
© and ſee an hundred ugly faces, where 
before I had but one. 

It has been propoled—* to oblige every 
© perſon that writes a book, or a paper, 
© to ſwear himſelt the author of it, and 
« enter down in a public regiſter his 
name and place of abode.” N 

This, indeed, would have effectually 


ſuppreſſed all printed ſcandal, which 
generally appears under borrowed names 
or under none at all. But it is to be 


feared, that ſuch an expedient would not 
only deſtroy ſcandal, but learning. It 
would operate promiſcuouſly, and root 
up the corn and tares together, Not to 
mention ſome of the moſt celebrated 
works of piety, which have proceeded 
from anonymous authors, who have 
made it their merit to convey to us ſo 


great a charity in ſecret ; there are few 


works of genius that come out at firſt 
with the author's name. The writer 
generally makes a trial of them in the 


world before he owns them; and, I be- 


lieve, very few, who are capable of 
writing, would ſet pen to paper, if they 
knew before-hand that they muſt not 
publiſh their productions but on ſuch 
conditions. For my own part, I mutt 


declare, the papers I preſent the public 


are like fairy favours, which ſhall laſt 
no longer than while the author 1s con- 


cealed. | 


That which makes it particujarly dit- 


_ ficult to reſtrain theſe ſons of calumny 
and defamation is, that all fides are 


equally guilty of it, and that every 
dirty {cribbler is countenanced by great 
names, whoſe intereſt he propagates by 
ſuch vile and infamous methods, I 


have never yet heard of a miniſtry, who 


have inflifted a 1 exemplary puniſhment 


on an author that has ſupported their 


cauſe with füſnood and ſcandal, and 
treated, in a moſt cruel manner, the 
names of th »'e who have been looked 
upon as their rivals and antagoniſts. 


Would a government ſet an everlaſting 


mark of their diſpleaſure upon one of 
thoſe infamous writers who makes his 


court to them by tearing to pieces the 


reputation of a competitor, we ſhould 


quickly ſee an end put to this race of 


vermin, that are a ſcandal to govern- 
ment, and a reproach to human nature, 
Such a procceding would make .a mi- 


niſter of ſtate ſhine in hiſtory, and would 


fill all mankind with a juſt abhorrence of 
perſons who ſhould treat him unwor- 
thily, and employ againſt him thoſe arms 


which he ſcorned to make ufe of againſt 


his enemies. | 
I cannot think that any one will be 
ſo unjuſt as to imagine what I have here 


| faid is ſpoken with reſpect to any party 


or faction. Every one who has in him 


the ſentiments either of a chriſtian or 


gentleman, cannot but be highly offend- 


ed at this wicked and ungenerous prac- 


tice, which is ſo much in uſe among us 


at preſent, that it is become a kind of 


national crime, and diſtinguiſhes us from 
all the governments that lie about us. 


. I cannot but look upon the fineſt ſtrokes 


of ſatire which are aimed at particular 
perſons, and which are ſupported even 
with the appearances of truth, to be the 


marks of an evil mind, and highly cri- 
minal in themſelves. Infamy, like other 


puniſhments, is under the direction and 
diſtribution of the magiſtrate, and not 
of any private perſon. Accordingly 


we learn from a fragment of Cicero, 
that though there were very few capital 
puniſhments in the twelve tables, a libel 


or lampoon, which took away the good 


name of another, was to be puniſhed 


by death. But this is far from being 


our caſe, Our ſatire is nothing but ri- 


baldry, and Billingſgate. Scurrility 
paſſes for wit; and he who can call names 
in the greateſt variety of phraſes is looked 


upon to have the ſhrewdeſt pen. By 5 


this means the honour of families is 


ruined, the higheſt poſts and greateſt 
titles are rendered cheap and vile in the 


ſight of the people; the nobleſt virtues, 
and moſt exalted parts, expoſed to the 


contempt of the vicious and the ignorant, 
Should a foreigner, who knows nothing 


of our private factions, or one who is to 


act his part in the world when our pre- 


ſent heats and animoſities are forgot; 


ſhould, I fay, ſuch an one form to him- 
{elf a notion of the greateſt men of all 


ſides in the Britiſh nation, who are now 
living, from the characters which are 
given them in ſome or other of thoſe 
abominable writings which are dail 
publiſhed among us, what a nation 4 
monſters muſt we appear! 

"4X A 
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As this cruel practice tends to the 
utter ſubverſion of all truth and hu- 


manity among us, it deſerves the utmoſt 


deteſtation and diſcouragement of all 
who have either the love of their coun- 
try, or the honour of their religion, at 
heart. I would therefore earneſtly re- 
commend it to the conſideration of thoſe 
who deal in theſe pernicious arts of 
writing; and of thoſe who take pleaſure 
in the reading of them. As for the 


firſt, I have ſpoken of them in the for- 


mer papers, and have not ſtuck to rank 
them with the murderer and aſſaſſin. 


Every honeſt man ſets as high a value 


upon a good name, as upon lite itſelf ; 
and I cannot but think that thoſe who 
privily aſſault the one, would deſtroy 
the other, might they do it with the 
ſame ſecurity and impunity. | 

As for perſons who take pleaſure in 
the reading and diſperſing of ſuch de- 
teſtable libels, I am afraid they fall very 
little ſhort of the guilt of the firſt com- 
poſers. By a law of the emperors Va- 
E and Valens, it was made death 
for any perſon not only to write a libel, 
but if he met with one by chance, not to 
tear vr burn it. But becauſe I would 
not be thought ſingular in my opinion 


of this matter, I ſhall conclude my pa- 


per with the words of Monſieur Bayle, 
who was a man of great freedom of 
thought, as well as of exquiſite learning 
and judgment. OT, 5 
VI cannot imagine, that a man who 


© diſperſes a libel, is leſs deſirous of do- 
ing miſchief than the author himſelf. 


o 
© But what ſhall we ſay of the pleaſure 
© which a man takes in the reading of 
© a defamatory libel ? Is it not an hei- 
© nous fin in the fight of God? We 
_ © muſt diſtinguiſh in this point. This 
© pleaſure is either an agreeable ſenſa- 
* tion we are affected with, when we 
meet with a witty thought which is 
« well expreſſed, or it is a joy which we 
© conceive from the diſhonour of the 
* perſon who is defamed. 
nothing to the firſt of theſe caſes ; for 
perhaps ſome would think that my 
* morality is not ſevere enough, if I 


I will ſay 
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ſhould affirm that a man is not maſter 
of thoſe agreeable ſenſations, any more 
than of thoſe occaſioned by ſugar or 
honey, when they touch his tongue; 
but as to the ſecond, every one will 
own that pleaſure to be a heinous fin, 
The pleaſure in the firſt caſe is of no 
continuance ; it prevents our reaſon 
and reflection, and may be immediate. 
ly followed by a ſecret grief, to ſee 
our neighbour's honour blaſted. If 
it does not ceaſe immediately, it is a 
lign that we are not diſpleaſed with 
the ill-nature of the ſatiriſt, but are 
glad to fee him defame his enemy by 
all kinds of ſtories ; and then we de- 
ſerve the puniſhment to which the 
writer of the libel is ſubject. I ſhall 
here add the words of a modern au- 
thor. St. Gregory, upon excommu- 
nicating thoſe writers who had diſho- 
noured Caſtorius, does not except thoſe 
who read their works“ Becaule,” 
ſays he, © if calumnies have always 
& been the delight of their hearers, and 
&« a gratification of thoſe perſons who 
«© have no other advantage over honeſt 
* men, is not he who takes pleaſure in 
« reading them, as guilty as he who 
“ compoſed them ?”* It is an uncon- 
© tefted maxim, that they who approve 
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an action would certainly do it if they 


© could; that is, if ſome reaſon of ſelf- 
© love did not hinder them. “ There 
« is no difference, ſays Cicero, “ be- 
« tween adviſing a crime, and approv- 
6 ing it when committed,” The Ro- 
man law confirmed this maxim, having 
© ſubjected the approvers and authors of 
© this evil to the ſame penalty. We 
© may therefore conclude, that thoſe 
© who are pleaſed with reading defama- 
« tory libels, ſo far as to approve the 
© authors and diſperſers of them, are as 
« guilty as if they had compoſed them; 
« for if they do not write ſuch libels 
© themſelves, it is becauſe they have vot 
© the talent of writing, or becauſe they 
© will run no hazard.“ 35 
The author produces other authorities 
to confirm his judgment in this parti- 
cular. e | | | 


C 


No 


HERE is no humour in my coun- 
trymen, which J am more inclined 
to wonder at, than their general thirſt 
after news. There are about half a 
dozen ingenious men, who live very 
plentiful y upon this curioſity of their 
fellow ſubje&ts. They all of them re- 


* 


ceive the ſame advices from abroad, and 
very often in the ſame words; but their 
way of cooking it is ſo different, that 
there is no citizen, who has an eye to 
the public good, that can leave the 
coffee houſe with peace of mind before 
he has given every one of them a read- 
ing. Theſe ſeveral diſhes of news are 
fo very agreeable to the palate of my 
countrymen, that they are not only 
pleaſed with them when they are ferved 
up hot, but when they are again ſet cold 
before them, by thoſe penetrating voli- 
ticians, who oblige the public with their 
reflections and obſervations upon every 
piece of intelligence that is tent us from 
abroad, The text is given us by one 
ſet of writers, . and the comment by an- 
other. 5 

But notwithſtanding we have the ſame 
dle told us in fo many different papers, 
and if occaſion requires, in fo many ar- 


ing, in a ſcarcity of foreign poſts, we 
hear the fame ſtory repeated by different 
advices from Paris, Bruſſels, the Hague, 
and from every great town in Europe; 
notwithſtanding the multitude of anno- 
tations, explanations, reflections, and 


our time lies heavy on our hands until 
the arrival of a freſh mail: we long to 
receive further particulars, to hear what 
will be the next ſtep, or what will be 
the conſequences of that which has been 
already taken. A. welterly wind keeps 
the whole town in ſuſpence, and puts a 
op to converſation. | 
This general curioſity has been raiſed 
and inflamed by our late wars, and if 
rightly dire&ed, might be of good ule to 
a perſon who has ſuch a thirſt awakened 
in him. Why ſhould not a man, who 
takes delight in reading every thing that 
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ticles of the ſame paper; notwithitand- 


various readings which it paſſes through, 
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No CCCCLIL. FRIDAY, AUGUST 8. 


EST NATURA HOMINUM NOVITATIS AVIDA. 


PLIN. Arup LIALIUMs 


HUMAN NATURE 1s FOND OF NOVELTY» 


is new, apply himſelf to hiſtory, travels, 
and other writings of the ſame kind, 
where he will find perpetual fuel for his 
curioſity, and meet with much more 
pleaſure and improvement than in theſe 
papers of the week? An honeſt tradeſ- 
man who languiſhes a whole ſummer in 


expectation of a battle, and perhaps is 
balked at laſt, may here meet with half 
a dozen in a day. He may read the 
news of a whole campaign, in leſs time 


than he now beſtows upon the products 


of a ſingle poſt. Fights, conqueſts, and 


revolutions, lie thick together. The 
reader's curioſity is raiſed and ſatisfied 
every moment, and his paſſions difap- 
pomted or gratified, without being de- 
tained in a ſtate of uncertainty from 


day to day, or lying at the mercy of fea 


and wind; in ſhort, the mind is not here 
kept in a perpetual gape after 'know- 


ledge, nor puniſhed with that eternal 
all our 
modern n2wimongers and coffee-houſe 


thirſt, which is the portion 


politicians. 


All matters of fact, which a man did : Z 


not know before, are news to him; and 


I do not fee how any haberdaſher in 
Cheapſide is more concerned in the pre- 


ſent quarrel of the cantons, than he was 
in that of the league. At leaft, I be- 
lieve every one will allow me, it is of 
more importance to an Engliſhman to 
know the hiſtory of his anceſtors, than 
that of his contemporaries who live upon, 
the banks of the Danube or the Bo- 
riſthenes. As for thoſe who are of an- 
other mind, I ſhall recommend to them 
the following letter, from a projector, 


who is willing to turn a penny by this 


remarkable curioſity of his countrymen. 


MR. SPECTATOR, 


YO U mult have obſerved, that men 
-* who frequent coffee-houſes, and de- 
ligat in news, are pleaſed with every 


thing that is matter of fact, ſo it be what 


they have not heard before. A victory, 
or a defeat, are equally agreeable to 
them. The ſhutting of a cardinal's 


mouth pleaſes them one poſt, and the 
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opening of it another. They are glad 
to hear the French court is removed to 


Marli, and are afterwards as much de- 


lighted with it's return to Verſailles. 
They read the advertiſements with the 
ſame curioſity as the articles of public 
news; and are as pleaſed to hear of a 

ye-bald horſe that is ſtrayed out of a 
Feld near Iſlington, as of a whole troop 
that have been engaged in any foreign 
adventure. In ſhort, they have a reliſh 
for every thing that is news, let the mat- 


ter of it be what it will; or, to ſpeak. 
more properly, they are men of a vora- 
cious appetite, but no taſte. Now, Sir, 
fince the great fountain of news, I mean 


the war, is very near being dried up; 


and fince theſe gentlemen have contract- 


ed ſuch an inextinguiſhable thirſt after 
it ; I have taken their caſe and my own 


into conſideration, and have thought of 


2 project which may turn to the advan- 
tage of us both. I have thoughts of 
publiſhing a daily paper, which ſhall 
_ comprehend in it all the moit remark - 
able occurrences in every little town, 
village, and hamlet, that lie within ten 
miles of London, or in other words, 
within the verge of the penny-poſt. I 
have pitched upon this ſcene of intelli- 
_ gence for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe the 


carriage of letters will be very cheap; 


and fecondly, becauſe I may receive 


them every day. By this means my 


readers will have their news freſh and 
freſh, and many worthy citizens who 
cannot fleep with any ſatisfaction at 
preſent, for want of being informed how 
the world goes, may go to- bed con- 
tentedly, it being my deſign to put out 
my Paper every night at nine o'clock 
preciſely, I have already eſtabliſhed 


correſpondents in theſe ſeveral places, 
and received very good intelligence. 

By my laſt advices from Knightſbridge 
I hear, that a horſe was clapped into the 
pound on the third inftant, and that he 
was not releaſed when the letters came 
aways e ; 
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We are informed from Pankridge, 
that a dozen weddings were lately cele- 
brated in the mother church of that place, 
but are referred to their next letters for 
the names of the parties concerned. 

Letters from Brumpton advile, that 
the widow Blight had received ſeveral 
viſits from John Mildew, which af. 
fords great matter of ſpeculation in thoſe 
parts. | | 
By a fiſherman which lately touched 
at Hammerſmith, there 1s advice from 
Putney, that a certain perſon, well known 
in that place, is like to loſe his election 
for churchwarden; but this being boat- 
news, we cannot give entire credit to it. 

Letters from Paddington bring little 
more, than that William Squeak, the 
ſow-gelder, paſſed through that place 
the fifth inſtant. „„ 

They adviſe from Fulham, that things 
remained there in the ſame ſtate they 
were. They had intelligence, juſt as tie 
letters came away, of a tub of excellent 
ale juſt ſet abroach at Parſons Green; 
but this wanted confirmation. | 

I have here, Sir, given you a ſpeci- 
men of the news with which I intend to 
entertain the town, and which, when 
drawn up regularly in the form of a 
news-paper, will, I doubt not, be very 
acceptable to many of thoſe public- 
ſpirited readers, who take more delight 


in acquainting themſelves with other 


people's buſigeſs than their own. I hope 
a paper of this kind, which lets us 
know what is done near home, may 
be more uſeful to us, than thoſe which 


are filled with advices from Zug and 
Bender, and make ſome amends for that 


dearth of intelligence, which we may 


juſtly apprehend from times of peace. 
If I find that you receive this project 
favourably, I will ſhortly trouble you 
with one or two more; and in the mean 
time am, moſt worthy Sir, with all due 


reſpect, Fg ee 8 
19 Vour moſt obedient, and moſt 


Cc humble ſervant. 
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NON USITATA, NEC TENUI FERAR 


NO WEAK, NO COMMON WING SHALL BEAR 
MY RISING BODY THROUGH THE AIR. 


ö HE RE is not a more pleaſing ex- 


It is accompanied with ſuch an inward 
ſatis faction, that the duty is ſufficiently 


rewarded by the perfomance. It is 


not like the practice of many other vir- 
tues, difficult and painful, but attended 
with ſo much pleaſure, that were there 


no poſitive command which enjoined it, 


nor any recompence laid up for it here- 
after, a generous mind would indulge 
in it, for the natural gratification that 
accompanies it. 

If gratitude is due from man to man, 
how much more from man to his Maker? 
The Supreme Being does not only con- 
fer upon us theſe bounties which'pro- 
ceed more immediately from his hand, 
but even thoſe benefits which are con- 


veyed to us by others. Every bleſſing 


we enjoy, by what means ſoever it may 
be derived upon us, is the gift of him 
who is the great Author of good, and 
Father of mercies. RE | 
If gratitude, when exerted towards 
one another, naturally produces a very 


pleaſing ſenſation in the mind of a grate- 


ful man; it exalts the ſoul into rapture, 
when it is employed on this great object 
of gratitude ; on this beneficent Being 


who has given us every thing we al- 
ready poſſeſs, and from whom we expect 


every thing we yet hope for. 5 
Moſt of the works of the pagan poets 


were either direct hymns to their Gel- 


ties, or tended indirectly to the celehra- 
tion of their reſpective attributes and 
perfections. Thoſe who are acquointed 
with the works of the Greek and Latin 
_ poets which are ſtill extant, will upon 

reflection ſind this obſervation ſo true, 


that I ſhall not enlarge upon it. One 


would wonder that more of our chriſtian 


poets have not turned their thoughts 


this way, eſpecially if we conſider, that 
our idea of the Supreme Being is not 
only infinitely more great and noble 
than what could poſſibly enter into the 
heart of an heathen, but filled with every 
thing that can raiſe the imagination, 


4 


erciſe of the mind than gratitude. 


But thou canſt read it there. 


Hor. On. xx. L. 2. V. Is 


Cx EER. 


and give an opportunity for the ſab 


limeſt thoughts and conceptions. 


Plutarch tells us of a heathen who 


was ſinging an hymn to Diana, in which 
he celebrated her for her delight in hu- 


man ſacrifices, and other inſtances of 


cruelty and revenge; upon which a poet 
who was preſent at this piece of devo- 
tion, and ſeems to have had a truer idea 
of the divine nature, told the votary, by 


way of reproof, that in recompence for 


his hymn, he heartily wiſhed he might 
have a daughter of the ſame temper 
with the goddeſs he celebrated. It was 
indeed impoſſible to write the praiſes of 
one of thoſe falſe deities, according to 
the pagan creed, without a mixture of 
impertinence and abſurdity. 


The Jews, who before the time of 


chriſtianity were the only people wha 
had the knowledge of the true God, 


have ſet the chriſtian world an exampie 


how they ought to employ this di- 


vine talent of which I am ſpeaking. 


As that nation produced men' of great 


genius, without conſidering them as 
inſpired writers, they have tranſmitted 
to us many hymns and divine odes, 
which excel thoſe that are delivered 


down to us by the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, in the poetry, as much as in 
the ſubje& to which it was conſecrated. 


This I think might be eaſily ſhewn if 


there were occaſion for it. 

I have already communicated to the 
public ſome pieces of divine poetry, and 
as they have met with a very favourable 


recention, I fhall from time to time pub- 
liſh any work of the ſame nature which 
has not yet appeared in print, and may 


be acceptable to my readers. 
| I 


W HEN all thy mercies, O my God, 


My rifing foul ſurveys ; 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loſt 
In wonder, love, and praiſe ; 

11. 
O how ſhall words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my raviſh'd heart? 


111. Thy 
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III. 


Thy providence my life ſuſtain'd, 
And all my wants redreſt, 
When in the filent womb J lay, 
And hung upon the bre aſt. 


| IV. 
To all my weak complaints and cries, 
Thy mercy lent an car, 
Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt 
To form themſelves in pray'r. 


V. | 
Unnumber'd comforts to my ſoul 
Thy tender care beftow'd, 
Before my infant heart conceiv'd _ 
From whom thoſe comforts flow'd. 


VI. 
When in the ſlipp'ry paths of youth 
With heedleſs ſteps I ran, 
Thine arm-unſeen convey'd me ſafe, 
And led me up to man. 


3 | VII. | 
Thro' hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 
It gently-clear'd my way; . 
And thro' the pleaſing ſnares of vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. 


| | vin. Oh, 
When worn with ſickneſs, oft haſt thou 
With health renew'd my face; 
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And when in fins and ſorrow ſunk, 
Reviv'd my ſoul with grace. 


I X o : 
Thy bounteous hand with worldly blits 
Has made my cup run o'er, 


And in a kind and faithful friend 


Has doubled all my ſtore, 


X. 


Ten thouſand thouſand precious gifts 


My daily thanks employ; | 
Nor is the leaſt a chearful heart, 
That taſtes thoſe gifts with joy. 


| -- Wy ZR 
Thro' every period of my life 
Thy goodneſs I'll purſue ; 
And after death, to diſtant worlds, 
The glorious theme renew. 


8 


When nature fails, and day and night 


Divide thy works no more, 
My ever grateful heart, O Lord, 
Thy mercy ſhall adore. 


XIII. 


Thro' all eternity to Thee 


A joyful ſong Þ 11 raiſe; 
For oh] eternity's too ſhort 
To utter all thy praiſe. 


Ne CCCCLIV. MONDAY, AUGUST 11. 


SINE ME VACIVUM TEMPUS NE QUOD DEM MIHI 


LARORISs 


TER. HE Au To ACT. Is SC. I. 


GIVE ME LEAYE TO ALLOW MYSELF NO RESPITE FROM LABOR. 


| 171 an inexpreſſible pleaſure to know 
| a-little of the world, and be of no 
character or ſignificancy in it. = 
To be ever unconcerned, and ever 
looking on new objects with an endleſs 
curiolity, is a delight known only to 
thoſe who are turned for ſpeculation : 
nay, they who enjoy it, mult value 
things only as they are the objects of ſpe- 
_ culation, without drawing any worldly 


advantage to themſelves from them, but 


juſt as they are what contribute to their 
amuſement, or the improvement of the 
mind. I lay one night laſt week at 
Richmond; and'being reſtleſs, not out 
of diſſatis faction, but a certain buſy in- 
clination one ſometimes has, I roſe at 
four in'the morning, and took boat for 
London, with a reſolution to rove by 


boat and coach for the next four and 
twenty hours, until the many different. 


at their own houſes. 


objects I muſt needs meet with ſhould 


tire my imagination, and give me an in- 


clination to a repoſe more profound than 


I was at that time capable of. I beg 
people's pardon for an odd humour I 


am guilty of, and was often that day, 
which is ſaluting any perſon whom | 
like, whether I know him or not. This 
is a particularity would be tolerated in 
me, if they conſidered, that the greatelt 


pleaſure I know I receive at my eyes, 
and that I am obliged to an agreeable 


perſon for. coming abi oad into my view, 
as another is for a viſit of converſation 
The hours of the day and night are 


taken up in the cities of London and 


Weſtminſter, by people as different trom 
each other as thoſe who are born in dif- 
Men of fix of the 


ferent centuries. : b 
clock give way to thoſe of nine, they 9 


nine 
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E con fell in with a fleet of gardeners 
bound for the ſeveral market-ports of 
London; and it was the moſt pleaſing 
ſcene imaginable to ſee the chearfulneſs 
E with which thoſe induſtrious people ply- 
ed their way to a certain ſale of their 
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When we firſt put off from ſhore, we 


goods. The banks on each ſide are as 


7 well peopled, and beautified with as 
© agreeable plantations as any ſpot on the 
E carth; but the Thames itſelf, loaded 
E with the product of each ſhore, added 
very much to the landſkip. It was very 
eaſy to obſerve by their ſailing, and the 
countenances of the ruddy virgins, who 
vere ſuper-cargoes, the parts c the town 
| to which they were bound. There was 
an air in the purveyors for Covent Gar- 
den who frequently converſe with morn- 
ing rakes, very unlike the ſeeming ſo- 
| briety of thoſe bound for Stocks Market. 


Nothing remarkable happened in our 


voyage; but I landed with ten fail of 
apricot boats at Strand Bridge, after 
having put in at Nine Elms, and taken 
in melons, conſigned by Mr. Cuffe of 
that place, to Sarah Sewell and com- 
pany, at their ſtall in Covent Garden. 
We arrived at Strand Bridge at fix of 


the clock, and were unloading, when 
tne hackney- coachmen of the toregoing 


night took their leave of each other at 


the Dark-houſe, to go to bed before the 
day was too far ſpent. 
& ſweepers paſſed by us as we made up to 
the market, and ſome rallery happened 
between one of the fruit-wenches and 


Chimney- 


| thoſe black men, about the Devil and 
Pre, with alluſion to their ſeveral pro- 


ſions. x I could not believe any place 


more entertaining than Covent Garden; 


where I ſtrolled from one fruit ſhop to 


waother, with crowds of agreeable young 


women around me, who were purchaſ- 


| ng fruit for their reſpective families. It 
Vas almoſt eight of the clock before I 
could leave that variety of objects. I 
took coach and followed a young lady, 
ho tripped into another juſt before me, 


attended by her maid. I ſaw immedi- 
ately ſhe was of the family of the Vain- 
loves. There are a ſet of theſe who of all 


| things affe& the play of Blindman's- 


uff, and leading men into love for they 
now. not whom, who are fled they 
now not where. This fort of woman 
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ine to the generation of twelve, and 
© they of twelve diſappear, and make room 
bor the faſhionable world who have made 
E two of the clock the noon of the day. 


carriages in her way. 
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is uſually a janty ſlattern; ſhe hangs on 


her clothes, plays her head, varies her 
poſture, and changes place inceſſantly; 
and all with an appearance of ſtrivin 


at the ſame time to hide herſelf, and yet 


give you to underſtand ſhe is in humour 
to laugh at you. Vou muſt have often 
ſeen the coachmen make ſigns with their 
fingers as they drive by each other, to 


intimate how much they have got that 


day. They can carry on that language to 
give intelligence where they are driving. 
In an inſtant my coachman took che 
wink to purſue, and the lady's driver 
gave the hint that he was going through 


Long Acre, towards St. James's. While 


he whipped up James Street, we drove 


for King Street, to fave the paſs at St. 


Martin's Lane. The coachmen took 


%. 


care to meet, joſtle, and threaten each 


other for way, and be-entangled at the 
end of Newport Street and Long Acre. 
The tright, you muſt believe, brought 
down the lady's coach-d:or, and obliged 
her, with her maſk off, to enquire into 
the buſtle, when ſhe fees the man ſhe 
would avoid. The tackle of the coach- 
window is ſo bad ſhe cannot draw it up 


again, and ſhe drives on ſometimes 
wholly diſcovered, and ſometimes half 


eſcaped, according to the accident of 
One of theſe la- 
dies keeps her ſeat m a hackney-coach, 


naged horſe. The laced ſhoe on her left 
foot, with a careleſs geſture, juſt ap- 
pearing on the oppoſite cuſhion, held. 


her both firm, and in a proper attitude 


to receive the next jolt. 


As ſhe was an excellent coach-wo- 


man, many were the glances at each 
other which we had for an hour and an 
half, in all parts of the town, by the 
{kill of our drivers; until at laſt my lady 


was conveniently loſt with notice from 


her coachman to ours to make off, and 


he ſhould hear where ſhe went. This 
chace was now at an end, and the fel. 
low who drove her came to us, and diſ- 
covered that he was ordered to come 


again in an hour, for that ſhe was « 


ſilk- worm. I was ſurpriſed with this 
phraſe, but found it was a cant among 
the hackney fraternity for their beſt cuſ- 


tomers, women who ramble twice cr 


thrice a week from ſhop to ſhop, to turn 


over all the goods in town without buy- 
ing any thing. 


The ſilk-worms are, it 
ſeems, indulged by the tradeſmen; for 
though they never buy, they are ever 


as well as the beſt rider does on a ma- 


talking 


3 


— — 


— —— N 


— - 
— ———— — 0 ————— 225 


—— <— wee BEIGE» na 
* 


—— —'ö _ — 


— III 


— — ——— - 
——ʒ D˖·õͥ — ͥꝗ łw—B0ꝛ — FE) — 


— 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
f 


„ 
# 


902 THE SPECTATOR, 


talking of new filks, laces, and ribbons, 


and ſerve the owners, in getting them 
enſtomers as their common dunners do 
in making them pay. 


The day of people of faſhion began 


now to break, and carts and hacks were 


mingled with equipages of ſhow and 


vanity : when J reſolved to walk it out 
of cheapneſs ; but my unhappy curioſity 
is fuch, that I find it always my inte- 
reſt to take coach, for ſome odd adven- 
ture among beggars, ballad-fingers, or 


the like, detains and throws me into ex- 
| E. It happened ſo immediately; 
or 


at the corner of Warwick Strcet, as 
I was liſtening to a new ballad, a rag- 
ged raſcal, a beggar who knew me, 
came up to me, and began to turn the 


eyes of the good company upon me, by 
telling me he was extreme poor, and 


ſhould die in the ſtreet for want of drink, 


except I immediately would have the 
charity to give him ſixpence to go into 
the next ale-houſe and ſave his life. He 


urged, with a melancholy face, that ail 


is family had died of thirt. All the 
mob have humour, and two or three 


began to take the jeſt; by which Mr. 
Sturdy carried his point, and let me 


Mneak off to a coach. As I drove along 
it was a pleaſing reflection to ſee the 
world fo prettily checkered ſince I left 
Richmond, and the ſcene ſtill filling 


with children of a new hour. This ſa- 


tisfaction increaſed as I moved towards 
the city, and gay ſigns, well diſpoſed 
ſtreets, magnificent public ſtructures, 


and wealthy ſhops, adorned with con- 
tented faces, made the joy {till riſing till 


we came into the center of the city, and 
center of the world of trade, the Ex- 


change of London. As other men in 


the crowds about me were pleaſed with 


their hopes and bargains, I found my 
account in obſerving them, in attention 


to their ſeveral intereſts. I, indecd, 


booked upon myſelf as the richeſt man 
that walked the exchange that day ; for 


my benevolence made me ſhare the gains 
of every bargain that was made. It was 
not the leaſt of my ſatisfactions in my 
furvey, to goup ſtairs, and pals the ſhops 


of agreeable females; to obſerve ſo man 


pretty hands. buſy in the folding of rib- 


bons, and the utmoſt eagerneſs of agree- 


able faces in the ſale of patches, pins, 


and wires, on each fide the counters, 


was an amuſement, in which I could 
longer have indulged myſelf, had net 
the dear creatures called to me to afk 


what I wanted, when I could not an. 
ſwer, only © to look at you.“ I wen 
to one of the windows which opened to 
the area below, where all the ſeveral 
voices loſt their diſtinction, and roſe up 
in a confuſed humming; which created 
in me a reflection that could not come 
into the mind of any but of one a little 


too ſtudious ; for I ſaid to myſelf, with 


a kind of pun in thought What non. 
« ſenſe is all the hurry. of this world to 
© thoſe who are above it?' In theſe, or 
not much wiſer thoughts, I had like to 


have loſt my place at the chop-houſe, 


where every man, according to the na. 
tural baſhfulneſs or ſullenneſs of our 
nation, eats in a public room a mel of 
broth, or chop of meat, in dumb ſilence, 
as if they had no pretence to ſpeak to 
each other on the foot of being men, 
except they were of each other's ac. 
quamtance. | | 

I went afterwards to Robin's, and ſaw 


people who had dined with me at the 


five-penney ordinary juſt before, give 
bills for the value of large eſtates ; and 
could not but behold with great pleature, 
property lodged in, and transferred in a 
moment from ſuch as would never be 
maſters of half as much as is ſceming]y 
in them, and given from them every 
day they live. But before five in the 
afternoon J left the city, came to my 
common ſcene of Covent Garden, and 
paſſed the evening at Will's, in attend- 
ing the diſcourſes of ſeveral ſets of 
people, who reheved each other within 
my hearing on the ſubje$s of cards, dice, 


love, learning, and politics. The latt 


ſubje& kept me until I heard the ſtreets 
in the poſſeſſion of the bell-man, who 
had now the world to himſelf, and cri- 
ed“ Paſt two of the clock. This 
rouſed me from my ſeat, and I went to 
my lodging, led by a light, whom! 
put into the diſcourſe of his private &c0- 
nomy, and made him give me an ac- 
count of the charge, hazard, profit, and 
loſs, of a family that depended upon a 
link, with a deſign to end my trivial day 
with the generoſity of fixpence, inſtead 
of a third part of that ſum. When | 


came to my chambers I writ down thele 


minutes; but was at a loſs what inſtruc- 
tion I ſhould propoſe to my reader from 
the enumeration of ſo many inſgnif- 
cant matters and occurrences; and 
thought it of great uſe, if they could 
learn with me to keep their minds 0p” 
to gratification, and ready to pou : 
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from any thing it meets with. This 


one circumſtance will make every face 
ou ſee give you the ſatis faction you now 
take u Schelding that of a friend; will 


make every object a pleaſing one; will 
make all the good which arrives to any 


man, an increafe of happineſs to your- 
ſelf. | | | | 


Ny CCCCLV. TUESDAY, AUGUST 12. 


ro AIS MATINE 
MORE MODOQUE, 


GRATA CARPENTIS THYMA PER LABOREM 


PLURIMUM 


mon—n—M FTINũOROUS MUSE 


Hor, Op. II. Le 4. Vs 27. 


_ UNAMBITIOUS TRACTS PURSUES: 
DOES WITH.WEAK UNBALLAST WINGS, 
ABOUT THE MOSSY BROOKS AND SPRINGS, 


LIKE THE LABURIOUS REF, 


- FOR LITTLE DROPS OF HONEY FLY, 
AND THERE WITH HUMBLE SWEETS CONTENTS HEK INDUSTRY, 


HE following letters have in them 
| reflections which will ſecm of im- 
portance both to the learned world and 
to domeſtic life. There is in the firſt 
an allegory ſo well carried on, that it 
cannot but he very pleaſing to thoſe who 


have a taſte of good writing ; and the 


other billets may have their ule in life. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 55 
A® I walked the other day in a fine 
garden, and obſerved the great va- 
riety of improvements in plants and 


flowers beyond what they otherwile 
would have been, I was naturally led 
into a reflection upon the advantages of 


education, or modern culture; how man 

good qualities in the mind are loſt, for 
want of the like due care in nurſing and 
Kkilfuily managing them; how many vir- 
tues are choaked, by the multitude of 
weeds which are ſuffered to grow among 
them; how excellent parts are often 
ſtarved and uſeleſs, by being planted in 
a wrong ſoil; and how very ſeldom do 
theſe moral ſeeds produce the noble 
fruits which might be expected from 
them, by a neglect of proper manuring, 
neceſſary pruning, and an artful manage- 
ment of our tender inclinations and firſt 
ipring of life. Theſe obvious ſpecula- 
tions made me at length conclude, that 
there is a fort of vegetable principle in 
the mind of every man when he comes 


into the worl1. In infants the ſeeds lie 


buried and undiſcovered, until after a 
while they ſprout forth in a kind of ra- 


tional leaves, which are words; and in 
due ſeaſon the flowers begin to appear in 


Cowr. FEY. 


variety of beautiful colours, and all the 


gay pictures of youthful fancy and ima- 


gination; at laſt the fruit knits and is 
formed, which is green, perhaps, firſt, 
and four, unpleaſant to the taſte, and 
not fit to be gathered; until ripened by 
due care and application it diſcovers 1t- 
ſelf in all the noble productions of phi- 


loſophy mathematics, clole reaſoning, 


and handſome argumentation: and theſe 


fruits, when they arrive at juſt maturity, 


and are of a good kind, afford the moſt 


vigorous nouriſhment to the minds of 
men. I reflected further on the intel- 


lectual leaves before mentioned, and 
found almoſt as great a variety among 
them as in the vegetable world. I could 
eaſily obſerve the ſmooth ſhining Italian 
leaves; the nimble French aſpen always 
in motion; the Greek and Latin ever- 


greens, the Spaniſh myrtle, the Engliſh 


oak, the Scotch thiſtle, the Iriſh ſhain- 


brogue, the prickly German, and Dutch 
holly, the Poliſh and Ruſſian nettle, be- 


ſides a vaſt number of exotics imported 


from Aſia, Africa, and America. 1 


ſaw ſeveral' barren plants, which bore 
only leaves, without any hopes of flower 
or fruit: the leaves of ſome were fra- 


grant and well-ſhaped, and others ill- 
ſcented and irregular. I wondered at 


a let of old whimſical botaniiits, who 
ſpent their whole lives in the contempla- 
tion of ſome withered ZEgyptian, Cop- 
tic, Armenian, or Chineſe leaves, while 
others made it their buſineſs to collect in 


voluminous herbals all the ſeveral! leaves 
of ſome one tree. The flowers aiford a 


moſt diverting entertainment, in a won- 
7 CY = 


derful variety of figures, colours, and 
| ſcents; however, moſt of them wither- 
ed ſoon, or at beſt are but annuals. 
Some profeſſed floriſts make them their 
conſtant ſtudy and employment, and de- 
ſpiſe all fruit; and now and then a few 
fanciful people ſpend all their time in 
the cultivation of a ſingle tulip, or a 
carnation: but the moſt agreeable amuſe- 
ment ſeems to be the well chooſing, 


mixing, and binding together theſe 


flowers in pleaſing noſegays to preſent 
to ladies. The ſcent of Italian flowers 
is obſerved, like their other perfumes, 


to be too ſtrong, and to hurt the brain; 


that of the French with glaring gaudy 
colours, yet faint and languid ; German 


and Northern flowers have little or no 


ſmell, or ſometimes an unpleaſant one. 
'The ancients had a ſecret to give a laſt- 
ing beauty, colour, and ſweetneſs, to 


ſome of their choice flowers, which flou- 


'riſh to this day, and which few of the 


moderns can effect. Theſe are becoming 


enough and agrecable in their ſeaſon, 
and do often handſomely adorn an en- 


tertainment, but an over-fondneſs of 
them ſeems to be a diſeaſe. It rarely 4 


happens to find a plant vigorous enough, 
to have, like an orange-tree, at once 


beautiful ſhining leaves, fragrant flowers, 
and delicious nouriſhing fruit, Sir, 


your's, &c. 


DEAR SPEC. AVGUST 6, 1712. 


you have given us, in your Spec- 


tator of Saturday laſt, a very ex- 


cellent diſcourſe upon the force of cul- _ 
tom, and it's wonderful efficacy in mak- | 


ing every thing pleaſant to us. I cannot 
deny but that I received above two pen- 
nyworth of inſtruction from your paper, 
and in the general was very well pleated 
with it; but I am, without a compliment, 
ſincerely troubled that I cannot exactly 
be of your opinion that it makes every 
« thing pleaſing to us.“ In ſhort, I have 
the honour to be yoked to a young lady, 


who is, in plain Engliſh, for her ſtand- 


ing, a very eminent ſcold. She began 
to break her mind very freely both to 


me and her ſervants about two months 


after our nuptials; and though I have 
been accuſtomed to this humour of hers 
theſe three years, yet I do not know 
what is the matter with me, but I am 


no more delighted with it than I was 


at the very firſt. I have adviſed with 


her relations about her, and they all 


tell me that her mother and her grand- 


in the ule of fimilies. 
pulpit itſelf, as well as in other places, 
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mother before her were both taken much 
after the ſame manner; ſo that ſince i: 
runs in the blood, I have but final] 
hopes of her recovery. I ſhould be glad 
to have a little of your advice in this 
matter: I would not willingly trouble 
you to contrive how it may be a pleaſure 
to me; if you will but put me in a way 
that I may bear it with indifference, 1 
ſhall reſt ſatisfied. Dear Spec, your very 
humble ſervant. 


P. S. I muſt do the poor girl the ju. 
tice to let you know that this match was 
none of her own chooſing, or indeed of 
mine either; in conſideration of which 
I avoid giving her the leaſt provocation; 
and indeed we live better together than 
uſually folks do who hated one anotlier 
when they were firſt joined: to evade the 
ſin againſt parents, or at leaſt to exte- 
nuate it, my dear rails at my father and 


mother, and I curſe hers for making 


the match. 


NR. SPECTATOR, 1 
J Like the theme you lately gave out 
extremely, and ſliould be as glad to 


handle it as any man living: but I find 


myſelf no better qualified to write about 


money than about my wife; for, to tell 
you a {ſecret which I dehre may go no 
_ farther, I am maſter of neither of thole 


ſubjects. Yours, | 
| by PiLL GaRLICK. 
Auteur , n, | 


NIR. SPECTATOR, | 
I Deſire you would print this in Italic, 
lo as it may be generally taken notice 
of. It is deſigned only to admoniſh all 


perſons, who tpeak either at the bar, 


pulpit, or any public aſſembly whatſo- 
ever, how they diſcover their ignorance 


tuch groſs abuſes in this kind, that I 


give this warning to all I know. I ſhall 


bring them for the tuture before your 
ſpeRatorial authority, On Sunday lait, 


one, who ſhall be nameleſs, reproving 


leveral of his congregation for ſtanding 


at prayers, was pleated to fay—* One 


would think, like the elephant, you had 
© no knees. Now I myſelf {aw an ele- 
phant, in Bartholomew Fair, kneel down 
to take on his back the ingenious Mr. 


William Penkethman. Your moſt hum- 


ble ſervant, 


There are in the 


We 
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No CCCCLVI. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13. 


1 >; Quo LI BEI LI IN CELEBERRIMTS LOCIS PROPONUNTUR, HUIC NE PERIRE 


QUIDEM TACITE CONCEDITUR, TuLLs 


3 THE MAN, WHOSE CONDUCT IS PUBLICKLY ARRAIGNED, IS NOT SUFFERED EVEN 
3 5 TO BE RUINED GUIETLT. | 


\TWAY, in his tragedy of Venice 
Preſerved, has deſcribed the miſery 
of a man, whole effects are in the hands 
of the law, with great ſpirit. The bit- 
terneſs of being the ſcorn and laughter 
of baſe minds, the anguiſh of being in- 
ſulted by men hardened beyond the ſenſe 
of ſhame or pity, and the injury of a 
man's fortune being waſted, under pre- 
tence of juſtice, are excellently aggra- 
pate in the following ſpeech of Pierre 
to] Mer: 3 
I paſs'd this very moment by thy doors, 
And found them guarded by atroop of villains: 
The ſons of public rapine were deſtroying. 
They told me, by the ſentence of the law, 
They had commiſſion to ſeize all thy fortune: 
Nay more, Priuli's cruel hand had fign'd it. 
Here ſtood a ruffian with a norrid face, 
Lording it oer a pile of maſſy plate, 
Tumbled into a heap for public ſale. 
There was another making villainous jeſts 
At thy undoing : he had ta'en poſſeſſion 
Of all thy ancient moſt domeſtic ornaments: 
Rich hangings intermix'd and wrought with 
gold; | 

The MW. which on thy wedding-night 
Receiv'd thee to the arms of Belvidera, 
The ſcene of all thy joys, was violated 
By the coarſe hands of filthy dungeon villains, 
And thrown among the common lumber. 


Nothing, indeed, can be more un- 


1appy than the condition of bankruptcy. 
The calamity which happens to us by 
in fortune, or by the injury of others, 
las in it ſome conſolation ; but what 
wiles from our own miſbehaviour or er- 
ror, is the ſtate of the moſt exquiſite 
lorrow. When a man conſiders not 
only an ample fortune, but even the 
very neceſſaries of life, his pretence to 
food itſelt, at the mercy of his creditors, 


ke cannot but look upon himſelf in the 


tate of the dead, with his caſe thus 
much worſe, that the laſt office is per- 
formed by his adverſaries inſtead of his 
friends. From this hour the cruel world 
bes not only take poſſeſſion of his whole 
tortune, but even of every thing elle, 
which had no relation to it. All bis 


indifferent actions have new interpreta- 
tions put upon them; and thoſe whom 
he has favoured in his former life, diſ- 
charge themſelves of their obligations 
to him, by joining in the reproaches of 
his enemies. It is almoſt incredible 
that it ſhould be ſo; but it is too often 


ſeen that there is a pride mixed with the 


impatience of the creditor ; and there 


are who would rather recover their own _ 


by the downfal of a proſperous man, 
than be diſcharged to the common ſatiſ- 


faction of themſelves and their creditors. 
The wretched man, who was lately 
maſter of abundance, is now under the 


direction of others; and the wiſdom, 


_ ceconomy, good ſenſe, and ſkill in hu- 
man life betore, by reaſon of his pre- 
ſent misfortune, are of no uſe to him 
in the diſpolition of any thing. The 


incapacity of an infant or a lunatic is 
deligned for his proviſion and accom- 
modation; but that of a bankrupt, 


without any mitigation in reſpect of the 
accidents by which it arrived, is calcu-. 
| lated for his utter ruin, except there be 


a remainder ample enough after the diſ- 


charge of his creditors to bear all the 


expence of rewarding thoſe by whoſe 
means the effect of all his labour was 


transferred from him. This man is to 


look on and ſes others giving directions 


upon what terms and conditions his 
goods are to be purchaſed, and all this 


uſually done not with an air of truſtees 


to diſpoſe of his effects, but deſtroyers 


to divide and tear them in pieces. 
There is ſomething ſacred in” miſery 

to great and good minds; for this rea- 

ſon all wiſe lawgivers have been ex- 


tremely tender how they let looſe even 
the man who has right on his ſide, to 


act with any mixture of reſentment 
againſt the defendant. Virtuous and 
modeſt men, though they be ufed with 
fome artifice, and have it in their power 
to avenge themſelves, are flow in the 
application of that power, and are ever 
conſtrained to go into rigorous mea - 


ſures. They are careful to demonſtrate _ 


$Y 2 _ them- 
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themſelves not only perſons injured, but 


alſo that to bear it no longer would be 
a means to make the offender injure 
others, before they proceed. Such men 
clap their hands upon their hearts, and 
conſider what it is to have at their mercy 
the life of a citizen. Such would have 
it to ſay to their own ſouls, if poſſible, 
that they were merciful when they could 
have deſtroyed, rather than when it was 
in their power to have ſpared a man, 
they deftroyed. This is a due to the 
common calamity of human life, due 
in ſome meaſure to our very enemies. 
They who ſcruple doing the leaſt injury, 


are cautious of exacting the utmoſt juſ- 


tice. | 


Let any one who is converſant in the 


variety of human life reflect upon it, 
and he will find the man who wants 
mercy has a taſte of no enjoyment of 
any kind. There is a. natural diſrehiſh 
of every thing which is good in his very 
nature, and he is born an enemy to the 


world. He is ever extremely partial to 


dimſelf in all his actions, and has no 


ment which ſhall attend it. The law 
of the land is his goſpel, and all his 


eaſes of conſcience are determined by 


his attorney. Such men know not what 
it is to gladden the heart of a miſerable 
man, that riches are the inſtruments of 


ſerving the purpoſes of heaven or hell, ac- 


cording to the diſpoſition of the poſſeſſor. 
Tht wealthy can torment or gratify all 


vho are in their power, and chuſe to do 
one or other as they are affected with love 
or hatred to mankind. As for ſuch Who 
are inſenſible of the concerns of others, 


| but merely as they affect themſelves, 


theſe men are to be valued only for their 


mortality, and as we hope better things 
from their heirs. I could not but read 
with great delight a letter from an emi- 


nent citizen, who had failed, to one who 


was intimate with him in his better for- 
tune, and able by his countenance to 
_ retrieve his loſt condition, 


SIR, 


II is in vain to multiply words and 


1 make apologies for what is never to 
be defended by the beſt advocate in the 
world, the guilt of being unfortunate, 
All that a man in my condition can do 

„or ſay, will be received with prejudice 


by the generality of mankind, but 1 


hope not with you: you have been 3 
great inſtrument in helping me to 

what J have loſt; and I know, for that 
reaſon, as well as kindneſs to me, you 
cannot but be in pain to ſee me undone, 
To ſhew you I am not a man incapahle 
of bearing calamity, I will, though a 


poor man, lay aſide the diftinftion be. | 


tween ns, and talk with the frankneſz 
we did when we were nearer to an 
equality: as all I do will be received 
with prejudice, all you do will be look- 


ed upon with partiality. What I deſire 


of you is, that you, who are courted 
by all, would ſmile upon me, who am 
ſhunned by all. Let that grace and fa. 
vour which your fortune throws upon 
you, be turned to make up the coldneſs 
and indifference that is uſed towards 
me. All good and generous men wil! 
have an eye of kindneſs for me to" 
own ſake, and the reſt of the world wWill 
regard me for yours. There is a happy 
contagion in riches, as well as a qe. 
ſtructive one in poverty: the rich can 


make rich without parting with any of 
ſenſe of iniquity but from the puniſh- 


their ſtore; and the converſation of thy 
poor makes men poor, though they bor- 
row nothing of them. How this is to 
be accounted for I know not; but men's 
eſtimation follows us according to the 
company we keep. If you are what 
you were to me, you can go a great way 


towards my recovery; if you are not, 


my good fortune, if ever it returns, will 
return by flower approaches. I am, 
Sir, your affectionate friend, and hum- 


ble ſervant, 


This was anſwered with a condeſcen- 
fron that did not, by long impertinent 
profeſſions of kindneſs, inſult his di- 


treſs, but was as follows. 


DE AR TOM, 


1 Am very glad to hear that you have 


heart enough to begin the world a ſe- 


cond time. I aſſure you „I do not think 


our numerous family at all diminiſhed, 


in the gifts of nature for which I have 


ever ſo much admired them, by what has 
ſo lately happened to you. I ſhall not 
only countenance your affairs with my 


appearance for you, but ſhall accommo- 
date you with a conſiderable ſum at 


common intereſt for three years. You 
know I could make more of it; but J 
have fo great a love for you, that I can 

pm mm 


Shall this day lay before my reader 

a letter, written by the ſame hand 
with that of laſt Friday, which contain- 
ed propoſals for a printed news-paper 
that ſhould take in the whole circle of 
the penny- poſt. 


__ 8 

THE kind reception you gave my 
T laſt Friday's letter, in which I 
broached my project of a news- paper, 
encourages me to lay before you two or 
three more; for, you muſt know, Sir, 
that we look upon you to be the Lowndes 
of the learned world, and cannot think 


fore you have approved of it, though 
all the money we © raiſe by it is on our 
own funds, and for our private uſe.” 

I have often thought that a News- 
letter of Whiſpers, written every poſt, 


ſame manner as that of Mr. Dyer, Mr. 
Dawkes, or any other epiltolary hiſto- 
rian, might be highly gratifying to the 
public, as well as beneficial to the au- 


crets, and which bring a double plea- 
ture to the hearer; firſt, as they are pri- 
vate hiſtory, and in the next place, as 
they have always in them a daſh of 


lifications in an article of news, which 
recommend it, in a more than ordinary 


Sickneſs of perſons in high poſts, twi- 
light viſits paid and received by mini- 
ſters of tate, clandeltine courtſhips and 


deal. I have two perſons, that are each 
of them the repreſentative of a ſpecies, 
who- are to furniſh me with thoſe whil- 
pers which I intend to convey to my 


* 
* 


THE SPECTATOR, 


wave opportunities of gain to help you; 
for I do not care whether they ſay of 
me after I am dead, that I had an hun- 


the great coffee-houſes about town. 
you are alone with him in a wide room, 


any ſcheme practicable or rational be- 


and ſent about the kingdom, after the 


thor. By whiſpers I mean thoſe pieces 
of news which are communicated as ſe- 


{candal, Theſe are the two chief qua- 


manner, to the ears of the curious. 


marriages, ſecret amours, loſſes at play, 
applications for places, with their re- 
ſpective ſucceſſes or repulſes, are the 
materials in which I chiefly intend to 
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dred or fifty thouſand pounds more than 


I wanted when I was living. Your 


OD humble ſervant. 


Ne CCCCLVII. THURSDAY, AUGUST 14. 


enmnno_—_—_— 1 ULTAETPRECLARA MINAN TIS. 


HoR. SAT. III. Lo 2. Yo 9. 


SEEMING TO PROMISE SOME THING WOND'ROUS GREAT. 


correſpondents. The firſt of theſe is 


Peter Huſh, deſcended from the ancient 
family of the Huſhes : the other is the 
old Lady Blaſt, who has a very nume- 


rous tribe of daughters in the two great 


cities of London and Weſtminſter. Peter 
Huſh has a whuſpering-hole in moſt of 


It 


he carries you up into a corner of it, 
and ſpeaks it in your ear. I have ſeen 
Peter ſeat himſelf in a company of ſeven 
or eight perſons, whom he never ſaw be- 


fore in his life; and after having looked 


about to ſee there was no one that over- 
heard him, has communicated to them 
in a low voice, and under the ſeal of 
ſecrecy, the death of a great man in the 
country, who was perhaps a fox-hunt- 
ing the very moment this account was 
given of him. If upon your entering 
into a coffee-houſe you tee a circle of 
heads bending over the table, and lying 


cloſe by one another, it is ten to one 
but my friend Peter is amon 


g them. I 
have known Peter publiſhing the whiſper 
of the day by eight of the clock in the 
morning at Garraway's, by twelve at 
Will's, and before two at Smyrna. 
When Peter had thus effectually launch- 


ed a ſecret, I have been very well pleated 


to hear people whiſpering it to one an- 
other at ſecond-hand, and ſpreading it 


about as their own ; for you muſt know, 
Sir, the great incentive to whiſpering is 
the ambition which every one has of 


being thought in the ſecret, and being 


looked upon as a man who has acceſs 
to greater people than one would ima» 
gine. After having given you this ac 
count of Peter Huſh, I proceed to that 
virtuous lady, the old Lady Blaſt, wha 
is to communicate to me the private 
tranſactions of the crimp-table, with ail 
the arcana of the fair- ſex. The Lady 
Blaſt, you muſt underſtand, has ſuch a 
particular malignity in her whiſper, that 

_ ; it 


906 


the life of a citizen. Such would have 
it to ſay to their own ſouls, if poſſible, 
that they were merciful when they could 
have deſtroyed, rather than when it was 


in their power to have ſpared a man, 


they deſtroyed. This is a due to the 


common calamity of human life, due 


in ſome meaſure to our very enemies. 
They who ſcruple doing the leaſt injury, 
are cautious of exacting the utmoſt juſ- 


Let any one who is converſant in the 


variety of human life refle& upon it, 
and he will find the man who wants 
mercy has a taſte of no enjoyment of 


any kind. There is a, natural diſreliſh 
of every thing which is good in his very 


nature, and he is born an enemy to the 


world. He is ever extremely partial to 


himſelf in all his actions, and has no 
ſenſe of iniquity but from the puniſh- 
ment which ſhall attend it. The law 


of the land is his goſpel, and all his 
eaſes of conſcience are determined by 


His attorney. Such men know not what 
it is to gladden the heart of a miferable 


man, that riches are the inſtruments of 


ſerving the purpoſes of heaven or hell, ac- 


cording to the diipoſition of the poſſeſſor. 
Tht wealthy can torment or gratify all 


who are in their power, and chuſe to do 
one or other as they are affected with love 
or hatred to mankind. As for ſuch who 
are inſenſible of the concerns of others, 


dut merely as they affect themſelves, 
theſe men are to be valued only for their 
mortality, and as we hope better things 


from their heirs. I could not but read 


with great delight a letter from an emi. _ 
nent citizen, who had failed, to one who 


was intimate with him in his better for- 
tune, and able by his countenance to 


retrieve his loſt condition. 


$18, : 


II is in vain to multiply words and 
1 make apologies for what is never to 
be defended by the beſt advocate in the 


world, the guilt of being unfortunate. 
All that a man in my condition can do 


„or fay, will be received with prejudice 
by the generality of mankind, but I 


your numerous fami 


THE SPECTATOR, 


themſclves not only perſons injured, but 
alſo that to bear it no longer would be 
2 means to make the offender injure 
others, before they proceed. Such men 
clap their hands upon their hearts, and 
conſider what It is to have at their mercy 


hope not with you: you have been 3 
great inſtrument in helping me to 

what I have loſt; and I know, for that 
reaſon, as well as kindneſs to me, yoy 
cannot but be in pain to ſee me undone, 
To ſhew you I am not a man incapahle 
of bearing calamity, I will, though a 


poor man, lay afide the diſtinction he. | 
tween ns, and talk with the frankne( 


we did when we were nearer to an 
equality: as all I do will be received 
with prejudice, all you do will be look- 
ed upon with partiality. What I deſire 
of you 1s, that you, who are courted 
by all, would ſmile upon me, who am 
ſhunned by all. Let that grace and fa. 
vour which your fortune throws upon 
you, be turned to make up the coldneſs 
and indifference that is uſed towards 
me. All good and generous men wil! 
have an eye of kindneſs for me fob m 

own ſake, and the reſt of the world will 


regard me for yours. There is a happy 


contagion in riches, as well as a de. 
ſtruftive one in poverty: the rich can 


make rich without parting with any of 
their ſtore; and the converſation of thy 


poor makes men poor, though they bor- 
row nothing of them. How this is to 


be accounted for I know not; but men's 


eſtimation follows us according to the 
company we keep. If you are what 


you were to me, you can go a great way 


towards my recovery; if you are not, 
my good fortune, if ever it returns, will 
return by flower approaches, 


ble ſervant. 


This was anſwered with a condeſcen- 


fron that did not, by long impertinent 


profeſſions of kindneſs, inſult his diſ- 


treſs, but was as follows. 


DEAR TOM, 


1 Am very glad to hear that you have 


heart enough to begin the world a ſe- 
cond time. I aſſure you, I do not think 

| ly at all diminiſhed, 
in the gifts of nature for which I have 
ever ſo much admired them, by what has 
ſo lately happened to you. I ſhall not 
only countenance your affairs with my 
appearance for you, but ſhall accommo- 
date you with a conſiderable ſum at 


common intereſt for three years. You 


know I could make more of it; but I 
have fo great a love for you, that I can 
FE ne mh a wm | wave 


Ian, 
Sir, your affectionate friend, and hum. 
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wave opportunities of gain to help you; 
for I do not care whether they ſay of 
me after I am dead, that I had an hun- 


dred or fifty thouſand pounds more than 


I wanted when I was living. Your 
= iged humble ſervant. 


Ne CCCCLVII. THURSDAY, AUGUST 14. 


eenmoo_—_— ULTAFEITPRECLARA MINAN TIS. 


HoR. SAT. 111. L. 2. v. 9. 


SEEMING TO PROMISE SOME THING WOND'ROUS GREAT» 


Shall this day lay before my reader 
a letter, written by the ſame hand 
with that of laſt Friday, which contain- 
ed propoſals for a printed news-paper 
that ſhould take in the whole circle of 
the penny-poſt. | 


SIRS 1 | 
THE kind reception you gave my 
= laſt Friday's letter, in which I 
broached my project of a news-paper, 
encourages me to lay before you two or 
three more; for, you muſt know, Sir, 
that we look upon you to be the Lowndes 
of the learned world, and cannot think 
any ſcheme practicable or rational be- 
fore you have approved of it, though 
all the money we raiſe by it is on our 
own funds, and for our private uſe.” 
I have often thought that a News- 
letter of Whiſpers, written every poſt, 
and ſent about the kingdom, after the 
ſame manner as that of Mr. Dyer, Mr. 


Dawkes, or any other epiltolary hiſto- 


rian, might be highly gratifying to the 
public, as well as beneficial to the au- 
| thor. By whiſpers I mean thoſe pieces 
of news which are communicated as ſe- 
crets, and which bring a double plea- 
ture to the hearer; firſt, as they are pri- 
vate hiſtory, and in the next place, as 

they have always in them a daſh of 
ſcandal, Theſe are the two chief qua- 

lifications in an article of news, which 
recommend it, in a more than ordinary 
manner, to the ears of the curious. 


Sickneſs of perſons in high poſts, twi- 


light viſits paid and received by mini- 
ſters of ſtate, clandeſtine courtſhips and 


marriages, ſecret amours, loſſes at play, 


applications for places, with their re- 
ſpective ſucceſſes or repulſes, are the 
materials in which I chiefly intend to 


deal. I have two perſons, that are each 


of them the repreſentative of a ſpecies, 
who are to furniſh me with thoſe whil- 
pers which I intend to convey to my 


ol 


correſpondents. The firſt of theſe is 


Peter Huſh,” deſcended from the ancient 
family of the Huſhes: the other is the 
old Lady Blaſt, who has a very nume- 
rous tribe of daughters in the two great 
cities of London and Weſtminſter. Peter 


Huſh has a whiſpering-hole in moſt of 
the great coffee-houſes about town. If 


you are alone with him in a wide room, 


he carries you up into a corner of it, 
and ſpeaks it in your ear. I have ſeen 


Peter ſeat himſelf in a company of ſeven 


or eight perſons, whom he never ſaw be- 


fore in his life; and after having looked 
about to ſee there was no one that over- 
heard him, has communicated to them 
in a low voice, and under the ſeal of 
ſecrecy, the death of a great man in the 


country, who was perhaps a fox-hunt- 


ing the very moment this account was 
given of him. If upon your entering 
into a coffee-houſe you ſee a circle of 
heads bending over the table, and lying 


cloſe by one another, it is ten to one 


but my friend Peter is among them. I 
have known Peter publiſhing the whiſper 
of the day by eight of the clock in the 


morning at Garraway's, by twelve at 


Will's, and before two at Smyrna. 
When Peter had thus effectually launch- 
ed a ſecret, I have been very well pleaſed 
to hear people whiſpering it to one an- 
other at ſecond-hand, and ſpreading it 


about as their own; for you muſt know, 
Sir, the great incentive to whiſpering is 


the ambition which every one has of 
being thought in the ſecret, and being 


looked upon as a man who has accels 


to greater people than one would ima. 
gine. After having given you this ac- 


count of Peter Huſh, I proceed to that 


virtuous lady, the old Lady Blaſt, wha 
is to communicate to me the private 


tranſactions of the crimp-table, with all 


the arcana of the fair-tex. The Lady 


Blaſt, you muſt underſtand, has ſuch a 
particular malignity in her whitper, that 


it 
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it blights like an eaſterly wind, and 
withers every reputation that it breathes 
upon. She has a particular knack at 
making private weddings, and laſt win- 
ter married above five women of quality 


to their footmen. Her whiſper can make 
an innocent young woman big with 


child, or fill an healthy young fellow 
with diſtempers that are not to be named. 
She can turn a viſit into an intrigue, and 
a diſtant ſalute into an aſſignation. She 
can beggar the wealthy, and degrade 
In ſhort, ſhe can whiſper 
men baſe or fooliſh, jealous or ill-na- 
tured ; or, if occaſion requires, can tell 
you the ſlips of their great grandmothers, 
and traduce the memory of honeſt coach- 
men that have been in their graves above 
theſe hundred years. By theſe and the 
like helps, I queſtion not but I ſhall 
furniſh out a very handſome news-letter, 
If you approve my project, I ſhall be- 
gin to whiſper by the very next poſt ; 
and queſtion not but every one of my 
cuſtomers will be very well pleaſed with 
me, when he conſiders that every piece 


of news I ſend him is a word in his ear, 
and lets him into a ſecret. | 


Having given you a iketch of this 


project, I ſhall, in the next place, ſug- 


geſt to you another for a monthly 


- pamphelt, which I ſhall likewiſe ſubmit 


to your ſpectatorial wiſdom. I need 
not tell you, Sir, that there are ſeveral 


authors in France, Germany, and Hol- 


THE SPECTATOR: 


land, as well as in our own country, 
who publiſh every month, what they 
call“ An Account of the Works of 
© the Learned, in which they give us 
an abſtract of all ſuch books as are 
printed in any part of Europe. Now, 
Sir, it is my deſign to publiſh every 
month—* An Account of the Works 
© of the Unlearned.“ Several late pro- 
ductions of my own countrymen, who 
many of them make a very eminent fi- 
gure in the illiterate world, encourage 
me in this undertaking. I may, in this 


work, poſſibly make a review of ſeveral 


pieces which have appeared in the foreign 
accounts above-mentioned, though they 
ought not to have been taken notice of in 
works which bear ſuch a title. I may, 
likewiſe, take into conſideration ſuch 
pieces as appear, from time to time, 
under the names of thoſe gentlemen who 
compliment one another in public aſſem- 
blies, by the title of—* The Learned 
© Gentlemen. Our party-authors wil! 

alſo afford me a great variety of ſub- 

jets, not to mention editors, commen- 
tators, and others, who are often men 
of no learning, or, what is as bad, of 
no knowledge. TI ſhall not enlarge upon 

this hint; but if you think any thing 

can be made of it, Þ ſhall ſet about it 
with all the pains and application that 
fo uſeful a work deſerves. I am ever, 
moſt worthy Sir, &c. i 


Ne CCCCXLVII. FRIDAY, AUGUST 15. 
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FALSE MOD ESTV. 


15 | Could not but ſmile at the account 


that was yelterday given me of a 
modeſt young gentleman, who being 
invited to an entertainment, though he 


was not uſed to drink, had not the con- 


fidence to refuſe his glaſs in his turn, 


when on a ſudden he grew fo fluſtered 


that he took all the talk of the table into 
dis own hands, abuſed every one of the 
company, and flung a bottle at the gen- 
tleman's head that treated him. This 


has given me occaſion to refleft upon 


the ill effects of a vicious modeſty, and 
to remember the ſaying of Brutus, as it 
is quoted by Plutarch, that * the perſon 


PUDOR AL Vu 


ns | 
| Hor. 


© has had but an ill education, who has 
© not been taught to deny any thing.” 
This falſe kind of modeſty has, perhaps, 
betrayed both ſexes into as many vices | 
as the moſt abandoned impudence; and 
is the more inexcuſable to reaſon, be- 
cauſe it acts to gratify others rather than 
Itſelf, and is punifhed with a kind of 
remorſe, not only like other vicious ha- 
bits when the crime 1s over, but even 
at the very time that it is committed. 
Nothing is more amiable than true 
modeſty, and nothing is more contempt- 
ible than the falſe. The one guards 
virtue, the other betrays it. True mo- 
| = defty 
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deſty is aſhamed to do any thing that is 
repugnant to the rules of right reaſon : 
© falſe modeſty is aſhamed to do any thing 
that is oppoſite to the humour of the 
company. True modeſty avoids every 
thing that is criminal, falſe modeſty 
every thing that is unfaſhionable. The 
latter is only a general undetermined in- 
ſin& ; the former is that inſtinct, limit- 
ed and ci-cumſcribed by the rules of 
prudence and religion. El 
We may conclude that modeſty to be 
falſe and vicious which engages a man 
to do any thing that is ill or indiſcreet, 
or which reſtrains him from doing any 
ching that is of a contrary nature. How 
many men in-the common concerns of 
life, lend ſums of money which they are 
not able to ſpare, are bound for perſons 
whom they have but little triendſhip for, 


give recommendatory characters of men 


whom they are not acquainted with, 
beſtow places on thoſe whom they do 
not eſteem, live in ſuch a manner as 
they themſelves do not approve, and ail 
this merely becauſe they have not the 
confidence to reſiſt ſolicitation, impor- 
tunity, or example ? | 

Nor does this falſe modeſty expoſe us 
only to ſuch actions as are inditcreet, 
but very often to ſuch as are highly cri- 
minal. When Xenophanes was called 


timorous, becauſe he would not venture 


kis money in a game at dice I con- 
© fels,” ſaid he, that I am exceeding 
© timorous, for I dare not do an ill 
© thing.” On the contrary, a man of 
vicious modeſty complies with every 


thing, and is only fearful of doing what 


may look ſingular in the company where 
he is engaged. He falls in with the 


torrent, and lets himſelf go to every 


action or diſcourſe, however unjuſtifi- 
able in itſelf, ſo it be in vogue among 
the preſent party. This, though one 
of the moſt common, is one of the moit 
ridiculous diſpoſitions in human nature, 
that men ſhould not be aſhamed of ſpeak - 
ing or acting in a diſſolute or irrational 
manner, but that one who is in their 


company ſhould be aſhamed of govern- 
ing himſelf by the principles of reaſon 


and virtue. | 5 | 

In the ſecond place we are to conſider 
talle modeſty, as it reſtrains a man from 
doing what is good and laudable. My 
trader's own thoughts will ſuggeſt to 
lim many inſtances and examples under 
this head, I ſhall only dwell upon one 
rlefion, which 1 cannot make without 
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a ſecret concern. We have in England 
a particular baſhfulneſs in every thing 
that regards religion. A well-bred man 
is obliged to conceal any ſerious ſenti- 
ment of this nature, and very often to 
appear a greater libertine than he is, that 
he may keep himſelf in countenance 
among the men of mode. Our exceſs 
of modeſty makes us ſhame-faced in all 
the exerciſes of piety and devotion. 
This humour prevails upon us daily; 
inſomuch, that at many well-bred 
tables, the maſter of the houſe is ſo 

very modeſt a man, that he has not the 
confidence to ſay grace at his own table: 
a cuſtom which is not only practiſed by 
all the nations about us, but was never 
omitted by the heathens themſelves. 
Engliſh gentlemen who travel into Ro- 
man- catholic countries, are not a little 

ſupriſed to meet with people of the heſt 
quality kneeling in their churches, and 
engaged in their private devotions, 
though it be not at the hours of public 

worſhip. An officer of the army, or a 
man of wit and pleaſure in thoſe coun- 


tries, would be afraid of paſſing not 


only for an irreligious, but an ill-bred 
man, ſhould he be ſeen to go to bed, or 
fit down at table, without offering up his 
devotions on ſuch occaſions. The ſame 
ſhew of religion appears in all the fo- 
reign reformed churches, and enters ſo 
much into their ordinary converſation, 


that an Engliſhman is apt to term them 


hypocritical and preciſe. 


This little appearance of a religious 


deportment in our nation, may proceed 


in ſome meaſure from that modeſty 


which is natural to us; but the great oc- 
caſion of it is certainly this: thoſe ſwarms 
of ſectaries that over- ran the nation in 


the time of the great rebellion, carried 


their hypscriſy ſo high, that they had 


converted our whole language into a. 


Jargon of enthufiaſm; inſomuch that 


upon the Reſtoration men thought they 
could not recede too far from the beha- 


viour and practice of thoſe perſons, who 


had made religion a cloke to ſo many 


villainies. This led them into the other 
extreme; every appearance of devotion 


was looked upon as puritanical, and 


falling into the hands of the ridiculers 


who flouriſhed in that reign, and at- 
tacked every thing that was ſerious, it 
has ever ſince been out of countenance 
among us. By this means we are gra- 


dually fallen into that vicious mode ty, 


which has in ſome meaſure worn out 
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from among us the appearance of chriſ- 


tianity in ordinary life and converſation, 


and which diſtinguiſhes us from all our 


neighbours. „ | 

Hypocriſy cannot indeed be too much 
4 but at the ſame time is to be 
referred to open impiety. They are 
Loch equally deſtructive to the perſon 
who is poſſeſſed with them; but in re- 


ard to others, bypocrily is not fo per- 


nicious as barefaced irreligion. The 


due mean to be obſerved is to be fin. 
cerely virtuous, and at the fame time to 
let the world ſee we are fo. I do not 
know a more dreadful menace in the 
Holy Writings, than that which is pro. 
nounced againſt thoſe who have this 
perverted modeſty, to be aſhamed before 
men in a particular of ſuch unſpeakable 


importance, ; 
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ELIGION may be conſidered 
under two general heads. The 
firſt comprehends what we are to be- 
lieve, the other what we are to practiſe. 
By thoſe things which we are to believe, 
I mean whatever is revealed to us in the 
Holy Writings, and which we could 


not have obtained the knowledge of by 
the light of nature; by the things which 


we are to practiſe, I mean all thoſe duties 
to which we are directed by reaſon or 


natural religion. The firſt of theſe I 


ſhall diſtinguiſh, by the name of faith, 
the ſecond by that of morality. 
If we look into the more ſerious 


| out of mankind, we find many who 
lay ſo great a ſtreſs upon faith, that they 


Neglect morality; and many who build 
ſo much upon morality, that they do 
not pay a due regard to faith. The 


perfect man ſhould be defective in nei- 
ther of theſe particulars, as will be very 
evident to thoſe who conſider the bene- 


fits which ariſe from each of them, and 


which I ſhall make the ſubject of this 
_ day's paper. F 
Notwithſtanding this general diviſion 
of chriſtian duty into morality and faith, 


and that they have both their peculiar 
excellencies, the firſt has the pre-emi- 
nence in ſeveral reſpects. | 


Firſt, hecauſe the greateſt part of 


morality, as I have ſtated the notion of 


it, is of a fixed eternal nature, and will 
endure when faith ſhall fail, and be loſt 
in conviction. 8 : | 

Secondly, becauſe a perſon may be 
qualified to do greater good to mankind, 


HoRr, Ep. IV. L. + Þ Vs, Jo | 


CREECHe 


and become more beneficial to the world, 


by morality without faith, than by faith 


without morality, _ | 
Thirdly, becauſe moratity gives a 


greater perfection to human nature, by 
quieting the mind, moderating the paſ- 


ſions, and advancing the happineſs of 
every man in his private oy" 


Fourthly, becauſe the rule of mora- 


lity is much more certain than that of 
faith, all the civilized nations of the 


world agreeing in the great points of 


morality, as much as they differ in thoſe 
of faith. | 


Fifthly, becauſe infidelity is not of 


ſo malignant a nature as immorality ; 


or to. put the ſame reaſon in another 


light, becauſe it is generally owned, 
there may be falvation for a virtuous 


infidel, particularly in the caſe of in- 
vincible ignorance, but none for a vi- 


cious believer. 


Sixthly, becauſe faith ſeems to dus 


it's principal, if not all it's excellency, 


from the influence it has upon morality; 


as we ſhall ſee more at large, if we con- 
ſider wherein conſiſts the excellency of 


faith, or the belief of revealed religion; 


and this I think is, 


Firſt, in explaining, and carrying 
to greater heights ſeveral points of mo- 


rabity. | 

Secondly, in furniſhing new and 
ſtronger motives to enforce the practice 
of morality. © _ 


Thirdly, in giving us more amiable . 


ideas of the Supreme Being, more en- 


dearing notions of one another, and ® 


truck 
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truer ſtate of ourſelves, both in regard 
to the grandeur and vileneſs of our na- 
tures. | | ; | 
Fourthly, by ſhewing us the black - 


neſs and deformity of vice, which in 


the chriſtian ſyſtem is ſo very great, that 
he who is poſſeſſed of all perfection and 
the ſovereign judge of it, is repreſented 
by ſeveral of our divines as hating ſin 
to the fame degree that he loves the 
facred Perſon who was made the prqpi- 


tiation of it. | 


Fifthly, in being the ordinary and 
reſcribed method of making morality 


| effectual to ſalvation. 


I have only touched on theſe ſeveral 


heads, which every one who is con- 


verſant in diſcourſes of this nature will 
eaſily enlarge upon in his own thoughts, 
and draw concluſions from them which 


may be uſeful to him in the conduct of 


his life. One I am ſure is ſo obvious, 
that he cannot miſs it, namely, that a 
man cannot be perfe& in his ſcheme of 
morality, who does not ſtrengthen and 
ſupport it with ' that of the chriſtian 
mth. . =: 
Beſides this, I | 
three other maxims which I think we 
may deduce from what has been ſaid. 
Firſt, that we ſhould be particularly 
cautious of making any thing an article 
of faith, which does not contribute to 
the confirmation or improvement of mo- 
rality. IS, 3 


Secondly, that no article of faith can | 


be true and authentic, which weakens 


or ſubverts the practical part of reli- 


gion, or what I have hitherto called mo- 
rallty.. +... | 1 5 | 

Thirdly, that the greateſt friend of 
morality, or natural religion, cannot 


poſſibly apprehend any danger from em- 
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bracing chriſtianity, as it is preſerved 


pure and uncorrupt in the d 
our national church. ny 
There is likewiſe another maxim 
which I think may be drawn from the 
foregoing conſiderations, which. is this, 
that we ſhould, in all dubious points, 
conſider any ill conſequences that may 
ariſe from them, ſuppoſing they ſhould 
be erroneous, before we give up our aſ- 
ſent to them | | 
For example, in that diſputable point 
of 8 men for conſcience ſake, 
beſides the imbittering their minds with 
hatred, indignation, and all the yehe- 
mence of reſentment, and enſnaring them 


rines of 


to profeſs what they do not believe; we 


cut them off from the pleaſures and ad- 
vantages of ſociety, fies their bodies, 
diſtreſs their fortunes, hurt their repu- 
tation, ruin their families, make their - 
lives painful, or put an end to them. 
Sure when I ſee ſuch dreadful conſe- 
quences riſing from a principle, I would 


be as fully convinced of the truth of it, 


as of a mathematical demonſtration, be- 
fore I would venture to act upon it, or 
make it a part of my religion. 


In this caſe the injury done our neigh. 


bour is plain and evident; the principle 
that puts us upon doing it, of a dubi- 
ous and diſputable nature. Morality 
ſeems highly violated by the one, and 
whether or no a zeal for what a man 
thinks the true ſyſtem of faith, may juſ- 
tify it, is very uncertain. TI cannot but 
think, if our religion produces charity 
as well as zeal, it will not be for ſhew- 


ing itſelf by ſuch cruel inſtances. But 


to conclude with the words of an excel- 
lent author—* We have juſt enough 
religion to make us hate, but not 
enough to make us love one another.” 
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T ELV DED BY. A SEEMING EXCELLENCE. 


R defects and follies are too 

often unknown to us; nay, they 
are ſo far from being known to us, that 
they paſs for demonſtrations of our 


worth. This makes us eaſy in the 


Hor. ARS PoET: v. 25. 


Ros cou, 


midſt of them, fond to ſhew them, fond 


to improve in them, and to be eſteemed 
for them. Then it is that a thouſand 
unaccountable conceits, gay inventions, 
and extravagant actions, muſt afford us 
15 52 pleaſures, 


912 


pleaſures, and diſplay us to others in the 
colours which we ourſelves take a fancy 
to glory in; and indeed there is ſome. 
thing ſo amuſing for the time in this 
ſtate of vanity and ill-grounde( ſatis · 
faction, that even the wiſer world has 
choſen an exalted word to deſcribe it's 
inchantments, and called it The Para- 
« dile of Fools, | BED 
Perhaps the latter part of this reflec- 
tion may ſeem a falſe thought to ſome, 
and bear another turn than what I have 

iven ; but it is at preſent none of my 
Rufus to look after it, who am goin 
to confeſs that I have been lately — 
them in a viſion. 

Methought I was tranſported to a 
hill, green, flowery, and of an eaſy 
aſcent. Upon the broad top of it re- 
fided ſquint-eyed Error, and popular 
Opinion with many heads; two that 
dealt in ſorcery, and were famous for 
bewitching people with the love of them- 
ſelves. To theſe repaired a multitude 


from every ſide by two different paths 


_ which lead towards each of them, Some 
who had the moſt aſſuming air, went 
directly of themſelves to Error, without 
expecting a conductor; others of a ſofter 


nature went firſt to popular Opinion, 


from whence as ſhe influenced and en- 
gaged them with their own praiſes, ſhe 
delivered them over to his government. 


When we had aſcended to an open 


part cf the ſummit where Opinion abode, 


we found her entertaining ſeveral who 
Her voice was 


had arrived before us. 
pleating 3 ſhe breathed odours as the 
poke; the ſeemed to have a tongue tor 
every one; every one thought he heard 
of ſomething that was valuable in him- 
ſelf, and expected a paradiſe which ſhe 
promiſed as the reward of his merit. 
Thus were we drawn to follow her, till 
ſhe could bring us where it was to be 
beſtowed: and it was obſervable, that 
all the way ſne went, the company was 
Either praiſing themſelves for their qua- 
li cat ions, or one another for thoſe qua- 
lifications which they took to be con- 
tpicucug in their own characters, or 
diſpraiſing others far wanting theirs, or 
vying in the degrees of them. | 
At laſt we approached a bower, at 
the entrance of which Error was ſeated. 
The trees - were thick woven, and the 
place where he ſat artfully contrived to 
darken him a little. He was diſguiſed 
m a whitiſh robe, which he had put on, 
bat de zuight appear to us with 2 nearer 
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reſemblance to Truth: and as the has x 
light whereby ſhe manifeſts the beauties 
of nature to the eyes of her adorers, ſo 
he had provided himſelf with a magical 
wand, that he might do ſomething in 
imitation of it, and pleaſe with delu- 
tons. This he lifted folemnly, and 
muttering to himſelf, bid the glories 
which he kept under inchantment to 
appear before us. Immediately we caſt 
our eyes to that part of the ſky to which 


he pointed, and obſerved a thin blue 


proſpect, which cleared as mountains in 
a ſummer morning when the miſts go 
off, and the palace of Vanity appcared 
to fight. | 

The foundation hardly ſeemed a 
foundation, but a {et of curling clouds, 
which it ſtood upon by magical con- 


trivance. The way by which we aſcend. 


ed was painted like a rainbow; and as 


we went, the breeze that played about. 


us bewitched the {enles, The walls 
were gilded all for ſhow ; the loweſt ſet 
of pillars were of the ſlight fine Corin- 
thian order; and the top of the building 


being rounded, bore to far the relem- 


blance of a bubble, 

At the gate the travellers neither met 
with a porter, nor waited till one ſhould 
appear; every one thought his merit a 


| ſufficient paſſpert, and preſſed forward, 


In the hall we met with ſeveral, phan- 
toms, that roved an:ongſt us, and ranged 
the company according to their ſenti- 
ments, There was decreating Honour, 
that had nothing to ſhew in but an old 


coat of his anceſtors atchievements : there 


was Oſtentation, that made himſelf his 


own conſtant ſubject, and Gallantry 


ſtrutting upon his tiptoes, At the upper 
end of the hall ſtood a throne, whole 
canopy glittercd with all the riches that 
gaiety could contrive to Javiſh on it; 
and between the gilded arms fat Vanity, 
decked in the peacock's feathers, and 
acknowledged tor another Venus by her 
votaries. The boy who ſtood beſide her 
tor a Cupid, and who made the world 
to bow before her, was called Sch. 


Conceit. His eyes had every now and 


then a caſt inwards to the neglect of all 


__ objects about him; and the arms which 


he made uſe of for conqueſt, were bor- 
rowed from thoſe againſt whom. he had 
a deſign. The arrow which he ſhot at 
the ſoldier, was fledged from his own 


plume of feathers ; the dart he directed 


againſt the man of wit, was winged 
from the quills he writ with; and rs 
7 Which 
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which he ſent againſt thoſe who pre- 


ſumed upon their riches, was headed 


with gold out of their treaſuries: he 
madenets for ſtateſmen from their own 
contrivances; he took fire from the eyes 
of ladies, with which he melted their 
hearts; and lightning from the tongues 
of the eloquent, to enflame them with 
their own glories. At the foot of the 
throne ſat three falſe Graces ; Flatte 

with a ſhell of paint, Affectation with a 
mirrour to practiſe at, and Faſhion ever 
changing the poſture of our cloaths, 
Theſe applied themſelves to ſecure the 
conqueſts which Selt-Conceit had got- 
ten, and had each of them their parti- 
cular polities. Flattery gave new co- 
lours and complexions to all things, 
Affectation new airs and appearances, 
which, as ſhe ſaid, were not vulgar; 


and Faſhion both concealed ſome home 


defects, and added ſome foreign external 

beauties. | | : 
As I was reflecting upon what I ſaw, 

J heard a voice in the crowd, bemoan- 


ing the condition of mankind, which is 


| thus managed by the breath of Opi- 
nion, deluded by error, fired by Self- 
Conceit, and given up to be trained in 
all the courles of Vanity, till Scorn or 


Poverty come upon us. 'Thele expreſ- 
ſions were no ſooner handed about, but 


I immediately faw a general diſorder, 
till at laſt there was a parting in one 
place, and a grave old man, decent and 


reſolute, was led forward to be puniſhed - 


for the words he had uttered. He ap- 
peared inclined to have ſpoken in his 


own defence, but I could not obſerve. 


that any one was willing to hear him. 
Vanity caſt a ſcornkul ſmile at him; 


Self. Conceit was angry; Flattery, WH 
knew him for Plain-dealing, put on a 
vizard, and turned away; Aﬀectation . 


toſſed her fan, made mouths, and called 


him Envy or Slander; and Faſhion 


would have it, that at leaſt he muſt be 
I!l-Manners. 


he uſed no better wherever they met 
with him hercafter: . 
I had already ſeen the meaning of 
; moſt part of that warning which he had 


ziven, and was conſidering how the lat- 


ter words ſhould be fulfilled, when a 
mighty noiſe was heard without, and 


the door was blackened by a numerous 


train of harpies eroudirg in upon us. 


Thus flighted and de- 
ſpiſed by ail, he wis driven out for 
abuſing people of merit and figure; and 
I heard it firmly reſolved, that he ſhould - 


Folly and Broken-Credit were ſeen in 
the houſe before they entered. Trou- 


ble, Shame, Infamy, Scorn, and Po- 


verty, brought up the rear. Vanity, 
with her Cupid and Graces, diſappeared; 


her ſubjects ran into holes and corners; 
but many of them were found and car- 
ried off, as I was told by one who ſtood 
near me, either to priſons or cellars, ſo- 


litude, or little company, the mean arts 
or the viler crafts of life. But theſe;“ 


added he, with a diſdainful air, „are 


ſuch who would fondly live here, when 


© their merits neither matched the luſtre 


© of the place, nor their riches it's ex- 
« pences, We have ſeen ſuch ſcenes as 


© theſe before now; the glory yoa faw 
will all return when the hurry is over.“ 
I thanked him for his information, and 


| believing him fo incorrigible as that he 
would ſtay till it was his turn to be 
taken, I made off to the door, and over 
took ſome few, who, though they would 


not hearken to Plain-dealing, were now 


- terrified to good purpoſe by the exam- 
ple of others: but when they had touched 


the threſhold, it was a ſtrange ſhock to 
them to find that the deluſion of Error 


was gone, and they plainly diſcerned 


the building to hang a little up in the 
air without any real foundation. At 
firlt we ſaw nothing but a deſperate leap 


remained for us, and I a thouſand times 
blamed my unmeaning curioſity that 


had brought me into ſo much danger. 


But as they began to ſink lower in their 
own minds, methought the palace ſunk - 


along with us, till they were arrived at 
the due point of Eſteem which they 


ought to haye for themſelves ; then the 
part of the building in which they ſtocd 


touched the earth, and we departing 
out, it retired from our eyes. Now, 
whether they who ſtayed in the palace 


were ſenſible of this deſcent; I cannot 
tell; it was then my opinion that they 
were not. However it be, my dream 
broke up at it, and has given me occa- 
ſion all my life to reflect upon the fatal 


conſequences of following the ſuggeſ- 
tions of Vanity. | 7 


MR. SPECTATOR; 


and better-bred part of mankind; I 


mean the ceremonies, bows, curtſies, 
whiſperings, ſmiles, winks, nods, with 
other familiar arts of ſalutation, which 


5 2 2 take 


1 Write to you to deſire, that you would 
again touch upon a certain enormity, 
which is chicfly in uſe among the politer | 
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take up in our churches ſo much time, 


that might be better employed, and which 


ſeem ſoutterly inconſiſtent with the duty 


and true intent of our 'entering into 
thoſe religious aſſemblies. The reſem- 
blance ich this bears to our indeed 

roper behaviour in theatres, may be 
ſome inſtance of it's incongruity in the 


above - mentioned places. In Roman 


Catholic churches and chapels abroad, 
I myſelf have obſerved, more than once, 


perſons of the firſt quality, of the neareſt 
relation, and intimateſt acquaintance, 


paſſing by one another unknowing as it 
were, and unknown, and with fo little 
notices of each other, that it looked like 


having their minds more ſuitably and 
more folemnly engaged; at leaſt it was 


an acknowledgment that they ought to 
have been ſo. I have been told the ſame 
even of the Mahometans, with relation 


to the propriety of their demeanor in 


the conventions of their erroneous wor- 


"ſhip: and J cannot but think either of 
them ſufficient and laudable patterns for 


our imitation in this particular. 


— 


I cannot help upon this occaſion re. 
marking on the excellent memories of 
thoſe devotioniſts, who upon returning 


from church ſhall give a particular ac- 


count how two or three hundred people 
were dreſſed; a thing, by reaſon of it's 


variety, ſo difficult to be digeſted and 


fixed in the head, that it is a miracle to 
me how two poor hours of divine ſer- 
vice can be time ſufficient for ſo elabo- 
rate an undertaking, the duty of the 
place too being jointly, and, no douht, 
oft pathetically performed along with it. 
Where it is {aid in Sacred Writ, that 
* the woman ought to have a covering 
con her head becauſe of the angels,” that 
laſt word is by ſome thought to be me. 
taphorically uſed, and to ſignify young 
men. Allowing this interpretation to 
be right, the text may not appear to be 
wholly foreign to our preſent purpoſe, 

When you are in a diſpoſition proper 
for writing on ſuch a ſubject, I earneſt- 
ly recommend this to you; and am, Sir, 
a” Your very humble ſervant. 
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BUT 1 DISCERN THEIR FLATT*RY FROM THEIR PRAISE» DRYDEN, 


OR want of time to ſubſtitute ſome- 
J“ thing elſe in the room of them, 1 


am at preſent obliged to publiſh com- 
pliments above my deſert in the follow- 
ing letter. It is no ſmall ſatisfaction, 
to have given occaſion to ingenious men 
to 2 their thoughts upon ſacred 

a rom the approbation of ſuch 

aturday's papers. I ſhall never pub- 
liſh verſe on that day but what is writ - 


ten by the ſame hand; yet I ſhall not 
accompany thoſe writings with eulo- 


giums, but leave them to ſpeak for them- 


FOR THE SPECTATOR, 
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| * OU very much promote the intereſts 


of virtuè while you reform the taſte 
of a profane age, and perſuade us to be 


entertained with divine poems, while we 


are diſtinguiſned by ſo many thouſand 


tumours, and ſplit into ſo many dif- 


ferent fe&is and parties; yet perſons of 
every party, ſect, and humour, are fond 


of conforming their taſte to your's. 
You can transfuſe your own reliſh of a 


poem into all your readers, according 


to their capacity to receive; and when 
you recommend the pious paſſion that 
reigns in the verſe, we ſeem to feel the 
devotion, and grow proud and pleaſed 
inwardly, that we have ſouls capable of 
reliſhing what the Spectator approves. _ 
Upon reading the hymns that you 
have publiſhed in ſome late papers, I had 
a mind to try yeſterday whether I could 
write- one. The hundred and four- 
teenth pſalm appears to me an admirable = 


8 ode, and I began to turn it into our lan- 


guage. As I was deſcribing the jour- 


J ney of Iſrael from Egypt, and added 
the Divine Preſence amongſt them, I 


perceived a beauty in this pſalm, which 
was entirely new to me, and which I 
was going to loſe; and that is, that the 
poet utterly conceals the preſence of 
God in the beginning of it, and rather 
lets a poſſeſſive pronoun go without 4 
ſubſtantive, than he will ſo much as 
mention any thing of divinity there. 

| 3% 6 model 
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« Judah was his ſanctuary, and Iſrael 
« his dominion or kingdom. The rea- 
ſon now ſeems evident, and his conduct 
neceſſary: for if God had appeared 
defore, there could be no wonder why 
the mountains ſhould. leap and the ſea 
retire; therefore that this convulſion of 


nature may be brought in with due ſur- 


riſe, his name is not mentioned until 
afterward, and then with a very agree- 
able turn of thought God is introduced 
at once in all his majeſty. This is what 
have attempted to imitate in a tranſla- 
tion without para hraſe, and to preſerve 
what I could of the ſpirit of the ſacred 
WWE 3 
If the following eſſay be not too in- 
corrigible, beſtow upon it a few bright- 
enings from your genius, that I may 


learn how to write better, or to write no 


mores ENT Io 5 
Vour daily admirer and humble 
| - ſervants Ke. 


PSALM CXIV, 


| 7 he | 
W HEN Iſrael, freed from Pharaoh's hand, 


Left the proud tyrant and his land, 

The tribes with chearful homage own 
Their King, and Judah was his throne. 

| | 11. | 
Acroſs the deep their journey lay, 
The deep divides to make them way 
The ſtreams of Jordan ſaw, and fled 
With backward current to their head, 
IIle ETA X 
The mountains ſhook like frighted ſheep, 
Like lambs the little hillocks lea; 
Not Sinai on her baſe could ſtand, 
Conſcious ef ſoy*reign pow'r at hand. 

| 8 Iv. 
What pow'r could make the deep divide? 
Make Jordan backward roll his tide? | 
Why did ye leap, ye little hills ? 
And whence the fright th.t Sinai feels? 
| | Ve | 
Let ev'ry mountain, ev'ry flood, ; 
Retire, and know th' approaching God, 
The King of Iſrael : ſee him here; 
Tremble thou earth, adore and fear. 

£ | VI. | 
He thunders, and all nature mourns z 
The rock to ſtanding pools he turns; 
Flints ſpring with fountains at his word, 
And fires and ſeas confeſs their Lord. 


Mx. SPECTATOR, | 
THEN E are thoſe who take the ad- 

vantage of your putting an half. 
penny value upon yourſelf above the 
reſt of our daily writers, to defame you 


in public converſation, and ſtrive to 


make you unpopular upon the account 
of this ſaid halfpenny. But if I were 
you, I would inſiſt upon that ſmall ac- 
knowledgment tor the ſuperior merit of 
your's, as being a work of invention. 
Give me leave therefore to do you Juſtice, 
and ſay in your behalf, what you can- 
not yourſelf, which is, that your writ- 
ings have made learning a more neceſ- 
ſary part of good-breeding than it was 


before you appeared: that modeſty is 
become faſhionable, - and impudence 
ſtands in need of ſome wit; ſince you 


have put them both in their proper lights. 


Protanenels, lewdneſs, and debauchery, - 
are not now qualifications z and a man. 
may be a very fine gentleman, though 


he is neither a keeper nor an infidel, 


I would have you tell the town the 


ſtory of the Sibyle, if they deny giving 
you two-pence. Let them know, that 


thoſe ſacred papers were valued at the 
fame rate after two-thirds of them were 


deltroyed, as when there was the whole 
ſet. There are fo many of us who will 
give you your own price, that you may 


acquaint your non-conformiſt readers, 
that they ſhall not have it, except they 
come in within ſuch a day, under three- 
pence. I do not know but you might 


bring in the date obolum Beliſario with 


a good grace. The witlings come in 
clulters to two or three coffee. houſes 

.. which have left you off, and I hope you 
will make us, who fine to your wit, 


merry with their characters who ſtand 
out againſt it. I am, Thy 
Voour moſt humble ſervant. 


P. 8. I have lately got the ingenious 


, authors of blacking for ſhoes, powder 
for colouring the hair, pomatum for the 
hands, coſmetic for the face, to be your 
conſtant cuſtomers; ſo that your adver- 
tiſements will as much adorn the out - 


ward man, as your paper does the in- 
ward, | | - FA | 
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No CCCCLXIT, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20. 


NIL EGO PRATULERIM JUCUNDO SANUS AMICO. 


Hor, SAT. v. L. 1. v. 44. 


NOTHING S0 GRATEFUL AS A PLEASANT FRIEND. 


EOPLE are not aware of the very 
great force which pleaſanty in com- 
pany has upon all thoſe with whom a 


man of that talent converſes. His faults 


are generally overlooked by all his ac- 
quaintance, and a certain careleſſneſs 


that conſtantly attends all his actions, 
carries him on with greater ſucceſs, than 
diligence and aſſiduity does others who 
have no ſhare of this endowment, Da- 
cinthus breaks his word upon all occa- 


ſions bath trivia and important; and 
when he is ſufficiently railed at for that 


abominable quality, they who talk of 
him end with—* After all he is a very 
© pleaſant fellow.“ Dacinthus is an ill- 


natured huſband, and yet the very wo- 
men end their freedom of diſcourſe upon 
this ſubje&t—* But after all he is very 
« pleaſant company.“ Dacinthus is nei- 


ther in point ot honour, civility, good- 


breeding, or good-nature, unexception- 
able, and yet all is anfwered “ For he 


© is a very plealant fellow.” When 


this quality is conſpicuous in a man 


who has to accompany it, manly and 
virtuous ſentiments, there cannot cer- 


tainly be any thing which can give ſo 
pleaſing gratification as the gaiety of 


uch a perſon; but when it is alone, and 


ſerves only to gild a crowd of ill qua- 


| lities, there is no man ſo much to be 
_ avoided as your pleaſant fellow. A 
very pleaſant fellow ſhall turn your 
good name. to a jeſt, make your cha- 


rater contemptible, debauch your wife 
or daughter, and yet be received by the 


reſt of the world with welcome wherever 
he appears. It is very ordinary with 
thoſe of this character to be attentive 
only to their own ſatisfactions, and have 


very little bowels for the concerns or 


ſorrows of other men; nay, they are 
capable of purchaſing their own plea- 
lures at the expence of giving pain to 


others. But they who do not conſider 


this ſort of men thus carefully, are irre- 


ſiſtibly expoſed to their inſinuations. 
The author of the following letter 
carries the matter ſo high, as to in- 
timate that the lüberties of Eng- 


land have been at the mercy of a prince 


merely as he was of this pleaſant cha- 
rate.. | | 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 
THERE is no one paſſion which all 
mankind fo naturally give into as 
pride, nor any other paſſion which ap- 
pears in ſuch different diſguiſes: it is to 
be found in all habits and complexions. 
Is it not a queſtion, whether it docs 
more harm or good in the world? And 
if there be not ſuch a thing as what we 
may call a virtuous and laudable pride? 
It is this paſſion alone, when milap- 
plied, that lays us fo open to flatterers ; 
and he who can agreeably condeſcend 
to ſoothe our humour and temper, finds 
always an open avenue to our ſou]; eſpe- 


ciuly if the flatterer happen to be our 


ſuperior. | | | 
One might give many inſtances of this 


in a late Engliſh monarch, under the ti- 


tle of, The Gaieties of King Charles II. 
This prince was by nature extremely 
familiar, of very eaſy acceſs, and much 
delighted to ſee and be ſeen; and this 
happy temper, which in the higheſt de- 


gree gratified his people's vanity, did . 
him more ſervice with his loving ſub- 


jects than all his other virtues, though 
it muſt be confeſſed he had many. He 
delighted, though a mighty king, to 
give and take a jeſt, as they ſay; and a 
prince of this fortunate diſpoſition, who 
were inclined to make an ill uſe of his 
power, may have any thing of his peo- 
ple, be it never ſo much to their preju- 


dice. But this good king made gene- 
rally a very innocent ule, as to the pub- 
lic, of this enſnaring temper; for, it is 
well known, he purſued pleaſure more 


than ambition : he ſeemed to glory in 


being the firſt man at cock- matches, 


horſe-races, balls, and plays; he ap- 
peared highly delighted on thoſe occa- 
ſions, and never failed to warm and 
gladden the heart of every ſpectator. 


He more than once dined with his good 


citizens of London on their lord-mayor's 
day, and did ſo the year that Sir — 
e | ert 


f 


pert Viner was mayor. Sir Robert was 
a very loyal man, and, if you will al- 
low the expreſſion, very fond of his ſo- 
vereign 3 but what with the joy he felt 
at heart for the honour done him by his 
prince, and through the warmth he was 
in with continual toaſting healths to the 
royal family, his lordſhip grew a little 
fond of his mejeſty, and entered into a 
| f\miliarity not altogether ſo graceful in 
ſo public a place. The king underſtood 

very well how to extricate himſelf in all 
kinds of difficulties, and with an hint to 
| the company to avoid ceremony, ſtole off 
and made towards his coach, which ſtood 
| ready for him in Guildhall yard : but 
| the mayor liked his company ſo well, 
and was grown fo intimate, that he pur- 
| ſued him haſtily, and catching him faſt 
by the hand, cried out with a vehement 
oath and accent Sir, you ſhall ſtay 
e and take the other bottle.“ The airy 
E monarch looked kindly at him over his 
E ſhoulder, and with a ſmile and graceful 
| air (for 1 fav him at the time, and do 
now) repeated this line of the old ſong 


He that is drunk is as great as a kingz | 


and immediately turned back and com- 
E plied with his landlord. 

I give you this ſtory, Mr. Spectator, 
becaule, as I ſaid, I ſaw the paſſage ; 
and I aſſure you it is very true, and yet 
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no common one; and when J tell you 
the ſequel, you will ſay I have yet 2 
better reaſon for it. This very mayor 
afterwards erected a ſtatue of his merr 
monarch in Stocks Market, and did the 
crown many and great ſervices ; and it 
was owing to this humour of the king, 


that his family had ſo great a fortune 


ſhut up in the exchequer of their plea- 
ſant ſovereign. The many good-na- 
tured condeſcenſions of this prince are 
vulgarly known; and it is excellently 
ſaid of him by a great hand which writ 
his character That he was not a king 


© a quarter of an hour together in his 
© whole reign.* He would receive vi- 
fits even from fools and half madmen ; 


and at times I have met with people 
who have boxed, fought at back-ſword, 


and taken poiſon before King Charles II. 


In a word, he was ſo pleaſant a man, 
that no one could be ſorrowful under his 
government. This made him capable 


of baffling, with the greateſt eaſe ima- 


ginable, all ſuggeſtions of jealouſy, and 
the people could not entertain notions of 
any thing terrible in him, whom they 
ſaw every way agreeable. This ſcra 


of the familiar part of that prince's hi{- 
tory I thought fit to ſend _ in com- 


pliance to the requeſt you lately made to 


your correſpondents. I am, Sir, your 


moſt humble ſervant. 


1 


N® CCCCLXIH. THURSDAY, AUGUST 25. 


OMNIA QUE SENSU VOLVUNTUR YVOTA DIUBNO, 


AMICA QUIESs 


VENATOR DEFESSA TORO CUM MEMBRA REPONIT, 
MENS TAMEN AD SYLVAS ET SUA LUSTRA REVDIT 3 
JUDICIBUS LITES, AURIGAE SOMNIA CURRUS, 
VANAQUE NOCTURNIS META CAVE TUR EQUIS, 
ME QUOQUE MUSARUM STUDIUM SUB NOCTE SILENTI 
ARTIBUS ASSUETIS SOLLICITARE SOLE T« 


C A VF. 


IN SLEEP, WHEN FANCY IS LET LOOSE TO PLAY, 

OUR DREAMS REPEAT THE WISHES OF THE DAY, 
THO' FARTHER TOIL HIS TIRED LIMBS REFUSE, ; 
THE DREAMING HUNTER STILL THE CHACE PURSUES. 
THE JUDGE A-BED DISPENSES STILL THE LAWS, 
AND SLEEPS AGAIN O'ER THE UNFINISH'D CAUSE. 


THE DOZING RACER HEARS HIS CHARIOT ROLI,g 


Wag lately entertaining myſelf with 
comparing Homer's balance, in 
lich Ju piter is repreſented as weighing 


SMACKS THE VAIN WHIP, AND SHUNS THE FANCY'D GOAL. 
ME TOO THE MUSES, IN THE SILENT NIGHT, 58 | 
' WITH WONTED CHIMES OF GINGLING VERSE DELIGHT. 


the fates of Hector and Achilles, with 


a paſſage of Virgil, wherein that deity 
is introduced as weighing the fates cf 


Turnus 


— . 
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* 
Turnus and Eneas. I then conſidered 
how the ſame way of thinking prevail- 
ed in the eaſtern parts of the world, as 


in thoſe noble paſſages of Scripture, 
wherein we are told that the great king 


of Babylon, the day before his death, 


had been weighed in the balance, and 
been found wanting. In other places of 
the Holy Writings, the Almighty 1s de- 
ſcribed as weighing the mountains in 
ſcales, making the weight for the winds, 
knowing the balancings of the clouds, 
and in others, as weighing the actions 
of men, and laying their calamities to- 
gether in a balance. Milton, as I have 
obſerved in a former paper, had an eye 
40 ſeveral of theſe foregoing inſtances in 
that - beautiful deſcription, wherein he 
repreſents the archangel and the evil ſpirit 
as addreſſing themſelves for the combat, 
but parted by the balance which appear- 
ed in the heavens and weighed the con- 
ſequences of ſuch a battle. 


Th' Eternal, to prevent ſuch horrid fray, 
Hung forth in heav'n his golden ſcales, yet ſeen 
Betwixt Aſtrea and the Scorpion ſign, 
Wherein all things created firſt he weigh'd, 
The pendulous round earth, with balanc'd air 
In counterpoiſe, now ponders all events, 
Battles and realms; in theſe he puttwo weights, 
The ſequel each of parting and of fight, 
The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam: 
Which Gabriel ſpy ing, thus be ſpake the fiend: 


* Satan, I know thy ſtrength, and thou 
© know'ſt mine, | 

Neither our own, but giv'n; what folly then 
To boaſt what arms can do, fince thine no 
| more 90 
Than Heav'n permits; 
doubled now 
To trample thee as mine: for proof look up, 
And read thy lot in yon celeſtial ſign, 
Where thou art weigh'd, and ſhewn how 
| — - © light, how weak, 
Alf thou reſiſt.. The fiend look'd up, and 
. 5 
His mounted ſcale aloft; nor more; but fled 
Murm'ring, and with him fled the ſhades of 
| night. N e 


nor mine, though 


Theſe ſeveral amuſing thoughts hav- 


ing taken poſſeſſion of my mind ſome 


time before I went to fleep, and ming- _ 


ling themſelves with my ordinary ideas, 


railed in my imagination a very odd kind 


of viſion. I was, methought, replaced 
in my ſtudy, and ſeated in my elbow- 
chair, where I had indulged the fore- 
going ſpeculations, with my lamp burn- 
ing by meas uſual. Whilſt T was here 
meditating on ſeveral ſubjects of morali- 


to my great ſurpriſe it proved ſo exatta 
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ty, and conſidering the nature of man 
virtues and vices, as materials for thoſs 
diſcourſes with which I daily entertain 
the public; I ſaw, methought, a pair of 
ey ſcales hanging by a chain of the 
ame metal over the table that ſtood he. 


fore me; when, on a ſudden, there were 


great heaps of weights thrown down on 
each fide of them. I found upon «x. 
mining theſe weights, they ſhewed the 
value of every thing that is in eſteem 
among men. I made an eſſay of them, 
by putting the weight of wiſdom in one 
ſcale, and that of riches in another, 
upon which the latter, to ſhew it's com. 
parative lightneſs, immediately fen 
* up and kicked the beam.” 

But, before I proceed, I muſt inform 
my reader, that theſe weights did not 


exert their natural gravity, until they 
were laid in the golden balance, inſo. 


much that I could not gueſs which wa 
light or heavy, whilſt I held them in 
my hand. This I found by ſeveral in- 
ſtances; for upon my laying a weight in 
one of my ſcales, which was inſcribed 
by the word Eternity; though I threwin 
that of time, proſperity, affliction, wealth, 


poverty, intereſt, ſucceſs, with many 


other weights, which in my hand ſeem. 
ed very ponderous, they were not able 
to ſtir the oppoſite balance, nor could 
they have prevailed, though aſſiſted with 
the weight of the ſun, the itars, and the 
earth. = 

Upon emptying the ſcales, I laid fe. 
veral titles and honours, with pomps, 
triumphs, and many weights of the like 
nature, in one of them, and ſeeing a little 
glittering weight lie by me, I threw it 
accidentally into the other ſcale, when 


counterpoiſe, that it kept the balance n 
an equilibrium. This little glittering 
weight was inſcribed upon the edges 
it with the word. Vanity. I found there 
were ſeveral other weights which wer 
equally heavy, and exact counterpolles 
to one another; a few of them I tried 
as, avarice and poverty, riches and con- 
tent, with ſome others 
There were likewiſe ſeveral weights 
that were of the ſame figure, and ſcm 
ed to correſpond with each other, but 
were entirely different when thrown int 
the ſcales; as religion and hypocru 
pedantry and learning, wit and vivacit 
{uperſtition and devotion, gravity ant 
wiſdom, with many others. 


I obſerved one particular weight 1 
my 3 
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tered on both ſides, and upon applying 
myſelf to the reading of it, I found on 
one fide written In the diale& of 
t men,* and underneath it— CaLa- 
© MITIES.? On the other fide was writ- 
ten In the language of the gods, and 
underneath— BLESSINGS." :. I found 
the intrinſic value of this weight to be 
much greater than I imagined, for it 
overpowered health, wealth, good- for- 
tune, and many other weights, Which 
were much more ponderous in my hand 
than the other. 

There is a ſaying among the Scotch 
© that an ounce of mother-wit is worth 
© a pound of clergy;* I was ſenſible of 
the truth of this ſaying, when I ſaw 


| the difference between the weight of na- 


tural parts, and that of learning. The 


| obſervation which I made upon theſe 
| two weights opened to me a new field 


of diſcoveries; for notwithſtanding the 
weight of natural parts was much heavier 
than that of learning, I obſerved that it 


weighed an hundred times heavier than 


it did before, when I put learning into 
the ſame ſcale with it. I made the ſame 


obſervation upon faith and morality ;. 
| for notwithſtanding the Jatter out- 


weighed the former ſeparately, it re- 
ceived a thouſand times more additional 
weight from it's conjunction with the 


former, than what it had by itſelf. This 


add phenomenon ſhewed itſelf in other 
particulars, as in wit and judgment, 
philolophy and religion, juſtice and hu- 
mmity, zeal and charity, depth of ſenſe, 
and perſpicuity of ſtile, with innumer- 
able other particulars too long to be 
mentioned in this paper. 

As a dream ſeldom fails of daſhing 


ſcriouſneſs withimpertinence,mirth with 
gravity, methonght'T made ſeveral other 
experiments of a more ludicrous nature, 
by one of which I found that an Eng- 


liſh octavo was very often heavier than 


a French folio; and by another, that an 
old Greek or Latin author weighed down 


a whole library of moderns. Seeing 
one of my Spectators lying by me, I 
laid it into on: of the ſcales, and flung 


a twopenny piece into the other. The 
reader will not enquire into the event, if 
he remembers the firſt trial which I have 
recorded in this paper. I afterwards 
threw both the ſexes into the balance, but 
as it is not for my intereſt to diſoblige 
either of them, I ſhall deſire to be ex- 
cuſed from telling the reſult of this ex- 
periment. Having an opportunity of 


this nature in my hands, 1 could not 


forbear throwing into one ſcale the prin- 


o_ of a Tory, and into theother thoſe 


of a Whig; but as I have all along de- 
clared this to be a neutral paper, I ſhall 
likewiſe deſire to be ſilent under this 
head alſo, though upon examining one 
of the weights, I ſaw the word TEKEL 


engaven on it in capital letters. 55 


I made many other experiments, and 


though I have not room for them all in 
this day's ſpeculation, I may perhaps 
reſerve them for another. TI ſhall only 


add, that upon my awaking I was ſorry 
to find-my golden ſcales vaniſhed, but 


reſolved for the future to learn this leſſon 


from them, not to deſpiſe or value any 


things for their appearances, but to re- 


gulate my eſtzem and paſſions towards 
them according to their real and intrinſic 
E 


Ne CCCCLXIV. FRIDAY, AUGUST 22. 


AUREAM QUISQUIS MEDIOCRITATEM 
' DILIGIT, TUTUS CARET OBSOLETI 


SORDIBUS TECTI, CARET INVIDENDA 


SOBRIVS AULA 


Hor. OD. x. I. 2. v. Fo Y 


THE GOLDEN MEAN, AS SHE'S TOO NICE TO DWELL 
AMONG THE RUINS OF A FILTHY CELL, 
$0 Is HER MODESTY WITHAL AS GREAT), 


DA TO BALK THE ENVY OF A PRINCELY SEATe 


I Am wonderfully pleaſed when I meet 
with any paſſage in an old Greek or 
Latin author, that is not blown upon, 
and which I have never met with in a 
quotation, Of this kind is a beautiful 


 NoR&1s. 


ſaying in Theognis— Vice is covered 


© by wealth, and virtue by poverty,” or 


to give it in the verbal tranſlaion— 


Among men there are {ome who have 
their vices concealed by wealth, ant 
6 A © Others 
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that which riſes out of wealth. 
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© others who have their virtues conceal - 


ed by poverty. Every man's obſer- 
vation vl wppiy him with inſtances of 
rich men, who have ſeveral faults and 
defects that are overlooked, if not en- 
tirely hidden, by means of their riches ; 
and, I think, we cannot find a more 
paturaldeſcription of a poor man, whoſe 
merits axe Jo in his poverty, than that 
in the words of the wiſe man. There 
« was alittle city, and few men within 
it: and there came a great king againſt 
it, and beſieged it, and built great 
bulwarks againſt it: now there was 
found in it a poor wiſe man, and he, 
by his wiſdom, delivered the city; yet 
no man remembered that ſame poor 
man. Then, ſaid I, wiſdom is bet- 
s ter than ſtrength 3 nevertheleſs, the 
poor man's wiſdom is deſpiſed, and 
his words are not heard.“ 
The middle condition ſeems to be the 


moſt advantageouſly ſituated for the 


gaining of wiſdom. Poverty turns our 


thoughts too much upon the ſupplying. 


of our wants, and riches upon enjoying 
our ſuperfluities; and as Cowley has ſaid 
in another caſe It is hard for a man 


to keep a ſteady eye upon truth, wlio 


< 1s always in a battle or a triumph.” 
If we regard poverty and wealth, as 
they are apt to produce virtues or vices 


in the mind of man, one may obſerve 
that there is a ſet of each of theſe grow- 


ing out of poverty, quite different from 
Humi- 
lity and patience, induſtry and tempe- 
rance, are very often the good quali- 
ries of a poor man. Humanity and 


good-nature, magnanimity and a jents 


af honour, are as often the qualifica- 
tions of the rich. On the contrary, po- 
verty is apt to betray a man into envy, 
riches into arrogance; poverty is too of- 


ten attended with fraud, vicious con- 


pliance, repining, murmur, and diſcon- 
tent. Riches expoſe a man to pride and 
luxury, a fooliſh elation of heart, and 


too great a fondneſs for the prefent 


world. In ſhort, the middle condi- 
tion is moſt eligible to the man who 


would improve himſelf in virtue; as I 
have before ſhewn, it is the moſt ad van- 


tageous for the gaining of knowledge. 
It was upon this conſideration that Agur 


founded his prayer, which for the wil - 
dom af it is recorded in Holy Writ. 


* Twa things have I required of thee, 
deny me them not before I die. Re- 


* move far fem me vanity and lies 3 


THE SPECTATOR, 


give me neither poverty, nor riches 
0 Nod me with food ne for 3 
* leſt I be full and deny thee, and (ay, 
Who is the Lord? or leſt I be poor 
© and ſteal, and take the name my 
« Godin vain.” | 

I ſhall fill the remaining part of my 
paper with a very pretty allegory, which 
is wrought into a play by Ariſtophanez 
the Greek comedian. It ſeems origi. 
nally deſigned as a ſatire upon the rich, 
though in ſome parts of it, it is, like the 
foregoing diſcourſe, a kind of compori. 
ſon between wealth and poverty. 

Chremylus, who was an old and a 
good man, and withal exceeding poor, 
being deſirous to leave fome riches to his 
jon, conſults the oracle of Apollo upon 
the ſubject. The oracle bids him fol. 
low the firſt man he ſhould ſee upon his 
going out of the temple. The perſon 
he chanced to ſee was to appearance an 


old ſordid blind man; but upon his fel. 


lowing him from place ta place, he at 
laſt found by his own confeiſion, that 
he was Plutus the god of riches, and 
that he was juſt come out of the houſe 
of a miſer. Plutus further told him, 
that when he was a boy, he uſed to de. 


_ clare, that as ſoon as he came to age he 
would diſtribute wealth to none but vir- 


tuous and juſt men; upon which Jupi- 
ter conſidering tne pernicious conle- 
quences of ſuch a reſolution, took hu: 


ſight away from him, and left him to 


ſtroll about the world in the blind con- 
dition wherein Chremylus beheld him. 
With much ado Chremylus prevailed 
upon him to go to his houſe, where he 
met an eld woman 1n a tattered raiment. 


who had been his gueſt for many years, 


and whoſe name was Poverty. I he 


old woman refuſing to turn out ſo cafily 


as he would have her, he threatened to 


baniſh her not only from his own houfe, 
but out of all Greece, if the made any 
more words upon the matter. 
on this occaſion pleads her cauſe very 
notably, and repreſents to her old land- 
lord, that ſhouid ſhe be driven out ot 
the country, all their trades, arts, and 


ſciences, would be driven out with her; 


and that if every one was rich, they 
would never be ſupplied with thoſe 
Erz ornaments, and conveniencigs of 
ife, which made riches deſirable. She 
likewiſe repreſented to him the ſeveral 
advantages which the beſtowed upon her 
votaries in regard to their ſhape, their 
health, and their activity, by preſerving 

| then 


Poverty 
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them from gouts, dropſies, unwieldi- 
neſs, and intemperance. But whatever 
ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, ſhe was at laſt 
forced to. troop off. Chremyius im- 
mediately conſidered how he might re- 
ſtore Plutus to his ſight; and in order 
to it, conveyed him to the temple of 
Aſculapius, who was famous for cures 
and miracles of this nature. By this 
meins the deity recovered his eyes, and 
began to make a right uſe of them, by 
| enriching every one that was diſtin- 
| ouiſhed by piety towards the gods, and 
| juſtice towards men; and at the ſame 
time by taking away his gifts from the 

impious and undeſerving. This pro- 
dies ſeveral merry incidents, till in the 
| laſt act Mercury deſcends with great 
| complaints from the gods, that fince 


| the good men were grown rich they had 


- 
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received no ſacrifices, which is confirm- 
ed by a prieſt of Jupiter, who enters 
with a remonſtrance, that ſince this late 
innovation he was reduced to a ſtarving 
condition, and could not live upon his 
office. Chremylus, who in the begin- 
ning of the play was religious in his 
poverty, concludes it with a propoſal 
which was reliſhed by all the good men 
who were now grown rich as well as 
himſelf, that they ſhould carry Plutus 


in a ſolemn proceſſion to the temple, 


aud inſtal him in the place of Jupiter. - 
This allegory inſtructed the Athenians 
in two points, firſt as it vindicated the 
conduct of Providence in it's ordinary 
diſtributions of wealthz and in the next 
place, as it ſhewed the great teudency 
of riches to corrupt the morals of thoſs 
who poſſeſſed them. | 


Ne CCCCLXV. SATURDAY, AUGUST 23. 


QUA RATIONE QUEAS TRADUCERE LENITER £AVUM: 
NE TE SEM HERINOPS ACITET VEXETQUE CUPIDO; | 


NE PAVOR ET RERUM MEDIOCRITER 


UTILIUM SPES. | 
Hor, EP. XVIII. L. I. v. 97 


now THOU MAY'S'T LIVE, HOW SPEND THINE AGE IN PEACE j 
LEST AVARICE, STILL POOR, DISTURB THINE EASE :; 
' OR FEARS SHOULD SHAKE, OR CARES THY MIND ABUSE, 


oO ARDENT HOPE FOR THINGS OF LITTLE USE« 


| | © de bat endeavoured in my laſt 


| what are the proper means of ſtrength- 
ening and confirming it in the mind of 
man. Thoſe who delight in reading 
| books of controverſy, which are written 
on both ſides of the queition in points 
of faith, do very ſeldom arrive at a fixed 
and ſettled habit of it. They are one 
day woes convinced of it's important 
truths, and the next meet with fome- 
thing that ſhakes and diſturbs them. 
Thedoubt which was laid revives again, 
and ſhews itſelf in new difficulties, and 


that generally for this reaſon, becauſe 


the mind which is perpetually toſt in 
controverſies and diſputes, is apt to for- 
get the reaſons which had onte {et it at 
reſt, and to be diſquieted with any for- 
mer perplexity, when it appears in a 
new ſhape, or is ſtarted by a different 
kand, As nothing is more laudable 
than an enquiry after truth, ſo nothing 
is more irrational than to paſs away our 


Saturday's paper to ſhew the great 
excellency of faith, I ſhall here conſider 


| CRE. 


whole lives, without determining our- 
ſelves one way or other in thoſe points 
which are of the laſt importance to us. 
There are, indeed, many things from 
which we may with- hold our aſſent; but 


in caſes hy which we are td regulate our 


lives, it 18 the greateſt abſurdity to be 
wavering and unſettled, without cloſin 
with that fide which appears the ous | 
ſafe and the moſt probable. The firſt 
rule therefore which I ſhall lay down is 
this, that when by reading or diſcourſe we 
find ourſelves thoroughly convinced of 
the truth of any article, and of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of our belief in it; we ſnould never 
after ſuffer ourſelves to call it into queſs 
tion. We may perhaps forget the ar- 


guments which occaſioned our. convice 


tion, but we ought to remember the 


ſtrength they had with us, and there- 


fore ſtill to retain the conviction which 
they once produced. This is no more 
than what we do in every common art 
or ſcience, nor is it poſſible to act other- 


wiſe, conſidering the weakneſs and li- 


A2 mitation 
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mitation of our intellectual faculties, 
It was thus that Latimer, one of the 
glorious army of martyrs, who intro- 
duced the Reformation in England, be- 


| haved himſelf in that great conference 


which was managed between the moſt 
learned among the proteſtants and pa- 
piſts in the reign of Queen Mary. This 
venerable old man knowing how his abili- 
ties were impaired by age, and that it was 


impoſſible for him to recollect all thoſe 


reaſons which had directed him in the 


choice of his religion, left his compa- 
nions, who were in the full poſſeſſion of 


their parts and learning, to baffle and 
confound their antagoniſts by the force 
of reaſon. As for himſelf, he only re- 


peated to his adverſaries the articles in 


which he firmly believed; and in the 


_ profeſſion of which he was determined 


to die. It is in this manner that the 
mathematician proceeds upon propoſi- 
tions which he = once demonſtrated ; 
and though the demonſtration may have 
ſlipt out of his memory, he builds upon 
the truth, becauſe he knows it was de- 


monſtrated. This rule is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for weaker minds, and in ſome 


meaſure for men of the greateſt abilities; 
but to theſe laſt I would propoſe in the 
ſecond place, that they ſhould lay up in 
their memories, and always keep by 


them in a readineſs thoſe arguments 
which appear to them of the greateſt 


| ſtrength, and which cannot be got over 


by all the doubts and cavils of infide- 


gut, in the third place, there is no- 
thing which ſtrengthens faith more than 
_ morality. Faith and morality naturally 


produce each other. A man is quickly 


convinced of the truth of religion, who 
finds it is not againſt his intereſt that it 


ſhould be true. The pleaſure he receives 
at preſent, and the happineſs which he 
promiſes himſelf from it hereafter, will 


doth diſpoſe him very powerfully to 
give credit to it, according to the ordi- 
nary obſervation that © we are ealfy to 
believe what we wiſh.* It is very cer- 


tain, that a man of ſound reaſon cannot 


| ferbear cloſing with religion upon an 
_ impartial examination of it! but at the 
ſame time it $ certain, that faith is kept 


alive in us, and gathers ſtrength from 


practice more than from ſpeculation. 


There is ſtill another method which. 


is more perſuaſive than any of the for- 
mer, and that is an habitual adoration 


of the Supreme Being, as well in con- 
1 5 . 


noiſe and hurry of human affairs. Ari- 


. ſtant acts of mental worſhip, as in out. 
ward forms. The devout man does 
not only believe, but feels there is 3 
Deity. He has actual ſenſations of 
him; his experience concurs with his 
reaſon; he fees him more and more in 
all his intercourſes with him, and even 
in this life almoſt loſes his faith in con. 
viction 8 | 

The laſt method which I ſhall men. 
tion for the giving life to a man's faith, 
is frequent retirement from the world, 
accompanied with religious meditation, 
When a man thinks of any thing in the 

darkneſs of the night, whatever dee 
impreſſions it may make in his mind, 
they are apt to vaniſh as ſoon as the day 
breaks about him. The light and noiſe 
of the day, which are perpetually (oli. 
citing his ſenſes, and calling off his 
attention, wear out of his mind the 
thoughts that imprinted themſelves in 
it, with ſo much ſtrength, during the 
ſilence and darkneſs of the night. A 
man finds the ſame difference as to him. 
ſelf in a crowd and in a ſolitude: the 
mind is ſtunned and dazzled amidft that 
variety of objects which preſs upon her 
in a great city. She cannot apply her. 
ſelf to the conſideration of thoſe things 
which are of the utmoſt concern to her. 

The cares or pleaſures of the world 
ſtrike in with every thought, and a mul- 
titnde of vicious examples give a kind 
of juſtification to our folly. - In our re- 
tirements every thing diſpoſes us to be 
ſerious. In courts and cities we ate 
entertained with the works of men ; in 
the country with thoſe of God. One 1s 
the province of art, the other of nature, 
Faith and devotion naturally grow in 
the mind of every reaſonable man, who 

. ſees the. impreſſion of Divine Power 
and Wiſdom in every object on which 
he caſts his eye. The Supreme Being 
has made the beſt arguments for his own 
exiſtence, in the formation of the hea- 
vens and the earth, and theſe are argu- 
ments which a man of ſenſe cannot for- 
bear attending to, who 1s out of the 


ſtotle ſays, that ſhould a man live under 
ground, and there converſe with works 
of art and mechaniſm, and ſhould after- ' 
wards be brought up into the open day, 
and ſee the ſeveral glories of the heaven 
and earth, he would immediately pro- 
nounce them the works of ſuch a Being 
as we define God to be. The Pfalmiſt 
has very beautiful ſtrokes of pony 


C rr 
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and deſires ſhe would conduct a ſtranger. 
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this purpoſe, in that exalted ſtrain— 
The heavens declare the glory of God: 
and the firmament ſheweth his handy- 
« work. One day telleth another : and 
« one night certifieth another. There 
« is neither ſpeech nor language: but 
« their voices are heard among them. 
Their ſound is gone out into all lands: 
«© and their words into the ends of the 
« world.” As ſuch a bold and ſublime 
manner of thinking furniſhes very noble 


matter for an ode, the reader may ſee 
it wrought in the following one. 


| | I. 
THE ſpacious firmament on high, 
+ With all the blue ethereal ſky, 
And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : f 
Th' unwearied ſun from day to day, 
Does his Creator's power diſplay, 
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And publiſhes to every land 


The work of an Almighty Hand. 


II. 
Sdon as th* ev'ning ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And nightly to the lining earth 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth: | 
Whilſt all the ſtars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 


And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


III. 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What tho? nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found? 
In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 


And utter forth a glorious voice, 
For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
The hand that made us is divine.“ 


No CCCCLXVI. MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 


1A INCESSU PATUIT DEA. | 


AND BY HER GRACEFUL WALK 


HEN ZEneas, the hero of Vir- 
gil, is loſt in the wood, and a 
perfect ſtranger in the place on which 


he is landed, he is accoſted by a lady in 


an habit for the chace. She enquires of 


him, whether he has ſeen pals by that 
way any young woman dreſſed as ſhe 


was? Whether ſhe were following the 
ſport in the wood, or any other way 
employed, according to the cuſtom of 
buntrefes ? The hero anſwers with the 
reſpe&t due to the beautiful appearance the | 


made; tells her, he ſaw no ſuch perſon 


as ſhe enquired for; but intimates that 
he knows her to be one of the deities, 


Her form from her firſt appearance ma- 
nifeſted ſhe was more than mortal; but 
though ſhe was certainly a goddeſs, the 
poet does not make her known to be the 
goddeſs of Beauty till ſhe moved : all 
the charms of an agreeable perſon are 
then in their higheit exertion, every 


limb and feature appears with it's re- 


ſpective grace. It is from this obſer- 


vation, that I cannot help being ſo paſ- 


ſionate an admirer as I am of good 
dancing. As all art is an imitation of 


VIE G. EX. I. v. 49. 


THE QUEEN OT LOVE IS KNOWN, 
| : e DzvDENe 


nature, this is an imitation of nature in 
it's higheſt excellence, and at a time 
when ſhe is molt agreeable. The bu- 
ſineſs of dancing is to diſplay beauty, 
and for that reaſon all diſtortions and 
mimicries, as ſuch, are what raiſe aver- 
ſion inſtead of pleaſure : but things that 
are in themſelves excellent, are ever at- 
tended with impoſture and falſe imita- 
tion. Thus as in poetry there are la- 
| borious fools who write anagrams and 
acroſtics, there are pretenders in danc- 
ing, who think merely to do what others 
cannot, is to excel. Such creatures 


{ſhould be rewarded like him who had 
_ acquired a knack of throwing a grain 


of corn through the eye of a needle, 
with a buſhcl to keep his hand in uſe. 


The dancers on our ſtage are very faulty 


O 


in this kind; and what they mean by _ 


writhing themſelves into ſuch poſtures, 

as it would be a pain for any of the 
ſpectators to ſtand in, and yet hope to 
picaſe thole ſpectators, is unintelligible. 
Mr. Prince has a genius, if he were en- 
couraged, would prompt him to better 


things. In all, the dances he invents, 


you ſee he kcęps clofe to the characiets 
„ | he 
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he repreſents. He does not hope to 
leaſe by making his performers move 

a manner in which no one elſe ever 
did, but by motions oper to the cha- 
_raQters he repreſents. He gives to clowns 
and lubbards clumſy graces, that is, he 
makes them practiſe what they would 
think graces. And I have ſeen dances 
of his, which might give hints thar 
would be uſeful to a comic writer. 
Theſe performances have pleaſed the 
taſte ” 2 ſuch as have not reflection 
enough to know their excellence, be- 


cauſe they are in nature; and the diſ- 


torted motions of others have offended 
thoſe, who could not form reaſons to 


themſelves for their diſpleaſure, from | 
- young woman, ſetting forth all her 


their being a contradiction to nature. 
When one conliders the inexpreſſible 
advantage there is in arriving at ſome 
excellence in this art, it is monſtrous to 
_ behold it fo much neglected. The fol- 
lowing letter has in it ſomething very 
natural on this ſubject. 


MR. SPECTATOR, | 
. 1 Am a widower with but one daugh- 
ter; ſhe was by nature much inclin- 
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on with the moſt becoming modeſty 1 
had ever ſeen, and caſting a reſpectful 
eye, as if ſne feared me more than all 
the audience, I gave a nod, which! 
think gave her all the ſpirit the aſſumed 
upon it, but ſhe roſe properly to that 
dignity of aſpect. My romp, now the 
moſt graceful perſon of her ſex, {ſumed 
a majeſty which commanded the higheſt 
reſpe&t ; and when ſhe turned to me, 
and ſaw my fade in rapture, ſhe fell into 
the prettieſt ſmile, and I ſaw in all her 
motions that ſhe exulted in her father's 
ſatisfaction. You, Mr. Spectator, wil, 
better than I can tell you, imagine to 
yourſelf all the different beauties and 
changes of aſpect in an accompliſhed 


beauties with a deſign to pleaſe no one 
ſo much as her father. My girl's lover 
can never know half the ſatisfaction 
that I did in her that day. I could not 


poſſibly have imagined, that ſo great 


improvement could have been wrought 


by an art that I always held in itſelf 


ed to be a romp, and I had no way of 


_ educating her, but commanding a young 
woman, whom I entertained to take care 


gf her, to be very watchtul in her care 


| and attendance about her. I ama man 
of buſineſs, and obliged to be much 
abroad. The neighbours have told me, 
that in my abſence our maid has let in 
the ſpruce ſervants in the neighbour- 
hood to junketings, while my girl play- 
ed and romped even in the ſtreet. To 
tell you the plain truth, I catched her 
once, at eleven years old, at chuck- far- 
thing among the boys. 


ſchool, and at the ſame time gave à very 
diſcreet young gentlewoman her main- 
tenance at the ſame place and rate, to 

be her companion. I took little notice 


of my girl from time to time, but ſaw | 
her now and then in good health, out 


of harm's way, and was ſatisfied. But 
by much importunity, I was lately pre- 
vailed with to go to one of their balls. 
J cannot expreſs to you the anxiety my 
filly heart was in, when I ſaw my romp, 
now fifteen, taken out: I never felt the 
pangs of a father upon me ſo ſtrongly 
in my whole life before; and I could 
not have ſuffered more, had my whole 


fortune been at Rake, My girl came 


This put me 
upon new thoughts about my child, and 
I determined to place her at a boarding- 


ridiculous and contemptible. There is, 


J am convinced, no method like this 


to give young women a ſenſe of their 
own value and dignity; and J am ſure 


there can be none ſo expeditious to com- 
municate that value to others. As for 


the flippant, inſipidly gay, and wanton- 


ly forward, whom you behold among 


dancers, that carriage is more to be at- 
tributed to the perverſe geni':s of the 
performers, than imputed to the art it- 
ſelf. For my part, my child has danced 


herſelf into my eſteem, and I have as 


great an honour for her as ever I had 
tor her mother, from whom ſhe derived 
thoſe latent good qualities which ap- 
peared in her countenance when lhe was 


dancing; for my girl, though I ſay it 


myſelf, thewed in one quarter of an 


hour the innate principles of a modeeſt 


virgin, a tender wife, a generous friend, 
a kind mother, and an indulgent wiſ- 
treſs. 
chaſe for her an huſband ſuitable to her 


merit. I am your convert in the ad- 


miration of what 1 thought you jeited 


when you recommended; and if you 


pleaſe to be at my houſe on Thuriday 
next, I make a ball for my daughter, 
and you ſhall ſee her dance, or, if you 
will do her that honour, dance with 
her . . | 
VLoour moſt humble ſervants 
e  PRILIPATER 
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1 have ſome time ago ſpoken of a 
treatiſe written by Mr. Weaver on this 
ſubject, which is now, I underſtand, 
ready to be publiſhed. This work ſets 
this matter in a very plain and advan- 
tageous light; and I am convinced 
from it, that if the art was under proper 
regulations, it would be a mechanic 
way of implanting inſenſibly in minds, 
not capable of receiving it ſo well by 
any other rules, a ſenſe of good-breed- 


ing and virtue. 


Were any one to ſee Mariamne dance, 


| Jet him be never fo ſenſual a brute, I 


y him to entertain any thoughts but 
of the higheſt reſpect and eſteem towards 
her, I was ſhewed laſt week a picture 
in a lady's cloſet, for which ſhe * an 
hundred different dreſſes, that ſhe could 
clap on round the face, on purpoſe to 
demonſtrate the force of habits in the 


| diverſity of the ſame countenance. Mo- 


tion, and change of poſture and aſpect, 


| has an effect no leſs ſurpriſing on the 


perſon of Mariamne when ſhe dances. 
Chloe is extremely pretty, and as filly 


| as ſhe is pretty. This idiot has a very 


good ear, and a moſt agreeable ſhape ; 
but the folly of the thing is ſuch, that 


| it ſmiles ſo impertinently, and affects to 
pleaſe ſo ſillily, that while ſhe dances 
you ſee the ſimpleton from head to foot. 


For you muſt know, (as trivial as this 


art is thought to be) no one ever was a 
good dancer, that had not a good un- 
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derſtanding. If this be a truth, I ſhall 


leave the reader to judge from that inax- 


im, what eſteem they ought to have for 


ſuch impertinents as fly, hop, caper, 
tumble, twirl, turn round, and jump 
over their heads, and in a word, play a 
thouland pranks which many animals 
can do better than a man, inſtead of 
performing to perfection what the hu- 


man figure only is capable of perform. 


ing. | 

It may perhaps appear odd, that I, 
who ſet up for a mighty lover, at leaſt, 
of virtue, ſhould take ſo much pains to 
recommend what the ſoberer part of 
mankind look upon to be a trifle ; but 
under favour of the ſoberer part of man- 
kind, I think they have not enough 
conſidered this matter, and for that rea- 
fon only diſeſteem it. IT muſt alfo, in 
my own juſtification, ſay that I attempt 


to bring into the ſervice of honour and 


virtue every thing in nature that can 
pretend to give elegant delight, It may 
poſſibly be proved, that vice is in itſelf 
deſtructive of pleaſure, and virtue in it- 
ſelf conducive to it. If the delights of 
a free fortune were under proper regula- 
lations, this truth would not want much 
argument to ſupport it; but it would be 
obvious to every man, that there is a 


ſtrict affinity between all things that are 


truly laudable and beautiful, from the 
higheſt ſentiments of. the ſoul, to the 


molt indifferent geſture of the body. 


Ne CCCLXVI. TUESDAY, AUGUST 26. 


—— QUODCUNQUE MRT POTERUNT AUDERE CAMOEN , 
SEU TIBI PAR POTERUNT; SEU, QUOR SPES ABNUHT, VLTRAz 
S1VE MINUS; CERTEQUE CANENT MINUS: OMNE VOVEMUS - 
GC TIBIz NE TANTO CAREAT MIHI NOMINE CHARTAs« _ 
| T1BULL. AD MES$SALAM, EL EG. I, L. I. Ve 24. 


WHETHER THE NICENESS OF THY PIERCING SIGHT 


WHATE'ER MY MUSE ADVENTUROUS DARES INDIT Eg | 8 


APPLAUD MY LAYS, OR CENSURE WHAT 1 WRITE 


extraordinary perſon 3 and thoſe who 
re moſt affected with it, ſeem moſt to 
partake of that particle of the divinity 
which diſtinguiſhes mankind from the 
inferior creation. The Supreme Being 
himfelf is moſt pleaſed with praiſe and 
bankſgiving z the other part of our 


TO THEE I SING, AND HOPE TO BORROW FAME), 

BVA ADDING TO MY PAGE MESSALA'S NAME, 

1 HE love of praiſe is a paſſion, 
deeply fixed in the mind of every 


duty is but an acknowledgment of our 
faults, whilſt this is the immediate ado- 
ration of his perfections. It was an 
excellent obſervation, that we then only 
deſpiſe commendation when we ceaſe to 
deſerve it: and we have {till extant two 
orations of Tully and Pliny, ſpoken to 
the greateſt and beſt princes of all the 
Roman emperors, who, no doubt, _ 
Witil 
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the moſt diſintereſted perſons, and at ſo 


large a diſtance of time, cannot read 


without admiration, Cæſar thought 
his life conſiſted in the breath of praiſe, 


when be profeſſed he had lived long 


enough for himſelf, when he had for his 


gory: Others have ſacrificed them 


elves for a name which was not to be- 
gin till they were dead, giving away 
themſelves to purchaſe a ſound which 
was not to commence till they were out 


of hearing: but by merit and ſuperior 


excellencies not only to gain, but, whilſt 
living, to enjoy a great and univerſal 
reputation, is the laſt degree of happi- 
nels which we can hope for here. Bad 


characters are is e abroad with pro- 


fuſion, I hope for example ſake, and 
(as puniſhments are deſigned by the 
civil power) more for the deterring the 
innocent, than the chaſtiſing the guilty. 
The good are leſs frequent, whether it 
be that there are indeed fewer originals 


of this kind to copy after, or that, 


through the malignity of our nature, we 


rather delight in the ridicule than the 
virtues we find in others. However, it 


3s but juſt, as well as pleaſing, even 


for variety, ſometimes to give the world 
a a repreſentation of the bright fide of hu- 
man nature, as well as the dark and 
_ gloomy: the deſire of imitation may, 
perhaps, be a greater incentive to the 


practice of what is good, than the aver- 


what you ſhould do, whilſt the other 


only ſhews you what you ſhould avoid: 

and I cannot at preſent do this with 
more ſatisfaction, than by endeavouring 

to do ſome juſtice to the character o 
Moanilius. | | 


It would far exceed my preſent de- 


ſign, to give a particular deſcription of 
_ Manilius through all the parts of his 


excellent life: I ſhall now only draw 


him in his retirement, and paſs over in 


ſilence the various arts, the courtly 


manners, and the undeſigning honeſty, 


by which he attained the honours he has 


enjoyed, and which now give a dignity 


and veneration to the eaſe he does en- 


Joy. It is here that he looks back with 


pleaſure on the waves and billows 
through which he has ſteered to ſo fair 


an haven; he is now intent upon the 
practice of every virtue, which a great 
knowledge and uſe of mankind has diſ- 
covered to be the moſt uletul to them. 
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with the greateſt ſatisfaction, what even 


Thus in his private domeſtic employ- 
ments he is no leſs glorious than in his 
public; for it is in reality a more dif. 
cult taſk to be conſpicuous m a ſeden. 
tary inactive life, than in one that is 
ſpent in hurry and buſineſs; perſons en- 
gaged in the latter, like bodies violent. 
ly agitated, from the ſwiftneſs of their 
motion have a brightneſs added to them, 
which often vaniſhes when they are at 
reſt ; but if it then ſtill remain, it muſt 


be the ſeeds of intrinſic worth that thus 


ſhine out without any foreign aid or af. 
ſiſtance. | | | 
His liberality in another might almoſt 
bear the name of profuſion; he ſeems 
to think it laudable even in the exceſs, 
like that river which moſt enriches when 
it overflows ; but Manilius has too per. 


fect a taſte of the pleaſure of doing 


good, ever to let it be out of his power; 
and for that reaſon he will have a juſt 
ceconomy, and a ſplendid friigality at 
home, the fountain from whence thoſe 
ſtreams ſhould flow which he diſperſe 
abroad. He looks with diſdain on thoſe 
who propoſe their death; as the time 
when they are to begin their munifi- 
cence; he will both ſee and enjoy (which 
he then does in the higheſt degree) what 
he beſtows himſelf; he will be the living 


. executor of his own bounty, whilſt they 
who have the happineſs to be within his 
care and patronage, at once pray for 


the continuation of his life, and their 
ſion we may conceive at what is blame- 


able; the one immediately directs you 


own good fortune, No one is out of 
the reach of his obligations; he knows 


how, by proper and becoming methods, 
to raiſe himſelf to a level with thoſe f 


the higheſt rank; and his good-nature 
is a ſufficient warrant againſt the want 
of thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to be in 
the very loweſt. One may ſay of him, 
as Pindar bids his mule ſay of The- 


ron OS. 


Swear, that Theron ſure has ſworn, 
No one near him ſhouid be poor. 
Swear, that none e'er had ſuch a graceful 

art, 8 5 N 
Fortune's free gifts as freely to impart, 
With an unenvious hand, and an un- 
| bounded heart. 


Never did Atticus ſucceed better 
gaining the univerſal love and eſteem of 
all men; nor ſteer with more ſucceſs be- 
twixt the extremes of two contending 
parties. It is his peculiar happinels, 
that while he eſpouſes neither with a 
intemperate zeal, he is not only plot 
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but what is a more rare and unuſual 
felicity, he is beloved and careſſed by 
both; and I never yet ſaw any perſon, 
of whatſoever age or ſex, but was im- 
mediately ftruck with the merit of Ma- 
nilius. There are many who are ac- 
ceptable to ſome particular perſons, 
whilſt the reſt of mankind look upon 
them with coldneſs and indifference ; 
but he is the firſt whoſc entire good for- 
tune it is ever to pleaſe and to be pleaſed, 


| wherever he comes to be admired, and 


wherever he is abſent to be Jamented. 
His merit fares like the pictures of Ra- 


phael, which are either ſeen with ad- 
miration by all, or at leaſt no one dare 


own he has no taſte for a compoſitien 
which has received ſo univerſal an ap- 
plauſe. Envy and malice find it againſt 
their intereſt to indulge ſlander and ob- 
loquy. It is as hard for an enemy to 


dettact from, as for a friend to add to 


his praiſe. An attempt upon his repu- 
tation is a ſure leſſening of one's own ; 
and there is but one way to injure him, 
which is to refuſe his juſt commenda- 
tions, and be obſtinately ſilent. 

It is below him to catch the ſight with 


| any care of dreſs; his ourwarcl garb is 


bat the emblem of his mind. It is gen- 
teel, plain, and unaffected 3 he knows 
that gold and embroidery can, add no- 
thing to the opinion which all have of 
his merit, and that he gives a luſtre to 
the plaineſt dreſs, whilſt it is impoſſible 


the richeſt ſhould communicate any to 


him. He is ſtill the principal figure in 


the room; he firſt engages your eye, as 
if there were ſome point of light which 
ſhone ſtronger upon him than on any 


cther perſon. : „ 
He puts me in mind of a ſtory of the 


famous Buſſy d' Amboiſe, who at an 
allembly at court, where every one ap- 


relying upon his own ſuperior behaviour, 
pmitead of | 

put on that day a plain ſuit of cloaths, 
and dreſſed all his ſervants in the moſt 
coltly gay habits he could procure: the 
event. was, that the eyes of the whole 


looked like his attendants, whilit he 
alone had the air of a perſon of quality 
and diftintion. | 

Like Ariſtippus, whatever ſhape or 
condition he appears in, it ſtill fits fre: 
and eaſy upon him; but in ſome par: 


and extravagant. 
appear free and open without danger or 


peared with the utmoſt magnificence, 


adorning himſelf like the reſt, 


court were fixed upon him, all the reſt 
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of his character, it is true, he differs 
from him; for as he is altogether equal 
to the largeneſs of his preſent circum- 
ſtances, the rectitude of his judgment 
has ſo far corrected the inclinations of 
his ambition, that he will not trouble 
himſelf with either the deſires or pur- 
ſuits of any thing beyound his preſent 
enjoyment. | 

A thouſind obliging things flow from 
him upon every occaſion, and they are 
always ſo juſt and natural, that it is im- 
poſſible to think he was at the leaſt pains 
to look for them, One would think it 
were the dæmon of good thoughts that 


diſcovered to him thoſe treaſures, which 


he muſt have blinded others from ſee- 
ing, they lay ſo directly in their way. 
Nothing can equal the pleaſure is taken 


in hearing him ſpeak, but the ſatisfac- 


tion one receives in the civility and at- 


_ tention he pays to the diſcourſe of others. 


His looks are a filent recommendation 
of what is good and praiſe-worthy, and 
a ſecret reproof of what is licentious 
He knows how to 


intruſion, and to be cautious without 
ſeeming reſerved. The gravity of his 
converſation is always enlivened with 
his wit and humour, and the gaiety of 


it is tempered with ſomething that is 


inſtructive, as well as barely agreeable. 


Thus with him you are ſure not to be 


merry at the expence of your reaſon, nor 


ſerious with the loſs of your good-hu- 
mour; but, by a happy mixture of his 


temper, they either go together, or per- 
petually ſucceed each other. In fine, 
his whole behaviour is equally diſtant 


from conſtraint and negligence, and he 


commands your reſpect, while he gains 
your heart. gs | | 
There is in his whole carriage ſuch 
an engaging ſoftneſs, that one cannot 
perſuade one's ſelf he is ever actuated by 
thoſe rougher paſſions, which, wherever 
they find place, ſeldom fail of ſhewing 
themſelves in the outward demeanour of 


the perſons they belong to: but his con- 


ſtitution is a juſt temperature between 
indolence on one hand and violence on 

the other. He is mild and gentle, 
wherever his affairs will give him leave 
to follow his own inclinations ; but yet 
never failing to exert himſelf with vi- 
gour and reſolution in the ſervice of his 
prince, his country, or his friend. 5 
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of ſo agreeable a man. 


THE SPECTATOR. 


Ne CCCCLXVII. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 


FRAT HOMO INGENIOSUS, ACUTUS, ACER, ET QUI PLURIMUM ET SALIS HABERET 


ET FELLIS, NEC CANDORIS MINUSe« 


PLIN. EyisT, 


- 


HE WAS AN INGENIOUS, PLEASANT FELLOW, AND ONE WHO HAD A GREAT DEAL | 
| OF WIT AND SATIRE, WITH AN EQUAL SHARE OF GOOD-HUMOUR, 


VI news, but it regards rather what 


paſſes in the world of converſation than 


that of buſineſs. I am very ſorry that 
J have at preſent a circumſtance before 


me, which is of very great importance 


to all who have a reliſh for gaiety, wit, 
mirth, or humour; I mean the death of 
poor Dick Eaſtcourt, I have been ob- 
liged to him for ſo many hours of jol- 
lity, that it is but a ſmall recompence, 
though all I can give him, to paſs a 
moment or two in ſadneſs for the loſs 


court ! the laſt time I ſaw him, we were 
plotting to ſhew the town his great ca- 
pacity for acting in it's full light, by 
introducing him as dictating to a ſet of 


young players in what manner to ſpeak 
this ſentence, and utter the other paſ- 


ſion.— He had fo exquiſite a diſcerning 


of what was defective in any object be- 
fore him, that in an inſtant he could 
ſhew you the ridiculous fide of what 


would paſs for beautiful and juſt, even 
to men of no ill judgment, before he 
had pointed at the failure. He was no 
leſs ſkilful in the knowledge of beauty ; 


and, I dare ſay, there is no one who 


knew him well, but can repeat more 


well- turned compliments, as well as 


ſmart repartees of Mr. Eaſtcourt's, than 


of any other man in England. This 


was eaſily to be obſerved in his inimi- 
table faculty of telling a ſtory, in which 
he would throw in natural and unex- 


pected incidents to make his court to 
one part, and rally the other part of the 


company : then he would vary the uſage 


he gave them, according. as he law them 
bear kind or ſharp language. He had 
the knack to raiſe up a penſive temper, 
and mortiſy an impertinently gay one, 
with the moſt agreeable {kill imaginable. 
There are a thouſand things which croud 
into my memory, which make me too 


much concerned to tell on about him. 


Hamlet holding up the ſkull which the 


grave- digger threw to him, with an ac- 
count that it was the head of the King's 


Y paper is in a kind a letter of 7 


Poor Eaſt- 


neſs upbraids their exaltation. 


jeſter, falls into very pleaſing reflections, 
and cries out to his companion | 
Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, 
Horatio, a fellow of infinite jeſt, of 
molt excellent fancy; he hath borne 
me on his back a thouſand times ; and 
now how abhorred in my imagination 
is it! my gorge riſes at it. Here 
hung thoſe lips that I have kiſſed I 
© know not how oft. Where be your 
* gibes now, your gambols, your ſongs, 
© your flaſhes of merriment that were 
wont to ſet the table on a roar ? Not 
one now to mock your own grinning? 
quite chop-fallen? Now get you to 
my lady's chamber, and tell her, let 
© her paint an inch thick, to this favour 
* ſhe muſt come. Make her laugh at 
. | e 1 

It is an inſolence natural to the 
wealthy, to affix, as much as in them 
lies, the character of a man to his cir- 
cumſtances. Thus it is ordinary with 


A «a aA a 


them to praiſe faintly the good qualities 


of thoſe below them, and ſay, it is very 
extraordinary in ſuch a man as he is, or 
the like, when they are forced to ac- 
knowledge the value of him whoſe low- 
It is 
to this humour only, that it is to be 
aſcribed, that a quick wit in converſa- 
tion, a nice judgment upon any emer- 
gency that could ariſe, and a moſt blame- 
leſs inoffenſive behaviour could not raiſe 


this man above being received only 
upon the foot of contributing to mirth 


and diverſion. But he was as eaſy un- 
der that conſtraint, as a man of ſo ex- 
cellent talents was capable, and ſince 


they would have it, that to divert was 
his buſineſs, he did it with all the ſeem. 
ing alacrity imaginable, though it ſtung 


him to the heart that it was his buſinels. 
Men of ſenſe, who could taſte his ex- 
cellencies, were well ſatisfied to let him 


lead the way in converſation, and play 


after his own manner; but fools who 
provoked him to mimicry, found he had 
the indignation to let it be at their cx- 
pence, who called for it, and he U 
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ſhew the form of conceited heavy fel- 
lows as jeſts to the company at their own 
requeſt, in revenge for interrupting him 
from being a companion to put on the 
character of a jeſter. 
What was peculiarly excellent in this 
memorable companion, was, that in the 
account he gave of perſons and ſenti- 
ments, he did not only hit the figure of 
their faces, and manner of their geſtures, 
but he would in his narration fall into 
their very way of thinking, and this 


when he recounted paſſages, wherein 


men of the beſt wit were concerned, as 
well as ſuch wherein were repreſented 
men of the loweſt rank of underſtand- 
ing. It is certainly as great an inſtance 
of ſelf- love to a weakneſs, to be impa- 
tient of being mimicked, as any can be 
imagined, There were none but the 
vain, the formal, the proud, or thoſe 
who were incapable of amending their 
faults, that dreaded him ; to others he 
was in the higheſt degree pleaſing; and 
I do not know any ſatis faction of an 
indifferent kind I ever taſted ſo much, 
as having got over an impatience of my 
ſeeing myſelf in the air he could put me 
when I have diſpleaſed him. It is in- 
deed to his exquiſite talent this way, 
more than any philoſophy I could read 
on the ſubject, that my perſon is very 
little of my care; and it is indifferent 
to me what is ſaid of my ſhape, my air, 
my manner, my ſpeech, or my addreſs. 
It is to poor Eaſtcourt I chiefly owe that 


I am arrived at the happinels of think 


ing nothing a diminution to me, but 
what argues a depravity of my will. 

It has as much. ſurpriſed me as any 
thing in nature, to have it frequently 
laid, that he was not a good player: but 
that muſt be owing to a partiality for 
former actors in the parts in which he 
| lucceeded them, and judging by com- 


pariſon of what was liked before, rather. 


than by the nature of the thing. When 


a man of his wit and ſmartneſs could 


put on an utter abſence of com- 


mon ſenſe in his face, as he did in the I wiſh it were any honour to the plea- 
fant creature's memory, that my eyes 
are too much ſuffuſed to let me go 


0 


character of Bullfinch, in the Northern 
Lals, and an air of inſipid cunning and 
Vivacity in the character of Pounce, in 


* 


the Tender Huſband, it is folly to diſ- 
pute his capacity and ſucceſs, as he was 
an actor. 

Poor Eaſtcourt! let the vain and proud 
be at reſt, they will no more diſturb their 
admiration of their dear ſelves, and 
thou art no longer to drudge in raiſing 
the mirth of ſtupids, who know nothing 
of thy merit, for thy maintenance. 


It is natural for the generalityof man- 


kind to run into reflections upon our 
mortality, when diſturbers of the world 
are laid at reſt, but to take no notice 
when they who can pleaſe and divert 


are pulled from us: but for my part, 1 
cannot but think the loſs of ſuch talents 


as the man of whom I am ſpeaking was 
maſter of, a more melancholy initance 
of mortality than the diſſolution of per- 
ſons of never ſo high characters in the 
world, whoſe pretenſions were that they 
were noiſy and miſchievous. "LF 

But I muſt grow more ſuccinct, and 
as a Spectator, give an account of this 


extraordinary man, who, in his way, 


never had an equal in any age before 
him, or in that wherein he lived. I 
ſpeak of him as a companion, and a 
man qualified for converſation. His 
fortune expoſed him to an obſequiouſ- 
neſs towards the worſt ſort of company, 


but his excellent qualities rendered him 


capable of making the beſt figure in the 
molt refined. I have been preſent with 
him among men of the mott delicate 
taſte a whole night, and have known 
him (for he ſaw it was deſired) keep the 
diſcourſe to himſelf the molt part of it, 
and maintain his good-humour with a 
countenance, in a language fo delight- 


ful, without offence to any perſon or 


thing upon earth, ſtil] preſerving the 


diſtance his circumſtances obliged him 
to; I fay, I have ſeen him do all this 


in ſuch a charming manner, that I am 
ſure none of thoſe I hint at will read 
this, without giving him ſome ſorrow 
for their abundant mirth, and one guſn 
of tears for ſo many burſts of laughter. 
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Ne CCCCLXIX. THURSDAY, AUGUST 28. 


DETRAHERE ALIQUID ALTERI, ET HOMINEM HOMINIS INCOMMODO SUUM A. 
GERE COMMODUM, MAGIS EST CONTRA NATURAM, QUAM MORS, QUAM Pay. 
PERTAS, QUAM DOLOR, QUAM CATERA QUA POSSUNT AUT CORPORI Acci— 


DERE, AUT REBUS EXTERNIS. 


Turi. 


TO DETRACT FROM OTHER MEN, AND TURN THEIR DISADVANTAGES To our 
OWN PROFIT, IS MORE CONTRARY TO NATURE, THAN DEATH, POVERTY, o 
GRIEF, OR. ANY THING WHICH CAN AFFECT OUR BODIES, OR EXTERNAL C1R- 


CUMSTANCES» 


JT Am perſuaded there are few men, of 


generous principles, who would ſeek 


after great places, were it not rather 


to have an opportunity in their hands 


of obliging their particular friends, or 


thoſe whom they look upon as men of 


worth, than to procure wealth and ho- 
nour for themſelves. To an honeſt 


mind the beſt perquiſites of place are 


the advantages it gives a man of doing 


good. | . 
Thoſe who are under the great offi- 


cers of ſtate, and are the inſtruments by 
which they act, have more frequent op- 


erg for the exerciſe of compaſ- 
lion and benevolence, than their ſupe- 


riors themſelves. Theſe men know 
every little caſe that is to come before 
the great man, and if they are poſſeſſed 
with honeſt minds, will conſider poverty 


as a recommendation in the perſon who 


g 2 5 himſelf to them, and make the 
ju 


ice of his cauſe the moſt powerful 


bolicitor in his behalf. A man of this 
temper, when he is in a poſt of buſineſs, 


becomes a bleſſing to the public: he 
patroniſes the orphan and the widow, 


_ aſſiſts the friendlets, and guides the ig- 
norant: he does not reject the perſon's 


pretenſions, who does not know how to 


explain them, or refuſe doing a good 


office for a man becauſe he cannot pay 


the fee of it. In ſhort, though he re- 


gulates himſelf in all his proceedings by 


juſtice and equity, he finds a thouſand 


occaſions for all the good-natured of- 
ices of generoſity and compaſſion, 

A man is unfit for ſuch a place of 
truſt, who is of a four untractable na- 


ture, of has any other paſtion that makes 


him uneaſy to thoſe who approach him. 
Roughneſs of temper is apt to diſcoun- 


tenance the timorous or modeſt. The 
proud man diſcourages thoſe from ap- 
Prqaching him, who are of a mean con- 


dition, and who moſt want his aſſiſtance. 


The impatient man will not give him. 


ſelf time to be informed of the matter 


that lies before him. An officer with 
one or more of theſe unbecoming qua- 
lities, is ſometimes looked upon as 3 
proper perſon to keep off impertinence 
and ſolicitation from his ſuperior; but 
this 1s a kind of merit that can never 
atone for the injuſtice which may very 


often ariſe from it. 


There are two other vicious qualities 
which render a man very unfit tor ſuch 
a place of truſt. The firſt of theſe is a 


dilatory temper, which commits innu- 


merable cruelties without deſign. The 
maxim which ſeveral have laid down 
for a man's conduct in ordinary life, 
ſhould be inviolable with a man in of- 
fice, never to think of doing that to- 
morrow which may be done to-day. A 
man who defers doing what ought to 
be done, is guilty of injuſtice ſo long as 
he defers it. The ditpatch of a good 
office is very often as beneficial to the 


ſolicitor as the good office itſelf. In 
ſhort, if a man compared the inconve- 


niencies which another ſuffercd by his 
delays, with the trifling motives and 
advantages which he himſelt may reap 


by ſuch a delay, he wopld never be guilty 


of a fault which very often does an ir- 


reparable prejudice to the perſon vio 


depends upon him, and which might be 
remedied with little trouble to himſelf. 

But in the laſt place, there is no man 
ſo improper to be employed in bufineis, 
as he who is in any degree capable of 
corruption; and ſuch an one is the man, 
who upon any pretence whatſoever, re. 


ceives more than what is the {tated and 


unqueſtioned fee of his office. Gratih- 


cations, tokens of thankfulneſs, diſpatch 


money, and the like ſpecious terms, are 
the pretences under which corruption 
very frequently ſhelters itſelf. An ho- 
neſt man will however look on all thele 
e method 
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methods as unjuſtifiable, and will enjoy 
himſelf better in a moderate fortune 
that is gained with honour and reputa- 


tion, than in an overgrown eſtate that 


is cankered with the acquiſitions of ra- 

ine and exaction. Were all our of- 
fices diſcharged with ſuch an inflexible 
integrity, we ſhould not ſee men in all 


ages, who grow up to exorbitant wealth 


wit. the abilities which are to be met 
with in an ordinary mechanic. I can- 
not but think that ſuch a corruption 
roceeds chiefly from men's employing 
the firſt that offer themſelves, or thoſe 
who have the character of ſhrewd world- 
ly men, inſtead of ſearching out ſuch as 
have had a liberal education, and have 
been trained up in the ſtudies of know- 
ledge and virtue. | | | 
It has been obſerved, that men of 


learning who take to buſineſs, diſcharge 


it generally with greater honeſty than 


men of the world. The chief reaſon | 


for it I take to be as follows. A man 


that has ipent his youth in reading, hag 


been uſed to find virtue extolled, and 


vice ſtigmatized. A man that has paſſed 


his time in the, world, has often ſeen 


vice triumphant, and virtue diſcounte- 
nanced. Extortion, rapine, and injuſ- 


tice, which are branded with infamy in 


books, often give a man a figure in the 


world; while ſeveral qualities which are 
celebrated in authors, as generoſity, in- 
genuity, and, good-nature, impoveriſh 
and ruin him. This cannot but have 
a proportionable effect on men, whoſe 
tempers and principles are equally good 
and vicious, N | 


There would be at leaſt this advan- _ 


tage in employing men of learning and 


parts in buſineſs, that their proſperity 


would fit more gracefully on them, and 
that we ſhould not ſee many worthleſs 


perſons ſhot up into the greateſt figures 
of life. „„ C 


No CCCCLXX. FRIDAY, AUG US T 29. 


TURPE EST DIFFICILES HABERE NUGAS, 
ET STULTUS LABOR EST INEP TIARUM., 


MART. EPIC. Lxxxvi. I. 2. v. go. 


TIS FOLLY ONLY, AND DEFECT OF SENSE, 
TURNS TRIFLES INTO THINGS OF CONSEQUENCE, 


late years, when upon examining the 
new edition of a claſſic author, I have 


found above half the volume taken up 


with various readings. When, I have 


expected to meet with a learned note 


ypon a doubtful paſſage in a Latin poet, 


T have only heen informed, that ſuch or 


ſuch ancient manuſcripts tor an et write 


an ac, or of ſome other notable diſco- 


very of the like importance. Indeed, 
when a different reading gives us a dif- 
terent ſenſe, or a new elegance in an 
author, the editor does very well in tak- 
ing notice of it; but when he only en- 
tertains us with the ſeveral ways of 


ſpelling the ſame word, and gathers to- 


gether the various blunders and miſtakes 


of twenty or thirty different tranſcribers, 


they only take up the time of the learn- 


end reader, and puzzle the minds of the 


ignorant. I have often fancied with 
myſelf how enraged an old Latin author 


Would be, ſhould he ſee the ſeveral ab- 


ſurdities in ſenſe and grammar, which 
are imputed to him by lome or other of 


IJ Have been very often diſappointed of 


theſe various readings. In one he ſpeaks 
nonſenſe; in another makes ule of a 
word that was never heard of: and in- 


deed there is ſcarce a ſoleciſin in writing 
which the beſt writer is not guilty of, if 
we may be at liberty to read him in the 


words of ſome manuſcript, which the 


laborious editor has thought fit to exa- 


mine in the proſecution of his work. 


I queſtion not but the ladies and pretty 
-fellows will be very curious. to under- 
ſtand what it is that T have been hitherto 


talking of; I ſhall therefore give them 
a notion of this practice, by endeavour - 


ing to write after the manner of ſeveral 
perſons who make an eminent figure in 


the republic of letters. To this end 
we will ſuppoſe that the following ſong 
is an old ode, which I preſent to t 


public in a new edition, with the ſeveral 


various readings which I find of it in 

former editions, and in ancient manu- 

ſcripts. Thoſe who cannot reliſh the 

various readings, will perhaps find their 

account in the ſong, which never before 

appeared in print. | 
: | 


M 
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My love was fickle onde and changing, 
Nor e' er would ſettle in my heart; 
From beauty ſtill to beauty ranging, 
In ev'ry face I found a dart. 


T was firſt a charming face enſlav'd me, 
An eye then gave the fatal ſtroxce: 
Till by her wit Corinna ſav'd me, 
And all my former fetters broke. 


But now a long and laſting anguiſh 
For Belvidera I endure : 5 
HFourly I figh and hourly languiſh, 
Nor hope to find the wonted cure. 


For here the falſe unconſtant lover, 
After a thouſand beauties ſhown, 
Does new ſurpriſing charms diſcover, 
And finds variety in one. 


- VARIOUS READINGS. 


| Stanza the firſt, verſe the firſ.— And 
*. changing.'] The and in ſome manu- 
{cripts 1s written thus, &, but that in 


the Cotton library writes it in three dil- 


AMES CEE 5x 
Verſe the ſecond—* Nor e'er would.“ 
Aldus reads it“ ever would;* but as 


this would hurt the metre, we have re- 
ſtored it to the genuine reading, by ob- 
ſerving that Synæreſis which had been 


neglected by ignorant tranſcribers. 


Ibid. In my heart.] Scaliger and 
others — on my heart.” . 


Verſe the fourth I found a dart. “] 
The Vatican manuſcript for J reads 2 ; 
but this muſt have been the hallucina- 


tion of the tranſcriber, who probably 


miſtook the daſh of the I for a T, 

Stanza the ſecond, verſe the ſecond 
« The fatal ſtroke.“] Scioppius, Sal- 
maſius, and many others, 2 the read 
2; but I have ſtuck to the uſual read- 


ing. 


"Verſe the third=* Till by her wit. 


Some manuſcripts have it His wt, others 


your, others their wit, But as I find 


Corinna to be the name of a woman, in 
other authors, I cannot doubt but it 
ſhould be her, | | 


— 


Stanza the third, ver 


| ſe the firſt A 
© long and laſting anguiſh.'] The Ger- 
man manuſcript reads“ a laſting paſ- 
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© ſion;' but the rhyme will not adm; 
it. 
Verſe the ſecond— For Belvidera ! 
* endure.'] Did not all the manuſcript, 


_ reclaim, I ſhould change Belvidera into 


Pelvidera ; Pelvis being uſed by every] 


of the ancient comic writers for a look. 
ing-glaſs, by which means the et ymo- 


logy of the word is very viſible, and 


Pelvidera will fignify a lady, who often 


looks in her glaſs; as indeed ſhe had 
very good realon, if ſhe had all thoſe 
beauties which our poet here aſcribes to 
her. DEE | | 

Verſe the third—* Hourly I ſigh, and 


hourly languiſh.*] Some for the word 
hourly read daily, and others nightly; the 


laſt has great authorities of it's fide. 


Verſe the ftourth—* Thewonted cure. 


The elder Stevens reads wanted cure. 
Stanza the fourth, verſe the ſecond— 
After a thouſand beauties.*] In ſeve- 


ral copies we meet with—* a hundred 


© beautiez,* by the uſual error of the 


tranſcribers, who probably omitted a 
cypher, and had not taſte enough to 
know that the word Thouſand was ten 


times a greater compliment to the poet's 
miſtreſs than a hundred. = | 


Verſe the fourth And finds variety 


© in one.] Moſt of the ancient manu- 


{ſcripts have it in two.“ Indeed ſo.-- 


many of them concur in the laſt read- 
ing, that I am very much in doubt whe- 


ther it ought not to take place. There 


are but two reaſons which incline me to 
the reading as I have publiſhed it; firſt, 
becauſe the rhyme ; and, ſecondly, be- 
cauſe the ſenſe is preſerved by it. It 


might likewiſe proceed from the oſci- 
tancy of tranſcribers, who, to diſpatch 


their work the ſooner, uſed to write all 


numbers in cyphers, and ſeeing the 
figure 1 followed by a little daſh of the 


pen, as is cuſtomary in old manuſcripts, 
they perhaps miſtook the daſh for a ſe- 
cond figure, and by caſting up both to- 
gether, compoled out of them the figure 
2. But this I ſhall leave to the learned, 


without determining any thing in a mat- 
ter of ſo great uncertainty. : 


N* 


8 


* 


ſufficient employment to the mind 
of man. Obiects of pain or pleaſure, 
lore or admiration, do not lie thick 


in conſtant action, and ſupply an imme- 
| liate exerciſe to it's faculties. In order, 
therefore, to remedy this defect, that the 
mind may not want buſineſs, but always 


lowed with certain powers, that can re- 
cal what is paſſed, and anticipate what 
is to come. Veen 


That wonderful faculty, which we. 


call the memory, is perpetually looking 


| hack, when we have nothing preſent to 


entertain us. It is like thoſe repoſitories 
in ſeveral animals that are filled with 
ſtores of their former food, on which 


they may ruminate when their preſent 


paſture fals. fs 
As the memory r<lieves the mind in 
ber vacant moments, and prevents any 
chaſms of thought by ideas of what is 
| piſt, we have other faculties that agitate 
and employ her upon what is to come. 

| Theſe are the paſſions of hope and fear. 
By theſe two paſſions we reach for- 
E ward into futurity, and bring up to our 
L preſent thoughts objects th: t lie hid in 


miſery, and enjoy happineſs, before they 
| are in being; we can ſet the ſun and 
| ſtars forward, or loſe fight of them by 


| hal be no more. | | 
| By the way, who can imagine that 
| the exiſtence of a creature is to be cir- 
cumicribed by time, whole thoughts are 
not? But I ſhall, in this paper, confine 


| 30e3 by the name of hope. | 
Our actual enjoyments are fo few and 
tranſient, that man would be a very mi- 
lerable being, were he not endowed with 
this paſſion, which gives him a taſte of 
thoſe good things that may poſſibly cone 


' trery thing that is good, ſays the old 
doet Linus, * becaule there is nothing 


enough together in lite to keep the foul 


have materials for thinking, ſhe is en- 


the remoteſt depths of time. We ſuffer 


| wandering into thoſe retired parts of 
eternity, when the heavens and carth 


| myſelf tb that particular paſſion. which 


into his poſſeſſion. We ſhould hope for 
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Ne CCCCLXXI. SATURDAY, AUGUST 30. 


Ey AA yeh vg oops Eyxeiv Buoy, 


EuR1PIDe. 


THE WISE WITH HOPE SUPPORT THE PAINS OF LITE. 


| ER time preſent ſeldom affords: 


© which may not he hoped for, and no- 
thing but what the gods are able to 
give us.“ Hop? quickens all the ſtill 
parts of life, and keeps the mind awake 
in her moſt remiſs and indolent hours. 
It gives habitual ſerenity and good-hu- 
mour. It is a kind of vital heat in the 


ſoul, that cheers and gladdens her, 


when ſhe does not attend to it. It makes 
pain eaſy, and labour pleaſant. 


Beſides theſe ſeveral advantages which 
riſe from Hope, there is another which 


is none of the leaſt, and that is, it's 
great efficacy in preſerving us from ſet- 
ting too high a value on preſent enjoy- 


ments. The ſaying of Cæſar is very 
well known. When he had given away 


all his eſtate in gratuities amongſt his 
friends, one of them aſked what he had 


left for himſelf; to which that great man 
repued—* Hope.“ His nataral magna- 
nimity hindered him from prizing what 


he was certainly poſſeſſed of, and turn- 


ed all his thoughts upon ſomething more 


valuable that he had in view. I queition 


not but every reader win draw a moral 


from this ſtory, and apply it to himſelf 
without my direction. | 


The old {tory of Pandora's box, which 
many of the learned believe was formed 


among the heathens upon the tradition 


of the fall of man, ſhews us how de- 


plorable a ſtate they thought the preſent 


life, without hope. To ſet forth the 
utmoſt condition or miſery, they tell us, 


that our for:father, according to the Pa- 
gan theology, had a great veſſel preſent-" 


ed him by Pandora: upon his lifting up 
the lid of it, ſays the fable, there flew 
out all the calamities and dictempers in- 


cident to men, from which, until that 
time, they had been altozether exempt. 
Hope, who had been incloſed iv the cop 


with ſo much bad company, inſtead of fly- 


ipg off with the reſt, ſtuck fo cloſe to the 
lid of it, that it was hut down upon her. 


I thall make hut two reflections upon 
what I have hitherto faid. Firit, that 


no kind of life is ſo happy as that which 
is full of hope, eſpeciaily when the hope 
* * 4 $ 2 
is well grounded, and when the object 
| | Ss | 
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of it is of an exalted kind, and in it's 
nature proper to make the perſon happy 
who enjoys it. This propoſition muſt 
be very evident to thoſe who conſider 
how few are the preſent enjoyments of 
the moſt happy man, and how inſufficient 
to give him an intire jatis faction and ac- 
quieſcence in them. 
My next obſervation is this, that 
a religious life is that which moſt 
abounds in a well-grounded hope, and 
ſuch an one as is fixed on objects that 
are capable of making us intirely happy. 
This hope in a religious man is much 
more ſure and certain than the hope of 
any temporal bleſſing, as it is ſtrength- 
ened not only by reaſon, but by faith. It 
has at the ſame time it's eye perpetually 
fixed on that ſtate, which implies in the 
very notion of it the moſt full and the 
molt complete happineſs. _ 2 

J have before ſhewn how the influence 
of hope in general ſweetens life, and 
makes our preſent condition ſupport- 
able, if not pleaſing; but a religious 
hope has ſtill greater advantages, It 
does not only bear up the mind under 
her ſufferings, but makes her rejoice in 
them, as they may be the inſtruments 
of procuring her the 
end of all her hope. 


No CCCCLXXIL. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 


—YLYTME3 


'  SOLAMENQUE MALI—— 


| THIS ONLY SOLACE HIS HARD FORTUNE SENDS. | 


Received ſome time ago a propoſal 
which had a preface to it, wherein 
the author diſcourſed at large of the in- 
numerable objects of charity in a na- 
tion, and admoniſhed the rich, who 


body, particularly to regard the poor 
in the {ame ſpecies of affliction, and con- 
fine their tenderneſs to them, ſince it is 


impoſſible to aſſiſt all who are preſented 
The propoſer had been re- 


to them. 
lieved from a malady in his eyes by an 
operation performed by Sir William 
Read, and being a man of condition, 
| had taken a reſolution to maintain three 
poor blind men during their lives, in 
gratitude for that great blefſing. This 
misfortune is ſo very great and unfre- 
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forward with delight to the great object 


joyful reſurrection. 


in hope. For thou wilt not leave m 
_ © thine Holy One to ſee corruption. 
© Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life; 


in thy preſence there is fulneſs of joy, 
great and ultimate 


quent, that one would think, an eſta⸗ 
| beecafily accompliſhed, with the addition 


| | who are in the ſame calamity.  How- 
were afflifted with any dittemper of 


celling of ourſelves out, as called to par- 


the ſame ſort of pleaſure z and ſure it 


* 


Religious hope has likewiſe this ad. 


vantage above any other kind of hope, 


that it is able to revive the dying man 
and to fill his mind not only with jecret 
comfort and refr:ſhment, but ſometime; 
with rapture and tranip-rt. He triumphs 
in his agonies, whilſt the ſoul ſprings 


which ſhe has always had in view, and 
leaves the body with an, expectation of 
being re-united to her in a glorious and 


I ſhall conclude this eſſay with thoſe 
emblematical expreſſions of a liycy 
hope, which the pſalmiſt made uſe of in 
the midſt of thoie dangers and adyverh. 
ties which ſurrounded him; for the fol- 
lowing paſſage had it's preſent and per- 
ſonal, as well as it's future and pro- 
phetic ſenſe. * I have ſet the Lord al. 
* ways before me: becauſe he is at my 
© right hand I ſhall not be movel. 
© Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
© glory rejoiceth : my fleſh alſo ſhall ret 


© ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer 


* at thy right hand there are pleaſures 
© for evermore.” | 


g 


VIR G. EN. BY v. 660, 
DRYDEN. 


bliſhment for all the poor under it might 
of a very few others to thoſe wealthy 


ever, the thought of the propoſer arole 
from a very good motive, and the par- 


ticular acts of bene ficence, would be a 
pretty cement of ſociety and virtue. It is 
the ordinary foundation for men's hold- 
ing a commerce with each other, and 
becoming familiar, chat they agree in 
may alſo be ſome reaſon for amity, that 
they are under one common diſtreſs, If 
all' the rich who are lame in the gout, 
from a life of eaſe, pleaſure, and luxurz;, 

| | | Wou 


ta- 


ght 
jon 
thy 
W 
Ole 
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would help thoſe few who have it without 


2 N life of pleaſure, and add a few 
0 


ſuch laborious men, who are become 


| from unhappy blows, falls, or other 
| gar der age or ſickneſs; I ſay, would 


h gouty perſons adminiſter to the ne- 
1 of Neon diſabled like themſelves, 


| the conſciouſneſs. of ſuch a behaviour 


would be the beſt julep, cordial, and 


| anodyne in the feveriſh, taint, and tor- 
| menting viciſſitudes of that miſerable dil- 
| temper. The ſame may be ſaid of all 
other, both bodily and intellectual evils. 
| Thee claſſes of charity would certainly 
bring down bleſſings upon an age and 
1 people 3 and if men were not petrified 
| with the love of this world, againſt all 
| ſenſe of the commerce which ought to 
be among them, it would not be an un- 
| reaſonable bill for a poor man in the 
| agony of pain, aggravated by want and 
poverty, to draw upon a ſick alderman 
| after this form: | 


MR. BASIL PLENTY, 
l SIRg Ts ; : | 
you have the gout and ſtone, 
with ſixty thouſand pounds 


| - ſterling; I have the gout and ſtone, 


not worth one farthing; I ſhall pray 


for you, and deſire you would pay 


the bearer twenty ſhillings for va- 
lue received from, Sir, your hum- 
ble ſervant, | SR 
LAZARUS HOPEFUL, 


AUG. 29, 1712. 


The reader's own imagination will 
ſuggeſt to him the reaſonableneſs of ſuch 


correſpondences, and diverſify them into 
| a thouſand forms ; but I ſhall cloſe this 
| as I began upon the ſubject of blind- 


neſs. The following letter ſeems to be 


written by a man of learning, ho is 
returned to his ſtudy after a ſuſpence of 


an ability to do ſo. The beneiit he re- 
ports himſelf to have received, may well 
claim the handſomeſt encomium he can 
give the operator. ; | 
MR. SPECTATOR, 3 1 
UMINATING lately on your ad- 
mirable diſcourſes on the Pleaſures 
of the Imagination, I began to conſider 
© which ot our ſenſes we are obliged 
for the greateſt and moſt important ſhare 


of thoſe pleaſures ; and I ſoon conclud- 


« that it was to the ſight : that is the 


ſovereign of the ſenſes, and mother of 
all the arts and ſciences, that have re- 
fined the rudeneſs of the uncultivated 
mind to a politeneſs that diſtinguiſhes 
the fine ſpirits from the barbarous goũt 
of the great vulgar and the ſmall. The 
ſight is the obliging benefactreſs that 
beſtows on us the moſt traniporting ſen- 
ſations that we have from the various 
and wonderful products of nature. To 
the fight we owe the amazing diſcove- 
ries of the height, magnitude, and mo- 
tion of the planets; their ſeveral revo- 


lutions about their common centre f 


light, heat and motion, the fun. The 
lignt travels yet. farther to the fixed 


{tars, and furniſhes the underitanding 


with ſolid reaſons to prove, that each of 


them is a ſun moving on it's own axis 
in the centre of it's own vortex or tur. _ 


billion, and performing the ſame offices 
to it's dependent planets, that our glo- 


rious {un does to this. But the inqui- 
_ ries of the fight will not be ſtopped here, 
but make their progrets through the im- 


menſe expanſe of the Milky Way, and 


there divide the blended fires of the Ga- 


laxy into infinite and different worlds, 
made up of diſtinct ſuns, and their pe- 


culiar equipages of planets, until un- 


able to purſue this track any farther, it 


deputes the imagination to go on to new _ 
diſcoveries, until it fill the unbounded 


ſpace with endleſs worlds, 
The fight informs the ſtatuary's chiſſel 


with power to give breath to lifeleſs 
| braſs and marble, and the painter's pen- 
cil to ſwell the flat canvas with moving 
figures actuated by imaginary ſouls. 


Muſic indeed may plead another origi- 


nal, ſince Jubal, by the different falls 


of his hammer on the anvil, diſcovered 
by the ear the firſt rude muſic that pleaſe 
ed the antediluvian fathers; but then the 
fight has not only reduced thoſe wilder 


ſounds into artful order and harmony, 


but conveys that harmony to the moſt 


diſtant parts of the world without the 


| help of ſounds To the fight we owe 
not only all the diccoveries of philoſo- 
phy, but all the divine imagery of poe- 


try that tranſports the intelligent reader 
of Homer, Milton, and Virgil. | 

As the fight has poliſhed the world, 
ſo does it ſupply us with the molt grate- 
ful and laſting pleaſure. Let love, let 
friendihip, paternal affection, filial pie- 


Ys and conjugal duty, declare the joys 
the ſight beſtows on a meeting after ab- 


ſence, But it would be endleſs to enume- 
| 6 C | rate 
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rate all the pleaſures and advantages of 
fight ; every one that has it, every hour 


he makes ule of it, finds them, feels 

them, enjoys them. | | 
Thus as our greateſt pleaſures and 

knowledge are derived from the fight, 


fo has Providence been more curious in 


the tormation of it's ſeat, the eye, than 
of the or ans of the other ſenſes. That 


ſtupendous machine is compoled in a 


wonderful manner of muſcles, mem- 
branes, and humours, It's motions are 
admirably directed by the muſcles; the 
per{picuity of the humours tranſmits the 
rays of light; the rays are regularly re- 
fracted by their figure; the black lining 
of the ſclerotes effectually prevents their 
being confounded by reflection. It 1s 
wonderful indeed to conhder how many 
objects the eye is fitted to take in at 
once, and ſucceſſively in an inſtant, and 
at the ſame time to make a judgment of 
their poſition, figure, or colour. It 
watches againſt our dangers, guides our 
ſteps, and lets in all the viſible objects, 
whoſe beauty and variety inſtruct and 
delight. | 


The pleaſures and advantages of ſight 


being ſo great, the Joſs mult be very 
grievous; of which Milton, from ex- 
perience, gives the molt ſenſible idea, 


both in the third book of his Paradiſe 


Loſt, and in his Samſon Agoniſtes. 


To light in the former : 
- Thee I reviſit ſafe, 


And feel thy ſov'reign vital lamp; but thou F | : an , 
ö je 4 1 that is reported of his ability this way; 
and know that many, who could not 


Re viſit'ſt not theſe eyes, that roll in vain 
Jo find thy piercing ray, but find no dawn, 


: And a little after : 


Seaſons return, but not to me returns 


Day, or the ſwert approach of ev'n and morn, 


Or fight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roſe, 
Or flocks or herds, or human face divine; 
But cloud inſtead, and ever-during dark 
Surround me: from the chearful ways of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair, 
Preſented with an univerſai blank SS 
Of Nature's works, to me expung'd and raz'd, 
And wiſdom at one entrance quite ſhut out. 


— . — 


5 


ö 


1 


THE SPECTATOR, 


Again, in Samſon Agoniſtes ; 


But chief of all | 
O loſs of fight ! of thee I moſt complain: 


Blind among enemies! O worſe than chains 


Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepid age ! 
Light, the prime work of God, to me is ex. 
JC | 

And all her various objects of delight 
Annull — | 


N — Still as a fool, 
In pow'r of others, never in my own, 
Scarce half I ſeem tolive, dead more than half; 
O dark! dark! dark! amid the blaze of noon; 
Irrevocably dark, total eclipſe, 4 
Without all hopes of day! _ 


The enjoyment of fight then being ſo 
great a bleſſing, and the loſs of it ſo 
terrible an i, how excellent and va. 
luable is the ſkill of that artiſt which 
can reſtore the former, and redreſs the 
larter ? My frequent peruſal of the ad. 
vertiſements in the public news-papers, 
generally the molt agreeable entertain. 
ment they afford, has preſented me with 
many and various benefits of this kind 
done to my countrymen by that ſkilfulart- 
iſt Dr. Grant, her Majeſty's oculiſt extra- 
ordinary, whoſe happy hand has brought 
and reſtored to fight ſeveral hundreds in | 


lels than four years. Many have re- 
ceived fight by his means who came 


blind from their mothers womb, as in 
the tamous inſtance of Jones of Newing- 
ton. I myſelf have been cured by him 


of a weaknels in my eyes next to blind- 


neſs, and am ready to believe any thing 


purchaſe his aſſiſtance with money, have 
enioyed it from his charity. But a liſt 
of particulars would ſwell my letter be- 


| yond it's bounds, what I have ſaid be- 
ing ſufficient to comfort thoſe who are 


in the like diſtreſs, ſince they may con- 
ceive hopes of being no longer miſerable 


in this kind, while there is yet alive fo 


able an oculiſt as Dr. Grant. I am 
the Spectator's humble ſervant, 


PHILANTHROPUS; 


af; 
on; 
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THE SPECTATOR. 
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aul? $1 QUIS VULTU TORVO FERUS ET PEDE NVU po, 
EXIGUAQUE TOGA SIMULET TEXTORE CATONEM;5 ; 
VIRTUTEMNE REPRASENTET, MORESQUE CATONIS ? 


Hor. Er. XIX+ Le I. v. 12. 


SUPPOSE A MAN THE COARSEST GOWN SHOULD WEAR, 
NO SHOE, HIS FOREHEAD ROUGH, HIS LOOK SEVERE, 
AND APE GREAT CATOIN HIS FORM AND DRESS; 


MUST HE HIS VIRTUES AND HIS MIND ExPREsS? 


TO THE SPECTATOR. 
dix, OD | 


ploy moſt of my time in reading, or 
thinking upon what I have read. Your 


paper comes ' conſtantly down to me, 
and it affects me ſo much, that I find 


my thoughts run into your way; and I 
recommend to you a fubje& upon which 
you have not yet touched, and that is, 


the ſatisfation ſome men ſeem to take 


in their imperfections: I think one may 
call it glorying in their inſufficiency. 
A certain great author 1s of opinion it 
is the Contrary to envy, though perhaps 
it may proceed from it. Nothing is ſo 
common as to hear men of this ſort, 


ſpeaking of themſelves, add to their 


own merit, as they think, by impairing 
it, in praiſing themſelves for their de- 
fs, f 

few frivolous errors, in order to be 
eſteemed perſons of uncommon talents 


nerally profeſſing an injudicious neglect 
of dancing, fencing, and riding; as alſo 
an unjuſt contempt for travelling, and 
the modern languages; as for their part, 
lay they, they never valued or troubled 
their heads about them. This pane- 
gyrical ſatire on themſelves certainly is 
worthy of your animadverſion. I have 
known one of theſe gentlemen think 


himſelf obliged to forget the day of an 


appointment, and ſometimes even that 


you ſpoke to him; and when you ſee 


them, they hope you will pardon them, 
for they have the worſt memory in the 
world, One of them ftarted up the 


other day, in ſome confuſion, and ſaid 


© Now I think on it, T am to meet Mr. 
Mortmain the attorney about ſome 
buſineſs, but whether it is to-day or 
© to-morrow, faith, I cannot tell. Now 
to my certam knowledge he knew his 
Une to a moment, and was there ac- 


he excuſed 
me, of all things he could never carve 


reely allowing they commit ſome 


and 2 qualifications. They are ge- 
l 


CREECH. 


cordingly. Theſe forgetful perſons have, 


to heighten their crime, generally the 


[ou a. | beſt memories of any people, as I have 
| fri now in the country, and em- | 


found out by their remembering ſome- 
times through inadvertency. Two or 
three of them that T know can ſay moſt 
of our modern tragedies by heart. I 
aſked a gentleman the other day that is 
famous for a good carver, at which ac- 
quiſition he is out of countenance, ima- 
gining it may detract from ſome of his 
more eſſential qualifications, to help me 
to ſomething that was near him; but 
Fimſelf, and bluſhing told 


in his life; though it can be proved 
upon him, that he cuts up, disjoints, 


and uncaſes with incomparable. dex- 


terity. I would not be undei ſtood as if 
I thought it laudable for a man of qua- 


lity and fortune to rival the acquiſitions 


of artificers, and endeavour to excel in 


little handy qualities; no, I argue only 


againſt being aſhamed at what is really 
praiſe-worthy. As theſe pretences to 


ingenuity ſhew themſelves ſeveral ways, 


you will often ſee a man of his temper _ 
aſhamed to be clean, and ſetting up for 
wit only from negligence in his habit. 

Now I am upon this head, I cannot help 
obſerving alſo upon a very different fol- 
ly proceeding from the ſame cauſe. As 
theſe above mentioned ariſe from affect - 
ing an equality with men of greater ta- 
lents from having the fame faults, there 
are others that would come at a parallel 
with thoſe above them, by poſſeſſing 
little advantages which they want. 1 | 
heard a young man not long ago, who 
has ſenile, comfort himſelf in his igno- 
rance of Greek, Hebrew, and the Orien- 
tals : at the ſame time that he publiſhed 
his averſion to thoſe languages, he ſaid 
that the knowledge of them was rather 
a diminution than an advancement of a 
man's character; though at the fame. 
time I know he languiſhes and repines 
RS he 


939 | 
he is not maſter of them himſelf, When- 
ever I take any of theſe fine perſons thus 
detracting from what they do not un- 
derſtand, I tell them I will complain to 

ou, and ſay I am ſure you will not al- 
bo it an exception againſt a thing, that 
he who contemns it is an ignorant in it. 
J am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


MR. SPECTATOR, 85 
Am a man of a very good eſtate, and 
am honourably in love. I hope you 


1 


will allow, when the ultimate purpoſe is 
honeſt, there may be, without treſpaſs 


_ againſt innocence, ſome toying by the 


way. People of condition are perhaps 
too diſtant and formal on thoſe occa- 


ſions; but however that 1s, I am to con- 
feſs to you that I have writ ſome verſes 
to atone for my offence. You profeſſed 
authors are a little ſevere upon us, who 
write like gentlemen : but if you are a 
friend to love, you will inſert my poem. 


Tou cannot imagine how much ſervice 


it would do me with my fair one, as well 
as reputation with all my friends, to 
have ſomething of mine in the SpeCta- 
tor. My crime was, that I ſnatched a 
Z ms and my poetical excuſe as fol- 


THE SPECTATOR, 


9 


8 1. 
| BE LINDA, ſee from yonder flower 
The bee flies loaded to it's cell; 
Can you perceive what it devours? 
Are they impair'd in ſhow or ſmel! ? 


. Is 
So; tho' I robb'd you of a kiſs, 
Sweeter than their ambroſial dew ; 
Why are you angry at my bliſs? 
_ Has it at all impoveriſh'd you? 
| 111. 
Tis by this cunning I contrive, 
In ſpite of your unkind reſerve, 
To keep my famiſh'd love alive, 
Which you inhumanly would ſtarve. 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
TIMOTHY STANZA. 


SIR, | Aus. 23, 1712. 

i pAVING a little time upon my 

hands, I could not think of be- 

ſtowing it better, than in writing an 

epiſtle to the Spectator, which I now do, 
and am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 

e Bon SHorr, 


P. S. If you approve of my ſtyle, I 
am likely enough to become your cor- 
reſpondent. I deſire your opinion of it. 
I deſign it for that way of writing called 
by the judicious the Familiar, T 
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